tn them to be as active as that soul was whosb p
are nay they do preserve asin a vial the purest
extractiort of that kving Intellect that bred them

Prof RAMESHWAR SHARMA
Principal & Controller
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att mpt ny fi 1amlyss of them From my part cular vantage
pomnt 1 fu{lh cause Of analy is 1s be t serv d 1f th  tmosphee
o wheh e lved s first recapt red nd the pr o we formed
the potare d ly ppecated If this s husred breathles
nrat ¢ tht bewa e 1l wo k d at the highest pressure
nd wvith n cute sens of uge cy If t appears digjonted
tht s because d Fo problems dem dng immediate solution
cut cross contn ity to be ome wurd ly o tne
Lord Mo ntbatten m thod of ng large h gh ponered
taff under th dt n of t ss dst m ere ongin land
ge us For evry ho fd cuss nwththe Indanladn
h lloed qartr f ho for dctat n before seet g th
tor p ofh ntrvey tes were d tr buted ta all
th key members fh Stff H obtaned our d ceand dd
hsthk g loud tth d ly St i Me tings whch we all
ttended alre dy kn wng ery  d that had pased th
p t wfom J ntrvew the day bfoe Ths s howtt
will be found that on s no dfficulty n q otng
whtLodM thatt nsadand thought t nyg en tim ‘hes
@as not n essanly ther mys If
T spteof th pace th seib cks d dst ctions the tr nfer
fpow rby Prtt nw steadlye !ed coordngt schd)
Vithn  entythr dy of ur rm al the Partt n Plan had
een ann nced  furth r se nty two days fter that a d the
" ceroyalty atself w s at an end Thr ghout Mountbattens t &
w0nth as Governor Gen  al the tempo never s b tant ally slack
d_ Allths mmns and self susta t g ¢ ncentrat  of eff 1t
» Ibel v better b ghtout by mantan g as fara pos bl
3¢ hro 1gcal qu cc ratherthaninth selct n ds
aton fspecrtthm T h e¢theefor smply d ided th
' knt ustwonat lpart th pe od befor nd ftrth
Sth A gust—Independe ce D'y W thin that fram wo k the
amt 1 a Ih e Iready sad i flect dalyp ges
I m dbtedt M V P M non and Captain RV Brock
man R N b thfmrcolleag es on Lord Mountbatten s stall
nifnda  dtoM A H Joyce Officer n Charg of Informat #
t the Comm wealth R fat’ n Offce f r read g tho gh )/
lary matrat ¢ atypescrpt, 1ot Mr K St Paviowtch f 1
meckgi‘;'d:ng &e:land ldt l}ul ntl ttomy wle for het
nmd Pf“x’n"“fdg 2 nd often 1at b urs of d ctat typng
My acknowledgem nt for pem s n to rep oduce the Ilustr
tons are duc 10 P ess Informaton B r an ({‘: ernment of Indn
Nos. 2.6 11 12,17 nd 26) A socr ted I" o5 {No 1) h sey
Irothers New Deth (No 3) Lord Mo ntb tien Commander
ete Howes RN (No 5) Mr Dawd \i iker (No 9) Life
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PROLOGUE

It may be said of the Briish Ray as Shakespeare s.id of the
Thane of Cawdor Nothing 1n his hie became him hike the leaving
1t This Bl 15 a moral to 1ll future generations 1t 1s a Treaty
of Peace without a War

Such was Lord Samuels considered tribute paid dunng the
House of Lords debate on the Indian Independence Act, to the
creation by compromise and consent of two new nations 1avolving
one fifth of the entire human race

It was certamnly the prnivilege of a life ime to be given the
chance as a member of Lord Mountbatten s staff of playing some
personal part m this unique trausfer of power

In annc g to Parl on 20th February 1947 Lord
Mountbatten s appointment as Viceroy Mr Attlee stated that he
would be entrusted with the task of transferring to Indian hands
the responsibility for the government of Brtish India 1n a manner
that will best ensure the future happiness and prospenty of India
But Mr Attlee then added that there was to be a time lumt for
achieving agreement if possible and for transferring power 1n any
case by June 1948—the pninciple no doubt being that a time limit
would nduce the necessary margin of agreement between the two
great Indian political parties the Congress and Moslem League
as nothing else had so far succeeded i doing

In spite of the immediate controversy 1t provohed this time
hrmit was 1n effect the logical conclusion of the policy decision
of the Briish Government early in the war to cease recruitment
for the Indian Civil Service ‘The normal complement of that
Service was never much more than eleven hundred by November
1946 1t had fallen to five hundred and twenty Brtish officers n
sen1or positions with the remainder Indians In 1939 the Central
Government Secretarsat was run on the basis of approximately
thurty seruor admunistrative officers but by the end of the war
the number of officers of equivalent grade had risen to three
hundred

The same situation was developing m the Provinces This
tremendous bureaucratic growth of work comciding with the de
chne mm the number of Brtish sentor officials made 1t clear quite
apart from other considerations that it was gowng to be virtually
wapossible to hold on to India admunstratively beyond 17
13 doubtful whether the police establishment was strong
1947 to enforce any policy opposed by both major
1s fair to say that any large military commi ments
maintain the Raj would have been wholly
Bntish Government o f people .

s



- MISSION WITH MOUNTBATTEN

The ong 1 schedule L td Mou th tien ¢t h mself was to
produce a plan by Oct ber 1947 dscuss 1t with the Butsh
G vernment an i put 1t to the Indian Leader by about January
1948 Whil he w s stll at hom ths appr ¢ ¢ nsd red
m ch too hurred b t he had h dly set foot n India hen h
reach dthe firmco 1 s nthat tw s n fact much too Jesurely
to meet the tuat n then f ntng us We cre faced by
rapdly rst g Hind Moslem t ns  Drect Act n had been
launch d by th Moslem Leag ¢ n Aug st 1946 there eren ts
adrepnn Isfrrot  Thsset ffthe pak and d sturbances
of geat ntntyt kplc n Bengland Bhar The trouble
sﬁpr d to Lahor and the Northw tF ter Prvinc Inhs

rst talks wth L d Mountb tt n th Moslem Leag o leader
MrJnah gv fra k W rming that unless an  ccept ble polt
taal lto wast hd ryq ckly he could not geara te t
cntrIth twt nfr mhs de A sl r v rmng was gven
by Congress I drs

Although 1t 2 tll offc ly nb g the soc lled Cabmet
Misson Plan neg tmted th  gh t 1946 had already b oke
down Ths asthelast at mptt chevea unt ry yst m for

v Ind and twasb d nan laborate threct ed structure f
P ovinces  d gr Prodh Fap s Gr o p A compn ed the
pr se t Domnon of Inda while Gr up B "nd C conceded the

bsta cc of Wet nd Eat Pak stan sespecti ely but all three
Gro ps w r fosuppot w Lk central a thomty Th Crand
Desgn broke d wn s many tad d e b f re on deta l—wital
detal certa ly—b ta gmfica t wan ng for Lord Mo thatten

seemed tht the Ind n pproach w st tart v th n o erall
g eement and wo k ste d ‘H % y from st while the Bt sh p-
pr ch wa totackl th dftcultes first and hope to b left with
some ommon gr  d at the end

Unty hd been our greatest 1gislatve and  dmmnt tratse

achevm tmIda btbyM
wer Patastan of cta ly;)rd{arch 1947 th 1y alternat §

rmm 1t mth hold “Lord M ntb it n d sco ered from
person 1d et o wihth Le ders Tth Moslem Le gu thot
thyw 1d o tonpant ~tall st and fightac it a
mther th o coept tv (1 of powerto 11 du majo ty umon
whie C ngrey  howed themsel ¢ mpons of unty bt
o “r:;:gnf:ge:a By the sam 1t ken they ; sisted that

Yy ¢ mm nty hould go st ats wall fnto
Pak tan Pro dedthatwa n ldyne 1h y‘\: fxlgdlx’)n!::m funda
m ntal obectim 10 parttion  Afte seve ty threo days [ d plo-
mcy by dscu on o 1 nguparall 1 g to centr 14 n of will
adoaten tyof el it nth pat fLod Mountbaten the 3rd
Jue Plan as m prnaple acceped.



PROLOGUL 3

The Plan had three mun features  First it was partition within
parution The Punjab and Bengal the communal composition of
which were almost equal were given the nght to decide on their
o\ﬁn partitton prior to option for India or Palistan Mr linnah
while stressing the tragedy of this step was also unable to resist
its logic  For some time there was possibility of Bengal scparatism
cxpressing itself but this died away as the transfer of power drew
near As a result of this partition West and East Pakistan were
divided by some eight hundred miles Secondly 1t mvolved the
partition of the Sikhs this was the outcome of the partition of
the Punjab upon which the Sikh leaders msisted  Lord Mount
batten was surpnised at the vehemence of thewr attitude n view
of the price they would have to pay for it but was given no
practicable alternative by them

The third mawn feature was Domunion Status This was a
master strole on many grounds but 1n particular because it made
passible the maximum admimstrative and constitutional continuity
on the basis of the great India Act of 1935 As Lord Mountbatten
himself said shortly after his return to England I know of no
other country n the world to day in the fortunate position of
having ~ constitution that 15 already a working constitution but
which can be amended by a stroke of the pen day by day to be
made to work more agreeably to themselves

So much for the Plan let us turn now to some of the major
consequences of the pariition of Bntish India

Farst of all 1t meant 1n effect an admimstrative within 2 pohtical
transfer of power Action was at once taken to meet the demand
for the partition of the magnificent Indian Army A Supreme
Command gave higher direction until 1ts disbandment 1n Novem
ber to this complex and delicate task A Joint Defence Council
meeting alternately in India and Pakistan with Lord Moutbatten
acting as chairman on behalf of both Governments cnabled steady
contact on major ralitary problems to be mamntained right up to
Lord Mountbattens departure It also provided a safety valve
at more than one moment of cnists for private consideration of all
outstanding inter Domimon disputes A Partitton Council was
formed to deal with all civil issues ncluding trinsfer of assets
and endless technicahties 1nvolved 1n partition” Finally an Arbn
tration Tribunal was appointed to give awards when agreement
by other means had fuled Considering the range of the con
troversy involved these instruments of partition worked with
remarkable speed and admimistrative smoothness

Proviston was made i the Act on Mr Jinnahs suggestion
for Lord Mountbatten to be Governor General of both Dom
mons and for some time it seemed s 1f this might be i
but at the last moment Mr Ninnah decided otherwise No
he was 1 the best position to judge but in so far as ~
the mawinrity of nhvrical ascsets 1t was arceuahle tha
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umt G vernor Generalsh p mght b ve b en 1n the best interests
of Pakntan,

Tbe second major consequence Was, of ¢ rse the wviolent

unal reacts a 0 the Pun) b In term of the geogmphy

nd pop laton f{Ind a h 1 ik tro bles we ¢ concentrat
edm almtdbutwit! eatrbdth ntres  The people
rose up ag st th 1 le d rs acceptan of partition In‘m
communal rrupt o tsel e mil Hindu Skh nd Moslem
wereinvol ed s dmgatton f m nn mll o people bugan
overnghtiran reathe 2¢ {W les Afa great r cata trople
was avo ded onfy by an alm tmr [ u  bsence f Jargescl(e
famm and dsease. EAfl <r  lumn of r { gees stretch ng
formoreth nsitymles coep g sbn road the fam !
et cartying alt thee worldly g d nbull ckcrt There b d
been many comeun Imer ton befor butne rof th magn
t de Morcover ths um thre w uld be n return

For Paks tan the 1mm d te da ger to th key Pro nce f
the West Punkab cy wer  cce ng impovenished Moslem
pl ce of wealthy Skh Frinda the d~st threat was to
Delh whechwasrghtmth peente f ths earthquake Befor
long ome f tr hundr d th sand ref gees w € moving on th
capnl bunging n the r wake uffering  d bittemess 1t was

er hroc efforts norg sng lef T the ref gees th t

La2dy M untbatten mad hram mmrualinlds Herdy
mcb t human per onalty ¢ mb ed wuh her umgue Red Cros
2 d St John expenence b lped greatly 1o b 1d up th m al
and wepra © the cond ti s of th d nthe crowd d ef ge

cam
“p:hm three week of Independence Day the Pum M1 st
Pand t Nebry, and Deputy Prme Min ster Pt with gre t pol 1
@l courage inued Lord M ntb ttn now constiut nal
Go ernot-Gieneral to come d wn fr m Sumfa and take o er the
ha emanshup of the Emergency Committee f{ the Cab It
o umed { 1| war pow 11, and Go  ment Hfouse 1ts If becam
n perstonal he dquates  The Cabn ¢ would meet the  each
m rong snd go nto M p Room  hr the movements of the
refugees and o tbreaky of d turbances were pin po ot d on wall
chrts A the days went by it becam e dent that the nitwat on
w1 beng held alo gth_bound ry of the East Punpband U 1t d
Pro nces thre gh the frm act n t ken both by the P ne |
and Ce tral Government 1 halt sefug ¢ m vem nt thee If the
ernraent had shown waakn tth t pomt the trouble m ght
well ha e spread acros th whole of N rthern 1 d 3
Tt may be  ted whether all pes bl prea { ons were taken 1o
meet thy o« S m;h:‘h;t‘:an-;d(h g%2 It ndor  In tey
wer this uld uggey thy
:ad:rr;’Um shonid be borrs n rund, t the following con
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Once the Leaders bad accepted Partiion 1t became mmpossible
10 mamtain for very long the Intennm Congress Moslem League
Chahtion Government i Delln ¥t was only wath the utmost
difficulty that this Government had been set up in 1946 and held
together subsequently Ever since March the Punjab had been
admimstered on an emetgency basis under Section 93 of the
Government of India Act buf it was quite out of the question
for the Central Government to function under that regulation as
welll After 3rd Junc the Intenm Government fell apart each
side Wwanted to take control of their respective sovereign States
and they could have been deflected only at the cost of the over
throw of the Partttion Plan  Transfer of power mn the last
analysis was an unconditional act

As a precaution agamst trouble following upon the Award of
Sir Cynl Radchiffie who wath the agrecment of both Govern
ments had been mvited to draw the actual boundary hines for
the Punjab Bengal and Sylhet there was the largest concentration
of troops ever known n the Punjab  In fact a special Boundary
Force was set up i the area directly affected = The tash was
found however to be quite beyond 1ts resources and by October
command had to be handed back to the two new Governments

In the dispersal of forces before 15th August Independence
Day prowision had 1o be made to meet the hardly less tense
situation in Bengal and Calcutia  But here a completely different

Third Force was to succeed 1n leeping the peace It would
have been impossible to have foreseen the muracle of Gandhis
moral mnfluence and wanton to have rehied upon it 1 advance of
the event I have heard an cxpert estunate that the situation 1n
the Punjab could have been restored only with double the amount
of troops 1n fact employed (which would have meant some eight
divisions) and even then only on the assumption that they were
all communally rehable

Then there was the form taken by the Sikh nsing  The opera-
tions were mostly carnied out by small groups with cleverly plan
ned mobile attacks on trams and villages It was 1n fact a rank
and file revolt and any action to arrest the wilder Sikh leaders—
seriously considered at the time but rejected—would have been
more hkely to have touched off or ntensified the disorder than to
have brought 1t under control The Punjab troubles must be re
garded as a cataclysm but mn the context of Indim as a whole
they were mn fact limted to three per cent of the population
and were bardly comparable as a buman tragedy to the Bengal
famine of 1943 Finally 1t should be remembered that Partition
did not cause the communal cnisis but that the communal-crisis
was the cause of Parhhion

One of the major consequences of Partition was s effect on
the position of the Indian Princely States Five hundred and sixty
five of them 1n all rangung from Princes of States as large as
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Eu paannt nstolndlod cont N g fvith sndacres
they ruled er 2 th d of the Ind bounta nt noarea and
quantof t npopult n IThyst deotsd Bu hinda
pengnt oty relt nhip th B8t the P munt Pre
Thus the t rm V ceroy W mpaest ferm ¢ ng the dua)
status and function f Go Cae } 0Bt hind
Crown Repre entatve of the Ind Sties U ted th y mght
well ha ¢ beena f radabl f ot v wtn but "hnwe
mved n I dan March 1997 we f  dth Pr ces dstract d
nd fatally w kened by gre t t mald ens On S5thuly
after pr fo ged efforfs fo  hie me 1y [ p rpose mong
them Lord M untb tten spol to them  the Chamb r of Py ces
for the | ttme bt capacty a Crw Rep enttie He
ook the nuati ¢ d  ng them all ¢ accede to one 1 other
of the twa new Domi 10 s th Tt 5 cossrfow
the Brush Ray
Thebsceprnopl fAcce nw thtgtway ¢tedin the
rsonal d cret  of the R ler  ce an  toe B
' was recogn ed th t th dscr ho !d be q 1fied by the
geogr pheal cntguly fithe Ste ¢ th  cce or D mnt n
the comm n I compostonof theStte ndaplb et {nee
saryto scert nth wilfef th peple Lod M b tien met
“rx‘{:;rmkbleme et cces d libtthee fth
t hunded adsuyfi St hdaceded by 14th Aug 1
They h d recogn sed the { ree of h gum ttht  lunt ry
medutsstio wsthergetestch o f wvi b pdy
chang ng world that the protecton [ B t h pa smountcy was
n longer a practcabl source ta th 1y buttht 1co gt
wo 1 ulers th y could mak 1al cont but en to the poltcul
and ocal ldmtyof th tw newnt ny
The contrucu et tesm  hp FCongr 3 nd g P ota
'Sard r Patel the Deputy Prm Mn 16 who becam the frot
\fn tertnch rp of relations wh the St U muy be acknow!
edged For ’r“&‘i““‘f&‘é&' T et defoat
th of ng jo te ersal of | ng-esizh]
ﬂ;‘da ﬁ‘nc&e(ll"e!ml’ll npovddbygneuy.g,g,{mq
Accession was to be foll ed losely by the A rgec pol y
Sever 1 g &3t Princely Biots w7 { tmed O pocral Importance
Sere the Unon of th States of O Malva (wh hy ol d s
Gwal sdladorey Cre v m b g mosic of some two
hundred Pracel gy under th Ulmd:n!;& { lge Jam S hh oof
e {2
e corsequence [ the settlerment with the smg,s";‘ L “:",’_
proach suggested 1 oghy by M onbotten by th new I1d
Governmenttomd i Pone ¢l pol el d d plon
me b €0 [ (5, PO e A mlng e
a0 TS n
P ¢ gt 21 UDed ™ nens Tt by been a bloodloes
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revolution and a pohtical achievement of the first magmtude
Vargely lost sight of abroad on acount of more turid 1nd dramatic
mews among which must be counted events m those three States
who failed to accede by 15th August
There was first of all the case of Junagadh This was not ol
primary importance 1n tiself but sigmificant for the precedents 1t
set Junagadh was a small State of some five thousand square
miles with a Moslem ruler who finally acceded to Pakistan By
his action the twin principles of geographical contiguity and com
munal majonty wherent in Accession were both violated  After
vanious complicated negotiations India took over the State and
a plebisaite confirmed popular acceptance of this action
Junagadh was a mere curtan raiser to the complex problem
posed by the delayed accession of hashmir Lord Mountbatten
himself had visited hashmur 1n June and armed wath an assurance
from Sardar Patel on the Indian side strongly adwvised that any
decision talen prior to 15th August would be acceptable to both
successor States The Maharaja however chose to ignore this
opportunity and only acceded to India on 26th October when
confronted by large scale tribal nvasion coming largely from the
North west Frontier Province of Pakistan Here was a Hindu
ruler with a State geographically continguous to both Dominions
and the majonty of his subjects Moslem  Kashmirs accession
was rendered more complicated still by further special factors
ere was a powerful Kashmir States Congress movement led
by Sh:lkh Abdullah a Moslem Congressman of forceful person
ality ind national status i India  Moreover Nchru himself
descedded from Kashmin Brahmins and Sheikh Abdullah are
not ohly political colleagues but also close personal friends
But from the mihtary viewpoint Kashmir 1s an area of great
stratefic importance to both countries Pakistan has inherited
the byrden of the North west Frontier and a major conflict of
wntereg between the two Governments along this hine could grave
ly undermmne the secunty—already stramned by the partition of
the Injlan Army—of the entire sub continent It was soon clear
that tke Kashmir commitment would mvolve a dingerous dramn
of maipo“er and money and a distraction of effort gomng beyond
the mirgin of safety or the dictates of prudence Far India in
particilar 1t means the deployment of her mulitary strength to
the maumum disadvantage along tenuous hnes of communication
and o} a front where superiority of numbers and armour can
rarely pe exploited
Finaly there was the appeal to the Umted Nations by India
at the peak of the ensis in December 1947 which has given the
dispute an international status There 1s no easy solution to
Rashmr In one sense 1t symbohses the general clash of sent
ment sd nterest which made Partition mevitable It may well
be tha{there was imnherent 1o any settlement of the general Con
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gress M lem Leaguc onflict one outstand ng and snsoluble d
ute. When the { rmula wa the Cabinet Mis on Plan t s
Xss:un 1n the spr ng of 1947 1t scemed [ om the emph s s placed
upon_t by both Gandh and hinnah that t wo Id b the North
west Fronts ¢ Pro nce At m of th wheel and the clash m ght
w 1! have centred round Bengal or Calcutta  Moreover b th
sides ar sustained by fervent and not unf nded b1 f 1 the
trength of their cavse—D kst n rely g more n natral justce
and :conl mic neces ty and India mor on legal ght and pohtt
cal mor 1ty
Th th ¢ and perhaps most mportant Stat of all to stand
o t de Accessio vas Hyde abad st kit pecial ca e
with a Moslem Prince (d rect descend  t of the Moghul Empe o
\ceoy) & d asmall Mol m alg rchy th g emng caste
th State ge graph mllér nthe heat fInd  and the s bects
¢ ghty 1x per ce t Hin In ¢ of th Nizam speaal stat
§ EhY Mowntbatten  although now onstt tion |
Gneral ws mpowcedtocarryonneg t t n for a Stand t1]
Agreeme t w th lum beyond 14th Avg ¢ But h ps becau
ofsd:\ lopments 1o Jun gadh d hashm or fexpect to of
s pport from opnon abro d or from  me inner compulsion the
Nizam tned to st 11 nd play f  ume
At the end of October a d ly ccredt d del ¢ won 1 Judng
fus Prume M1 ter nd h constit t al ad iser Sr Wal
Monckton accepted th sub tance of  Stand ull Agreem nt o
ret med to Hyder bad to recommend th Nizam s signature H
Legs! u e Co nal [ rmall oved ~The N zam then excus d
hmelffr m gnngforai whours d riog which ume membe s
of the deleg t d ¢ to return to Delts w ¢ surrounded at thete
homes and s bjected to physcal mtmdto by th Mostm
extrem t party th It hd IMusimen  Whn they ww the
Nizam in the m o ng lhtho dthth had change?h smad
and they d ly res gned Nuzam 1 the kn wledge hat he
had kﬁdﬁ ;ei: c bl{l‘l drlnn mum cgnml n fr m the Go
ment of Ins en Y ppo te n w del
ent rely °‘h" bh a4 mtmb:‘:! cgat on cotst ting
Aft e 1l 1237 Ept: it g s mch for Lord
battensdplom tcres reeth th  as 6] ¢ Leep the z::!;u(m
tons al ¢ atall. Bih previled po o ermr t of
Indatorece th nwdlegu  mimg i carthth w id
notsu porithecha 2 fa  pglocmm and N venbr gy
reported back € b Nzmwthpr osely th sam ¢ oy be
fr 1h umehesgrd M bhd m thsrspt byt
lostm b fth Gover.ment of Incas esent) | ¢ nfibmee o

1h  procesy

There fol owed moral nd phy cal Lty {the s 4y
Agrement whohw IO rayer ped afmlset me t
Hyderabad spocsered AN 3 acts to d ply her 2% an

k]
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mdependent nation A loan was offered to Pakistan and State
Congress Icaders were imprisoned without tnal  But most pro
vocative was the activity of hasim Razvi head of the Ittehad ul
Mushmeen Party and of the Razakars embryo storm troopers 1
met Razvi when I wisited the Nizam on Lord Mountbattens
behalf 1m May 1948 I can only describe him as expressing the
most violent race hatred I had encountered 1n anyone since a
meeting I had with Forster the Danzig Nazi just before the war

On the Indian side there was an undoubted blochade of the
State which included the stopping even of medical supphes Mos!
of this obstruction seemed to be orgamised at Prowncial levels
but while the Central Government did not authonse it neither
did they succeed 1n bringing 1t effectively to an end Then there
was Communist intervenion which was designed to embarrass
and confuse both sides

Britain never recognised Hyderabad s title to independence and
n a famous letter to the present Nizam 1n 1926 Lord Reading
laid down that Britain s relatienship was one of undoubted Para
mountcy It was unreasonable to expect that the successor
Power consisting of Hyderabad s kith and lun, should now con
cede what the British Raj had so consistently refused  Right up
to the cve of his departure 1t seemed that Lord Mountbatten
might find a formula to cover Hyderabads final relations 1 ith
India but unhappily 1t was not to be Three menths after he
left a mulitary demonstration and occupation was provided to
clinch the argument

Some of the Indian diplomacy on the spot was undoubtedly
clumsy Jand the presentation of their case throughout was general
ly deplorable indiz has been severely criticised for forcing the
pace but 1t has to be remembered that 1n giving the Nizam more
ume they would also have been allowing Razv: and his fanatical
movement fresh scope Indian intervention effcctively cheched
the spread of communal violence and has isured political con
solidation throughout South India

The Nizam with his love of diplomatic finesse left himself just
enough margin to save his dynasty As the leading Prince m
India his great mustake had beun retirement into his State as a
result of the clash with Lord Reading m 1926 and complete with
drawal from central affairs thereafter From his 1solation he fal
ed 1n 1947 to recogmse the meamng of Partition which nevitably
mvolved the setting up of two strong Central Governments instead
of one wezk one

The transfer of power was an unique response essentially to a
revolutiondry situation It 15 usual for revolutions to get out of
control and defy the calculations of those who lead them
Yord Mountbatten s greatest achievement lay n producing a
tion which had about 1t sufficient substance wnd support to
the storm of the immediate revolutionary crisis and to

P aane g
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munal sentiment n Bengal came as 2 blow to the Commumists
who had concentrated most of their effort in the industrial slums
of Calcutta and had directed their propaganda strongly against
the dwvision of India

After the transfer of power Communst effort seemed to move
from Bengal to the South There was a big conference of Com
mumists from South-east Asia under Indian leadershup early in
1948 1n which there were signs of the usual deviatiomist troubles
Commumsm 1s hkely to provide a dangerous threat to the Con
gress Just so long as there 15 extensive musery to exploit

While Palustin has derived 1ts inspiration from providing a
Moslem homeland the Indian Union has ammed at creating
loyalty to a secular democracy With some forty million Moslems
left after Partition on the Indian side of the border not to men
tion eight million Christians six million Sthhs and other smaller
communitzes India 15 certamly something more than a Hindn
State Gandhi lumself was to become a martyr 1 the cause of
Hindu Moslem solidanty

The Indian constitutton which was under active preparation
and discussion during Lord Mountbattens term of office 15 2
synthesis of the great Western charters of liberty The obvious
hiatus between the vision of this document and the realties of
Indian life does not destroy the validity of the vision 1t re
presents a great tribute to the liberalising influence of British
thought and 1s a fundamental attach upon the awms and aspira
tions of communahsm The Indian constitution offers fresh hope
for the eighty milhon Untouchables who under purely Hindu
dogma were partahs poliuting food with their shadow but are
now Indian citizens with equal rights before the law It 1s sigm
ficant that one of the principal personalties in Nehrus Govern
ment and as such a promunent personahity in the preparation and
sponsorship of the Constitution 1s Dr Ambedkar the well known
leader of the Untouchables

Economucally Pakistan i spite of the mitial disasters quickly
showed herself to be a viible State with the supreme asset of a
solvent agricultural economy There was a surplus both of food
and jute 1n the first Pakistan budget India however was soon
suffering from inflation and 1n response to the Gandhian ethic
rather than on grounds of stnict cconomuc justification from the
altogether too rapid removal of controls over basic commodities
The controls had to be climped on again but the operation was
difficult and the dimage had been done

It 1s perhaps 1n the psychological field that the greatest revolu
uon of all has occurred” In advance of any final defimtions of
Commonweaith membership Indo Bntish relations under Lord
Mountbattens imagmative leadershup had already improved be
yond all expectations Those of us who took part in the Independ
ence celebrations were eye witnesses of what must surely be one
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CHAPTER ONE

VICLROY DEISIGNATE

LONDON Thursday 19th December 1946

I CALLED EARLY on Mountbatten at his home in Chester Street
and arrived 1n time for the customary Mountbatten breakfast—
fast minute dictation toast and tea all competing for the services
of lns mouth As usual the meal came off second best He hnad
asked me to go round and see him about his South-east Asia
Command Despatches  As erstwhile Recorder and heeper of his
war Diarnies throughout his tour of duty as Supreme Commander
1 retain an almost ev officco now no more than honorary mterest
in these Despatches There are many teething troubles mn their
production not the least of which 1s to fit them mto his crowded
agenda As our bustness was not finished and time pressed there
was as usual no altermative but to accompany him to his next
appointment—a sitting for an official portrait Oswald Birley 1s
painting of him

When we got mto the car he pulled up all the windows swore
me to the utmost secrecy and whispered that what he was about
to tell me was known to no one outside his own family Mr
Attlee he said had called for him the previous eveming and
1nvited fum to succeed Lord Wavell as Viceroy of India Although
I had become accustomed to associate hum with surprises I was
wholly unprepared for this denouement All was fairly set for
him to fulfil his long thwarted personal ambition of resuming his
career 1n the Navy His refresher course was in full swing He
was to be Rear Admiral commanding the First Cruiser Squadron
with effect from April 1947 Moreover the recent conference in
London between the Indian Leaders Lord Wavell and the British
Government while giving no grounds for any easy optiumsm
seemed to imply that the Cabmet Misston Plan was still in being

From what ¥ now heard the Prime Mmuister had put a very
different complexion both on Indias and Mountbattens future
Mr Attlee had begun the mterview by asking Mountbatten
whether his heart was really set on going to sea He replied that
1t certainly was By being put back into circulation with his own
Service s whole Naval career was being saved He added that
he had been both surprised and touched at the number of letters
he had received from his friends 1in the Navy expressing their
pleasure that he was going back to sea agamn

Attlee then switched the conversation to the Indian «
Wavell he said had come back with nothing more
than a military evacuation plan The Government was L
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fa ourably impressed wath the pol t cal trend  affect ng both the
Congress and th Moslem League 1l w were not ery @ ful
we mught well find oursel ¢ hand g India o er not smply to
avil war but to pol ucal mo ements of a d fi tely total tanan
o racter Urgent aci n as n ded to bre k the deadlock and
the pnncipal members of the Cabnet h d ¢ ched the ¢ ndl _o
that a new personal approach was perh ps the nly hopc Th y
had looked roond n ery directon fo a s t bl man 10 make
t and h d un oim sly agreed th t t wa Mountbatten alone
who had the pers nalty and ¢ Ifcaton requ ed
At this point Mountbatten inters ned t y h mut at once
m ke st clear from wht he hd f the Indan stuati n
when he way Sugrcm Command ¢ and { m h s many talks w th
h badentrely greed wh'W 1l fcy ptoh
last falk 1a Deth n June' ‘Th re was noth ng that Wav il h d
don through tth ttme shichh w 1d thvedoehm
self  Attlee apreed that fund ment lly st asn tWaell ge r1
2ol cy 1n th past that was n quest on b tits implementati n to
Jay The hard f ct wa that pie n mitng forts it
had Targely b oken down, and Attlee reitersted that m ths e
;(uunleproblemv\a n % mo ne [ pers It Th
pecd for closer personal contacts w th the lnrn Le !u a

piram 0t
Mountb tten t 1d me that he pt pa stff fght gainth
Prme Mouster presur nd blandshm t tres ng b ex
reme titedn  and th folly { eirnghimoutt oyoung d
of d verting hm fr m s Scrv ce caree” whre pethaps hsm t
Tiyuself Iness t the Sttely W there n  ther n mes
What sbout Auch lek h wa mm sly popula 1 Indm
The ot v ew nd d gt cemy on teof ndect n Mo 1
batten wi hed t_know st wh t G - emment pol ¢y he would be
equ red 10 mpl mest and bt !d me th t bel = m king any
aswer h mustimayeasecons ltth K g sncea Viceroy
asnot enly th o taally hsserv t ad om btasfras
the Ind an Prces were concern d hs R present 1y
Tie a ked what my react n was ¢ thy bomb hell 1 could
o \y,{,]ythnhernm Mntr{ b pat hdshws n
od rabt peycholegaal  ght  dma s nd ppra lofh
rsonal quatficate s b tb (b ahs dcmumn 11 so
abybeasked t th 1 such an xplos ¢ mmtm 9t witho 1
the dearest drect v Mountbatten th 1 sad tw v quut clear
10 him that there & uldha 1t betheecardesttm Imt for th
tar fer fyove {hism onwa ottobe b pelessly com
sedwithind o pne fromthe st A {rthe Brt b

Teacum pef bt fh geedt ¢ there wo 1d be cons der
"ble pulic sympathy for hm in ¢ Xrg on the job tall 2 d
fop tor suppert ¥ould prb bly b ck him up 4 whatey £ mea
s.res be 9% f1 o take e ready to run any rak but dd
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not 1n fact think that the traditional nisk of his being made the
scapegoat was excessive

I am afraid that when we got to Birleys studio and the time
came to study the forceful but unfimshed portrait my mund was
on other things

LONDON [niday 20th December 1946
My wife and I attended the British Governments Reception
at Lancaster House in honour of Pridi Panomyong the Semor
Statesman of Stam who had combmned the roles of Regent and
resistance leader during the war
Mountbatten arnved at the party rather late On seemng me
there he signalled me into a quiet corner and showed me his
reply to the Pnme Mimster s offer It was quite bnef but while
appreciating the honour he had begged to be excused unless he
was able to go at the express invitation of the Indian Leaders
I must say I think 1t 1s extremely unlikely that Attlee will be
able or willing to comply with this condition so this may well be
the last we shall hear of the whole proposal He said he was
gomg straight from the party to Downng Street

LONDON Friday 20th December 1946

Mountbatten s acceptance of the Viceroyalty 1s at last firm His
early talks with the Prime Muuster were inconclusive Govern
ment policy accepted the principle of a time Lt but havered
over the exact date The second half of 1948 was suggested but
Mountbatten s conviction hardened that political success was
bound up with the Government s readness to accept the earliest
possible date of Bnitish departure from India and he at once bid
for second half to mean June rather than December With the
Christmas week at hand final decisions were held over and
Mountbatten took himself and his family away for a brief holiday
at Davos He had not been there forty eight hours when he was
urgently summoned to London and a special aircraft sent to
bring him back This move was calculated to arouse considerable
Press speculation but 1ts meaning was mssed

Mountbatten was recalled because the news from India was in
creasingly sertous The communal deadlock and violence persist
ed The Government wished to announce a new policy and a
new Viceroy as quickly as possible  After close consideration of
the terms of this draft announcement and 1n particular the incor
poration of a phrase to indicate that his Naval career will not be
prejudiced Mountbatten has finally agreed in principle to take
on the job He went so far he told me as to msist that the Farst
Lord and First Sea Lord should associate themselves with the
Prime Mimnsster 1o guaranteeing his return to the Navy The~-
Loowledge that the king was strongly mn favour of lus
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tak ng the task h Iped to onfirm hs decrron  In hs d scus-
son wih th G r me t he warned them of the danger of
gvng any imprss n that hs appontment as des gne
to perpetuate the V ceregal syst m or to impo € Brit h arbitrs
ton Ths was his rea on f r makmg h's accept nce in the
nstance cond tional upon his ece ng n open in it tron from
the Indan p rte t go n & capacty defined by thems Ies Mr
Attlee explaned mn detal howe er that ths lat condvon % %
ntfeasble bt h fully ccepted the p ncple of te nunating
the Briush Ry by a specift 'd 1 regardle  of agre m nt of
eartier th n the tme hm't f the ndan partres ¢ Dble befo

nd t agree on a ce stt ton  d f rm a Gove nment

His Majesty G enmant b s shown (s If pepaed to got
ery great I ngths t s ¢ Mo ntbatt ns acceptance S r Stafforé
Cr pps offered to pro d the necess ryIas n nad an e betnee
theld Ladesand th o¢w Veeroy and to d  his utmo!
to enu that the appo ntment wa 1 fact acceptable to them
bef etwa fTcally anno noed Crpps went s0 f ras to off f
to en n any cap cty e n to the po 1t of ccompany ng
M unmtbatten t Inda  Ths offer was n t unnaturally sh | ed
] statt nd xper nce n Ind n fla s wo Id hatve
preud e d M ntbatt ns po ton a d m de t v rtuafly smpos
sblefor nw Vcer yt carry nn g tat nswthth ecess ry
author ty or pre t ge

LoNpON T sday Ot F bruary 1947

Toc mr clledo M ntbatt n_t Che ter Str ¢t thts time
t s¢ hm botInd andg e firm nd fial yes to h
m taon to jon hs staff a fress attache

W h e hadthat Aul es stat ment in the H { Com
mons ha be n the oca fal ly ceneand that Ch rch |l
eemed b nt on mak ng poltcal capital ot of M nth tt ny
appo ntment and the pol cy underly ng ¢

The ew Vecoyw sg en verywdemand te Ifthr w g
nolklhood of untary conttutonemrg gfomaf lyre
prec 1at ¢ Constt t A mbly by J ne 1948 then s id Mr
Attlee the Brti h Go ernment %0 Id have to cons d r to whom
1he pow rs of the central G mm nt 1 Brn h T dash uld b
handed o er on the du dite shether s a whole to some form
of ¢central G ernment for Brtish Ind  ormms meacast th
< tiog Pro maal Go ernment  of n such other way as may
seem most reasomablz  nd in the best anterest  of the Indan
people  As [ rihe Procly States the Pume M n ter made 1
clear that the Government dd not intend o hand o er th r
powers and oblgt ns under F mm nicy to any succestor
Go ernment of Brt hInd  While P r mo ntey w 3 1o bo re
ta ed unt) po of wy actyally transferred 1t coptempt red
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. that for the intervening period the relations of the Crown with
mdividual States may be adjusted by agreement
Churchill at once jumped up to ash a number of barbed ques
tions about the reasons for Wavells removal It must be con
fessed that Attlee s reference to Wavell had been sufficiently cold
and perfunctory to provide Churchill with this particular open
g The time limit also came as a considerable émotional jolt to
the Conservative: Opposition  What threatened to be 2 major
show-down however petered out through the House of Com
mons time honoured techmaque of passing on to other busimess

CHAPTER TWO

DEBATES AND BRIEFINGS

LONDON Wednesday 26th February 1947

THE GREAT TWO-DAY Debate in the House of Lords has ended
with Lord Templewood withdrawing hus motion of virtual censure
on the Government for its announcement of 20th February This
was one of the occasions when the opimons of the House of
Lords were not unjustifiably regarded by many as carrying greater
political weight than those of the Commons In the first place
m as far as the Lords were discussing the new situation in advance
of the forthcoming Commons Debate 1t was appreciated that
the final atutude of the Conservative Oppositton might well de
pend upon the tone set by their Lordships  Moreover they were
debating not so much 1n their hereditary capacity as in the role
of elder statesmen specialists and experts

A palaxy of names famous in the annals of Indian admimstra
tion for over a quarter of a century addressed themselves to Lord
Templewood s stern declaration that the time limit was a breach
of farth mpenthng the peace and prospenty of India  Comung
from Lord Templewood who as Secretary of State while still
Lnown as Sir Samuel Hoare had spent the better part of seven
years 1n steerng through the great Government of India Act of
1935 aganst the most violent and sustaned opposition of Mr
Churchii] and the Conserative night wing this motion was 1n
decd a formuidable challenge to the Government and if widely
supported calcvlated to render 1 umted national approach to
Indian Independence mmpossible By the ime Lord Listowel had
wound up the first day s Debate for the Government there seemed™
very little prospect of avording a division and a defeat 4
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Th s danger loomed larger to-day when Lord Smon of Sm R
Comm: ton fame resumed f r th Oppostion He spoke for
1 tov anhour Ityas an ess y i closely reas ned n gation
ad forb dng The accum | ted b rden of the Governments
problems as enough to break dow the del ber te ¢ ns der tiot
of a y man o body of men  However I am bound to say
he conlud d th t'T adly fear that the end of this busun 318
ntg gt beth estabishment of pc ce n India but r ther
thtit gong todgrad th Brtish n me

Aft t yet an ther highly cntical peech this tme by Lord
Trench 1d Lord Half x—the o ly ex Viceroy tak ng part 1n the
Debate—ro et m k hi last great dects e it rvention in Indian
affars R chog o t far bey nd th confines of party f th or
discplne b de lared —

Wths h ko wledge as I ha ¢ T am not prep red to 53
that vh ey else m:?' b night or wrong ths step mu t on 2fl
unts ¢ rtanly be y dged t be wrong for the truth 1s that
for Y dat -daythre s no 11t nthat s n t fraught with tle
g a est objection w th the grav st danger And the conclus on
that I cach—w th 1l that can be sad ag nst t—s th t I am not
prepar d to condemn wh t Hs M jestys Go ernme t ar dong
nl ss I can honestly and  nfidently recomme d a b tter solu
tion Isho Idbesorry fthe onlym sag frmth H ¢
tolnda tthsm m tw'soneof codmnation bas d on what
Frmutf llyrec g 1sc are ery natural feel ngs of fal re fru tr
ton and f boding

Lord Sam 1told m =afters rdsth tit wa the mo t per uas ¢
spe hhehad erheardd! red inth H use of Lods nd
that ts mpact was chthatm yConsrvt e Perswuh b
fr h tose hd firmly deaded to of ag3 tth G emmm
changed th r mnd while he was speak gand {112 wth hs

ppeal to Templ wood to pare th House the n ces ty of
gongtoaD ison Th restof the Deb t was an anticf max
The ude of opinon had turn d and Templewo d whle mam
t o gh cnucsms d ly withd ew his motion

LonpoN ¥ ed esday Sth Mar h 1947

Alth ugh the open ng of the two-day D bate 1n the House of
m wa ob tously great Pal mentary occam n I co k

n t help fecl ng when 1 saw Cripps nise to expound the Govern

ments case wth hs ¢t me and 1 adty that the key
battls for the nen polcy h d already been w 1n the Lor

Crpps speech  are lInays so loscly reas ned 2 d beaunfully

rranged th t the em nonal ¢ mperat ¢ Imost immed ately d  ps

when h speaks. He w 1d ne r dream of appeal g to your
heart wtho t fist trymng ¢ persuad y ur mnd Bt on'the

occason I detected & d pernt of pa on te conviction than

u ual
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Already Cripps contributton to India s forthcomng Independ
ence was 1ssured of its place mn history As Lord Halifax had
pomnted out the Cripps Mission of 1942 was the decisive act
trom which there could be no turning back In 1946 he was the
domuinating figure of the Cabinct Misston In both negotiations
he had been on the verge of complete agreement and unqualified
success only to see his efforts thwarted at the last runute 1In
proposing the Government s new approach he must have known
that he was in fact confirming the effective echipse of his own
elaborate master plan to transfer power to a united India

He was at pams to stress that it was admmustratively and mils
tanily out of the question to stay on beyond 1948 Otherwise he
laid no special emphasis on the time hmt and he made no re
ferunce whatever to Lord Wavell This last omission was un
doubtedly a pity as 1t tended to confirm the 1l disposed gossip
about senious differences of opmion between the Government
and the returning Viceroy Cripps throughout did his utmost to
leave the door open for a revised Cabinet Mission Plan  Now
1s the time  he said 1 his finql peroration  when the wider good
of all India throughout which both commumities are widely dis
persed must take precedence over the marrower clams of single
communities or smgle parts of that great continental area

Sir_John Anderson moved a detatled amendment on behalf of
the Conservative Opposition which he supported with a ponder
ous oration The f%rmuh was 1n effect an elaborate attempt on
Sir Johns part to reconcile what Lord Halifax had said last week
with what Mr Churchill was Iikely to say to morrow But this
was a formidable task even for one of Anderson s draftmg cahibre
As was perhaps to be expected he Iirgely confined himself to an
exhaustive condemnation of the Governments time hmit pro

osal  Under cover of 1 dense dialectical smoke screen he worked

1s way towards 1 position of proposing « final date for an agreed
central quthority ?a:]mg which the Government should resume
freedom of action to transfer power to convemient separate
authonties ns speedily as possible  Anderson 1s a disappomnting
Parhamentarian  This aspect of his career has been superimposed
upon too many other distinctions too late in Iife  The result 1s
2 pomposity of manmer and a heaviness of expression which
weaken both his arguments and influence 1n the House

The more persuasive performances to day came from back-
benchers spealing from their own experience sometimes against
the party inc  Perhaps the most ongmal suggestion under this
heading was put forward by the Sociilist rebel Zilhacus who
saw India as the classic problem of national minonties who are
distrustful at being left to the tender mercies of the majority In
this stance however the Moslem commumty was more than a
national minonty but somewhat less than an mdependent nation,~
He cited the example of the USSR to suggest that India
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nlcr mult nat nal memb rshp [ th United Natio s which
would enable the Mosim to h ¢ the s mo t tus as the
Ukrata and become  epart mmb r

oNpoN TF d 'y 61F March 1947
vhen Chu chll res med th D bare to-d y w  vere repaled
ththelong v tted £ w kd play O e the year Churchill
crzlylxhpcx ert as o d  hat may

perhaps best be themed b T da n v p clams probably
themost igd ndunbndng & Mh op o ponthe p bl
S e off by takng hs ¢ d

He tarted of tak ng hs 1 th Crpps M son of
194.. Alhough the ffer had n t be n ccep(pd t th tme
bthsdesof sthe Huse eestib dby ¢ Hede uced
the prsntplna mol ngg part from the scope
and ot gty [t prinapt There a3 tiat refrnc
nthsdeb feta™w N btt f f me da The Vice
oy Lozd Wa el by bead m ed 1hold no brt € f ¢ Lowd
Wa 1 He has b n b fing unwill ng nt of the
G vernment tn 1 th errorsa dm tak  nt hch they ha e
beenid Buth contnedto s rtthth ddntkno why
W ethdbee catand tth ;ncu nd t prss fora

rs ! statemat frm hm n b return

A forthenew Vceroy 1 het mak  new effort t 1 store
4 st ton or: itmerly Ope t  Scuttl an  hich he and
other d stng  hed offic 18 ha ¢ b en despatch d m nd
10 say the whol thng wers th apect [a  uempt by th
Go e at to make uc of boll at w  fgres n ofdroto
over up a melz B 1y a stru trn ot

He then enteted the field of pophecy Inda st be subgct d
wot mer Iy t pariton but to fr gm mat 1 and t haphazard
f gmentaton  The tme Imt I {om bri gng the Indian

nd
,T:f\-m:ous 1 hnding e the Gor mment { [ dat
these so-called poltcal ¢la et we a had gocrtomn of
“wauhmlnlltw’ea;n trac wll rema Ths Gov m
e L by therr Jatest ¢t 0 th fifteen m ath Imiat 0 enppl
W new Veer y and deswroy th p ospect few n‘g] & thto gh
the bu nes o the ge d "abch b 1o be ettle

Yoo found wh tiy mcomp ba bl th tme Imt fr ) dua
bt he lack of i { rPlesine Lo ldihe House b | that
theee were three of four 1mey as m Ny At h droops n Ty

ty P lene a tn mghty Ind 1 the prerent t me?’ He could

dna seme 1 th ¢t but not frees 1 only postine

V wercthatth rtoshould b ¢ ¢ sed @ dea typcal

Dm sn.wznse-(hﬂ?" cus ¥ gf st nsh Id be tak

Gy and the problem of th Moslem mn r1y ubmitted to the
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United Nations And so to the funeral concluston  Many have
defended Britain agamnst her foes none can defend her agamst
herself But at least let us not add—by shameful fight by
a premature hurned scuttle—at least Jet us not add to the pangs
of sorrow so many of us feel the tant and smear of shame

When Attlee rose at Iast from the Treasury Bench there was an
arr of expectancy which bad somehow been nussing before In
deed one of the things which surprised me while Cripps was
spealing yesterday was the thinness of the Labour ranks = After
Question Time they had trooped out not to return again en bloc
until the Prime Minister brought the Debate to 2 close the follow
g evening  He certainly did not disappoint them  Although I
have often listened to Attlee on various themes this i1s the first
time I have heard tum on India which 15 undoubtedly his specral
subject His two years ervice as a member of the Simon Com
mussion was clearly one of the most formative experiences of his
Iife and historically speaking probably the most important thing
about the Simon Commussion Those who are 1nterested 1 work
mg out the conmtrast between Churchill and Attice should not
overlook the Indian motif

On this occasion Attlee brought to bear on his famous adver
sary a debating armament of a calibre which 1 for one had no
1dea he possessed He put aside his notes spoke straight from
the heart, and the result was a genuine eloquence His style did
not change but he simply ceased to be commonplace This man
burns with a hidden fire and 1s sustained by a certain spiritual
integnty which enables him to scale the heights when the great
occasion demands Churchill was raked with delicate wony It
was close n fighting which 15 sometimes lost upon the general
public but which scores posnts with the judges and wins bouts mn
the Parliamentary ring

Attlee firmly rebutted the doctrine that Wavell was under some
necessity to make a personal statement on his return  to put it
colloquially 1f 1 change of bowlng 1s desired 1t 15 not always
necessary that there should be an elaborate explanation  As for
the attack on the admission of the Indian polticians into the
Government and the desire to continue with the caretaker ad
munmstration— the essence of the Indian problem 1s to get Indian
statesmen to understand what are the real problems they have
to face A very grave fault of the reforms that we have
carricd out over these years 15 that we have taught irresponst
bility mnstead of responstbiity All Indian pohticians were per
manently 1n oppositton and speaking with long expenence it 1a
not good to be always in oppositron

He then turned to our responsibihities to the munonties Here
he made the shrewd point that in so far as the existence of the
scheduled castes (Untouchables) and their positton was part of
tha wcihaln ITimdsr ernemial cveterm 1bhe Rreitich Pat had laclked
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the w 1l but the powe ta s the e people W th one or tee
pecial exceptt ns  ur poltcy had been to accept the soc a1 and
conome system ve b d f und  Why are we t 1d siow  he
asked atthe ery nd of o rrule thtyve mut ol ar up all
the ¢ thing ¢ g0 oth rv se we shall betray ur irust?
If that trust s there 1t ought to ha e b en fulfilled long ago
Essentially th d nger of d | y the dange s of hangpg n Vere
asgre t  the danger of gomng forv td He oncl d d by say 18
he was vrethe hole H se o idwsh Godspeed to the new
Vceroy n his great musson It s a mssi n not as has be
sug%‘cx:ed of btayal on ou part t sams on f fulklment
The Pame Mnster speech and 1 part cular hs pe oraton
rued h back be ch supporter  ho normally d play a some
vhatparoct land pas e titud ta adsI da toa hghptch
of enth sam  When the House d ded the vote was thre
haded nd thety een nfa ¢ €th G  roments pol
and urms on g ¢ h ndred and ¢ ghty I ¢ aga nst
tho gh M Attlccs appe 1 that there ho I1d be a un ted message
of good 1! from the H u to the Indan Ic de s and pe p!
had'{ led to prevent a Dwviy n n stnctly Party | es one co Id
not h Ip comng aw y f om this hst re¢ Debate with the sens
thtth guif btwe n Go ernme ¢t and Oppo ton was f rna
rower th n some of Mr Ch rch /1 s more sombre polem ¢s m ght
suggest.

LovpoN Monday 1001 Mach 1947
In genera! tcan be sad that Mou thatten 1 bricfing hemsell
for the poittcal tak that tes ahe d of hm starting from
tch "B t he core stedInd befo firtays n
ADC. to the Pnnce of Waleson hs four n 19 1 Th n between
October 1943 and Apr1 1944 N w D lhi was hi b adquarters
as § preme Alled C mmand r but th  post had been formed
for the tpres purpose of separatng th respon blity for the
prosecut o of the wa in So th-ea t Ay« from that of 1h inte
nal defence and secunty of Ind 1 and 3t adm nstrat n ava bas
M reover athough th scope of hydut 3t ged bey nd strctly
mitsry opeat 6 hs parapalteal dnter ts dd n ot nclude
Joda  He used 1o s¢ 2 lot of Lord Way ! and offcally the
V,ceroy s retaton hp to hum a9 Suprem  Commander was that
of Minster { gméapm nted “hlh # spect | drectve to ad s
ceent the emment th ¢ ¢t qusale ¢t
ﬁ;\ic;‘g the Mddle Fast theat ¢ of war pest e 1y
Towards the end of b tm m 50 theast A 3 C mmand
Mou thatten b 4 ki fir t mect ng w th Jawaharfal N key the
oecs 1o of Nebrus 1 f 1o Malays at the s gpeston of Tord
Naclowethe g Ind nme dy thee It a2 mot
quccesstul and Bapsy enve nter 1 was pos ~sion

e
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of 1t and 1t was quite ¢lear that the two men made a deep per
sonal impression upon each other

From the moment his appomtment was announced Mount
batten has been caught up in a hectic sequence of meetings and
nterviews He has seen the King whaose constitutional position
1s vitally affected and has been i1n almost regular session with
tho India Burma Commuittee of the Cabmnet which includes Attlee
Cripps Alexand-r and Pethick Lawrence and 1s concerned with
the detailed elaboration and control of the Governments Indian
policy There have also been detailed discussions with the Chiefs
of Staff and India Office experts They have ranged over the
whole field from the terms of the Governments directive to the
Viceroy to compensation for the Indian Civil Service from the
movement of British civihans from India with 1ts effect on world
shipping capacity to the future of the Gurkhas and the strategic
defence of the Indian Ocean

First and foremost has been the consideration given to the
amendment of the so cilled Governor Generals Instrument of
Instructions the official standing directive which 1t 1s his duty
to try to implement Mountbatten has had an mmportant part to
play in the sssue of new instructions to himself The existing
Instrument 1s 1n effect the execution and fulfilment of the mten
tions of Parltament as embodied 1n the great Act of 1935 and
although 1ts provisions do not directly confict with His Majesty s
Government s new policy they are not by now fully consistent
with 1t Strictly there should be a new Instrument but as there
will be no direct nconsistency unttl new legislation for the actual
transfer of power 1s passed the Government agreed to let 1t shide
Mountbatten however has msisted on a directive of some sort
to amplfy the Instrument feeltng 1t 1s essential that the object of
his appomntment should be clearly set out by the Prime Minister
He has asked for 1t 1 the form of a letter to hmself from
Mr Attlee

Once this was approved he had a lot to do in the drafting of the
text which contamns the followmg major pomts of policy for
his gwdance —

(1) The defimte objective of the Bntish Government s fo
obtain a umtarg Government for British India and the Indian
States 1f possible within the British Commonwealth through
the medium of a Constituent Assembly set up and run 1n ac
cordance with the Cabimet Mission Plan He was mstructed
10 do the utmost 1in his power to persuade all Parties to work
together towards this end The msertion of the phrase if
possible within the British Commonwealth 1s at the special
request of Mountbatten who feels that he must stnve for a
solution which leaves such good feeling that the Indian Parties
will want to remamn within the Commonwealth
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{2) Snce however the Cabnet M sion Plan can become
operat ve 1n res of British Ind a only by agreement between
the two major Partes there can be no questt n of compell ng
either Party to accept t If by the Ist October Mountbatten
cons ders there 1s no prospect of reaching a settlement on the
bass of umtary Go emment he 13 to report to the Brtish
Government on th steps he cons ders sho Yg be taken for the
handover of power on the due d te

{3) For guid ce n his rel tons w th the States Mr Attlee
lad down that he wa to do hi best to persuade Rulers of
St tes n whi h pol t cal pr gress had b en slow to go forward
rapdly tow rds the ntroduct on of some form of more de
mocral ¢ gosernment on th  States and towards the formula
ton of f ir and j st arrangem nts wth the le d 1 of Bat h
Ind as to therr future el t nyhyps

{4) As fras b admmnstrat on of Brit h Inda was con
cerned the k ynote of th was to be the clo est co-operation
wth Ind ny

(5} Transfer of power was to b i accord nee % th Ind an
Def nce requrement  nd he -as to impress upon the Ind an
lead s the mport nce of a 0 d ng a break in the co tnu ty of
the Ind an Army 2nd to point o t the need [ r cont nued cof
1 boration n the security of the Ind an Ocean

Attlee 3 letter certainly embod es the most formidable terms of
reference eser g1 en by a G vernment to a V ceroy

LoNDON  Tuesday 1ith March 1947
In the » lter of engagements M untbatten has been careful to
include the Opposton lead rs  Some of these dscusons h ve
been qu te private and informal T n ght he came round to my
flat for the first meeung h k  ever had 1th Lord Samuel Lord
Samuel armed a few nunotes ¢ rly and Mou thatten on t me
It came as quite a ) 1t to sce the Adm ral in plan ¢} thes—teddy
bear ¢oat and bowler hat perch d on the top of his head 1
understand the Adm ralty Fleet Orders descrbe hs | test ap-
uitment as  Rear Admral ete, seconded temporary d ty
ez
He was at pa o 1o stres that as far 3 he was concern d h ¢
appomtment bad the cord: ! appro al of the K g who had per
sonally appealed to him on ground of national duty t accept
1t. Attlee had obsened 11 the proprietes and th Opposton
were qu te Rrong n sapng that twa s mply the Prme Mn ters
appo ntment  He co 1d not see what alt rative there 1as to 2
tme hmt June 1948 m ght not be long enou b but Wavell hm
self had advi ed thuis dat on th grounds that the adm nistrat ve
services wontd have run dows by then  Speak ng from the purely
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personal view pomnt he said it was probably better to take over
when the situation was at its Jowest ebb  Bihar and Bengal had
been 1n a sense moculated after their recent outbreaks but he
felt the present Punjab crisis was mnevitable ‘The situation mn the
Punjab had been very tense for some time The Moslem Coali
tion Pnme Minister had for the past five months been compelled
to move from house to house each night to avoid the threat of
assasstnation at the hands of the Moslem League Mountbatten
felt there would probably also be trouble from the north in the
North west Frontier Province

He recalled the warming he had given to_Sir Hubert Rance
before Rance left to become Governor of Burma It was that
he should wait until the situation was at its worst but he had
gone out from a sense of duty a bit too quickly and instead of
arnving while the big Rangoon strike was on did so a few days
before 1t began thereby mcurning some of the blame for 1t
Mountbatten felt that in his own case 1t would not be possible
for anyone to hold hum responsible for the present troubles in
India and that this in 1tself would be a great advantage m the
negottations ahead of him He asked for advice on the lines he
should pursue Answering his own question and thinking aloud
he said he favoured a weeks private talk with the key leaders
m Simla  This should supply occasion for a completely frank
and uninhibited exchange of views Samuel was content to do
most of the listening but stressed the need for mamtamning the
constitutional Iink with the Crown after the transfer of power
perhaps even through the retentron of the Viceregal title

I was very glad to have been able to arrange this meeting as
1 spite of obvious dispanties of age and outlook the two men
have much in common Samuel s mnfluence in the Lords 1s very
great and his goodwill mn the coming months may be of value
out of all proportion to the Liberal voting strength

LONDON Monday 17th March 1947
A crowded day In the momng I saw Lady Mountbatten who
15 extremely kind and cordial about my joining the party I men
tioned that at dinner last might with the Laytons Lady Layton
had referred to the great influence 1n Sardar Patels houschold of
his daughter Mamben who was reported to be very suspictous of
Bntish intentions  Lady Mountbatten agreed adding that Jinnths
sister no less influential was also reported to hold strong views
and to be a formidable factor in the situattion Mountbatten X
know has asked her to establish early contact with the women
who matter 1 India and who have hitherto had no relations
with Viceroy s House S
I went on to 10 Downing Strect where I had a most helpful ;
talk with Francis Williams the Prime Minister s Public Relations
Officer He has given me a number of useful introductions
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{2) Since however the Cabinet Mssion Pl n can become
operati ¢ 1 res of B it sh Ind a only by agreement betw, en
the two major Parties there can be no questi n of compell ng
¢ ther Party to accept t If by the Ist October Mountbatten
conside 8 there 1s no prospect of reacht g a settlement n the
basis of umitary G emme t he 19 t feport to the Brtsh
Government on the steps he con de s should be taken for the
ha d ver of power on the d  date

(3) For g 1dance in h relat o o w th the St tes Mr Attlec
1ad down that b was to do his b t 1o persuade Rulers of
States n wh ch pohitical prog ¢ 3 had been slow to go f rwa
rap dly towards the ntrod cton of some form more de
mocralic gosernm nt n th ur States and t wards the formul
tion of far a d yust arrangements s1th the ! ders of Br tish
Tnd 2 as t thewr { ture rel t nshy

(4) As far a hs admmstral n of Bt h Inda was con
cerned the keynot of this was to be the clo est co-operat on
with Indians

(5) Transfer of power was to b n accord nee w th Indian
Defence req rements nd he was to impress upon the Ind n
leaders the mportance of o dng a break in the continu ty of
the Ind 2n Amy and to pomnt o t the need for continued col
laboraton n the security of the Ind an Ocean

Attle ¢ letter certainly embod es the most formid ble terms of
reference ev £ given by a Go ernment to a Vceroy

1oNvoN T exday 1lth Marcl 1947
In the welter of ¢ g gements M umbatten h s been careful to
wnclede th Opposton leaders  Some of these d scu sions b ve
been quite pn te and inf rmal  To ght he cam  round to my
flat for the istm unghe ha ¢ e h d with Lord Sam 1 Lord
Samuel arned a few munutes ear:{y a d Mountb tt n on tme
It came as qute a jolt 10 sce the Adm ral in pt 0 clothes—teddy
be r co t and bowler hat perched on th top of fus head 1
underst nd the Admr ity Fleet Orders descrbe hs latest ap-
mu;;n’x as  Rear Adnural etc  scconded temporary duty
1eeTe
Hewasat pun t stress th tas £ £ a he was concerned h
appointment h d the cordal pproval of the King wh  had per
sonally appealed to hm  a grounds of nat on | duty to accept
it Aftlee had observed all the propnet ¢s and the Opposition
wero qu te w1 ngan s ying that it wag s mply the Prime Min ters
appo ntmeat  H_could not see what alternat ve there was to a
ume lumat, Jun 1948 m ght not be 1 ng enough but Sasell km
self had ad -sed this dat on the g ounds that the adm o strst ¢
services would have run down by then  Speaking from the g rely
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personal view point he said 1t was probably better to take over
when the situation was at its lowest ebb Bihar and Bengal had
been 1n a sense moculated after therr recent outbreaks, but he
felt the present Punjab crisis was mnevitable The situation 1n tho
Punjab had been very tense for some time The Moslem Coaly
tion Pime Mumster had for the past five months been compelled
to move from house to house each might to avoid the threat of
assassination at the hands of the Moslem League Mountbatten
felt there would probably also be trouble from the north 1n the
North west Frontier Province

He recalled the warning he had given to_Sir Hubert Rance
before Rance left to become Governor of Burma It was that
he should wait until the situatton was at its worst but he had
gone out from a sense of duty, a bit too quickly and nstead of
arnving while the big Rangoon strike was on did so a few days
before 1t began thereby mcurning some of the blame for it
Mountbatten felt that 1n s own case it would not be possible
for anyone to hold him responsible for the present troubles 1n
India and that this m atself would be a great advantage 1n the
negotiations ahead of im He asked for advice on the hnes he
should pursue Answernng his own question and thinking aloud
he said he favoured a week s private talk with the key leaders
m Simla  This should supply occasion for a completely frank
and uninhibited exchange of views Samuel was content to do
most of the listening but stressed the need for mamtaming the
constitutional jink with the Crown after the transfer of power
perhaps even through the retention of the Viceregal title

I was very glad to_have been able to atrange this meeting as
1in spite of obvious disparities of age and outlook the two men
have much 1t common Samuel s mfluence m the Lords 1s ve,
great and his goodwill 1 the coming months may be of valye
out of all proportion to the Liberal voung strength

LONDON Monday 17th March 1947
A crowded day In the mormng I saw Lady Mountbatten who
1s extremely kind and cordial about my jomnng the party I men
tioned that at dinner last night with the Laytons Lady Layton
had referred to the great influence 1n Sardar Patel s household of
s daughter Maniben who was reported to be very suspictous of
Bnitish intentions  Lady Mountbatten agreed adding that Jinnah s
sister no less mnfluential was also reported to hold strong viewg
and to be a fornmidable factor in the situation Mountbatten
know has asked her to establish early contact with the women
who matter 10 India and who have hitherto had no relations
with Viceroy s House
1 went on to 10 Downing Street where I had a most helpfy]
talk with Franais Wilhams the Prime Minuster s Public Relations
Officer He has piven me a number of useful introductions ang
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has shown humself keenly alive t  the scale of the Public Rela
1o problems confrontng me I leave fortfi d by th kn wi
edge of his firm upport ~ T have also rece v d mvaluable help
from A H Joyce th able and expen nced Officer n ¢h rge €
Iaf rm ton at the India Offce who 15 most co-operats ¢ and
full of so d doctr

Yath ¢ nngto I d House f r a recepton ginen by the
High Comm one St Samu{ Rung n dha  From the Pre s
point of vew t was a ver table beargarde  and a_mo t uscful
omm ntary onthe pape Tho ejutpt n g Mo ntbatten
ag st Jarge cale I sy confrenes nInda Wehdpoida
thatth Pre wa gongtobeltlos onhimatths partenl r
g therng  The whle place was floodl t f 1 8 newsr e interview
nd Mo nth tten 2 vayl d by bo ta do n London co res

of be¢ tk g ertme No attempt as made by th host to
1e cue hm  One part cuhrlyfcrs ste treport raked hm f he
had e ez ead b 1l Marx and a 1ttle 1te 2 ured hm that he
nxy)r ed hy appontment st vould nod ubt b betfra
Admmal vt deal with the Brish ¢ acu i n by eal I left the
party ¥ th Mountbatten wh was Ithnk much ch stened by hs
expenence  His only comment was  We {ye and leam

MALTA Wedne d 191 M re] 1947
1t has been arranged for Mountbatten and h s staff to fly out
to Inda n the t o Yok awcraft A3 101 and M1 102 which
were allotted respect ely to the K ng and to Mountbagien s
Supreme Commander South-cast Asa dunng the war Mo nt
batten Lady Mountbatien nd P m la with Ronno Brockman
and Peter Howes  do not lease untl to-morron  They wall be
flying r ther mo e ruthlesly th n urselves a d v hen ¢ reach
Deltn they will be onfy two hours fiy ng t me beh nd us  Fortu
nately 1 am n Ismay Ehne who mad 1t clear that he proposes
to tra ¢l 10 a comf rtable schedule arriv ng at the vano s ‘stag
g ponts at ¢ i ed hours
After bemg oblg d to hed some of our luggage we took off
at 1130 am abo t hall and hour fate Th nrst Teg of the
journey was uneventful and the route d flicult 1o foll w  Wo
passed over P rpgnan and Per geux, and then mad a wide
sweep taking the course of a following wind along th  North

Lieutenant-Commander Peter Howes DSC RN previo sly
nommated as Lord Mountbattens Flag Ls utenant i the F it
Crus er Squadron and now to become his senior ADC. i Indix
He mcluded among hs ADC s three Ind an erving officers, one
from each Service appomnted on a full-time basis and the first 10
hold such posty
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African coast We came finally to Malta from the south by way
of Cape Bon—dark purple in the sunset On arnival 4t Luga
Ismay and Mieville drove off to dime with the mighty while the
rest of us were graded as VIP 2 which as Martin Gilliat
Mountbattens new Deputy Miltary Secretary wryly observed
meant that we were low hfe mere parasites of the great 1t also
meant bare beds mn bare rooms

After dinner one member of our party became very learned
on Maltese culture customs and hstory—therr stone masonry
their goat economy etc He explamed that some British official
mn his wisdom had laid down a hundred years ago that all ships
had to pay their harbour dues by bringing in earth This ruling
which would seem sufficiently creative and unorthodox to have
earned instant disnussal for its perpetrator has in fact helped to
give an arable top dressing to an otherwise bare rock Endggl the
day with some good Naval rum to counteract the frosty air

CHAPTER THREE

THL FIRST WLEK

VICEROY S HOUSE NEW DELHI Saturday 22nd March 1947
Lerr KARACHI PROMPTILY at 915 am after some fitful sleep on
a very hard Indian bed for the last eight hundred mles of our
journey over the deserts of Sind and Rajputana to Delln  This
was my seventh flight between England and India and the abiding
impression 1s desert four thousand mules of 1t without an ap
preciable break from the sands of Tums to the foothills of the
Himalayas We touched down at Palam airfield exactly to sche
dule at 1230 pm We were met by the Commander in Chief
Field Marshal Auchinleck—a very nice gesture on his part as
two hours later he was due back to join the much larger party
receiving Mountbatten s urcraft We were whisked away without
Tuggage worrnes 1n Viceregal cars and the years high hving had
begun

Immediately on arrival at Viceroy s House we were told that
we were due to lunch with the Wavells It was to be their last
lunch party as Viceroy and Vicereme It was served on the
terrace of the Moghul gardens under the shadow of the south
west wing of Lutyens vast impertal palace While waiting for
Therr Excellencies to arrve Ismay engaged mn a friendly chat
with some of the sentor Aitmutgars who remembered him when he »
was here as Willingdon s Military Secretary ’

N

o~
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Dur ng the afternoon there was much preparation and bustle
1n the ma n courtyard and up the sieps lead ng to the great Dusbar
Hall of ¥ ceroys Houe At 345 pm the Mounibatiens duly
arnved 10 the open landan «3th the Governor G nerals escort
and outnder They ere conducted up the long faght of steps—
red-carpet d for th occas n-—by Coionel Douglas Cumrie the
M [ tary Secretary and an ADC. At th top they \ ere rece
by the Wa ells = Lady Mountbatten curts ed and M untbatten
b wed his head to the Viceroy for the first and la t time on th ¢
muss 1 They stood talkng € £ quit a v hle Jong en ugh for
the ub qut us cam ra men to take s me pleasant shots of th m

Vern n Eskin  C um tells me th ¥ Ecrope n senhment here
135 defimtely anti Mountbatt n on four grounds -—

{1) that he knows noth ng about India

éz, that he is bainging a saff vho know nothng about
Ind_and wh are domng g od men out of good ) bs

(3) that he 13 a pl y boy

(4) that Wav Ui ha been treated abom nably and there s po
j:1 rea on for s remo 2]

Mountdatt n can be trusted 1o deal by h 8 presence and act ny
with (1) and (3) » thin a matter of & ys ~ { ) tiearly can ot
refer to 1 may or M cville—so that le es the rest f ust We
are not of course doing anyone out of wbs but are merely ad
dtional to th normal Vceregal setup  But we shall b ve to
tread carefully and avowd tender cotns  {4) 1 prmarly the
respons bil ty of Attlee who has fa led to say the generous word

All ths may be the view of the Bt sh about u but op our
s de 1t 13 alf (oo casy to start off vuth the feel ng that Mount
batten has been called 1n after the situation has b come hopeless
and that the Government ha propounded a tran fer of power
« thout knaw og how (¢ can be eff cted  We ha ¢ inbented {nc ¢
af @ communal rioing whch s spreading as though by chan
reaction the key Province of the Fum b with its threefold
Hindu, Moslem and S Xh Communal problem go ermed by em
ergency decree a Viceregal plan wiuch 1s nothing mote nor [ess
thne nul tary_evacuation a Congress formula for an
lndeﬁen ent Sovere gn’ Republ ¢ with a Dhrect Action campaign
by the Moslem League to res st it Param vatey wh ch retumns 1
the Indian Princes but ¢ ntains no m chunery for direct negota
U nto prov de a new relatonship with our successors in Bnubh
Inda ot indeed with anyone el e

S0 0 hrt,weh ethe people noting the Princes fallag o
smong themselves the entte Indan Civil Servico and Pohics
running down and the Bntsh who are left scept cat 2nd full of
forebod ng, I detect sn Mountbatten hos ev £ Just the same optt
msm that uplifted us all when we arnved here 1 Delbr some
three and a half years ago on the then impossble task of o
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g South-east Asia Command out of the ashes of defeat and
depression

Mountbatten has wasted no time whatever 1n sending off two
simple and straightforward letters to Gandhi and Jinnah express
g the hope that it will be possible for them to come and see
him soon In Gandhis case he appreciates hus preoccupations in
Bihar where he 1s carrying out his repentance tours through
the areas of the worst communal disturbance Incidentally Gandht
15 so preoccupied that 1t 1s still doubtful whether he will attend
the great Pan Asian Conference which 1s due to be held under
the shadow of the Old Fort on Monday Mountbatten s immedt
ate approach to Gandhi and Finnah ir this way even before
‘Wavell has left 1s typical of the man and his methods

VICEROY'S HOUSE NEW DELHI Sunday 23rd March 1947

The Wavells left promptly at 815 in the morning It has cer
tanly been no day of rest for us There has been much ad
munustrative pamc 10 connectton with the publicity for to-morrow s
Sweanng in Ceremony It has never before been photographed
or filmed and now 1s the last chance I went round to Mount
batten s swite and had a discussion with the Viceroy designate
clad 1n his underpants and vest on the implications of letting in
all the local news recl and camera men twenty two altogether or
leaving some out He proposed that a large platform should be
burlt for them at tnforium level near the circular dome which
I am qute sure will not be acceptable to any of the interested
parttes He showed me this morning s masterpiece on the front
page of Dawn It 13 a photograph of Ronme Brockman and
Elizabeth Ward Lady Mountbatten s private secretary mn which
they are descnbed as Lord and Lanf; Lows arnving !*

The reaction of the Indian Press to Mountbatten on his arrival
13 satisfactory He 1s pleased at the tnibutes paid to Wavell
and says he would have hated to be wntten up at Wavell s ex
pense  In any case he prefers to start off on a low note

He has decided on another mnovation—a brief address as part
of the Swearng in Ceremony He read out George Abells first
draft to me I thunk the speech 1s well conceived and well timed
for he must seize the ttiative quickly and this calls for imagina
tive and unusual action During dinner a draft revised by Mount
batten himself was handed to me It contamed one sentence
which worrted me  After commenting on the Brtish Govern
ment s resolve to effect the transfer of power by June 1948 he
proposes to add i fact a solution must be reached within the
next stx months if there 1s to be adequate time for 1t to be mm

* As they were Lord and Lady Lows Mountbatten before he~""
received his Viscounty for war services they are stll
1y called Lord and Lady Lows

yr—

i
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plement d T felt ths wording v as likely to be mismterpreted

d e en taken to roply an escape <l u e from the Government s
hihert unqualfied time Imt Mountbattens first reacton 1§
that he has the Go eruments avthority to T port progtess by
October so_ hy not say so now? But this 18 bus speciafly chosen
first bov I he starts off by waw tuogly throwing doubt on the
Government$ tme mit pledge I can imagne nothmg mor
d sastrous frer 1 u

It s just after 1 am and an ADC h ¢ come through ta say
th ¢ His Excell ncy bas r vised his specch apd wh t Asgh: to do
about giving t to th Press?  The amb guows sentence I am
rel eved to say 15 out

VICERQY'S MOUSE, NEW DELMI {fonday 24tk M of 1947

Up betme for the Sweanngin Ceremonty It as smlarn
form to Wavells fir t avest twee which 1 had attended n the
Durb r Hall in 1943 the am irumpets fr m the roof acung
8y shatter ng prelude th o the AD an stfl proces son Jead
g Th it Excellenc ¢ towards the thwron s In a)} thy royal
spl nd wr the Mountbattens mdeed sh wed th ms hves to bo to
|§ manner born Mountbatt o tumself Jooked uperb wih th
d rkbiu r bbon of hnght of the Garter and the o erwh Imuing
arry of ord rs and decorat ons acyro s his ch v In add uon to
the Gart r th y were headed by no fewer th n bree Grand
Crosses the KCB and

Lady Mountbatten for her part, was the eptome of prace
with her new ord r of the Crown of Inda besudes all her war
med Is and other decorations on her dress of 1v ry brocad  The
red and gold thrones were set ta bold rehef by the [ght g con
cealed 1n the rich red elv t h ngngs  Arc [ ghty played down
upon the scene as Sir Pamnck Spons the Lord Ch ef Justce of
Indi adm a stered the oath and Mountbatten repeated t fier
him
The fitm cameras whirred and the flash bulbs went off for the
first tme n the confines € the Durbar Hall ¥ r mamed n
guard sith the photograph fs 1o ensure that there were no ugly
1t hes but they ail behaved adm rably  Mountbatien s sesponses
and s addeesy although del ered with gre t emphast  wers
alaost 1naud ble at the back of the hall the acouttes wer
abom nable even quite near (o hum 1t %as most diffcult t eatch
what he as saying

The whole ceremony w2 compt ted 1n etactly a qu ner of
an hou the address taking four mnotes  On each sid of th
thranes were flanked the Leaders of the new foda upen whom
w il rest such ternfymg respons b lity tn the com ng weeks T
agticed both Nehru ‘and Liaguat Al Khan histened wath the ut
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most attention to the speech which of course came as a complete
surprise to them

There were two 1mportant and as far as I know unexplained
absentees—the Nawab of Bhopal and the Maharaja of Bikaner
George Abell darted up just before ten past ten to see 1f Bhopal
had taken his place but he had not and the seat was removed
Considering that both Bhopal and Bikaner are Mountbatten s two
oldest personal friends 1 India and the mmportance attached by
the Princes to ceremomial etiquette n general and the Vicerepal
connection n particular therr fadure to be present to day s a
good ndication of disunity and cnsis 1 their ranks

Mountbatten had three hours with Nehru and two with Liaquat
this afterncon  They discussed Liaquats Budget the immediate
bone of contention between the two Parties Wavell has warned
Mountbatten that he will find this a very awkward opening pro
blem to tackle when he presides over his first Executive Council
Liaquat as Finance Mmister 1n the Intertm Government by pro-
posing heavy taxes on all large mcomes has put the Congress into
the invidious position of bemng called upon to protect its big
business supporters and of seeking rehief for them apparently at
the expense of 1ts own progressive and equalitarian declarations
‘The feeling 1s that some compromise will be found for there 1s
a limit beyond which neither the Moslem League nor the Congress
can go m taxing wealthy subscribers

VICEROY S HOUSE NEW DELH1 Tuesday 25th March 1947

T attended Mountbattens first Staff Meeting which took place
m s dark air-cooled study and consisted of Ismay Mieville
George Abell Brockman Erskine Crum and myself It 1s Mount
batten s intention that these informal round table moots should
be held on a day to day basis emabling him to think aloud with
out any mental reservations They are to be a direct continua
tion 1n a far more intimate form of the staff techniques he in
stituted at Combined Operations and developed 1n South east
Asta Command Mountbatten started off with a lwvely ac
count of yesterday s interviews with Nehru and Liaquat as well
as with Bikaner and Bhopal who both came round to explan
their absence from the Sweanng i Ceremony At the end of alt
these sesstons six hours in all he confessed that he felt ke z
boiled egg

The Bhopal and Bikaner interviews revealed the full scale of
the split among the Princes This 1s a great grief to Bhopal who
feels that Bikaner and the other dissidents by allowing them-
selves to take part 1n the Constituent Assembly are becommng
the tools of Congress 1nd undermiming the whole bargaining
tion of the States—hitherto they had succeeded in standing
therr own outside the communal fury Bhopal thought the

-
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hm t was cLune wnpo sible and 1if enforced must imvolvo blood
shed and ch os He asked Mountbatten eamestly thether there
was any po ble ¢ cape from it Mountbatten satd there was of
course one and only 0  way out nd that ‘as an (vt tion
fr m all the Ind an partes to us to remam—a most unfikely con
tngency B t Bhop | was not 5o ure that as the time drew on
such an offer might not be made

Bkan r wh m Mountbatt n quest oned on ths pont way not
so sangu ne He argued f r the o<called diss dent' Princes, and
\hule ag ee ng that the split was most unfortunate stressed that
1t was Bhop | who by his attitud to the Int nm Go ernment,
had caused the commiral 1ssue to be raised among them The
disad nts by taking part in th  Constituent Assembly world
wmmeasurably “strengthen the new central regime and help 1o
ensure that 3t w s ot 1n f ct a p ely Congress set P

Mountbatten s first interview with N hru » s 1l minating In
expansi  mood Nehru ran thr ugh his inte pretat on of the
major devel pment from the perod of the Cabn t M sion on
v rds  Mountbatten consid red 1t was ubstants lly acc rate and
t Ihed with mformation he h d g thered in Lopdon In Nehrus
wview Wa ell had made one  1ous bl nder 1 vt ng the Mos
lem Le gue to ome into the Intenim Government 1 tead of
wanting a Iittle ! ng r for them to ask to b brought . H spoke
of a private Moslem League meeting at which Jionah had n fact
already capitulat d on th' assue

Mo nth tten ask d Nehru to gt e bm his own ¢ tmate of
JTon b Nehru recalled that he b d done s 1 fus recent book
but this did not pre ent hum from g g a further penctratng
impress on Nehru said the essental thing to realse about
Tinnah 1s that he 13 8 man to whom success h s come very late 1n
life~—at over s <ty Beforo th t he had not been a majar figurs
1 dmor:)xohnm He was a success{ 1 lawyer but not an es
cually g one and Nehru stressed the neces ity of making tius
part'cular distinctt 1 1n Jinnah s case  The secret of s success—
and 1t had been tremendous 1f only for its emotional intensity—
wat 18 hs camcty to take up & permanently neg tve attit do
Thi ke had done 11th complete sinpleness of purpose eser s nee
1935 He Anew th t Pakistan co 1d pe er stand up to construct ¢
enticism, and he had ensured that st should never be subjected

toat.

Mountbalten next asked » hat Nehru thought was the biggest
single problem facing India to-d y and he repled at once the
econom ¢ one  Thefe pon Mountbatten asked him whether be
was satisfied with the way the Intenim Government was tacklog
st N hrusud he was n t but the position was made imposs ble
by the League who  ere det rmned fo sabotsge any economuc
plann ng from the centre  Such planning of t succeeded would
ipo focto undermine the case for Paki tan with regard to th
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Punjab Nehru put forward a proposal he has made before of
a tripartite administration of the Province divided up on com
munal Iines with a central authonty to deal with certain major
non-communal subjects He was convinced this was the only
way to break the intolerable deadlock of Government under Sec-
tion 93 * which Wavell had had to impose at the beginnmng of
this month

The vexed question of compensation for the Indian Civil Ser
vice on the transfer of power was raised at this mterview Nehru
thought we were crazy to want to compensate aavil servants to
whom the offer of remaining on 1n their jobs was open The
new Government would pledge itself to offer them the same
conditions of contract as they had previously enjoyed Mount
batten said there could be no question of the Brtish Government
going back on 1ts word and he could not think Nehru was sug
gesting that 1t should Nehru admutted that as far as the British
were concerned 1t was of course purely the British Goverm
ments affair But even so why compensate them on such a
lavish scale? This could only encourage them to leave their
posts  And what about the Indians? Here 1t was a question of
their continuing 1n the service of thewr own countrymen The
proposals really were crazy as they stood Mountbatten how
ever firmly asked for hs support on them He thought Nehru
had misunderstood British psychology The more lavish and
clear-cut the compensation the greater was the likehihood of the
Bnitish civil servants remamng on

In Mountbattens view Nehru was extremely frank and fair
and astounded him by actually suggesting at one powt an Anglo
Indian umon mvolving nothing less than common atizensup—
m effect a far closer bond than Commonwealth status which
Nehru felt was psychologically and emotionally unacceptable

At the end of the interview as Nehru was about to take his
leave Mountbatten sard to htm  Mr Nehru I want you to re-
gard me not as the last Viceroy winding up the British Ray but
as the first to lead the way to the new India  Nehru turned
looked intensely moved smiled and then saild Now I know
what they mean when they speak of your charm bemng so dan

erous
& During his talk Liaquat asked a leading question about Mount
battens Sweaning in speech He wanted to know who was res
ponsible for the idea Mountbatten sard he could answer that
at once It was entirely his own and produced at nobodys re
quest Indeed some of his own staff had been agamnst it I

* A reference to Section 93 of the Government of India Act
of 1935 which under conditions of avil disturbance enabled
Viceroy and Governors of the Indian Provinces to invohe 5

powers and govern by decree ,
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am pleased to hear th t sad Liaquat for no fewer than three
highly placed and well nformed sources had assured me that you
had made the peech at the req est of Congress  This lttle i
adent 13 a good example of the preva ling communal Suspicion
and no time h s been lost by eith r stde n pressing home all
possible points t can agamst the other

Pe haps the most significant comm ntary on Nehrus Punpb
proposals was a teleg m fr m Sr E an Jenkins the Governor
of the Punpab to whch Mewille drew attenton at the Staff
Meet ng  J nkins reported that G ani Rartar Sngh an nfluen
tial S kh leader had stated that n the absence of an agreement
between Congress and th  Leagu  accept ble to the Skh  the
Sixhs mu t ns t on the paritso  of the Punjab nd  ould resist
with _all their resources any ndea ou tostupa Mosl m
gue M nustry th re nth meanwhle Th speech ha ddtonl

uthonty mn that the 5 khs have alr ady persuaded Congres to
put uge re ol ton—accepted nc dent ‘r;c by Wa Il only a
\:r.ue;k L fore Mountb tten a rved—n fa ur of pa ttomng the
jal

VICEROY'S HOUSE, NEW OrLIt W d esday 2601 Mk 147

Mountbatten beg n th's mornings Staff Meetng with nother
vivd sum of ye t rdiy nterviews Quite pant from
g notes he has h tograph  mem 1y and the jour alits
pe ception of human detat ~ Ye terday he aw Dr John Mattha
M nuster for R Iways Sir Conrad Corfeld § cretary to th P 1
tical Department and last but not le st Vall bhbh 3 Pate) Mat
thar who 13 a Chrstin and 1 no sense 2 Prty man gz ¢ 1n
Mountb tten  est mate a firstclass apprec att n in very way bal
anced and reasonabl Matthas stress d that a horr [y ng feature of
the s tuaty n was that all th se who were trying to st er an hon
ourable straght course were gradually los ng theur influence and
becomt g increa ngly dalked  d d tre ted by both s dey Mat
tha sad th t he had done his b st for: tance to back L aquats
Budget only to find hmself  byected to bitter attack by D n

Corfeld Who s con t tut onally ad 1ser to the Viceroy in hs
capacity as Crown Representat e on all matters affecing the
Indian States argued w'th s me b tterness that B kaner by ak g
hs place 1n the Constituent Assembly had ser ously weakened
the barg immng power of the Princes  Corfeld 1s clearly © Bho-
pals side n ths contro ersy nd cems to sce the Pnnces s
a potential “Thrd Foree 1n the tran f r of pow r

Mountb ten had been somenhar app hensve about b finst
meeting with Patel who has the reput tion of be ng the strong
man 1+ th Congress High Command but he ery quckly de
tected a twinkle n the Sardars eye 1 ¢ approach 10 the whele
probl m was clear and decint ¢ India must get nd of the Mos
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Iem League The League was actually boasting about the deve
lopments 1z the Punjab  They must be mad Al was serene
until they touched on compensation At this pomnt Patel raised
his hand and vowed that if any Indian accepted compensation
he would never be employed agamn

In the evening I dined with Maunce Zinhin a very clever
young Indian Civil Service man whom I first met 1n Delt i
1943 He 1s now working as an assistant secretary m the Finance
Department and as _an offictal has been fairly closely mvolved
m the framing of Liaquats controversial budget which soaks
the Hindu rich and 1s caleulated to widen the breach between
the mullionaire and four anna subscribers to Congress Maurice
had also mvited K M Pamkkar whom I was particularly anx
tous to meet Panihkar sports a small imperal beard He 1s
an histonian politician and journalist a man of prodigious learn
mg and profound judgement and no mean practitioner mn the
dying art of good conversation

I gave him a clear run by asking What would you do if you
were 1n Mountbattens place? He replied at once that Mount
batten as a Naval sirategist must realise that Bntish interest was
best served by the creatton of a solid centralised State based on
Indias seaboard on more than three hundred mulhions of the
people and on geographical and religious umty Hindustan 1s the
elephant he said and Pakistan the two ears The elephant can
live without the ears He admutted frankly that Jinnah could
make an essentially reasonable case In a four roomed house
he asks for only one room but he wants that room to be his
own He 15 unmilmg to entrust local Moslem majorities to a
strong Hindu-controlled central government Panmikkar s thesis
was 1 effect that we should not try to impose a larger unity than
India was fundamentally seeking Nehrus tripartite proposals
for the Punjab were the first sign of Congress acceptance of the
Hindustan Pakistan dwvision  Jinnahs experience with the Sikhs
must have made him realise that the umty of the Punjab was
physically impossible

Historically speaking Pamkkar asserted the Punjab 1s a Bn
tish myth and no more the special home of a fighting race than
anywhere else 1t India Over the centuries the historical great
ness of India was never identified with a strong Punjab  The
British should beware of the Punjab myth and of the larger

Central Asia  myth which had domnated so much of therr
thought and policy 1n the past It was necessary to think in
post war terms .

He then turned to the problem of the Princes As Bikaners
Dewan or Pnme Minister and principal adviser Pambkkar* oc

* Some of Pamkkars most constructive and far seeing idease”
are to be found in his monograph The Basis of an Indo
Treaty (Oxford Umwersity Press 1945)
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cupies a key postion He and SrV T knshnamachan Dewan
to the Maharaja of Jaipur have sezed the m tat ve on behalf
of the Rajputana Prince  Pan kkar admts that Bhopat 1h
present Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes t n 2 d flicult
position as a Mosl m Fnnce of a Hndu State But as Chan
cellor he 1 eally enunc tmg--although he may not fully realise
1it—a new doctnne of Param untcy by assering that no act ot
should be tak n by State ndi idually” but only collect vely and
by agreement with th Chan ellor Pan kkar saxd that his con
¢ pt of Param unicy aliowed 1t 10 be no bu mess of the Chan
ceﬁ r as t whether or no nd idual Pnnces opted to have 1
pre ntation 1n th Const tuent Assembly This va a matter
as bet wen ¢ach ndt dual State and Beta nd only a drect
mstruction fr m the Crown Repes ntat e would affect his
action

Some t n of the s xteen big States had taken ther places n
the Contta Ml Asserably P st va thinking in the case of the
Prninces was | necessary on B tans ]Q(n As long 33 they
were nstrument n Bntsh D ideand Rule rgm they ve o
powerful fact s in the m nten nce f the Raj but once Bnt sh
rul s relaxed the P onces powe s automatcally indecio a d
they m st 8 ck ecunty wthn the T mew k of th d munant
poltical tructure  hich 1s I kely to t ke jts place ‘The pos tion
of the northe n group of Prinees—Jodhp pur B ¥ P
ala and B kaner—was parcul ly d heuls  Patala wa only s
hund ed and forty m les from Delh

Although Nehru during his seven days negotiat ons with the
Prnces i T bruary b d swressed po fewer th n five times the
voluntary nature of any agreement with the Congress and Con
gress  1ef sal to coerce any unwilling partner the deas on facing
the Princes was none the {ess to 90 n or petunh 221
of Hyderabrd was & specal case and  h e 1t was h ghly des rable
to bn g bum wto the fold and to h ndle him fimly’ P mitk r
recommended no  ctual cocrcion  Hyderabad the Premer In
dian State w th ts Moslem suler was'in the b art of H ndustan
and had e ghty six per cent of 1t tot | popul tion of se ¢ teen
milo Hndus It would be mmposs ble for her to reman out
The largest State ( all o agea Kathour was in & & Toult pos
ton and th Mah raj would no doubt be tempt d to throw n
hes lot wth inn i P nikkar s d tht a key moti ¢ for the
Princes to jo n the Constit  nt A sembly 11 1o pr vide a rewnf tee
ment of the right wng { Co gress and a co nter we ght to |
Prakash Naran and b s Socaalist groip who h ve m de consider

b headway in Bengal -

Tinally T asked P nkka bo ¢ the socal structure of the t o
Partes 2 d h confirmed the  ew to which Mountbatten b
scrbes th t the Congres w s nd eco relkelyt spit. Th
Moslemn League he felt was more losely integrated lackwing as
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it did the extremes of industnal wealth and poverty The few
Moslem magnates were mamly land owners and the exploitation
of Moslem poverty was mostly at the hands of Hindu capitalists

VICEROY S HOUSE NEW DELH! Friday 28th March 1947
During his first week as Viceroy Mountbatien has set the tempo
he proposes to mamtain By the time March 1s out he will have
held comprehensive individual interviews with every member of
the Cabmet as the Viceroys Executive Council is now collo-
gulally called with Auchinleck and the other Service Comman
ers m-Chief with the khey Prnces and Dewans and with the
leaders of the British commumuty and Scheduled Castes He ap
proaches each of these conversations with a completely open mund
and handles them without any formality The objective 1s to
establish personal relationships’ where none have existed before
All this 15 extremely hard work The interviews are of rarely less
than a half hour s duration
As he 1s seeing the Leaders m such close sequence the volume
of opimon and information which he 15 absorbing 1s very heavy
@ he has established a procedure that as soon as a Leader
lehves the room there 1s a fifteen mnutes interval before the
appomtment while he dictates to his stenographer a resume
of hi last conversation  These mterview notes are grven reference
numbdrs and are circulated immediately to his staff enabling us
to follow every move he makes
An opportumty to mntroduce himself to a wider arcle has been
resented\by the great Asian Relations Conference which has
geen meetiyg near the Old Fost in Old Delhs all this week. This
evening thd, Mountbattens gave thewr first garden party for all
the delegatet members of the Legislative Asserbly and senfor
offictals 1n Dellt numbenng in all some seven hundred guests
The Moghul gardens and the State rooms were crowded with a
great number of Congress and other leaders who were sceing
“ the wside of Viceroys House literally for the first ttme This
was psychologically & very important party In the first place
1t was a clear token of the new Viceroy s goodwill towards Nehrus
most ambitious move to assert Indian status in Asian affairs  But
beyond that 1t enabled the Mountbattens to reveal from the out
set therr splendid social sense and invoke the Indian gift for
friendship ~ As I mungled among the guests I gained no sense
of hostility but only of reserve strugghng to suppress curiosity
The Mountbattens did much to mght to break down that reserve
Afterwards Lady Mountbatten and Pamela apd 2 party from
Viceroys House went on to an At Home 1n the garden of
Nehrus house at 17 York Road where we saw an exquisito~"
display by the famous’ (;.‘hhau or Masqu; dancers ot: ':_ I




CHAPTER FOUR

GANDHI AND JINNAH

VICEROY'S HOUSL, NEW DELRI M nday 3ist Ma el IN7

T LEFT EARLY f r breakfast with the Nehru houschold  Thero
was an informal tmosph ¢ and we sat down to a European
bre kfa t of eggs and wm toes lea nd coffee toast and m rma
fade Mrs P ndit N hrus charming and brilant siter wih
one of her daughters had Just rri ed from the Umt d Nat ons
se sion 1t New York Kr hna Meno of Inda Leag e [ me
one of Nehrus clos t frend to whom he ha gven a ro ng
commuss n tths entcal tme was ther  aquiln and ntens
The ¢ wa  nother frend present— Mr P tel a tractor manmu
f cturer who was pleadng th Nebruto pen a new f ¢t ry of
b in Bombay Nehru was wesghing n hi mnd s hether he
co 1d combine such mat alit'c cerem ny wth ht principal
d ty dur ng his next Bombay sit—nam ly the hand ng over of
som B ddh t relies Nehru 1 ery qu (spoken adall his
reactio sin hs own home semtobe p s

After breakf st I had an eamest t 1k MLb kmhna Menon
who stre sed —

) The Indan_des te for common cmizensh p but not
Dom aton Status  He 1 ants what he calls reciprocty Such
are the suspic ons about Churchill that 1f he 1 prepared to
accept Domin on Status t cannot me n real £ eed m.

(b) The Imut of Nehrus patence th the present s tua
ton 1n the Cabnet The pers tent tefu al of th Moslem
Le guc m mbers to accept him as leader was intole ab)

(:) Pre alent crtirm [ the Vicer ys ICS st ff and

npartcul r f Gorg Abell T spok strongly in fa our
of Abells hgh calbre and patent obpctivty Menon ad
m tted that the attacks ag st him were probably unst § d
but mu t be recogntsed by Mountbatten as a pol ucal seality

I{e said Mountbatten started with an ad antage visa 7
G ndh who reg rded hum as n honest man but he gne wam
ng that a con 1 tron s ith the Mnhalmn was Iw ys unpe
cabl  There was lways th  d nger that 38 mght be s der
tracked through Gandhi mwlwng himself in some special 3 b

Fcltnm ed back just in tme for the ten oclock Staff M:eung
~where plany for Mountbattens first interview w th Gaodhu this
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afternoon were fully discussed Press interest in the meeting

~ 1s naturally tmmense  'When the Mahatma duly arrved at three.

oclock I must have had every accredited camera man in the
subcontinent watting with me in the Moghul gardens outside
the Viceroys study

After the mitral greetings were over the Mountbattens con-
ducted him out to face this battery He underwent the ordeal
with great good humour joking with the Mountbattens and gene-
rally downg s best to meet the conflicting requests of the camera~
men all trying to secure the perfect shot As 1t happens ths
was achieved by Max Desfor the brilhant Associated Press of

erica photographer who waited until the frenzied scramble

for the posed shots was over and then with the perception of
the artist saw that Gandl on turming to go back mto the cool
study had placed his hand on Lady Mountbattens shoulder
The picture was his Gandh: by his action was domng no more
and no less than treating Lady Mountbatten m the same manner
as his own grand daughters on his way to his Prayer Meetings
Every gesture he makes has consciously or otherwise symbolic
meamng and this afternoon 1t was spontaneous friendship

Today s talk lasted for two and a quarter hours At the end
of it Mountbatten called me in introduced me to Gandi to
discuss the immediate issue of a Press communique Gandhi
who spoke with a very soft voice and a slight isp said he would
be happy to leave the wording to the Viceroy As soon as he
had left "Mountbatten told me that the whole mnterview had been
deliberately taken up with remumscence the first hour and a
quarter with Lady Mountbatten present to help produce the arr
of friendlness and the last hour on their own He had deh~
berately avoided all reference to the immediate political situa~
tion to allow time for them to progress along the path of under-
standing and friendship Gandh had gone back to his early lhife
mn England and South Africa and to his meetings with former
Viceroys Mountbatten told me that the talks are likely to go on
for the remainder of Gandhis weeks stay mn Dellu = He 13 quite
determuined not to hustle hm Al this 1s admirable 1n atself
but not so easy to explain to the Press who will find 1t difficult
to believe that momentous discussions have not in fact tahem

tace
r I hammered out a text with all speed secured Mountbatten s
approvil and then went out mnto the courtyard where a large
crowd of correspondents were waiting to take 1t down T started
to read  Their Excellencies met Mr Gandht at Viceroy s House
this evemng and they had a most friendly talk with him lasting
{for seventy five muinutes  Before I could take breath an eager
correspondent protested that this could not be true He knew
that the Mahatma had been there for over two hours There
was a murmur in the ranks  But when I continued wath  ‘There-~
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after Hits Excellency and Mr Gandhi had an hours t Ik alone
m th same ¢ rdi 1 em t was generally acknowledged that
the statement mught after all bear some relation to the truth

VICEROY'S HOUSE, Ntw DELHI Tuesday Ist Ap il 1947
Mountbatten h s had h's second talk with Gandhi 1t lasted
for two hours only a quarter of an hour of which was taken up
with sol d business There w s a furth r long excurst n inte the
Mahatma s life story nd then an aston shing propo al by him
to sol e the whole problem It was nothing less th n to dimss
the present Cabinet and call on Jinn h to appomnt an all Moslem
admimstrauon M untbatten asked “What \1ll Jinnahs reac
tion be? Gandhy replied hnnah will say Ah at s the v ly
Gandhi ag m Mountbatt n asked with =~ smle  And wont
he be nght? No Ga dhi rephed I am being abs lutely
mncere  ¥e 101d Moumbatten th t h had pot to be § m and
{ace the c nsequ nce of the sins of his predecessors  The
1 hsystem of D ade and Rule h d cre ted a situat on 1n which
the only alt rnat es were a ¢ ntinvati n of Brt sh rule to keep
I and order r an Iandan blood bath The blood bath must
be faced nd accepted
Wa ell had been writated l? th tme consumed mn these 1n
terviews but Mountbatten ad be 1 dyt giLeten hous to
tm 1f neces ary  He 1y deeply impres cd wth hum and thinks
he_s stll of the first import tice
‘o-day Mountb tten called me 1n to act as an unoffcial
ap{arl:u at a very ten ¢ and difficult meetng involving the
fina h(Lmdmcn of the vered Indan Natonal Amy q eshon
A number of former IN.AA men were sull m pnson for war
crimes—that s for speafc brutalites as ag nst purely pold cal
offences  The Go ernment was being subpcted to considerable
presaure to release them, b t Auchinleck as Commander in-Chief
way adamant that these sentences were to be served 1f disapline
was to be ma ntamned  In Bengal the IN.A were widely regard
ed as heroic hiberators largely because they had been command
ed by Subha Chandr Bose who had onece successfully defied
Gandbis oppos tion to become Pres dent of the Congress and
who carred b s enmity of the British Raj to the po nt of Link ng
vp wth the Axis and providing the Japanes wath the Indan
National Army as an suxid ary force f r thetr offensi & on India
By the tme Mountbatten arn ¢d on the scene there was a
widespread feel ng that this 1 ue should be d sposed of but in
so { r as 1t touched the Nat onal st nerve and had not been too
happdy handled in the past a reasonable solution became more
&fficult to obtas as each day passed  Wa ell had sctually used
tus Viceregal authority to veto discussion of the matter and had
handed 1t over 83 one of the outstanding conundrums.
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Mountbatten decided to hive it out i a completely frank con
ference with Nehru Liaquat Baldev Singh and Auchmleck The
meeting my first direct experience of the prevailling political
<limate at the highest level is not likely to be in character with
most of the cnises which Mountbatten” will have to face For
once Congress and the Moslem League are on the same side of
the fence  One or two of the IN A. men 1n question were Mos
lems Although the Moslem League had been careful to avoid
wdentifymng itself with the Congress Civil Disobedtence policy of
1942 or any direct challenge to the Allied war effort 1t was sig
nificant that as soon as there was any suggestion that the issue
was one involving national aspirations their differences with the
Congress vamshed at once

Nehru was clearly anxious to be rid of the whole problem
‘but was naturally worned at the possible strength of the Legis
lative Assemblys reaction Liaquat on the other hand deve
loped arguments which were I felt calculated to draw heavily
on Auchinleck s Iimited reserves of temper and provoke a breach
‘between the Government and the Commander in-Chief  None the
less underneath the surface tension 1t was clear that there was
a tremendous respect for Auchinleck and genume dismay at the
threat of his resignation which had brought the actual crisis to
a head After three hours of intense discussion a formula was
found Auchinleck was prevailed upon to wnte 1t out himself
1t invoked the Federal Court as an adviser on the ments of each
particular outstanding case

VICEROY'S HOUSE NLW DELH! Wednesday 2nd Apnl 1947

At our mormng Staff Meeting Mountbatten was busy ham
menng out the INA formula The snag now centres round
the status of the Federal Court which apparently 1s not 1n a post
tion to render reports to the Commander m-Chief

On Mountbatten s instructions 1 attended the Legislative As-
sembly sitting discreetly in the Governor Generals box to hsten
to the IN A debate A Moslem back bencher moved the resolu
tion demanding the release of the IN A men and started breath
g fire and slaughter His oration then suddenly tailed away
It looked as though the Congress Whips had given hun some
friendly advice half way through his speech

Then Nehru rephed  His speech was a splendid effort  Ho
backed Auchmlecg to the hilt as he promuised he would The
speech required great moral courage before 2 potentially hostile
House The IN.A he argued was subjected to different pulls
‘There was the pull of loyalty to the Army there was the pull of
a larger royalty to what one imagined was the good of the coun
try when loyalty 1s in confiict the result 13 an mnner conflict
the ndwvidual ~“When this hapivens the best man suffers
lesser man 1s wseasttive  Not all the INA men were ™

S Gl
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as w th everyone else there were somle good some bad and some
m the nuddle The resoluti n was ult mately withdravn The

outcome of this d ngerous mnadent 33 M untbattens first success

at med atien and an encourag ng example of N hrus steadfast
55

VICEROY S HOUSE, NEW peLMl! Frd y 4th Aprl 1947
The newspaper limel ght continues 10 be on the North west
Fronter Ismay spoke at todays Meeting of what ko call &
the bastard s tiation  there—ninety seven per cent Moslems with
2 C ngres M nustry
e q est on arose of Travancore whch 13 in the far South
and the only Ind n State wth a sizeable sea board  Uramum
deposits have been f und there so the lapse of Paramountcy now
assumes new str tegic s gn ficance
Ther was  full and frank d scussion of w ys and means of
evacuat ng European should th's be necessary ~ A regster i 1o
be prepared of those who w h to Jeave by June 1948  Passeng r
¢h p shortage 13 such th t any fleet of ships however m dest
will be o t of the quest on  Mountbatiens d rectt ¢ 15 th t ship-
» Pmg losses as a result of the wa should be stress d to all co
cerned and that 1 all plannng any mpre son f pan ¢ move
ment must at all costs be 2 oided

VICEROY’S HOUSE, NEW DCLHl S turd y Sth April 147
Gandh s master plah was dscus ed  nd was descnbed as an
1d kite flown w thout d sguise Mo ntbatt 1 however h d
been the first person sufl ciently mtell gent to pay attention to t
The vital pont was th t Mou tbatten hould not all w h mself
to be drawn into negotiatt n w th the M hatma but should only
listen to advice
Now at the end of the first fortnight, the m 1n strategy of
Mountb ttens plan together w th s tactcal applcati n hs al
ready tak n shape He has had to start from scratch but no
tm has been |t His primary sum 18 to achie e a soluti n
which nspres s Taent good feel ng to enable the Indt n partes
10 reman within the Commonwealth structure  om the outset
He 1s bend ng ¢ ery cffort to keep the Cabinet Mssion Pl o
alve bt ntheas mpton that Yinnat  power and p tpose ¢
sustaiped the facil tes for partton will ha ¢ to be all " ed for
He appr cates th t the 1 g ¢ of partition g the centre invol es
simlar treatment { r those Provinces where the t%0 commun ties
evenly b 1 nced
.N\\'halzv’;t shape the Plan takes Mountbatten has been cominced
from the outset that the need f r the pol ucal s Jutton s mu b
more press ng than was apparent when w were London and
that the June 1948 tme {mut far {r m bewng not long enough,
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13 already too remote a deadline He senses the danger of poh
tieal collapse the various contending factions—Congress Moslem
League and Sikhs—being strong enough to stake their respective
claims but unable unless an agreement 1s reached at once to
prevent the Chinese situation being repeated in India The quick
political solution carries with 1t the proviso that its difficult ad
mustrative implications should be met durning an agreed ntenm
penod afterwards

In preparing the way for the acceptable plan Mountbatten 1s
Tesolved to take all the leaders along with hum step by step but
he proposes to do so separately on a personal basis and not by
formal and forbidding conclaves Mountbatten hopes that the
diplomacy of discussion will have the effect of playmng down
the communal tension which the commuttee method as can be
seen at the Cabinet meetings of the Interim Government un
<doubtedly stimulates In the meanwhile at our Staff Meetings
all possible concepts are examined

This morning the possitbility of achieving a solution which
Teaves something at the centre was considered Mountbatten
mentioned as alternative concepts an alliance on the lines of the
League of Nations autonomy within the USSR and the fede
1al structure at Washington The argument was thrown mto the
arena that the only chance of a umtary solution would be for a
decision to be taken as soon as all data was available if possible
within two months It would have to be m the form of a dea
sion and not an agreement—umnilateral from which there was no
appeal The approval of His Majestys Government would be
needed at once together with the earliest possible legislation and
implementation so that the scheme could be completed before the
end of 1947 This would be the most honest approach and
could be presented as the best means of getting out by June
1948 If a scheme was requred without a centre then clearly
we could not go so quickly

The whole of this discussion was a form of mental exercise
n grepamtmn for Mountbatten s first vital encounter with Jinnah
to day

The morming Meeting went on up to Jinnahs arnval There
were not quite so many photographers as for the first Gandht
mterview and Jinnah was obviously far more formal and re
served 1n his attitude to the Press Immediately after the meet
mg was over I got in to see Mountbatten to have my commum
que approved There was only one runor alteration

Jinnah and his sister are dining at Viceroys House tomorrow
evening instead of to might The reason 1s sumply that Mount
batten felt he could not sustan another session with him to day
Jinnah as he left said he would put himself entirely at Mount
battens disposal Mountbattens first reaction was My

he was cold It took most of the interview to unfreeze !

~ rs
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T went stra ght 10 to lunch where the guests were Nehru 2 d
his daughter Indra and Sjhnr the Indonesan Premier w th
his bux m blonde Dutch wfe Sphrr must be the smallest
statesm m smce Dollfuss the Austr an pocket Premer Mr nd
Mrs Wnkelmann the Dutch Attache and his wife  ere there
also 1 tnexttolndia She told me she was in som of the
wor t bltzes 11 London and still has an atr raid wardens hat
which was lent her one evening while she was trymng to put out
meend anes 10 Piccadilly  Sbe has kept the helmet ever since
as 8 lroghy

After lunch Kushna Menon 2 d 1 may at Mountbattens re
quest had a pr ! ng d talk about Gandhis proposal It was
agreed to-day th t t was essential to make 1t clear to Nehru
before Gandhu g tt wo kt o hard on the C ngr s that Mo nt
batt n was far from commuitted to the Gandhi plan a d that 1t
wo Id necd careful scrutiny A Mountbatten s 1id tthem m
mg Meeting Gandh has com  out defimitely for 1 sng Jinn b
to form an admun tration and pledged h mself to get Co press
support for t. Mountbatten think Gandh s proposals and out
look s m lar to those f the phenomenal Mr Pyke o ccascient t

3t Combined tions and author of Habakkuk, the fi atng
. ?lf %rlnpeu d tfield made of ice—far fetched but potentally
easible

At a tea party to-day at Western Court T was entert ioed by
Sr Uha N th Sen President of the Indian Correspondents
Assoc ation Associated Press of Ind a s spectal correspondent and
2 more th n usually w 1 nformed source. He mtroduced me to
some twenty leading Ind an_ correspond nts who for about an
hour and a half gave me a fauly intensive gnlling I g t off to
2 good start by introd cing myself as a member of the Liberal
Party on t mporary lea ¢ from party pol tics and as one who
therefore understood the meamng of mwmor ty problems. Con
siderable interest w s shown 1 Mountbatten s persanal hobbies
“There was a happy almost ctuld [ke bel ¢f among them all that
2 soluton w1l be { und within the next fortnght and it w s
difficult to @ ert them fr m that

In the even ng I dined with the Mountbattens lone and he rd
detals of the remarkable terv ew w th J anah who start d off
the conversation @ te blankly— I will enter into d scus on on
one cond ton only  Mountbatten sad I3 terrupted him be
fore he could fint b tus sentence  Mr Jnnah I am not prepared
to d scuss cond tt ns 0 1 deed, th present [tustonuntl Ih ve
had the chance of making your cqua ntance and know ng more
about you yourscll®  Jnn h was compl tely t ken aback by
Mountbattens atttude and f r som whle dd not respond,
remammg resenved haughty and al {  Butn the end b s
soltened and he duly succumbed to Mountbattens des re to hear
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him recount the story of the Moslem Leagues nise to power 1n
terms of his own career

VICEROY S HOUSE NEW DELHI Monday 7th Apnl 1947

The Dinnahs dined with the Mountbattens last mght Jinnah
harped on Moslem massacres and described the horrors at length
A quick decision was called for— It would have to be a surgical
operation Mountbatten replied An anazsthetic 15 requred
before the operation  Mountbatten emerged from this second
c¢ncounter reasonably confident  Jmnah can negotiate with me
but my decision goes  Imnah stressed that Gandlis position
was muschievous because 1t entailed authonty without responsi
bility To prove this pomnt he went through the history of nego
trations with Gandhi ending with the rejection of the Cripps
Plan and the launch of civil disobed mn 1942 which he
described as the Mahatmas Himalayan blunder ‘The Con
gress want to mhent everything they would even accept Dom
nion Status to deprive me of Pakistan

Mountbatten 1s usmg his Staff Meetings to exercise half-con-
sidered 1deas He hammers out his thoughts on the anwil of
discussion It 15 most exating to be a part of this creative pro-
cess Ismay read out Gandhis latest letter which contamns the
germs of 2 Gandh Mountbatten Pact conjured up out of noth
mg more than Mountbattens sympathetic interest m Gandins
proposal to let Jinnah form a Government Mountbatten feels
that Jinnah must be brought into the Government, but 1s not
clear how 1t 1s to be done

Apparently while the Mountbattens and Jinnah were bemg
ghotogmphcd before the first interview Jinpah in an effort to

e gallant to Lady Mountbatten spoke of a rose between two
thorns  Unfortunately it turned out that he was 1o the middle
himselft Walt Mason of Associated Press of Amenica came
round to see me and wants me to be quotable as an officral
source which frightens me a bit 1 this whispering_gallery

This evenuing at the end of therr latest meeting Mountbatten
called me 1n to meet Jinnah who stared at me with eyes like
gimlets and said nothing However at Mountbattens prompt
g he told me he would be very pleased for me to call on him
and discuss Press problems After he had gone Mountbatten
indicated that they would be baving a dufficult talk to morrow

VICEROY S HOUSE NEW DCLHI Twesday 8th Apnl 1947
At to-day s Staff Meeting a letter from Liaquat was read which
alleged the nadequate representation of Moslems in the Armed
Forces He wanted these reorgamsed forthwith so that they
could be more readily sphit up between Pakistan and
at the proper tume Ismay Stressed that to take any aciton
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L aquats letter would be to prejud ce the pol tical 1sue  Unt”
and unless the Viceray reported othen 1se to Hs Majcstgs Gov
rnment the Cab net M ss on Plan held tho field and that Plan
envisaged one N tion 1 Army

Mo ntb tten agre d that there could be no sphttng of the
Ind an Army before the 1thdrawal of the Britsh for t o rea
ons  ‘The mecha cs wont permt it and I wont H sad
he was re ol ed to t Il Jinnah th t he must mantan 1 w and
order and ould not help th P rties at the expen ¢ of either

E
1 ould still b e sential to k ep central control  f Defence Ismay
said the Bntsh Army stays untl Command passes The 1935
Constitut on remans 1n force M untb tten spoke on N hrus
vew of Gandh s plan~th y sho ld not 1t g a_tr ng Centre
untl the ¢ was someth nz 10 b nd over to Abell sud the &
qu ston was ] the Cabnet Miss on Plan dead? Tell $nn K
what be will get f he refuse ¢ He wont b re on ble uatl
ths has b en ol

VICZROY §_HOUSE, NEW DELit W dn Jdﬂ 9tk April 1947

At to-day s M eting Mountb 1t n said that e ra sed yesterd y
with Jnn h th g eston of an appeal by both of the m jor Par
tes for a truce in th comm nafpi!asmxh:\ ces and had bluntly
asked J nah wh ther he really wanted these dst b nces t be
st p or hether the s ue of such an apreal would put the
Mo lem Le gue at a pol tical d sad ntag nnah had ttimate
lysgreedto o 0

T was asked to ¢ ¢ the Press a backgro nd wa nng that since
the Viceroy was exam ming a la ge number of differ nt plans for
the future f Inda the Press sh uld be on thetr guard aga st
assum ng th t the plan known and bele ed ¢ b under discus
son on any day was th one mo t | kely to be deaaded n The
pl nwhich was recewt g m st careful exam nation \as of course
the Cabi et M s n Plan

VWe had another pol ¢y di ¢t s on Ismay spoke of a talk he had
had wth Ji n b He sh ws him ¢lf whally ¢ aware of th ad
m stratt ¢ implcatons of hs polcy The Britsh were 1qur
dtors Al % uld be well 1f Pakst n 29 conc ded but In ah
spoke of his fear th t all b would get wo X be a m thcat n
Pakistan

Alter the Staff Meetng I went r und a d saw Jonnh at hs
home Efs houe at 10 A npzeb Road look rthr llc a
m sque and 1s { 1) of ed and bla k snlay On hs mantelpiece
wa ashermapolInda nano kpl que Pakistan wa m 1k
ed 1n green  H was much m re cordal th n on the finst en
c unter We d cussed the Pres st ron. The Allinda Td:
tors Conference he sad wa entrely Had = Of the Motlem
papers there was only Da whch ‘was under hs proprictor
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ship  Although you may not belteve 1t I have never excrased
direct 1nfluence over its policy and have always regarded that
as the Editors job and within his competence The Editor
he added without a smule has always been 1n agreement with
my views He spoke at length on the completely false reports
of the Noakhali killings of Hindus by Moslems These were first
described as a massacre of many thousands but he claimed they
turned out to be Iittle more than a hundred killed and a hundred
wounded Background talks with the Press in India were almost
wmpossible  He spoke of his experience in London where his
off the record remarks were completely respected

In a note of the interview for Mountbatten I wrote as follows —

In view of the mnaccurate and inflammatory nature of some
recent Press comment I said that I had i mind to recommend
that you should <end a message to the All India Editor s Confer
ence urging the need for restrant etc. I wanted to see what his
reaction would be It was not particularly favourable If I
may presume to advise he said “His Excellency should press on
with his work, reach a decision quickly and avoid exhortations
It 1s above all his sacred duty to uphold law and order The
mterview was helpful in so far as it will enable me to make
contact with the Moslem Press under favourable auspices but
discouraging as indicating that the chances of any working ar
rangement between the Hindu and the Moslem Press are very
small indeed

I had tea this aftemoon with the Nehru household Indira
and krishna Menon recalled the origins of the Moslem League
and 1its leadership—pointing out that Jinnah himself was a Hindu
by birth  The League knshna said only began to mean some .
thing when Congress became a Direct Action mavement It grew
he alleged under Bntish encouragement Krishna wants me to
go to the States Conference at Gwalior where Nehru 1s handing
over the Presidency to Shethh Abdullah the Moslem Congress
leader i Kashmir who 1s at present mn gaol there It 1s not
only the political temperature that 1s nsmg The thermometer
reached over 100 F yesterday As Nehru aptly remarked to me
“The trouble 15 we get hot by thinking about the heat

In the evening we had a big State dinner for the British Resi
dents 1 the Indian States who have been called to Dellt for
consultation with Mountbatten in his capacity as Crown Repre
sentative The State rooms were opened up and the cobwebs
dusted off Lady Willingdon's Persian ceihng Eighty four guests
sat down to dinner and the silver plate was brought out which
somehow did not mmnprove the flavour of the food Portraits of
former Viceroys—Mmto Mayo Halifax and Reading—look down =
upon the swelling scene  The stnng band plays a strange
of Gilbert and Sullnan and Indian rhythms

e
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VICEROY'S HOUSE NEW DELRI Sat day 12th Apil 1947

Mountb tten reported on h s latest meet ng with J anah who
was apparently much shak n when Mountbatten faled to react
jnany yto hs offer dramatically presented to bring Pak stan
mto the Commonnealth In our general discuss on to-day tho
alternat ves of Plan B lkan versus Plan Umon were frankly
and fully d scussed  Mountbatten went to the root of the d lem
ma and put the gmpcm on that he should try to get Congress
to accept the Cabnet Msson Plan win full and th n confront
Juinah with com ng i or accepting  truncated Pakistan George
Abell was ceptical of Congr  changing its polcy It had al
ready forced the Moslem League to retreat by the pressure 1t had
excrted on_the northern Groups

Gandhi has writ o to Mo ntbatten that hus own plan 18 not
acceptabl to Co gress and that he 1 rsonally h nd ng ove
all futu e negot at ons to the Wo king Comm ttee  Mountbatten
says he will try to get Gandht to stay on _nd ex rt hs nffuence
mn fave r of f 1l Congress accept. ce of the Cabinet M swon
Plan. Mo feels that deep do m desire for unon stll exerts a
powerful pull on Congress

1 cidentally there was a ch mmng pommKt to G ndns pro-
T”l that Mrs Asaf Al should m et Lady Mou tbatten Lady
fo ntbatten at once wrote off an mnvtaton whch Mrs Ast
Al duly decli ed  The next day whea Gandhi came f 1 a mect
ng wth th Vceroy Mrs Asaf Al was wth him ] hear she
refused  he said  so I have brought her with me

VICIROY'S MOUSE, NEW DELHI Mo day 1th April 1947
o Press apecul tors h ve been busy An artcle in the
Hi dustan Times th s morn ng has forecast th  ssue of the Peace
Appeal on whch Mountbatten has be n work g It nd cates
that t will hortly be 1ss_ed over the s gnatures of Gandhi Jinn h
and Rnpatani as the President of Congres  One of the
ponts at s ue 1y Congresss wsistence on includ ng K ipalanm
and Jnnahs u wilingn ss to do s Ismay and M evile con
sder that the H dist n T mes artcle may well have wrecked
the chance of persuad g Jnnah o sign the document which
has pared M untbatten gave strict astruct on  to me
topont out th t th artclo h d of course been publ hed with
out hs knowfedge and had caused im great annoyance as in
deed 3t has. He 1 also wntng to Nehru to fnd out h w th
leak occurre
After m ny spasms of ncertainty Mountbatten s mat enco and
will power hs ¢ prevaled and th - afterno n I hu e been able
1o take round to th Mn try of Informati n the ong nal docu~
ment over Gandhis and Ninnshs joint ¢ gnatures. Jinnah b s
gamed hs pont o ef hrpala | who has not been invited to
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sign  Actually Gandhi wrote his name twice once i Englsh
and once in Urdu

‘The tone and ttming of this Appeal are a great personal triumph
for Mountbatten and give impetus to his whole effort to produce
an acceptable political plan It enhances his prestige and it ex
ploits to the maximum the mmtial good will surroundmg him It
18 designed to create a detente without which no political solution
will be worth a pins fee It 1s the first victory for s open
diplomacy

The message 13 couched in stern and forceful terms which
are urgently needed The call for avoidance both mn speech and
wnting of any mcitement to acts of violence and disorder 18
particularly timely As each day passes certam of the more com-
munally minded Press commentators become increasingly pro-
vocative 1n their language stirring up hatreds they cannot control
and heroics they are never likely to perform At Mountbatten s
request I have gone very carefully into the Mmstry of Informa-
tion s proposals for disseminating the Appeal The engine of All
India Radio will be at full throttle and at my suggestion to-
mghts release will include a photostat copy Ambitious plans
are m hand to show it at cinemas and to distribute 1t by leaflet
from the air over the disturbed areas

The planned pattern of events now centres round a Simla
house party early in May—the probable guests to be Nehru
Jinnah Patel] Liaquat krnpalamt Baldev Singh and the possibles
Gandhi Bhopal and Bikaner

To-morrow the Governors Conference 1s due to take place
following closely upon a useful session with the Residents
Mountbatten 13 not hkely to put his Plan into final shape until
he has heard the Governors full and frank views on the draft
which he has already sent for their consideration On the eve of
the Conference the broad principles of Mountbattens Plan are

(1) that the responsibility for Partition if it comes 1s to rest
farrly upon the Indians themselves

(2) the Provinces generally speaking shall have the nght
to determine their own future

(3) Bengal and the Punjab are to be notronally partitioned
for voting purposes

(4) the predomuantly Moslem Sylhet distnict in Assam 15 to
be given the option of joimng the Moslem Province created by
a partitioned Bengal

(5) General Elections are to be held in the North west
Frontier Province

Some of the Governors have armived at Viceroys House and
Mountbatten has already had talks with Sir Frederich Bourne
(Central Provinces) Sir Jokn Calville (Bombay) and Sir Arciu
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bald Nye (Madras) By the time they are afl here the Mount
batt n will be entert ning und r ome roof eleven Go eml;m
their w ves private secr ¢ nes and A D C s—a formdable F( T
ng even fo Viceroys H use with its three hundred an forty
r ms and one and a half m! of cordors t hol 4
SrMrzalm ! the Pume Muster f Hyderabad vas call
mforthe t Ik th B ne when they d scussed tho very treky
questo of the sttsof Brr Thsis part [ the Nzm {
Hyder b d_hered t ry dom 1 —ndeed hs her is enutled the
P ce {Berr—bt dministe d by the Central Provinee
Cogest Il rtanlylay o m to Ber r as part of the Cenunat
hleth Nzam ll rtanly want Berar back M
Im |intim tdthtthe Nzam may h nly b seemng Jon b
As for hmself h says tht h 1 r pdly losng th Nuzams
<onfid ce and does n t expect t be flice much longer
Isatn ttoImil tthe Mo thatt ns lunch party He
t AM lemof mod rt opn n s ber ) dg m at and high
tell t ho sstheefl ¢ na somevh tasol ted pston I
pokequt frelyt me b tthe ¢ sy leof Premer to the
Nizam The maxm m pent ¢ f power o could h pe for v 3
ab 't ye The o ly exception t ths had ben 1d St
AXb r Hydan who had clung n for n  ly fourteen ye rs The
Nizams st ter ft ¢ td farg ly of weaving mpl x con py
racies g nst h  own Prme M ntster d uluma(ef;' dpr g
th m of the power he had wr ted f them Irw s hr Jsmails
account a depress ng cy le of self-d feat ng intngue  Als  t the
1 nch was C mpton Mack nzn  who co erng th worlds
b tile fronts to p d ce an offaial ccount of the Indian Armys
cont bution to the war
Colnlle it cems began by off nng to resgn but has been
prevaled upon to stay n a little longer  Mountb tten s id that
Colville was Itkely to be b th wrong and r ght 1n his object ons
to the present polu Wrong becaus only short notce and a
tme ltnit could make the Indian leaders feeup to v Ity d
night because there was n t cnough tme to | nch new
<onstitution.

CHAPTER FIVE
THE GOVERNORS AND THE PLAN

VICEROY'S HOUSE, New orList Twesday ISth Aprl 197
e GoVIRNOR S CONFERENCE opened to-d y with the boost of
encouragement provided by the banner he dlines announang the
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Gandhi Jinnah A 1 I attended the first session which took
place 1n the sx:mll:g:ea nelled Council Chamber It was an mm
pressive spectacle with the eleven Governors seated 1 ant
clockwise order of precedence round the large oval table Mount-
batten s opening speech was a very fluent and persuasive appeal
for loyalty both fo the letter and spirit of the Bnuish Govern
ments decision  He stressed just 1n case there was any doubting
Thomas 1n his mudst that June 1948 was a firm departure date
There was full and frank discussion on the evacuation of
Europeans Colville and Nye Governors of the two Semor
Presidencies were both robust on this 1ssue bui Sir Evan Jenhans
the very bnilliant Governor of the Punjab—George Abells pre
decessor as PSV to Wavell—said he felt bound to draw atten
uon to the seriousness of the siuation n the Punjab  Sir Hugh
Dow Governor of Bihar said there were only fifty European
officials 1 Ins State covenng a populat of forty mull So
it was not surpnsng perhaps that there was Intle law or order
n his part of the world  Sir Andrew Clow the retinng Governor
of Assam spoke about the planters and said there were more
young wives than ever before enmjoymng the sunshine food and
seryants
J D Tyson Secretary to the Governor of Bengal Sir Frederick
Burrows (who was 1ll and unable to be at the Conference} re
ported that there were twenty thousand Europeans in Bengal and
that he was seriously worned about the five thousand n the
outlying distnicts He felt that the chances of mamtawung law
and order 1n the Province were very shm Communist agitation—
stronger here than anywhere else—was defimtely antt European
and he beheved that the Europeans were not looking ahead
Mountbatten stressed that there was little chance of any sup-
port from the British Cabinet for any legislation to prevent people
coming to India The final vote on this delicate subject was mn
favour of using persuaston with regard to the movement of
Europeans with the Punjab asking for enforcement powers later
There followed detatled consideration of the vexed question of
compensatton  Mountbatten gave the history of the negotiations
to date  Colville— George the automatic plat as he called
himself to cover the various occasions he has served as acting
Viceroy—confirmed what Mountbatten had to say about the
difficulty of getting compensation for Indians past the Interim
Government  Trnivedi and Hydan both felt Indians would on
purely patrioic grounds wish to remam on and let compensation
go  Mountbatten had some interesting things to say abaut the
ambiguities and uncertainties of the Commonwealth Iink referning.
n particular to Eire  Sir John Maffey had told hum that the
Letter of Credence of the Insh representative to Hitler during
the war was actually signed George R1

P i g
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In the afternoon session discussion was broken down to aflow
for reports by Governors on their ind 1du | Provinces  Sir OL £
Caroe speaking about the North west Fropter ‘hch at the
moment se ms to be the pomnt of most acute political enss
wants an clecton Dr Khan Sahub the Premier who 1uth his
more f mous br ther Abdul Ghffr khn the Fronter
G ndht 1 ds the pro-Congress Red Shirt group does not  All
the pro M lem League Mos! ms ho would stand to g m most
from an clect on 2 € ta gaol Mo mtbatten s ad wce 3 hold yo 1
hand f p ssibl  but Ca oe looks t nse and twed and s elearly
we gh d down by his hea 'y respons biit es

Inkins ga ¢ a 1 cd analysis of the mplications of Punpb
yarit a howing just how the Moslem v rsu non Moslem tssue
was mm‘fl cated by S kh and Hindu Jat claims Tyson s m latl
cxamned the prospects f r Beng 1 1f under partition East Benga!
b felt, would'becom rur | lum Th eweres m twentyh o
mullion Hi dus m Bengal—forty five per cent of the popul tion—
and th y all wanted to be abs tbed mto Hnd stan Ki%xe cont
of East Beng 1 was unaceeptable t many | cal Moslems The
relat onsh p_between jnnah and the prese ¢ M slem Premuer
of Beng 1 § hrapardy  as far from c rdial Suhrarwardy 15
foightened of partton nd s ready to pl y w th the H ndus
Jenkins too spoke of the po sible growth of anti Pak stan opum 0o
in the Pun; b and Beng | The local M lems would be satisfied
1o run Beng 1 ay a Moslem-controlled Pro 1 ce

The Go ernor of Bihar drew attentton 1o th concentraty  of
wealth mner | and iron  Th industn [ d velopment of Ch ta
Nagpur was part of Suhrarwardy’s conee;{t for the bu lding up of
an ndependent Bengal Provincial dev lution would he felt, m
the cas of Bibar ha e wide repercusstons  In the general ds
<cuss on (¢ was felt th t a § nd Punjab Pak stan was econonucally
feasible  Mountbatten cons dered however th t East B ngal
in ghll coatract out and that also the North nest Fronuer was

abilty

VICTROY'S HOUSE NEW DELE! Wednesday 16th April 1847
At the resumed Governors Conference to<day Jenkn spake
about the need for an  Operation Solomon for the Punjab snd
t forward the po bliy of a st tistical boundary comm 33 on
ere was a big d scussion on the -hole draft P it on Plas
which Mountbatten had put tog ther n time for the Conference
It s clear from what the Governors have to say, that by far th
£ sater part of the sub.continent 1s calm and q ict and ready to
amgtan y reasonable s tution
1 had tunch at the Impenal wth Pankkar who stressed that
the Constitution of the Moslem League had been weighted
hea ily n favour of Moslems living 1 munority areas fs
~sunple fact he claimed had enabled Junnah to bring extra proe
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sure on Moslem members living 1in majonty aréas Bengali loyal
ties he said were increasingly cutting across those of Hindustan
and would require careful handiing He also argued strongly the
need for an Indian equivalent to the Brtish Privy Council to
:’e?;ﬁledunpredlctable pohtical and judicial problems could be

Mountbatten has had a talk with Baldev Swmgh the Defence
Mimster who 1n the presence of Jenkins the Governor of the
Punjab denied being the treasurer of the Sikhs appeal fund
which 1s undoubtedly beng subscribed for warlike and uncon
stitutional purposes

Baldev sought advice on the Army nationalisation scheme
What chance was there of Bntish Services remaimmng on after
June 19487 Mountbatten replied that 1t il depended on whether
India wants to be 1n the Commonwealth A face saving formula
13 needed to cover the Congress resolution passed prior to 20th
February to set up a sovereign independent Republic Baldev s
general attitude goes to confirm that partitton 1s now the only
solution acceptable to all parties

VICEROY’S HOUSE NEW DELH! Friday 18th Apnl 1947
Mountbatten was 1n buoyant mood at to days Staff Meceting
He had an interesting talk with Knshna Menon who took upon
tumself part of the onginal responsibility for the Independent
Sovereign Republic formula The search however for another
formula which will ensure 2 close link with Brtun 1s being
actively pursued by him and some of the Congress leaders Menon
has explained how wmitiative on Congress s part 1s mmpossible cven
the semblance of 1t would lose them their position 1t must come
IR some way from us In the cOUTS® of the discussion I sad I
felt that at the miltary level the analogy and advantages of the
Combmed Chiefs of Stafi procedure 11 the war should not be
overlooked and Mountbatten agrees that this should certanly

be kept mn mind

NEW DELHI Saturday  19th Aprd 1947
alarmmg but none the less amusing
Sikh Icaders  He found himself
old gentlemen with long beards

VICEROY S HOUSE
Mountbatten gave us an
Account of his interview with the

confronted b: e v seruffy
and largz I\xr??’a'sxgt::!hn e;:?l't on their glasses looking just like benign

ofes! eaccful ntentions but telling a few fibs 1n the
g:occsssors_rf;é; ?;glrinmstcd that he must partition the Punjpb and
said the Sikhs were the principal victims 1 the Rawalpind: nots
Mounibatten mentioned the ntervicw he had yesterday with
Dr Mattha who had stressed that although responsible Indian
Teaders were now generally making dispassionate and temperate
speeches the Press was causing much trouble and was 1n his views™
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an arrespons bl and nfl mmatory element 1 the s tuation
Matthat suggested that the V ceroy should call t gether alt ed ¢ r
and appe 1'to them t0 t ne d  n ther comment and imp! men
n therr wn way the Gandhi ] nnah Appe | Dr Matthay though
th tthisvould ha e tremendous effect  Mou thatten asked fo
my comment I sad that I doubted hether thi approach wa
ethe feasbl or ¢ en desir ble It ould be physcally en
difl cult to brng n all the ed tors ¢ ncern d from d stant parts
and when they h d armved at Vicer g 1 requ st they o [
expect to be told e s f some firm dears on - They w uld «
say the least, be deflated at r cer g only an exhortat on More
oer T uggested the desrablty f t kng th matter up »
P tel nth frst nstance n s capacity s M n ster of Informz
non

At hs meetng yesterd ¥y v th Dr Khan S b the sugg stof
was mooted th t Mo ntbatten should dpay an euly vi t to th
Northw st Frat r Prvince  Th dea hthert "had been t
postp ne t vy untyl the m jor 3la h d b en ¢ mplefed an
appr v+ ¢ but the Fr nter stuaton eems to call for spea
teatment b foreh nd In ur gen al policy d cu on the
Domu on Status ss ¢ wa furthe thra hed at  Mountb tf ¢
ponted out th t Nazmudd the M lem Leag ¢ lead r n Easl
Beng 1 as just as dam nt as Jinnah ab t Pakitwn  Isma:
stressed that we wer engaged n ¢ atng o Pakstas b
drew Srom M v th Yen th ¢ mme tth i nh 12 2r 15 anpl e
tons h was begn ng to thnk Paki tan v s newit ble

n m g the M untb tt ns g ve a_mall & nce the
walled garden by th  wimm ng pool for Pam fa ghteenth
brthday The f M of f utans d the gl mmer of f 1y ] ghts
the st ad fresh the dark gren cypr trees red roses
cimbing on whie walls  d the red and gold of th Ve gl
servants—her w s all one could a k  f an enchanted garden

VICTCROY'S HOUSE NEW DLt Afonday 2lst dp 1 IN7

Mountbatten rehearsed i aftern 0o mecting with Liqut
mdeatng that hs fin 1 d & on g to whether there sho 1d b 2
fresh ¢l ¢t on in the N rth we t Fronter Pro nee wo id depend
upon h3 esumate of the Mo lem Leag e ablty 10 f rm 2
respons’ble M mistry  He said he wo Id m ke t abundantly clear
1hat 1 spte of appe ran ¢s he wo Id 1 t1n fact yeld 1o force
1 to the threat of f roc

Y hase been a ked to prepare a2 Pres n t announcing the
forthcom ng I'r nter tur

The M 5nlb tten ga asm i dnoer tth o e for th
Brockmans Nchells nd ursel es wht h was directly preced d
by a garden party t  the Vicereg 1 establ hment  Mountb tt &
told u tht had been much sh ken to leam th t th three
hundred and sc enty i guests were all of the offcer cadre
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that there were 1 all some seven thousand persons on the Vice
regal estate He said he had told some of them that they ought
to have a2 Mayor and had then added that he supposed he was
therr Mayor! This seemed to go down well with the guests and
showed he felt that the Indian had a sense of humour or at least
the good manners to laugh at the right time

While we were 1n the drawing room before dinner Lady Mount
batten confessed that she found herself conunually trying to
move the heavy teak framed chairs and sofas only to be no less
continually discovered by the servants m this undignified attempt!
In this connection she quoted the expenence of Lady Linlithgow
whose dog had had an unfortunate accident on the Viceregal
carpet shortly before the guests were due to armve It took so
long to find a servant of sufficiently low caste to clear up the
mess that she was finally abliged to deal with 1t herself and was
caught by her guests and servants 1 the act!

During duner an officers name was mentioned and Lady
Mountbatten exclaimed Let us see him by all means but don't
let him arrange any more tours for us  She then told a story
of a trip 1n the Arakan when the said hapless officer forgot that
the niver was tidal and she and Elizabeth Ward had to leave their
jeep and swim for 1t to heep their engagement’

Mountbatten told me that the mterview vith Liaquat had been
very mteresting Liaquat had spoken with much frankness about
Wavell saymg they all knew that he was a very great soldier
but he had undoubtedly made hus pohtical position impossible for
himself with the Indian leaders when they all went to London
last December On that occasion he had apparently taken an
apologetic lIine by asserting that he was merely a soldier and that
he had made mistakes After such a confession 1t became obwi
ous Liaquat sard that he could no longer carry on and 1t was
immediately after this that the 1dea of a successar began to come
into the picture

Mountbatten told us he felt it was a very great pity that if he
had to have this job he could not have talen 1t on eighteen
months ago He might then have been able to influence events
but now with the time at our disposal this was almost impossible
There had be=n a catastrophic detenioration in the situatior during
the past few months and political solutions must be found within
the time hmit and therefore before one could really hope to
influcnce cvents

In a general talk about the Press I used the occasion to stress
the 1mportance of hard news ahead of time which enabled us to
control speculation and mentioned 1 this connection our success
with the Govermnors Conference 1 also underlined my conviction
of the importance of Patel mn the situation  Altogether Mount
batlen was 1n very good form throughout the evemng o
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VICEROY 5 HOUSE, NEW DFLHI Tie day 22nd Apl B
Mounth tten said tod y th t rep esentatines of !PP“’W“,
half of th nhahitants of India h d already asked ¢ be2! ¥
to emam w thin the Commonwealth They mncluded the M;
Le gu the Sched led Castes nd the I di” States— thou k¥l
th Stat s ubjects might not be of the same puiion 3 A
R lers Al these applcants he added seemed 1o th l»u;l’
were doing Gre t B itain a favour by asking to stay i M‘m
bitte ent on to nquire hether t \as cons dered m‘s“
Wwas any po bty of grantilg some form of Domn
tolnda savhle r more probably t the sepatate [rt
India nth narfut re He nvs ged the s ting up {3
fence Councl and 2 Go o -Ceneral as charman thlhm*m:
vote Tsmay thou ht e should n t rule out wn! teral apd dﬂ S
by Pak stan for Common ¢ Ith membersh p Mountb &t 0 o
tht pl nnn, for the grant of Domjnion Stamy s
et r unted ° d 1ded befo e June nd powsbly by KO-T
1948 hould contihue oncurrently w th the Pla for the
deciston M
He has come round to the v w to-day that the Cab Tm.
sonPlncans mtoy be resu rected n  nev form an ;?a
A o gmily pesntd it ras psychologically Ton gt
parapl of t o o regn Stat s could b aceepted M;m e
be ach eved thro gh so eraig ty We had t Tecogrse -
Mosl m League were prepared to gt ¢ up the B_nd C( ot
(fol P kytan rea) 3 d 1o accept a trugcated Pak san 8
fee centre vent vath t

VICIROY S HOUSE Nrw Desur Wedne d y 23rd Apil "f;
)1;"‘): m mog Mountbatten ta had a thr e h ur ses 0%
R}

He scem d to be res gned to the part ton of the Pﬂﬂf‘b"j
Beng 1 He dd not sk 1 hat_the boundar es would
Mountbatt n dd n t tell hun  He 1s putt ng out a0 Lt
feas 0 0 the Northyest F onter Prot nce and 8 6@ B G
leed tntbeng asked to call off D rect Acton .
Mountb t # ‘Trankly Your Evcellency th Hndw ©
posble Thy 1 ays want sevent n anna for the o g

W ln Azd th leading Co gre s Mo lem has pot S0
a new formula It that M umbatte  personal nmPf"r,,,
of the Brish G~ mment s statesn nt followng the Lo don e
g W th the Ind 1 Le d 13 and Wavell | st December € 47
nght of Provinces to opt ut f Gr ups would be aceepisb ot
bacsthis on 2 det m of Gandh s = “The sole referce of, >
$ or 13 hot m the mterests f fnda  a b fe w it be W7
batten i his personal capacity
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VICEROY S HOUSE NEW DELHI Fniday 25th Apnl 1947

At to days Staff Meeting the first draft of the Plan was con
sidered but no clear concept for its final projection on the Parties
and the public emerged Ian Scott raised an important debating
pont favouring the widest publicity for 1t prior to its submussion
to the Working Commuttees of the two Parties who would then
have the searchlight of world attention focused upon them This
technique might have the effect of drawing the more moderate
elements 1n both Congress and Moslem League together again
to preserve the bare essentials of unity

Mountbatten agreed that it was most mmportant that with the
1ssue of the announcement the impresston should not be created
that partition was a foregone conclusion but that the question
had been referred for decision to the will of the people To 1m
prove the chances of a return to a umited India he felt that an
escape clause should be included in the announcement and he
would consider as counting as a form of umion any plan 1n which
the centre dealt with the same subjects as m the Cabmnet Mission
Plan—namely External Affarrs Defence and Communications
The crux of the matter eemed to him to be that in the Cabmet
Mission Plan the Hindu majority at the centre would be able
permanently to outvote the Moslem minority and use the reserved
subjects to subdue them The alternative was that the representa
tives of Pakistan and Hindustan should come together on the
basis of ganly If this form of a umited India could be obtaned
1t might be possible for the Punjab Bengal and Assam to remamn
united  Abell pomted out that it would not be real panty
which depended on the relative strength of the two sovereign
States Mountbatten rephed that he realised this pomnt My
object 1s to create the eflect of two sovereign States or separate
blocks negotiating at the centre rather than having a system of
majority voting

Among the various pownts raised by Mountbatten whose mind
ranged over the whole problem with much svigour and ongmabty
were forebodings about the future of Calcutta He felt that the
Moslems would be bound to demand a plebiscite for it and that
1ts fate would become a major 1ssue It would however be most
undesirable to 1y down the procedure of self determination here
which mught well give the wrong answer

He reports that Patel has been complaiming You won t govern
yourself and you wont let us govern  But 1 fact we are aimng
at a date as early as 19th May for the decsive meeting with the
Leaders

VICEROY S HOUSE, NEW DELHI Saturday 26th Apnl 1947

Mountbatten has decided to send Ismay and George Abell back

to London with the first draft of the Plan _to hammer 1t out
clause by clause wath the Government and officials concerned
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£ mg background gwd nce  bout this tup I am to expl n th ¢
ono of Mountbatten princ pal objects in hvng Imy a
M eville on h s staff 19 1n  eder to tmprove li 1son  th Wht hall
and to ensble them to  sit London alternately at approumately
two-monthly intervals 1t 13 understood that the first to returs
w il be Lord Ismay
e Comm nwe Ith issue is 1 oming large There hay been
afir: deaton of Pat Is policy on this subret tn the lead ng
article of to-day’s Il dustan Tim s Ism y drew attention 1o the
relevant extract whch run asf llo § —
1If there 13 a setilement between the Congress and the League
as & result of wheh the M Im majonity are ¢ are all  od 1o
const t te themsel es into eparate o regn State we b ve ne
d bt that the Un on will not stand in the  ay of Brita n estad
1shing contacts  th those States. It must be cle tly understood
howe r that the Indan Union w1l consder 1t a host1 act 1f
the 13 any attempt by Bnita n to concel d¢ any treaty or alf ance
vol g mltary or poltecal clau s
Mountb ttens hne on thi  that he ha  ccei ed no instruct on:
asto the atttud h  hould dopt n the eve t of ne or m n
rts of 1 dia expr ssing a des 10 ¥ main w th n the Common
calth But H Majestys G ernment had elea ly engo ned hiw
n t1 enter into any d sc ssion 0 thy matt ¢ \K h might im
perlthe ¢h noes {Ind nunty toatt i hich had always beer
nd would rem n b fir t ambit n and d~termnat o
Bob Sum on the BBC s special corre po d nt i Ind  h
shown me h | test cr pt rel yed thr vghout the da all the
8BC news bulletns One most important { ct {m sad o
thelnd n t t n hchtend tobe o 1l oked n the euh
of d yto-day nevs s that Ind att tude towa ds Dr tain ha
und rg ne a f ndament 1cha g nth last tvo m nths Tl
good w 1l establ hed by Brtans Qut Ind  statement b beer
consol d ted by the new Viceroy 1 five mndustrion weeks

MCTROY'S 10LSe KTw Dran S day 27¢F Apnl 1947

George Abell 1 back fr m h s tnp toa Lah ¢ where he report:
aserio s mtuati n Jenkn p bably the ablest adm ni teator 4
Ind «con dersthere sagra e d nger [ o 1l war  \Yhen asked
by Georg wh ther there was anythng else we could do b !
lea inJun 1948 Jenk o admitt d th tthere was no ltermati
but there was a feal pe | that we  ould be h ndng over t
chaos,

From Calcutta com  the news th t John Chrite J o1 t P ak
Secretaty 1oth v er y hasf led to sell th Be g i sect n o
the Plan to Bu rows who w s standng o t { ¢ the doctnin of 2
{tee city of Cal-utta  He describes uts an tall tion aficr J ne 1948
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as mandatory ‘This seems to be a strange word to apply to a
situation over which we shall have no control whatever at that
time

CHAPTER SIX

TRONTILR VISIT

GOVERNMENT HOUSE PESHAWAR Monday 28th Apnl 1947
EARLY THIS MORNING I set off by atr with the Viceregal party for
Peshawar It was a bumpy journey and Pamela and myself 1n
particulir were both feeling somewhat green on arrival The
most mmpressive spectacle on the way up was the mighty Nanga
Parbat which we could see from the air over 2 hundred miles
away to the north nsing m perfect symmetry to some twenty five
thousand feet overtopping by at least ten thousand feet the
surrounding peaks We touched down just after midday

On arnival at Government House where we were anticipating
a mce quet lunch prior to an afternoon of steady conference we
found ourselves confronting a situation of crisis bordering on
pame  Sir Olaf Caroe the Governor in a state of some agia
tion advised us that there was an immense Moslem League de
monstration less than a mule away which was to place its griev
ance before the Viceroy and was ready to riskh breaking the law
by formmng a procession and marching on Government House
The only alternative according to Caroe was for the Viceroy to
forest1ll this plan by marching on them and showing himself to
the multitude  The demonstrators were estumated at well over
seventy thousand and had been gathening from the most remote
parts of the Province many of them having been on the march
for several days Montbatten had a brief council of war with
Caroe and the Premier Dr Rhan Salub and 1t was agreed that
the Viceroy should show himself without delay

Mountbatten thereupon drove off to the demonstration Lady
Mountbatten with great courage 1nsisting on gomng with hhm The
crowd confronting us was certainly forrmdable  We climbed up
the railway embankment close to the historic Fort Bala Hissar
and looked down upon a vast concourse gathered at Cunningham
Park and stretching away into distant fields  There was much
gestrculation and the waving of mnumerable but illegal green
flags with the white crescent of Pakistan accompanied by a steady
chant of Pakistan Zindabid

Within a few minutes of our arrival however the bruu
tension hfted  The slogan changed  Mountbatten
could be huard and cheers were raised  Sullen faces trd

—
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nearly half an ho r Mountbatten n hs khak b sh shrt a d
Lady M untbatte also i 2 bush shrt stood wavng to the
crowd vhch had a surpnsingly large number of women and
children 1n 1t mudst. Any sont of speech wa out of the que tion
But the impact of the r friendly confdent personal t1 s on that
fanat cal a sembly had to be seen to be beh e

As wo swarmed down th embankm nt and drove back 1 a
wetle med lunch the relef of th Go ernor  nd local off tals
could not be conceal d  They tald us that it ould have been
q te beyond th reso ces of the local potce and mlt ry t
have deflected the ¢r wd peaceably 1f they had made up ther
collectine m1 d to mvade Go ernment House, As tw s afier
seaing the Mountb tten they struck camp and returned to the
homes

After lunch Mountbatt n began  se es of €x cling nt rvews
T was preent £ €190 of them on Auh hhon Sahb and iy
Cabnet of four Miny ter and the oth ¢ with a deputat an of
local Hndu resdents He lIso met th local Most m Leag ¢
Jeaders { r whom speat 1dspen ¢ n was made to lea ¢ gaol
1 orderto e hm. S per mpocd upon ths ¢ nflct Wheh way
i atelf suffct ntly sent us t become th focal powt of the wd ¢
struggle between Congress nd the Moslem Leag ¢ was the ery
duf cult relan nshp b twe n the Go ernor nd hs Congr &v
Prme Mn ter This frct noals  had wider umpl cations at the
nat onal I vel

Mountbatiens d plomat ¢ teslen  wa  hown to good ad ant
age nh encou ter with Khan Sshband b coll agues ty hich
th G ern rwas Is presemt He b gan by sayng h w g ateful
he was for the oppo t nty f mecung th mn person [ uld
a2k them and t could a X tum guesn ns He appreciated
Khan S b publcsmrt d advice that he sh uld go to meet
thedmatrat s H bd nfctd enthng but stand n
the emb nkment. H h d pre 1 sly ref ed J npah perms o
to org Rt e a procession to G ernment fous  Kh nSahb
hs de was tpanstoco firmth th had called off a process on
of Red Shrts—th Congres mas mo ement in the Pr™ ince and
co nterpart of the Moslem League Gee Shrt rga sat o

Mountb tten dded thth hdcometotmo rld 1t
Indans t tmnfer pow 1 n acc dane wth the will of th

ple He w  al eady dev s ng mach nery f t dealing w th the

punjab and Bengal but he added “Th “Front r ton
wol ey particular JTculty £ rm 1sh 1t be t Il ng the Moslem
Leag ethalwiiatyeldio  Inee Teliyupr tlytht
Tthnk el ctons 2r nece sary but I can mak no frm guarantee
to the Moslem that ther will be any fonn hs promse s that
1f there 38 any clection there wll be no vi lenc  You must trust
Myt tgnty Jnohaccepts th post n and 15 asking he 1
tomers to call off avil dsobedence  Mountbatien sk d about
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the general control exercised by the Moslem League High Com
mand The reply was that the local Moslem League had run riot
and taken charge At the last election the Moslem League had
defimtely been defeated on the Pakistan issue and even Rab
Nishtar a Moslem League leader of the first rank at the national
level was not returned Then the Congress policy of Quit
India had won but that cry no longer held the people together
and many who had onginally supported Congress were now look
mg ah]ead and wondering whether they would come under Hindu
contro

When hhan Sahib turned to the question of Pathamistan the
discussion became somewhat disjonted and explosive  Gandhy
has for some time been actively interested 1n this concept and
has lately been stressing 1ts virtues with renewed vigour If 1t were
to prevail it would create a new frontier nationalism cutting across
the Province s communal and political sohdarity with Pakistan
If you destroy the Pathan nation warned Khan Sahib ternible
things will happen

Mountbatten went on to ask why there was no coalition govern
ment i the North west Frontier Province Khan Sahib replhed
heatedly If Congress want a coalition I shall not remamn 1n
Mountbatten hastened to add I was ashing for information
only Qur people are very poor Khan Sahib continued The
Moslem Leaguc here represent only self interest and a very privil
eged class of Khans Caroe pomnted out There are some very
wealthy Congress supporters as well

Mountbatten inquired about the state of communal feehng in
the Province Caroe replied  The Moslermn masses are protecting
Hindus and Sikhs except of course m Hazarr The hearts and
mmds of the Moslems are sound Khan Sahib alleged that
Moslems had been allowed by officials to break the law  Caroe
replied firmly that he hnew of no single instance where officials
were not trying to do therr duty but they were always blamed

Following 2 discussion on consttutional procedure with com
plunts from the Governor of unjustifiable executthve pressure on
the part of the Prime Mimster and from the Prime Minster of
mnterference 1n the Government on the part of the Governor
Mountbatten intervened to say I am out here to do 2 1ob with
no axe to gnind I want to transfer power mn terms of the will of
the people  Ideally I would have 1 plebiscite here but there 1 no
time  He then discussed the implications of demission to the Pro
vinces parution generally and n rclation to the North west
Frontier Province and the solemn duty placed upon hm My
problem he added 1s whether to hold an election before we
go or whether law and order are sufficient for the Government
to hold on He suggested a joint commuttee of the two High .
Commands to advise on elections The Brtish he sard always
carrted the rap but he reiterated that his mandate was wiya

m
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ty Altogeth ¢ t was a ten and taut session  hch tested
Mo ntbatten  resou ces to the f I
No soon r as ths mecung 1th the Mnst s over than ‘e
ent red mto a se son 1h local Hondu epresentatives  They
xplained th t the r deputation  as more communal th n pol t &l
or anti Mo lem Leagu and th y made 1t clear that they were
n t concerned ath the f t of the M mstry but w th the I'fe nd
sccunty of nnocent Hind s nd Skhs Mountbattn I am
trying to gt t the facts D you supp rt the G errment?
e Hindus  “We are pepared to li ¢ at ce under any
Go emment  Mountbatten I am gl d of this sens bl att tude
1 am trying to act constitutronally Th re v er complamnts about
the Jack of polc h  ere str tched to the utmost, Four
Bgdeswr th dbtihr wre murders in Peshawar od
1 ch of any eff @ e pol ot n  Mountbatt n stres ed the
d nger of usung_ oldiers n pl cc of police The t o had differ
t funct ons Hle added that there w  at th's moment m re
troops m the N rth w st Tront ¢ Provinc than nywt re !
Inda and Caroe added th t m r us was b g made of them
thn t ytm inhstuentyfi e years expenence even
m 1930-31 M nth 1t d that he was out to get the 1 rget
It n d ndthe uncetamty but t wo Id hvet bea
s luton acceptabl t all
Iw otabl tostay on f rthe third meetng ths t me with
the Mosl m Leag € lead rs pe My rel ased from gaol I r the
occa o Among th delegat n w r the y ung and fanatcal
Pr fMnk Shrf nd Khin Abdul Quayyum Khan I under
stnd from 1 a Sctt that thy pok at great length and with
th utm t hmence Mountb tte has w) ly gven i truc
t nythatthey b Idall b lodged moncg 1 oth tthey @t
Tt g cqnt ¢ e ther 171 a0 r
At they houl allow d t go 1 ole { r @
s tat nru th Jion b g0 to Delbt 0 par
wa [ r some ttme hea ily engaged in draft ng and s cun &
opr atforPres nt ¢ gy gglhged ys mug bt vetng
3 nd was  ly bl to come natthe tal nd ofare
ceptong enbyD KhanShb latr nthee enpgthres ¥
adno rpaty at G emme t House attend d by all m mbers
of the G "eram nta dledng  la dmltary Meals Pa)"'-i
hs tr'but as of the g ctsat ths 1 t bout f Vicerer
%[l sce was Bngader St H s mudd1
Khan a famo  local Ind wnr nd pers n Ity lm t mor
Angloph ‘e than th Bt h Mustenng nﬁchus med 1s and dre sed
archac repmental unfm hemad b o showng od
zecalled past glones  1ic told me th t the first V ceroy he had
erved was Curzo a dthat hs first o gnment w s 3t a €1y
3 nfor offcer of th g a d outside the gre t ma s bed oo It
was pot an casy Job f r Curzon was such a 1 ght sleeper that
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the officers of the guard and the sentries had to put felt over
their boots to avoid disturbing him

GOVERNMENT HOUSE PESHAWAR AND RAWALPINDI
Tuesday 29th Apnl 1947

After an early breakfast we set off for a tour of the Khyber
and for the Jirga at Jamrud We passed the famous Islamua
College where a few years ago Ian Scott had been the Principal
On the way back we were regaled by crics of Pakistan Zindabad™
from a number of the students who were perhaps alive to the
mmportant role their college could play 1n the training of much
needed officials for the new State they were so fervently hailing.
We passed the fort where the Guru Han Singh 1s buried and were
told how on his death his body bad been propped up 1n Jamrud
for all to see We then came to the great Jamrud Fort hewn out
of the rocks—the garnison of the Khyber Rifles

All the way on our twelve mile journey the Ahassidars were
spaced out guarding both sides of the road from nearby hillocks
‘They were a tribal police force 1bout one thousand six hundred
strong who were encouraged to Leep order among their warlike
brothers through sharng in Government benefits The Afndis
have apparently squatted on the Pass ever since the days of
classical Greece  Their system of rule was described as bemng
one of heredity based on character which if 1t 1s accepted 1s as
stable a system as any Mr Lowis explatned that we were mov
mng up mto the heart of the Pathan kingdom which had two
cthnic boundaries—the Hindu hush and the Indus We reached
the top of the Pass at Charbagh and from there we looked out
mto Afghamistan Lady Mountbatten told me she first came 1o
the Khyber as a girl of nineteen and was very much of a proneer
in doing so Each detail of the rugged route had remamed vivid
1 her memory

We then turned back to Land: Kotal where Mountbatten met
the tnbal Jirga of Maliks (clders) representing the Afnidt Shin
wari Zakahe Maltkdin Sipah  Salman: and Kullaghon clans
The scene provided an extraordinary contrast with the bleak
austere grandeur of the Pass itself ILandi Rotal camp indeed
was qust ke a leafy Sussex wvillage 1n summer time The Jrga
aitself was a colourful assembly Many of the tribesmen squatting
n the shade of the trees looked very old and bemgn and 1t was
difficult to 1magine that they were some of the toughest warriors
m the world

Their spohesman one Khan Abdul Latf Khan who poke mn
Pushtu translated by Caroe put forward at some length and
with occasional supporting interjuctions from his fellow leaders,
the vanous demands  Several of these were of a local character
but on the wider front he pleaded that 1n the event of the Bnusiﬂx
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Government vacating Ind 2 the Khyber should be retumed to
them Moreo r h mad it clear that whlc they belong d to no

riicular party their sympathes were wth ther Mo lem

rethten  Indeed he indulged 1m a conud rable ant N hru and
antt Hindu diatr be  Nehru  ho ¢ act ally stoned when he
w1 ted th Fronter Jast year b d varned Mountbatten to expcc(
a hand p cked Jt ga bul T must say th t thy one eemed to be
genunely repr&

Mountbatten s mply dc:lt wth all the speafic po ats rased
advi ing that t was up to th m to n got te the r agr ements with
th sums or a thenty He dd d a charactenstic perso al po at

As 1 ct_you kno Fesad 1ama salor and had the
honour o ghung i a battt in the North Sea in compnny wih
HMS Afrids called after your t be beca of ts f mou wa
lke qualtes Althugh ¢h c¢hdto ﬁgh(you Mndsunho

tonoccasons w respect and Jkoc chother YorJig hs
areputat nfor dom ndforesght Forth litsxteny rs
yuh ebha d+dstucktoy ragreerent Inthsernal
tm \xhcn povner 3 to be hand d o er do not lose that
reputal

As tok ns of good will Kh  Abd ! Latif }\han then pre ented
th Viceroy w th  number of g fts snclud 5 crucE Path n
dagger a t‘hagpal and a nile of splend d craft man Wp made

. 3 mewhere in th Khyber n es  Alter a hort break for ¢ ff ¢
which only h Iped to he th hom from hom fectng we
again st off m ur ngle fxle of cars down the hll back t
Pcsh:m r

retun a eccond b t sm tler Jirgg this tm of Waz e
and l\lah ud tnbesmen w - watng us mn the prounds of Go
ernment House They t o w re very out poken 1 th r att
tdet a Hndu ng\ M untbatten assured them 1 ha ¢ taken
note of what you ha  sad about T kitan and I h ve taken
action  bout the relesse of pr oner fr m g oly  Arma geme ty
are beng made among th mse! 3 as t when they will come
out Th sooner the present tns  can be rele d the
for afl ¢ ncern d c ¢ { tlowed sh rt t 1ks with Hi du and
5 xh mnoaty del gat o wh not unnat iy spoke w th much
mo ¢ moderat of

Tmm dat fy arm 18 :h “e Ic{l by air for Rawalpind arn
wng ther an ha  1ter We h d hardly touched d wn  nd set
f tn Comm nd House beforc the G cmo SrEvnlJe kin
whsk d us off to Kah ta  cene of some recent ¢ ere omm ot
noing Duty nd th prched throats after a t enty [ e
m! card © weasr ed to fnd tht the ha oc ) th amall
town was ery great Pckng  ur way through the ruhble we
co 1d sec that the d 2 1t n was ay thorouph as any prod ced
by fi ¢ bomb ruds n the ar Ths parucnl ¢ comm 7y
i ol ed the destr cuon  { Skhy and the 1 livel hood by Movlems
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who were proving difficult to track down The Moslems i the
area seemed to be quite pleased with themselves and to be un
able to appteciate that the local Sihh trade s were one of the
prncipal sources of thewrr own prospenty Economically the ruin
which the two communities mnflict upon each other 1s complete
and homifying both 1 1its immedsate and long term implications

After a thorough tour—and on such occasions no detail escapes
their eagle eyes—the Mountbattens sat at a small table and Iisten
ed to various local leaders and representatives explaymng the situ
ation and putting forward therr gnevances One Dewan Pk
Das Sabharwal regaled us with a highly coloured address some
five pages i length which was not on the agenda Jenhins was
not unnaturally annoyed as the remarks were full of gross ac
cusations agamnst himself as Governor and gave vanous strange
statistics 1ncluding a reference to three thousand one hundred
and ninety nine forcible conversions

On our return to Rawalpindi I met some Indian and Brnitish
Press friends at the local hotel and went into some of the diffi
culties they are having in filng stories from here I got back
only just 1n time for the dinner at Command House wherc 1 sat
next to Colone! Stll an ntelligent man who engaged me 1n an
nteresting talk on Parhamentary democracy and the need for the

cunming good man to run 1t  He gave a definttion of barbarism
as an absence of values to which appeal can be made Pro-
paganda was thus to be seen as a concession to if not an actual
by product of barbarism

VICEROY § HOUSE, NCW DCLHl Wednesday 30th April 1937

Our party split up—Mountbatten returning direct to Delhy and
Lady Mountbatten carrying on with her tour of the riot areas
1 found myself busily engaged with correspondents who were anx
10us to receive background guwidance on the result of the visit.
It was necessary to tread wanly The full force of Congress and
Moslem League interest was temporarly focused on the Pro
vince and the air was full of speculation

My first job was to deal firmly with Altaf Hussamn the Edutor
of Dawn who published a shochingly inaccurate story from his
Peshawar correspondent under the following banner headlines
Mountbatten Confers with Frontier Leaders—Mankr and Quay
yum Refuse to be Released on Parole—Huge Demonstrition by
Pathan Men and Women—Viceroy Flying to Jamrud  In so
far 1s Mountbatten had spent over two hours with Manl: and
Quayyum who had both been the chief spokesmen of the Mos
lem delegation s first reaction was to mahe 1 personal protest
to Jinnah but 1 dissuaded um from doing this on Hussain
assurance that the story would be corrected to morrow  This
ticular correspondent s imaginative powers reach their

e, ¥
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the nrmnu to the Viceroys fight to Jamrud \ here there s
no

Cle rl{ there <¢ef tangible results to report but n brng
g the 1 Moslem leaders nto ¢ uch wth I ah and there
by the wder conte t of ent Mo nthalte ceta nl{l h Iped
to take the dpe off the immed te enss The onlv c¢h nce of
caling off the a1l d obed nce camphgn rests vath Jansh
hmsell The Front rleaders re ild mn sho of left to ther
own devces h ve nethe the v Il nor esource to achie ¢ a
reasonable s ttlem nt The whol vst b s brought home to v
the need f ¢ chie ng the wder gr eme t on Indias fut re as
ﬁmcUy as possble 1f we do nt thre will be & ompl t
sntegrat 0§ whtfemms (1w and rd  both i the
Frontet nd the P npb not t speak f 1 th r n rthem
Prvinces It 1s cest ly a gret d pcns.'sl nthts thad
central Ind  h uld be s man g s

Doon Campbell [ Re ter  telephon d l m dn ght to tell me
ftoverystrogly w rddsttem ts ut ptoutbyJ h
nd Dr Rkndrm P sad Jn b h sud wason effect ! unch
g hs redentit campag g ta tru cated or m tlat d
m th-eaten Pk tan nddm dnga ntonihme ofm
amb tous d mens ons o fact of all P nce  ncluded 1 Groups
BadC fth Cabnet M n Plan reg rdles of the ¢ com
m n 1 majnt O Snd the P nab North est Frontier
Pro nce B! hsta Bongl nd Assam) Prasds tatem nt
t secems draws att nt ot the hst ¢ Moslem League resol
uon tLkah r n 1940 whch | unched the ¢ neept of P st n
but wh hspoke [ « compr ngn¢a wher Mostms  ere
nm cily nthe mjorty 1 th thrd se2 n of u\e Con
st nt As embly \\hc pc ed ealer thy seek Prosad
tga tsne Pednt hd ledy prpored th mn or
members f r the partt nof 1 d bt nsap t of the proce ¢
forthed 1+ nof om of the sa

Pra d 1 cpe of the most nﬂu tal rth Conges hgh
command and hva bee h Hdng th Ley M1 ustry of Tcod and
Agricult re m the Inte m C er ment Whe 1T hdteas th
hwm at h's home the ther day I wa impre ed by hs serenty
and undoubted d pth of mind a d st npth of character He s
cient lly modrat and cnal t  a mas of the people
whose good reputation b 1tile to do  th the dem pog ¢ arty
but s the outcome of long nd loyal service to th NatnIst
capse He wllund ubtdiyh eal y 1ol to pl y in the net
regm  whethr o ntdord WddInda

He was in { et to become the fir t Pr d nt of th Indan
R publc following the adopt n of the Indan Conttt nn
¥ vary 199
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VICEROY S HOUSE NEW DELH1 Thursday Ist May 1947

1 was present at the lunch party to day and sat next to Mr
Bardolor Prime Minister of Assam quiet spoken and unassum
g as are so many of the front rank Congressmen

At to-days Staff Meeting we had a further discussion on the
problem of the retention of India withn the Commonwealth
We have received 2 reminder from London that mn any considera
tion of the granting of Domimion Status the Indian States are
not at present Brtish terrtory at all and could bhardly be m
corporated as part of the British Commonwealth

As far as Bntish India was concerned Mountbatten came
down heavily aganst the concept of allowing only a part to
remam m with the consequent nisk of Britain beng mvolved
mn the support of one Indian sovereign State agaimnst another
He personally favoured the formula that only British India as
a whole should be permitted to remain in the Commonwealth
In the meanwhile a completely non commuttal attitude on the
question should be maintamned ~ Ismays personal view however
was that 1t would be wirtually impossible both on moral and
materjal grounds to eject from the Commonwealth any part of
India that asks to remamn 1 If Palistan were mnvolved rela
tions with the entire Moslem bloc extending from the Middle
East had to be considered British backing if not of the whole
then of a part of India might be the one way to avoid a cvil
war Jan Scott subscribed to Ismays argument

George Abell while agreeing that the Brtish would have a
continuing moral responubility felt that the worst way of fulfill
ing this might be the umlateral support of Pakistan I said that
I agreced with George and felt that support by Great Britamn
of onc part of India only would result in the sub-continent be-
coming the centre of international tension and intngue Miewille
raised the important question whether under the Statute of West
munster all members of the Brtish Commonwealth would have
to be consulted about the nclusion or ejection of the whole or
parts of India He added that V P Menon Reforms Comms
sioner a1nd as such an ex offictco member of s Staff had advis
ed hum that Patel might be ready to accept an offer of Domunion
Status for the time being

We arc turning our attention to the Bengal situation and Sir
Frudenich Burrows who was unable to be present for the Gov
ermors Conference owing to illness arnved yesterday for a
twenty four hour wisit  Mountbatten has enjoyed mecting him
agamn and found hum congenial company Burrows made tis
reputation 1s a member of the Soulbury Commission which duly
recommended Domimon Status for Ceylon and was taking
evidence 1n Colombo a few months after Mountbatten had

i
R ¥

-
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lished hs SEAC. Headquarters it K ndy  He certanly m-
vides an int r ¢ g contrast to mo t of hs pred cess rs at
eroment Hou  Calcutta For h 18 ry pr ud of lus years ol
service a_a ralwayman d n one ocea on 3 sud to have
startled Calcutta soc ety by decl nng that the mawn d fTerence
betw en himself a d prevous Govern rs of ﬂeng:\l as that
whle they wne accustomed to huntn_ and sh o he was
accustomed to shunin d h tn ! He del ghl d n exchang
g mltary memor s wth M ntbatten strictly as between ser
geant major & ¢ Adm ral

VICEROY'S MOUSE NEW DELMY [ day 2 d Af y 1947

T have put out th ann ncement that the Mountbattens mll be
leav ng for a hort vst to Smla  Mountbatten nx
make it ¢! rthtno interupt n { b ness s nvol ed and
th tatement e‘pl:lm th t he h s now comet the nd {p
Jm ary met + th represent t Ind n Jead 53 and w i
b lea ng fter lhe weekly C bnet meetng on th 6th rtm
mg ntmetop d er the next o

I ha i relcascd an_ cco nt of L-«dy Mountbattens ad

venturous thre day d nng whch sl o d early one
th sadfeh ndred ml bypln bn dcs :cm derbl
(anccs by caradonf t Sh= eft Lah th morn
e Voo ysl}.\k 1 ngoerMolun th st
hce on her long 't erary y st befoe 830 Sh vas ble to
f th ewasad ttm ¢ nare of abo t tre ty
rad 3 d hll as  ery poor Th ln uclcd
lc(tad ght ary ght ¢ wn t t d e
feet but (a ted m ght lhe a reld Muncl \Vmson kd \h
utm t dculty nnd ang her to el off th car h & d she

1y greedtodo o ftr h hdsenta mcsmgc( the Mo !t
Commss ¢ xpesng her regrets and her resol ¢ 1o et m
tth ¢ fest pos bl dt

I set off to-n ght by the Delhv Mal f r a qu et long  cch-end
with my famly at M h'b 1 of the my
Necregtparty tn Smt oen T e dJy

Infct twa on lhe d jcc { Lord Mo nib tten aft 1 he
h d called a meet th Ther Excell e the Go ern nd
Comm  der Che! Ceylon m My 194 that a Comss n
was ent out




CHAPTER SEVEN

CRISIS AT SIMLA

‘THE RETREAT MASHOBRA SIMLA Monday 5th May 1947
For THE PAST forty eight hours I bave been able to relax and
from our mountain’ aerie drink 1n the splendour and sohtude of
the Himalayan landsca: For days on end musts and cloud
act like a vast backcloth allowing one a wvista of no more than
the valley below and the neighbouring peak of Shali a mere twelve
thousand feet high and snowless in the spring Then suddenly
the curtain nises and stretching before one 1n an uninterrupted
arc of over ninety degrees 1s the eternal snowlmne range after
range sixteen thousand feet and more No doubt there are many
other vistas of the mam Himalayan range as mmpressive as this
for the roof of the world covers over two hundred and fifty
thousand square mules and includes at least forty peaks of over
twenty four thousand feet But the splendid and awesome vision
from Simla serves as a symbol of this immensity

During my brief respite here in Mashobra the pace of political
cvents 1 Dellm quickened Ismay and George Abell left for
London on the 2nd May taking with them the draft Plan for
the British Government s* consideration

On Saturday there was the first major Indian Press attack
upon Mountbatten sigmficantly enough from the Hindustan
Times to which some weight has always to be given 1n so far
as 1t 15 edited by the Mahatma s son Devadas Gandhn and owned
by his wealthiest supporter G D Birla At any given tume it
1s the mouthpiece of Nehru or Patel or of the Mahatma himself

The article began by saying For the first tme since Lord
Mountbatten assumed the Viceroyalty the feeling that he may not
be playing fair has come among Congressmen and Sikh leaders
There then followed revelations of the Viceroys main conclu
sions which were sufficiently accurate as to indicate inside knowl
edge and some no less well informed but somewhat threatening
Congress reactions  These ncluded a demand for special terms
for the Sikhs in the Punjab  There was also an ominous un
\illingness to concede a fresh election on the Frontier  The
Congress Working Commuttee  according to the wrnter  has
made the Frontier question & test case It hys made cler 1n
the Viceroy that any proposal to dismiss the Fronter M P
and hold fresh clections will make the Congress change {
atutude towards the Bntish Government

Fate ™%

¥
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I understand that yesterday Mountbatten had two imp rtant
t rvews  th Gandhi and Jinnah the net effect of which made
Mountbatten “ond 1 whether Ism ys depart re had not be
premature By e kof chneethemtrvew o erl:nppcd and
Fiervath ten.bad the pot ¢ cal 1as ht and soc a1 Frees "vo-bry 8
lh o leaders together for their first meeting n |hr:e y ars
nce the formaltes € gre ting were o er the encounter
b (Hed M untbatten cale 1t ns F  Ca dhiand Jinnah with
their chars far apart r q te nable to lher occs
s flcently s th t they seemed to bc lketv oldc
ged " n longd stance dumb ha Although Moumbaucn
strar dhsers m hofth con ersaton escaped hm H
¢ r his pnm ry purpose wi ampl he d f they geedto
ha e af il dscusson th exch other at J onahs house
BfreleatgfrSmla Muntbatt n h _been g therng n
th v_ws of the Governors f the Punab Beng 1 and No th
est Tr nter Pron the desirabiity o othn of 1
{ ndaforth r Po nces. Bnefty C roe nf ourfrth
North we t Fr ntier Pr ince B rrows n n-comm ttal for Ben
g1 lh ugh on bal ce gunst and Je k stook n stem ly
gloomy vi w of the 1t aun cat gd bt pon ts ceeptablty
thrtolan horth Skhs Mountb tten howe er h Id frmly
A to the view th t i the fa t nalys § hwold ¢q “sce and
" th t th nly way the S khs co 1d improve their position was
7 throu h negoti t n

“TIE RETREAT  MASHORRA S1 (LA, T ed v 6th May 947
In h nd G ndhr m t for thr  hours t Jnn h me in
A ?x]wlgreh Road An greed statem t w s l s ed wh ch read
as
Vo d cused tuo matters On was the queton of d

f1dymto Pak ¢ d Hindustan a2 d Mr G dh does
not accept the prinaple of d 1 H thnk that d 1ssen s
not table whre nmyopnonntonly s Pakista n

e thle bt th nly pracucal st n f Inda pol tical

P oh! m
The seco d matt r wheh we dscused as th fetter h h
we both hy e sgned ) intly ppealng toth pe ple to mantan
ce weh b th como 1o the concl won that we must do our
t  orreypect sphe t scethtthat ppel formis
carred out  d we w Il make every eff ntf r ths p rpose
Alth ugh the mecting in ¢ if wa clearly bort ¢ the t 1 neo
of t cteal ad antag —a  the smoothly word 4 text lug[:esls‘-
u daubudly les ulh Jn b ocemoenil ha been dn en
o th coffin of the Cibinet M ton Plan The u evol ed
q qx ons st how { r G ndhi can or will res st the tidal flow
of events towards pariit on
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THE RETREAT MASHOBRA SIMLA Wednesday 7th May 1947

My brief respite came to an end to-day when I was summoned
to Viceregal Lodge Mountbatten has brought up with him
V P Menon who was closely mvolved in all the 1945 Simla
and the 1946 Cabinet Mission Plan negotiations Although he
has suffered a period of eclipse he 15 sull the trusted confidant
of Vallabhbhay Patel

arnval I was plunged into two successive Staff Meetings

the first without Mountbatten and the second with im At both
wo considered fully the desirabibity of an altermative plan based
on the assumption which V. P 'held was more than posstble
that hinnah would not accept the Plan in the draft announce
ment  Mountbatten said he had always borne 1n mind the possi
bilty of rejection by Jinnah and in” all the nterviews he had
had both with lim and Liaquat he had watched carefully for
any sign pomnting to such an intention but none had been given
Every test he had apphed led him to the belief that they intended
10 accept and he could see only two possible supposiions for
Jinnah not_dong so—the first st his réal aim was to keep the
Bntish 1n India and by prolonging the bargaimng to mahke 1t
more difficult for the British to leave in the hope of obtamning
thereby a more favourable award the second if he had reached
the conclusion that Pakistan was not practicable

But he seriously doubted whether either of these considera
tions was 1n Jinnah s mind _None the less he agreed with V P s
thests on the adwisability of having available a clear alternative
m his dealings with Jinnah  The second lime plan would 1nvolve
demission of power under the present constituion It would
not in the last resort require the agreement of the Indian leaders
Provincial subjects would be demutted to existing Provincial Gov
emments and Central subjects to the existing Central Govern
ment but 1t would put the Moslems under the Hindu majority

A telegram has been drafted for dispatch to I ondon givng
them the bachground and asking for approval 1o hold such a
plan i rescrve  We also went further intg the possibilities of
retainmg India in the Commonwealth and v p confirmed both
Patels and Nehrus positive approach to the subject and the
need for dropping the terms  Rang Emperor ang  Empire 10
which so many Indians objected VP “was finaify aifed to pre
pare a paper scting out clearly the procedure yhereby a form
of Dominion Status could be granted to Tpg, under the alter
native Plans of Partition and Demission

“THE RETREAT  MASHOBRA SIMLA, Tjypeq o 197
At to day s meeting 1 problem of some mogenfl{:l}‘tm’nﬂ oar
relations with the Indian and World Pregs orment e s

Ever since our arnval the Toreign copp, Ve
eSpondents h3 1 ™

seeking an off the record nterview” eithep with M
¥

d
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wth Ismay on hus b half The poltcal ng t tons ha e been
50 1nte ve th t st h s been n ce <ary to protect Mountbatt %
from any comm tments other th o tho ¢ d rectly conc med with
the f rmulaton of the Pin it If and now Ismay 1s a ay for
at feast another fortn ght  On top of this the K duistan T mes
article last we k only confirms that the | ad ng Dethy editors
and their orrespond nts know far m re th n would be a
abl 1o them through normal channel  The clamowr for some
ort of ceess to the Vceroy f r background guidance 18 more
nsistent than e £

My feelngas that whie an 1 tem e with M tbtten hin
elf r mams ut of the quest o at ths tme and  ould yval &
dtenm aton aganst the Indan Pres  t would be wise and
ﬁ“ table 1f Mevile wer tostand: f rIsmiy [ m conving

thtth flect of s ch contact will be to d mp d 1 specw

Jatt 1 part cularly i the edt ral offices of London and N v
Y rk, dunng the entcal ten-day b tus between n and
Mo ntbatten's propo od presentation  { the P! n to the Leaders
Whether 3t yea or nay t the Fore gn ¢ rrespondent re
qest twillmethe caset of eacaleul tdrsk. Nodear oh
was t ken to-day Mot of the taff wo Id I think 1 ke Mount
battent to say no o t of hand but whle he 1 1 phtly adamant
that he personally ho 1d not take ny part b hares my vi s
that Mies lle should fill the bre ¢h

“TIIE RCTRCAT  MASIOPRA, SIMLA Fridav 9th May 1947

The Dommon Stat s quest n  as d cuss d at great length
ths momng Mountbatien b g n by say ng b thought it most
des rable that of Dom: o Sttus w s to be grant d 1o 1 da
before June 1948 the gr nt should i fact take pl ce during 1947
He ent ofar € say that he w uld [ket ec Dmn
Status by Fiat December [947—-g1 g $ hus reason the startlng
1y apt prec dent _{ a plenary se s n of the Queb ¢ Confer nce

nogth ar Themet gh dbee askedt appro ¢ drec
t ethat arwith Japanmutbe dd by 1938 Toth Prs
dent Roose ¢lt h d ad he w uld neve " pree  H pkony inte
v ned  Well make it 31t December 1947 —President Roose
velt  Agreed

Nehruand Fr hn Men  ha earr ed andmu h w1l d pend

s ancet ny sp g fihe Army fealy D masm St tus
i accepted  Mevife wa o ] ed to'th k thit th rc would be
more ad ant ¢ t Indath t the C mm nweahh from Jnda
femant g1 but Mo b ten cnnd ed that the v lue to the
Unted N pdom both n werms f w 1d petge and mrategy
wo 'd be enomm u for fad3 a8 whole the mmense asset of
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<onstitutional continusty He appreciated the many admimstra
tive difficulties particularly those facing Palistan but these were
inherent 1n the situation anyhow  What are we domng? he ask
ed  Admumstratively 1t 1s the difference between putung up a
permanent building a mssen hut or a tent  As far as Pakistan
15 concerned we are ﬁuttmg up a tent. We can do no more

He told us that 1n the rush of business yesterday he had mussed
his thurty fourth annsversary of joming the Navy as a twelie
years-old cadet

This afternoon there was a bnef respite from the intensive
discussions The Mountbattens brought Nehru out to tea at
The Retreat  But for the mountamns surrounding us 1t mght
have been a typical Enghish garden tea party To begin with
there was a certain tension which suffed small t2ik Fay situng
next to Nehru managed to elieit from him his views on the
sugar shortage (they had actually brought their own sugar with
them) and his antipathy to Simla This charactenistically was
derived from his aversion to the spectacle of the rickshaw coohies
whose labours he thought were an affront to human dignity

Mountbatten ashed Nehru 1f his responsibibities as Minuster
for External Affaurs covered communications with Burma and
if so what had become of the great road and aufield projects
which had been bmit during luis SE A C days at immense cost
There had been clamour for years for a land hnk with Burma
—were these bemng kept up? Nehru showed some nterest but
felt that the cost of maintenance would be very heavy

After tea Nehru said he would like to see our children Mount
batten introduced our son heith as his godchild exclaiming
He stands up so straight he will fall over backwards' =~ We then
went on a grand tour of the house and Viceregal orchards

The Mountbattens fell in love with the place and are quite
determuined to come back again  During our walk up and down
the orchard terraces Nehru was very agile and confessed to a
hking for hill-<cimbmg He gave us a demonstration of a new
fechmique by walling uphill backwards This he smd made
breathing easier at high alutudes and rested the calf muscles

“THL RCTREAT MASHOBRA SIMLA Saturday 10th May 1947
At our Staff Meeting to day Mountbatten reported on = break
fast conversation he had had with Rnshna while V' P spoke
of contact he had made with Patel The impression grows that
the Domunion Status formula inecreastngly appeals to both the
Congress leaders Krishna Menon takes eredut as the first to
have supgested an early transfer of power to Indin on this basis
He thinks Nchru 1s attracted to the concept if only because it may
give Mountbatien opportunity to bnng his influence to bear op—e—s
the more recalatrant Princes Vo P osuspects that likely
i completing the Indian consutution may also cncourage i’

r———
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to look tov a ds Drom n on Status ae an interim device to fill up
the ume  The man d ficulty on the Co gress side scems to be
the f r of the left w1 g explot g D mumon Statw as a el
out (o Br(aln

T 1 put out the momentous comm nque ann  nong
that Ihe Viceroy had invited the fi ¢ Leade s to meet hm at
1036 am and th I dan States Rpreentt ¢ m th afte
n n, next Satu day I7th M y th p pose beng to pre nt to
them the Plan whch M3 Majestys Go emment h s noy made
for the transf r of pover to Ind an hands

At stc o Jock this € enng  fter a p elminary sun through
with Mountbatt 0 M ille met the Fore gn correspond nts for
the longlelayed background talk hsownh s He bmughx
out th mportant pomnt 1y :H—(he need £ 1 a quck lpo
cal sol ton b ta d mocrat als b n a matter [ g
magn tede the nus of choce m\xs\ fall pon the Jn:up( thm

1~ orther elected present ti ¢ ho  the Leaders v e e be
ng brought st p by step t ards g cement Ths was d plo-
macyb desuss nadntbydir:

gn( t from E ¢ Bitter b s stayng wth us th t the

talk hshd eystc dyng efl @ nd n p rucular proy ded
enl ghlenm:m fo the At csn Pes

“IIE RFTREAT'  MASHOERA, SI LA Sind y Mid My 1947

Mountb tten has hd a shtt ngdy He rang me p 1t

Mashobm jstbf rc ¢ were d to entert in adparty of Pre s
e$pO m tof wh m had be n &t ye t rday s talk wth

M e atle to tefl me qu t this—th t t would be ncczs ¥t post
pone the meet ng wth the Le 4 7s ann_uned | ¢t n ght in our
€ mmumque as du to take pl ce n I17th May \Would I pre
mar  eco d commun q 3 s certa nly the stfle t req estin
poltcal Pubil ¢ Rcl tons Th ee¢  rec ved and hav ng done
my best t onceal my 16t dmental t gmo! f m our tema
Enny 1 arr ed at Vice ega Lod,, at 650 m the ey ning fo

d’'de pcadency nott 2l

It seem th ot lat nght M umbaucn 51 e N hry th ¢h nee
of re ding the draft Plan as rev ed and approved by London
and that N hra b ngr d i has chemently turned t d wn
e | convneed tht tin of es a may r depart re i prineip e
trmth orgn ! draft pr:g:ud by M ntbttnadhs wf
which Ismay and Georze Abell t ok back with lhem 10 Londen
atthebegt goithem nh

Mhm \nx satyfed that both n the Cab n:( Mis on Plan

wh tpa s 1 stees st ) pot dead and in the
Mounlbaum dr fth cncept fInda  acont g entty
had been preserved ln the d n draft h w ver lhe bnk
dawn seem to hm t am unt i Jtle les than ¢ nn
Rafkansaten M le:lly wants tto b fully esubluh d l!:sl
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India and the Constituent Assembly are the successors to and
P.Listan and the Moslem League the seceders from British India
Many of the detaled objections he raises are tmvial and could
m themselves be easily disposed of He will have nothing to
do for mstance with the proposed procedure for Baluchistan
This 15 no doubt an over estmate but the changes have aroused
it um all the old suspicions of London as the home of an alien
Ll Service whose hearts are hard and understanding strctly
limited when 1t comes to handbng India to day
The one immediate result of his attitude 15 to make 1t peces
sary for Mountbatten and his staff depleted by the absence of
Ismay and Abell to push ahead at once with a second revised
draft at the highest speed for transmssion to Ismay who by the
time Mountbaitens telegrams warnmg him of this 1olte face
reach hum will be a somewhat confused and frustrated Viceregal
envoy
Having scratched my head over the second commumque I
went up with Miewille to see Mountbatten 1n his study to discuss
the publicity duficulties and dangers before us His hair was
somewhat dishevelled but he was still marvellously resilient He
told us that only a hunch on us part had saved hum from dis
aster Without that hunch Dickie Mountbatten he said
would have been fimshed and could have packed his bag  We
would have looked complete fools with the Government at home
having led them up the garden to believe that Nchru would
accept the Plan  He said that most of his staff wath natural
caution had been against his running over the Plan with Nehru
but by followng his hunch rather than their advice he had pro
bably saved the day
1 Stressed that 1t was out of the question for us to put out any
postponement announcement without ensuring full clearance and
consistency with London  After some urgent exchanges it was
agreed that the announcement should read as follows — Owing
10 the imminence of the Parhamentary recess i London 1t has
been found necessary to postpone HE the Viceroys meeting
x«nh the Indian Leaders announced to begin on Saturday 17th
11y until Monday Znd June
The wording of ){hls communique coming so closely upon our
Press party and wathin twenty four hours of our firm announce-
ment to the world of the carlier date has caused me more anxiety
than any Press statement I hawve sssued the past or am likely
to 1ssue 1 the future I have wisions of the whole structure of
confidence and good will we have so carefully bt up falling to
the ground and an unnivalled feast being providud for the hungry
Press speculators
The weakness of our position 1s that at a moment of
we have told the truth bit it 18 not the whole truth and
but the truth  No one 1 Delhe 1s Likely to belierve
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was the source of the postponement and if they do th t s it elf

11 only help to  oke old suspicons E eryo e kno s that
Nehru h s been stays g wth the Vocroy and from the stretly
Publ ¢ Relations point of i I belev 't o Id have been pre
ferable to b se th po tponement on the g unds of draftng
detal Ho e r thre vas certanly no time to argue o t th
publiaty refinem nts of the d I mma w are n  The essence of
1he matter 13 that we ha ¢ put out with the utm st speed a firm
d o on no less fimly postponed nd ha e secured Londons
pproval for t  Textual adomment mn olvng d lay are un
cceptable

“THE RETREAT MASHODRA, S1MLa AMond y I} May IN7

Mountb tten wh ha now h d a hanco t sle p on yester
daysd vel pme ts  dth taltho gh h se ms to have be n able
to” tabl h ovnnt gnty wthth Ind n Leaders undoubt dly
a ph bia pers ts ag nst goy document or proposal s ung fr m
lond n Clalyanyredrifts Ilh tobem de by hiso 1
staffin Ind  Heh decddthat nere s nmutbh tot ke
aw y any opton f r nd pend ne e ther for Be gal or for any
other Prov nce  He felt that ¢ i lway be pos blet 1
consder this d 1 on fthe w tony im a2 quetfrm
both part s f  Pr ¢ I ind pendence” Nehru has hs o 1
plansmlrt our proposing ancarlydemy  nof pow rt tie
Interm G erom nt Domnpo Sttu bsy

After the meet g ¥ y and I wer guets ta mall famly
lunch party wh h t ok place under cedar tree n th garden
krishna Men n who ha stay d n to patch uf me of th
rents sn th Pl n caused by N hru t was there Mot of
our dscuss n 2 t ken p wth the Ind an Boy Scout mov
me t n which hr hn s ainteretd Hore gain poltcs and
iotngue  eemn to dom nate the cen  After I n h M untdatt n
held forth 0 th trateg ¢ problem f cing Indz  hether united
rpartt ned 1t: at estagt not ht revelaton ch
dscu on gre to the Congre | d whose h Te Ives have
h therto centred round purely poltcal co iderat ns

CHAPTIR FIGHT

THE PFLAN REDRAFTED

VICPROY'S JtOLSE NEW D L2 Th sdy ISth My 1947
MOUNTRATTEN MAS HAD  court us but firm ™ mmo 1o return
to London { r cons ltaton At first he reacted strongly xgan t
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the proposal saying that there was nothing for him to go home
for but the alternative proposal from the Prime Munster that a
member or members of the Cabinet should come out was even
mote unacceptable to him

VICEROY'S HQUSE NCW DELHI Thursday 22nd May 1947

Nechru and Patel have asked Mountbatten to add hnpalan
Congress President to the invitation hst for the Leaders meeting
Thoy feel that us presence would help them in carrymng Con
gress as aganst purely ministerial opimon  Moreoser they pomnt
out that krnpalanis status as President 1s the same as Jinnahs
vis a vis the Moslem League Mountbatten has decided to write
and say that while he recognises Knpalamis mmportance he can
not agree to having him at the meetng itself but would be
ready to see hum privately esther just before or just after it This
15 2 typical teasing problem which 1s deceptively trnivial at first
sight but which can so easly develop into a major cnsis  If
Knpalant 15 not asked Congress nurse the sense of grievance
that they have had to make yet one more captulation to Jinnah
If he 15 asked Jinnah 1s duly offended

V P has drafted very brief but cogent Heads of Agreement
There are eight 1n all Tt 1s a bofd cffort to get round the dufi
culty of the Leaders refusing to take the full burden of unpopu
lar decistons and mding behind their mabihity to decide on behalf
of their respective Party machines The Heads of Agreement
press for early Dominion Status as an intenm arrangement based
upon the Government of India Act of 1935 with modifications
and envisaging one or two sosvereign States  If one only power
should be transferred to the exsting central Government. The
sixth Head asserts that the Governor General should be com
mon to both the States  Finally 1t attempts to cover the problem
of dividing the Armed Forces It proposes that units should
be allocated according to the termitorial basis of recrustment and
placed under the control of the respective Governments It makes
a special provision for the distnibution of mixed units

Mountbatten has fuled 1n hus efforts to get Jinnah and Liaquat
to sign the document or cven a letter apgreeing to 1t According
to hun they appecared absolutely to accept 11s gencral pnnciples
but were not willing to state their agreement in wniting V P
satd that Patels and Nehrus man concern was that Jinnah
should accept the Plan in such a w1y as to make it clear that
1t really was his last terrtonial demand and not just an interim
arrangement  He felt at would sausfy Congress if Jinnah made
1t clear that he himself accepted the announcement and would
use his pood offices to put 1t into effect

Mountbatten sard that he had cautiously tested Jinnahs re
action to the threat farhing agreement of demitting power to the
Intetim Government on a Domimon Status basts  Jinnah hagf

i S
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apparently been very calm and h d said s mply that he could
not stop such a step in any ¢ ent In some r spects this may
well t rn out to be th mo t del cate and decs e moment for
Mo th tens and Jnnah diplom ¢y Mountb tten felt that
Jinn ha react on was both abn rmal and dsturbng Rt va cer
tamnly shrewd The b llo & 1 has go e up and come down
ag n provid ng only th ¢ 1d nce that Jinnzh has a very steady
ner ¢ Mo ntbatten feels that Jan h s ell +are of his rcu
ency as  martyr butchered by the Brt sh on the Congress altar

VICIROY § HOUSC NEW Drinr S day I8k May 1947

The Mountb tt n left Pal mths morn gat830f r Lond n

g party w3 1 lhe arf Id 10 sce thm off nc! dng

Colv e ho 2 enor ermno temporary _ cting 'V ceroy

f r the fourth tme Moumb tten 1s taky g V' P 2 d Vernon
b ck with him

VICLROY'S HOUSE, NCw DELM Tlusd y 2 d My,

Nhianah h s d pped a caref lly tmed nd placed b mﬁshcll
¥ dema ds an eghth dedmle C rrdor to Ink West and
East P k tan  The techn g f leasngstseerm toh ¢ b et
ccp cd (rom Smlm Doon Campbell of Reuters to vh m lhe

m tht U wsin nswer to a quest n

mue \ hch he h d lodged wth 1 ah some d ys p ¢ rously
a mores p sed than he to find hm elf with s chn
Fscooponh h d Ina lelcgr m to Lrskn Crum in Lond n

Irepotd Jnnh w w n t verbal but wrtt n out

Ass n R ters re!ns:d th try Jnnahs secretary specially
rang p For .n ¢ ndent dmwmg their atte ton to t
Correspa dents  formed m  pn_ately that Jinnah offered this

mterve: to se ¢ 1 of them They cons dered he was det ¢
mn d to m ke the stateme t amyh w and merely used Reut rs
reqestay pegt h gt n Reuters was of cour e a wel
che trume t f ] ht xrt the matm m pres
on London at th crtcal tag n the Veeroys d |berat ons
wththe G rmment { rth ughthe exclu cus of thsso ree
r& w1 ens g hmelf th geatest po ble ¢ erage i the
Tt

1 pne o! alot {in pred peculat on to the cont ary by the
lpndon co r pondent the Ind 1 papers M u thatt ns n go-

p occe sm thly H' pesence in Lond n ha

a!rcad done mu h to rest ¢ the fidence of the C bn t and
offal ardg ench cet therproceed g8 H has almdy
had saluabl meet g1 wththe Opposton! der w

uppert th tming of the  hol operaton b sed it ro
the ¢ ¢k pastge f the l dmd:ﬂce Bt thro gh P rloment
“ould be frustrated 1 zl" d leate stet Moun
batten s Tncml a th my und g d: ce were noeded (o secu e
their co-operat nond to set th legst mate doubts at rest
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Mr Attlec who throughout has assurned full personal controt
of the Governments India policy and any action ansing from
1t has successfully injected a sense of the utmost urgency into
tus colleagues The strain falls particularly on the Lord Chan
cellors and India Offices To meet Mountbattens vital timmng
problem the Lord Chancellor promised to have the necessary
Bill ready for presentation to the House by the first week 11
July which will nvolve surely the fastest draftng of a major
Pathamentary Bill 1n our history Indeed its scope 1s without
parallel or precedent 1n the proceedings of any Parhamentany
Government There was of course considerable concern on the
defence aspect of Partition but otherwise I may was able to send
us optumstic and encouraging news Dommon Status as elabo
rated by Mountbatten and V P Menon had been warmly wel
comed and only a few editonal amendments and clanfications
were required \

VICEROY § HOUSE NEW DELH1 Monday 26th May 1947
Jinnahs Corndor demand has produced delayed but none
the less defimte reaction The flames of controversy are being
fanned and this whole affair 1s charactenisic of the mounting
tension which will be relaxed only with a quick pohtical decision
The reserves of good will which Mountbatten has so assiduously
built up over the past two months are rapidly running out dunng
tis absence 1 London I have advised Vernon —

Prasad and Deo (Congress Sccretary) have made forceful
statements—Prasad says Jinnahs demands will not ment a mo-
ment s scrutiny  and Dco considers that they are increasing under
the illusion that the Brntish can stll help mim  The country
howeser cannot be mtimdated with such bullying tactics and
the demand for a Corndor cannot be granted

Dawn has of course hit back at Prasad and Deo with a
prévocatne leader under the heading Cranks Ali the Ley pass
age of which runs as follows “The demand for a corndor ts not
1 new one Quaid-c Azam Jinnah has many times n the past
Tused that pont which 1s so vital 1n the context of Pakstan ™ If
Pakistan 1s to be real sohd and sirong the creation of a corndor
hnking up its castern and northern areas 1s an indispensable ad
junct  Be that as it may we have no doubt however that »f
Muslims can win Pakistan—as mndeed they have already won 1t
—they can just as well build a_corndor somewhere for the hink
ing up of the two segments of Pakistan  Mr Deo knows that
too well

On Saturday INehru gate an snterview to the Umited Press of
Amcrica which contamns s first public reference to the ctne——
termntornial 1ssue  Mr Jinnah s recent statement he smd  1¢ s
pletely unreabstic and indicates that he desires no "

T
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ny knd The demand for  corrdor 1 fantastc and abud
Westa d for wnonof T dryv th the nght to part cular area
to opt out We en sage n_ compulston If there s no proper
s-ttlement on ths ba s w thout furthe 1 ums bewmng ad nced
then we hall proceed w th making nd mplement ng th con
titwt on f r the unon of Inda

Nehru confrmed th th atttide 2 h dnng by mtmtnag
to Mevlle tht he s falln b ck th alternative Dem

o1 ev [ JTonah yet n of the man p_poals
of the draft an  ncement H wo 1d tke the Inte im Go ern
ment to be tre.ted tmm d tely by ¢ n enton as a Domimon
Go rame t Jinnah w1l never commt hm 1 Nehru all 4
thth accepts hthegetsandg sk ng for more There
c uld be no © s ded commutme t

VICCROY'S 1oust New priir S ady st J 1947
Iwrt t my mother —

Wear ntheevcofg teentshee ndlom plomy
the latm t dtls of pt  ng the publicty for
Mountbattensm m tusann_cm t nthetr frofpo er
whehisd t bemade o Tuesd y The atm sphere 13 ery
ten  end fthe erdct fr Prtton—a t almost ¢ 1t fnly
% 1l be—con derabl ommunal u  t can be expected b t any
decison w 11 b preferable to th p sent uncerta nty Tt sho 1d
ben td th ugh that th f ry  nternal and fratr cidal and that
the Brosh are p b bly m re popular wth b th Hpdu and
Moslem th t nytme nl g mem ry
‘Them neflecctof the G mmm t 20th February Arnounce
ment ha been to b g the C ng s Hgh Comm d round to
the acceptance [ the partiton of Inda as n vit ble G ndh
1ef ses to algn hmelf  th th pt_and 13 puttng up a
ferce rear gua ot g1 6t H frhe wi camry th
oppo it one of the b g mponderables
Nhruand VI bhbh Ptt th t
the Interm G ernm t ccept P rtton on the u d rstand ng
that by conced g P X stan 10 J nnah they wall h ar no m {
hmandelm ¢ ny e 3l o Nehru p t it pr ate
Iy thtby cuttng (Tth hexdwewlgetrd fth he dch
Inthsthey are beng rather s g ne fo Fnonahs appett shows
pnsof gr ng wth ht t feed and hs late t dem d
fran¢ hth nd edmle corr dor to jom West a d East Paky
stan s a good xample f hy  edentst tactes  Agreement
th refore ¢t bet ¢ apraached from beth s des wath the  ont
pos ble grace  Tartt' 1 ndo biedly a trag dy b t a worse
tragedy would bt try to mpose a unity un cceptable lo the
great majority of the hundred mill 0 Moslems

bg Congres men



CHAPTER NINE

THL GREAT ACCEPTANCE

VICEROY § HOUSE NEW DELHI Monday 2nd June 1947

THE GRCAT MOMENT has arnved The Leadeérs drive into the
North Court n their large Amenican cars I was 1n the Viceroy s
study which 1s now duly transformed 1ts dark panels painted a
pale green It 1s quite a small study with an nformal almost
ntimate atmosphere compared with the Council Chamber and
even the adjoiming reception rooms ‘The pamnting of Chive 1n the
entrance hall looks down upon this apotheosss of the Ra) Jinnah
Was the last to come a few munutes late Mountbatten did his
best to promote some friendly small talk but 1t was clear that
the atmosphere was electric The problem of including hrnipalani
has been solved by conceding to Jinnah Rab Nishtar so the Big
Five have become the Big Seven

The conference lasted for just on two hours Vernon reported
that Mountbatten did most of the talking and was n masterly
form giving a closely reasoned analysis of developments His
opeming remarhs were a challenge to them to nise to the level
of the events they were creating  He saxd that duning the past
five years he had taken part 1n a number of momentous meet
ings at which the fate of the war had been decided but he could
frankly remember no decisions reached likely to have such an
important influence on world history as those which were to be
taken at this meeting He made it clear that he was not forcing
the pace agamnst their will A ternfic sense of urgency had been

ressed upon him by everybody to whom he had spoken  They

ad wanted the present state of uncertamty to ceise therefore
the sooner power was transferred the better for all

Having made his last formal attempt to resuscitate the Cabinct
Mission Plan and Jinnah having for the last time formally re
jected 1t Mountbatten then turned to the dilemma presented by
Partition Conpress he smd did not agree to the prinaple of the
partition of Indin but if this were unavoidable naisted on the
partition of Provinces to woid the coercion of Moslem or Hindu
majonity areas while on the other hand Jinnah resisted the party
tion of Provinces but demanded the division of Indin

Mountbatten was at puns to stress the baching of the Bntish
Conservative Oppositton  The Plan he sard was not 1 Party
issuc 1 London  He spoke of is distress about the posittor
the Sikhs and disposed firmly and finally of the
referendum whether Caleutta should become a Free };_or" 4

I e d
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h finesse he duced th new Pa graph
.0 of (hc Plan und rts head ng  Immed ato transfer of power
and defend d the result ng Dom m n Status not from the m
wtat n of Britans desre to ret & footh Id beyond her time
ut from the poss ble charge [ qu tting on he obl g tions There
fore hesad 1t was ab ndantly clear that B mh a4 tance sh uld
not be  thdrawn premat r iy if it -as st 1l req

i th none ftheea lerinterview had sxml:d Moun(bauux
by making a dstact a between h s agreem nt w th rt
ance of a cert n poposal M umtbatten nv k:d |h|s pum:u r
pecc of pedantry to h_own d ant g to-

After ¢ p of(ePlnh:dbcenhnddround he said he
flt st wold beak g the Indan Le ders t g agun t ther
<o ciences if he requested the {1l gre mnt He a merly
asking them t accept the Pl o 1n a peacef 1spirt When Nehru
asked for o f rther defniti n [ the dfT  nce betw en agre ment
and accefunce Mo ntb ttenat o cerepled th t greement wo id
mply b Lef th t the rght pn ciples v\u: b g employ d bul he
had to viol t th principl s ot F for
complete agreement Wh t he ask d for was ncccpunct dmol ng
b lef that th Plan was nd sincere ol ton for theg d
of the ¢ untry N hruth n sa ditht “hile there o 1d neve be
compl te lpprn al of the P by Congress  n bal nco they
acc pted t Nashtar ro nd d on‘ these d  u dal ctes by pont
mg out that ccepta ce of the Pl n really impl od agreem nt to
m ke it w rk Mo ntbatte curd ally ‘greed and {r m that
moment knew th t th essnt 1 b tle was w

J nah th nemb rked upon  elabor te (pl:m:uan as to why
ht the it pow rful Q e Azam 1d not take a y decis on

1f 1! entered nto the pirt of the I:ropoul hesid bt
bmh he ndh W rking Cﬂmmmre\\ uld 2 et gobeforether
mast rs the people pr rto a fi n  Mountb ften ob
ried tht th ¢ were 1m s whcn Iaden h d to make yuat
dec on wth tcon ltng their { Nowers and trust to carryng
them wath them talter tag Ade ontikenatthetops d
aft rward conrrmed by the peopl would be 1 ccordance w th
democer t e proce:

Jnn h then went a near to the bnnk of ffrmat ¢ decit n

secoldr o lybeepcmdlramcnev\hohad‘fl o far
bysiy 2 n sooften Heemph sedthth woldpatohs
mat s IheJtONe w th no nlent of wreek ng the Plan b t with

les  to per uade them 10 aceet t He ¢o I only
£ pers ala raccththew Iddohsbet few Id
try nhyoimwayt b og  und hus own peop!

Mountb tren w nted th 1 act ons of the Cong es and Moslem
Leawue Workng Commttees and [ the Skh by mdnaht
knpala and B 1d  Sngh greed to send  letter 1h t ¢ cning
1 nah felt unabl 1o report the optn ons of ht Working Com
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mittec 1 wniting but agreed to come and see the Viceroy and
male a verbal report Thrs satisfied Mountbatten

To crown his success he secured the agreement of Nehru Jinnah
and Baldev Singh to follow him with broadcasts to the people
over All India Radio to morrow evemng Mountbatten said he
would let them see his script sn the morming  Patel who had
said very little pointed out with a wry smile that the general
rule was for the ‘scripts of broadcast speeches to be submitted to
the Honourable Member for Information (1e himself) before
they were used Jinmah without a smile retorted he would say
n his broadcast what came from his heart

Never was Mountbatten s genius for informal chairrmanship and
exposition more signally displayed  His natural talent for this
procedure had been enhanced by three years of almost daily dis
cussion as Supreme Commander Vernon told me he had never
seen him more alert heepng the discussion within his chosen
terms of reference  The atmosphere at the outset was undoubted-
ly tense but his opening speech soon brought with 1t the sensc
of sweet reasonableness and genume goodwill underlying his
whole sponsorship of the Plan Not even Mr Iinnahs formality
and stifiness could resist Mountbattens urgent will to succeed

As planned beforehand Mountbatten asked Jinnah to stay be
hind partly to counterbalance any Moslem League cnticism that
he was about to see Gandh1 who never comes i company with
Congress leaders 1 a separate interview and partly to apply
more personal persuasion and form a_clearer judgement of the
ultimate attitude he 1s likely to take But Jinnah made no com
ment  All will now turn on his mudmight wisitation

Then at 12.30 the Mahatma arrived  In one sense he has been

resent throughout the whole proceedings and uncertainty as to
ﬁls ultimate reaction to the formal presentition of a Partition
Plan undoubtedly had an mhibiting cfiect on the Congress leaders
earlier 1n the morning They werc only too well aware of
Gandhis unpredictable responsc to the promglmgs of his nner
voice There have been widespread fears that he wiil at the
bidding of his complex conscience go to cxtreme lengths to wreck
the Plan 1n one final cffort to prevent the vivisection of India
Mountbatten faced this nterview with considerable trepidation
Imaginc his amazement and relief when the Mahatma blandly
indicated on the backs of various uscd envelopes and other scraps
of paper that he was observing 1 day of sience

When the interview was over Mountbatten picled up the
various bits of paper which he thinks will be among his more
historic relics On them the Mahatma had wnitten [ am sorry
Icant sperh when I took the decision about the Manday silence
1 did mabe two exceptions 1¢ about spealung 1o high function
aries on urgent matters or atending upon sich people  But
know you dont wint me to break my silence Have I smd

A ——
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word against you dunng my speeches? If you adm t that I have
not your warmmng s § perfluon.  There are one or two things
1 must talk about but n t to-day D t 1f we me t cach other
ag n I shall speak v
Behnd ths quant procedure lay a great act of poltical r
nnat n oof elf-eftacem nt nd f clf-control  When I v ent
m to h ve a few \ ords 3 th Mountbatten about the Press com
mun que at the end of ths mom ntot morn ng § too collected
a tmphy from th small ro nd table—n thing oth r than a
“dood] ' by Mr Jn ah extr cted from hs subconsaou at the
mom nt of lus preatest politeal ot r?v T am no psycholog st
but 1 tbink T can d tect the symbol of po er and glory here
Atfour oclock ¢ had a St ff Mecting a dh d a complete run
through of the paper on ‘The Admnstr i Copseq n s
ton This s masterly d cument of me th n?f foolscap
pages larg Yy prepared by John Chnte and it wif certamnly
le f r posterty to say that we found a polit cal
answer at th xpense of an dmnstraty one M ore s th
mast r plan wh ¢ch under the umbrella of Dom m1 n Status should
make poss ble €5 ental cont ity for the ne  regm s

Mouvntb tten beg n the d y uth an early m rmng St ff Me t
mg twhchhet!du of h dramatc m'dn ght ncounter w th
Jinnah AsYnnah h deat g really el sedto g ¢ ny an wer
to the Plan in wntng Imy )1 d Mountb tten as ~ sec nd
wines of hth was eadyt say le began by ret ratn,
at gre t length the em rks he h d m de round the conference
t ble 1n the momng nd no am u t of pres ure from Mount
b tten uld make him agree to  fim acceptan ¢ f om the
M mle gueC ncluhntheymet Allh would ndertake
waz ththewold chsbest nd ours to persuade them in
a onstitut nal manner t accept nd that ks Working Com
mtteo wo Id upport hm

\ou th e then emnd & Jnn h that the Cong ces Party

ere terr bly su pia us of th  pa ticular t ctic,  h ch he always
used wher by he w od unutl the Cong ess Party h d made 2
f c on but m pln and then left hm elf the nght to
make whate rdaso s ted the Moslem Le gu se¢ ral day?
later Mountbatt a warn d hm that Nehru Rripalani and P t1
had made a  absol t pont that they would rc{ et the Plan
u less th M slem Leagu accept d 1t s m hancou ly sath them
s les and furtherm — accepted it as a fin | scttlerent

Nothng Mo ntb 1t c uld ¥y wo 1d move him he once
m ¢ ok refuge behind th  vouse that he was not on ¢l axl
1y author ed to make d cison without th  oncu rence [ th
l):lﬂ Moslem Lesgue € ncl and po nted out that he could not

5 VICLROY'S 110USE, NEW DELW Tiesday 3d J ¢ IN7
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m any case call this Council Meeting for several days Mount
batten then smd  If that 15 your atutude then the leaders of the
Congress Party and Sikhs will refuse final acceptance at the meet
me in the morning chaos will follow and you will lose your
Pakistan probably for good What must be must be was
his only reaction as he shrugged his shoulders
Mountbatten then said  Mr Jmmhb' 1 do not intend to let
you wrecl all the work that has gone mto this ctl ment Since
you will not accept for the Moslem League I will speak for
them myself I will take the nisk of saying that I am sausfied
with the assurances you have grnen me and if your Council fails
to ritify the agreem~nt you can plice the blame on me I have
only one condition and that 1s that when T say at the mceting
in the morning Mr Iinnah has given me assurances which I
have accepted and which satisfy me  you will in no circumstances
contradiet that and that when I Iool towards you you will nod
your head in acquiescence
Jinnah s reply to the proposition itself was to nod his head
without any verbal undertaling  Mountbattens fin1l question
was Did Jinnah consider that he (Mountbatten) would be justi
fied 1n advising Attlce to go nhead and make his announcement
tomorrow? To this he rephed  Yes  On tins last assurince
Mountbatten and Ismay both fclt that the maumum possible
measure of acceptance Kad been wrung out of hum pnor to his
meeting with the Moslem League Council 1n 2 week s time
Shortly after Jinnah left Amipalants letter arrved It makes
certain reservations of detu! but constitutes a firm general ac
ceptance of the Plan on behalf of the whole Congress Working
Commuttee
At their second meeting Mountbatten resumed by duly report
e on Jinnahs visit to him Iast might and his acceptance of
Jinnah s assurances and proposed action  Jinnah confirmed this
by the appropnate silence and nod of the head He then referred
to the three Parties grave objections to different specific parts
mn the Plan and was griteful that these had been aired But since
he knew enough of the situation to realise that not one of the
sungestions would be accepted by either of the other Parties he
did not proposc to rywse them at this mecting  He accordingl
asted il the Leaders to signify their consent to this course whicl
they did  thus voluntantly but almost unwittngly disposing of
every substanual point of controversy
After Mountbatten had pronounced that the Plan scemed to
represent as near to 2 hundred per cent agreement as it was
possible to get Jinnah Knpalant and Balder Singh il added
that they considered that the Viceroy had correctly interpreted
and recorded their views  Mountbatten sard the Plan would now,/,/'
be announced officually and nonc of the Leaders raised any
R abjection b
L\ ey a¢ . A
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Tt looked therefore as though all would be plan salng bt
when Mountbatten appealed for yestra t on the part of subord
nate leaders and the bu_al of the past n order to open up the
prospect of bulding a fne future L1 quat could not res st the
temptat on to suggest th t restra at was ne ded not so much from

bord nate s frcm super leaders £t e ample Mr G ndh at
h's Prayer Meetngs  Ths touched ofl all the old bitterness of

eel n)

lmfah and Liaquat nsou ted that Gandin was matng the
people to do as they 1hed nd lo kt other uth v ties than the
Leaders t ths conference  hle hrplan retorted th t all
Gandh act ns ere de ted 10 non ole ce  nd Jatel con
idered th t Candh w uld abde | yall by any d ¢ n taken
Mountbatten w s bigedtobragth d ‘eru d cussiont a
halt by ayng he tha ght th subject had been  nul ted s e
ently = He accepted M G ndh specal poston on the o ¢
hnd ndontheother v s ¢the C nere  Leaders would ap-
prec te th pont of wh t h d been sad

Mountbatten then wth a dram tegstu lftng taboehs
head nd bngng t do n n the t bl pesented The Ad
mi  tral te Con eq ences of Partiton t  the startl d Leader
Th togh powered St T p p¢ wh & Mountbatten has had mad
ready for this d y contain thnyfour 1 ly typed pag
foolcap nd 1 already  m ste pece [ comp ess o Ths
br gs th Leder wthn th h ur ght up agant the h rd
executs ¢ realte of ther poltcal deat on Ay Mounth tien
aad afterward the sev re hock that ts appe rance g to
every ne pres nt o I ha e been amus ng of the peneral at
m sphere f dmmistrat ¢ ndfference  er not so § rouy

M oeapana 1p fthet ge themretmolehll wa buflt

p characterstically of u wttngly to mou t 10 us p oporto
Mountd tt n suggested that ther mght b prelun n ry cons dera
tonof th paper b for twass bmuedtoa Cabnetm etag
Liamat and J nhat n msed el b rate bect ne to th
Cab et n the United Kngd m b ng the dead np 1 thonly
Se eral munutes h d pas d b foc t became clear that J nmah
h d understood Mountb tten t be referrng to the Bt h and
ntth 1d nCabnet rltenm G enmnt He then com
pl ned that he h d been myt d You mean the Vi o oys
F ecuts ¢ Co nal A spade h uld be called a spade I
mind he sad worl d o o0 1 tuten 1 terms.

Lraguat then  ked wh th  may tty vot  wo K deade th
13 emtheite Party P tton Commti ¢ wheh o w  pro-
posed the parert et p  Mou thatten sad no ne oraton
woldbeenthe b sof what was I r I refed on o new
mriepter ¢ 0t thed cu n powthtthess eof Partron
had been finally ettled  Laaquat rep! d sharply that t was no’
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a matter of a new spint there was difference of opimon on the
critical 1ssue of the dvision of the Armed Forces

The discussion surpnisingly perhaps moved into calmer waters
It was quickly agreed that division should be made on the basis
of atizenship” which 1n its turn would be based on considerations
of geography Jinnah declared stoutly that it would be his inten
tion 1 Palistan to observe no communal duferences and those
who Inved there regardless of creed would be fully fledged
ctizens

At four oclock the members of the States Negotiating Com
mittee assembled 1n the Counal chamber to be given in advance
of to mghts official announcements and speeches the background
to the decisions reached by Mountbatten and the Leaders It was
a dificult meeting  Once again a photographic circus provided
light rehief and enabled Mountbatten to get off to a friendly and
mnformal start

Round the big oval table were seated the cream of the Princely
counsellors  Therr Highnesses of Bhopa! Patiala Dungapur
‘Nawanagar and Bilaspur Sir Mirza Ismai1! Dewan of Hyderabad
Sir B L. Mutter of Baroda Sir Ramaswam: Mudaliar of Mysore
Kak of Kashmir Snmivasan of Gwalior Sir C P Ramaswamt
Aner of Travancore Sir V' T Knshnamachan of Jaipur Pamik
Lar of Bikaner Sir Sultan Ahmed and D K Sen representing
the Chamber of Princes

It 15 interesting to note how many of the finest Indian minds
from British India are Prime Mwisters of the States  Many of
them are {ront rank lawyers which aids them i their approach
to such constitutional conundrums as the lapse of Paramountcy
Their relationshtp to the Princes they serve 1s very much that of
a barnister with a valuable brief

After another very shilful and persuasive explanation of the
ongin and purpose of the Plan Mountbatten was subjected to
some acufte cross-cxamination on 1ts application to the Indian
Sates They were all particularly anxious to know whether 1t
would be possible to arrange for Paramountcy to lapse before
the actual transfer of power mn Briush India—the assumption
being of course that the States would then be i a better post
tion to bargain with the successor governments

Mountbatten did his best to wmnject a sense of reality into the
meeting  The creation of two new States would mevitably mean
two strong central governments which could not afford to delegate
their powers instead of onc weak one for the whole sub-continent
which could On the other hand he felt that the acceptance of
Domnion Status by them both offered a measure of protection
as well as compensation to tho ¢ Princes who b.d stood so loy~17
by their alliances and friendship with Britain - Whatever
they reached he adviced them to cast their minds for

‘
t
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yea s and to con der what the tu ton 1n Inda and the wo Id

s Iikely to b by then
Uy alécmﬂm d ﬁoumb tten m the V cercgal Rolls to All Ind a
Rado s he ¢ offaal \ere jea 1 g out of all the w ndo 3 and
crammung the b lco cs A sm ]l cro d had also gathered ro nd
the ntr nce to th buldng Fy hoias on a balcony told
me aft nads that a sm Ul groupol’SdI s dst ot c1 ther
brght caps f holy orange b g n shout gt slogans just as
wa were entenng th bulldng Nos ner hd (hcy smlcd to
d mo str te than they 1e sc oped nto o r { | ¢
car The n atness of the operat nm d th as embl d Ind ns
othen1 pa ely polt cre m wath I3 ghee ese S dfus
hae m from ywio ru { the country and havc p tched
the tents on (he ba ks of the J mna lhcrc t protest aga n t the
b trayal fH uam hch they con need ny
form™ T Pantt nm s\ n

After  buef cet t M unth tten pok  th a st and
delbrate deton n contrast t th q kfre del ery of hs

re ate ¢ mersat n It wa ell balanced oraton” with ut
pcxbo!c r 1y ng{ t mpct nrh ng n 1 d statement.
o bt diy the ‘ght n atb ten to st e

lh mc‘:sag w 38 bd cd and bycm e llhe mom nt of per on 1
1r ump!

We w e fddl m wih {pght and oce umng throughowt
N hrus mov g ddres whch wa mpeling bk nusm &
and e p n Heewar ether r g nee nor logy but
tru 1 flecton f the sndncss hch accompa ¢ all succes —the
fru tration n ¢t 1y hp Nh getststrength  tht
alth ghheh nched the be ght s & pa tsan campugner he
et s sdtchmet [ t Theatt dth chiar nhm
arcalwaysn thesrfee § tth Imcacemmeth ws
able t say \\c are 1ue men scr 8 greal causes but bcm 5
the cau ¢ t omethn fthig 1ines

Th [ fia ed In B The experts i Moslem Lcague d ;\lcmc
asured m th t he peech was t_pece A hem

pttt memmmd tlyaft raad T‘hu the ! ngu:ge lhal
\uubc nderstood 0 th' b 72 r! and |m n peace B
rct esfand d Teoldntdictth ge H sccmcd
me o ths occa nlobc\\t“belwlhel el fev ty heh
he had d n s much t cre t

Nehrus Tt word hdbe Jilind Janh ! ed with

PiitnZndabd Thehet d s <ch Ipped  ce that
some startf d 1t rsth bt oat fir ¢ that the Q ade Azam had
thr wndentytoth = dyand prn need Pak t s nih

-3

Baldev S gheroke it and nvew fth unmtp tdlos
shich P rtton mea tf  the Skhs nd the ntense bt mess )t
wa llely to gender mong hscorfgomst h w rd were
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cloguent and courageous  He gave a clear call to India s Defence
Forces to uphold their high standards of discipline particular
ly agamst the pressures of unpleasant internal secunty duties
In contrast to Jinnah he saw the Plun not as a compromuse
I prefer to call 1t a settlement

VICEROY'S NOUSE NEW DELHI W ednesday 4th June 197

This morning to an audience of some threc hundred representa
tives of the Indian and world s Press in the Legislative Assembly
Mountbatten has given the most brilliant performance T have ever
witnessed at a major Press conference He began without note
or loss of word expounding for some threc-quarters of an hour
a political Plan of the utmost compleuty both n 1ts detail and
mphcation It vas a speech which must have cleared many
urking doubts among that audience of professional sceptics about
he Plans substance and purpose

When a correspondent tried to druw him on the Moslem Lea
mes demand for a Corndor —and thus on a point never dis-
s ed n the Plan—he replied  “Which paragraph in the Plan ~re
/ou referning to? He w.s questtoned about the Sikhs—their
prospects and attitude—and he made st clear that the whole
Sirh problem under the Plan had given him probably more
:oncern than any other single 1ssue He was pressed i particular
1bout the terms of reference of the Boundary Commssion which
18 to work out the actual hnes of demarcation sn the Punjb
ind Bengal and the Moslem majority district of Sylhet 1n Aszam
When a Sikh correspondent ashed whether a property qualifi
mation would be 1 factor Mountbatten smulingly rephed  His
Majesty s Government could hardly be expected to subsenibe to
1 Partition on the basis of landed property—least of all the
present Gosvernment.

Durning the Confercnce he gave the first informal indication
that 15th August would be the hikely date for the actual transfer
of power to the two new Domimons  Actually 1t was on this
wssue of Domuimion Status that he was subjected to the most
tearching serutiny of all and was mvolied 1n an encounter with
Devadas Gandln who has 1 most disarming manner ~nd who
by the persistence of his tnquinies gave a possible clue I felt to
his father s state of mind

Mountbatten did not at first quite follow the dnft of what
Devadas was asking but it was n effect that the Brtish should
regect any offer on the part of any single individual State to be
come 2 Domunion and should nsist on India as 1 whole reach
ing a decision on the question of membership of the Common
wealth He sud he felt there was 1 preat potentnl for mise =
chiel in allowing the respectine Coastituent Assemblies the ult
matc decision on this matter  Behind the ingnny was the
cusprcron that Domunien Status was something  lecs
demrndence toecther with the new one that 1f Pakistan
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to reman n and Inda to go out, Pakistan m ght become 3
‘base for Britsh imper 1sm

Mountbattens last words on th subject \ere From all the
q est s that ha e be n asked there 1s one thng hchIs
cerely bel ve 1s not y t clear to the people Somehow people
secied 10 have ome d ubts bout ths v ord Dom nion Stats
It s ab lute nd pendence n every poss ble way with the sole
excepton that the Member States of th Commonwecalth are
Tnked together voluntar ly  In fact they look for support, mutis!
tre t and 1 due co rse affect ont

Whether or not De  d s was wholly s tisfi d v 1th the ans e
to h  part cular pownts the enthustasm of the correspond nts &s
a wh le j dging [ om the spontancous app! use \ hen Vallabh
b Pat] h  as nithe har call dplhe proceed ngs t 2
Tore was _ema kable f m such a case h rdened body I spot?
t som of them fterw ds Andy Mellor of the Daly Hed
dscnbed hmell t m as t nned by the performancs, sayg
th t he had n_er he rd soything 1ke t and did not exrm o
do so agn Enc Brtter called it a t r de foce whle Db
Stms ndrev  ttento to t mpact on th Amencans who had
been deeply 1mp ¢ sed by the a gument—wh ch vas for \hcml]
rey laton——th t Domn n Status p vid d th best con tt hond
mea f{r tra fer of po er and spelt genume fr d m ["3
Inda nd was not jut & des ce for enabl ng the Brtt h to b &
o

n
Mountbatten on hs return to Viceroy s Hou e soon had md
<t ons that there was m e u derlying De o bts th n had
e t the Confrne and all was mot well vuth the
Mhima who asprpo gt m ko highly crtical comment
onthe Plan t hs Pay Mecting ths ¢ enng  ndeed Lt
nght yst bef ¢ the Le ders we o due to broadeast he hd
adcated tht thy we U bo or beyo d enucism, and
engne ofr tos gle out Nehru{ ra d ubleedsed
comment After ref mn to hm  our hng he added, Ve
sh uld not be mp e sed by e eryth ng the King
not do If he has de sed s mething good [ r
prosehm If he has n t than ia]l say 50
M ntdatten w sely d cded that th ume h d come to €eaf
the r wh Cadh dto pre ent hus pparent m sgt ngy
fng fimer nd m rc danger us sh pe So j st b fore the Prayet
Meetng he m ted hm t come round to Vceroys Howe
G _dhiwas clearly n state of 5 me d stress { 1ng undet 1F€
&5t smpact f the Pln th t his 1felong florts for the & ¥
ofHnd s d“!:oslems hdfillenabo thim B tM taten
somm inz all hs powe s of vas n urged hm 1t coen
the Ao uncem nt ota 4 Mp“mbauen b zt 1 a Gandhi Pl
Dalls ce ty he hid tred to . porate G ndhts mapr 0
ocpts of non<cocrat 0 sef-determination th  earlest postie
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date of British departure and even hus sympathetic views about
Dornton Status

Once again Mountbatten carried the day just how deasively
can be scen by what Gandhi said to mght  The British Govern
ment 1s_not responsible for Partition he told the Prayer Meet
ing  The Viceroy has no hand 1in it In fact he 1s_as opposcd
to division as Congress itselfl but if both of us—Hindus and
Moslems—cannot agree on anything clse then the Viceroy 1s
left with no choice  The Viceroy had worked very hard and
bad tried his utmost to bring about a compromise This Pln
was the only basis on which agreements could be reached The
Viceroy did not want to lerve the country in chaos hence all
his efforts Never surely had « Viceroy achieved such swaft
and decisive conquest over Gandhis heart and mind

1 had 1 personal telegram of yesterdays date from Joyce re-
porting A pached House of Commons lhistened with intense
interest to Prime Mimster s announcement this afternoon  Pro
posals and first reaction from India undoubtedly created profound
gratificatton among all Parties Sense of umty and recognition
of tremendous 1ssues and possibilities involved were comparable
only with most histonc moments dunng war  After refernng
to the splendid BBC reception and coverage he ended This
has been a great day for us all

Mountbatten held a Staff Mecting at 730 this evening Having
broken the deadlock of a generation there 1s still to be no res-
pite for him or indeed any of us

Already T detect the first sign of a storm over the States
Bhopal has resigned his position as Chancellor of the Chimber
of Innces nd cannot be deflected from a course of personal
1solation and independence which runs counter to 4ll the cur-
rent developments

Nchru 1s not reacting favourably to the Paper on the Ad
mmstratne Consequences of Partttion  2nd there wall clearly
now be much more acute difliculty 1n maimtaiming the structurc
and custence of the Intennm Government

VICLROY S NOUSE NEW DLl Thursday 5th June 1947
George Jones the New Yorh Times correspondent who has
been very 11l and 1s duc to lease India 1n the next few days came
round to sec me this morning to sk for my prrsonal impres-
sions of Mountbatten 1n about three hundred words as he wants
his st feature to be an appreciation of the Viceroy Mount
batten n three hundred words? It 13 not casy at c{osc rnge
But I have dsctated this note —

Perhaps the most abiding smpression 1s his tremendous crea
tve cnergy b;] which I mean not only the energy which 1s in
himselfl but which he injects into all about him
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to remain 1n and Inda to go o t, Pakistan mught become a
b ¢ for Brish impe lsm

Mountbattens 1 t w rds on th subject were From all th
quest s that have be n ask d ther s one thng vhch Isa
cerely bel € not yet cle r to the people Somchow peopl
seemed to hav som  doubts about this word Domunion Stat
It s abs 1 te independence 1n e ery p ss ble way with the sole
xeept 1 that th Member St tes of the Common ealth
Inkdtgethr tatrly I fcttheylook for support, mu
trust and 1n d ¢ ou sc affection

Whether or not Dt adas wa b lly sat sfied w th th ans @5
to his particsl  po s the enthust sm of the correspondents as
a whole ]ludg g{ m the spontancou appl use  hen V 1l bh
bhat Patel wh a8 n the charr called the proceed ngs 10 a
closs wa rem rk ble { om such a ca e harde ed body I spok
1o ome fthm fterwards Andy Mellor of the Dally Herdd
descr bed umse!l to me s stunned by the perform nce, saymg
that he had ne er heard anythig like 1t anrd d not expect t

30 gin Enc Brtter called 1t a to  de f ree whl BY

Stmso dew tt ton toits impact on the Americans who Bad
been decply mpre d by the argument—which was for them 3
t 1ton—that Dom o Status provided the best con ututoral
;n;am { tanster £ p er and spelt genune freed m fof
o’:‘ '3, 3nd ® s not Jut  device for enabl ng the Driush to hold

Mountbatten n fus return to Viceroy's House soon b d 1
cstons that there w  mor  nderlying Dev da doubts than b ¢
;m o at th Confer nce  nd all was not yvell sith the
Ma hmPf who wa pr posng to make h ghlv cntical comment

l: ¢ Finat h Prayer Meet g th cvenng  Indeed ht
P gy tybcfore the Le ders v~ du to broadeast he hd
macu that they were ¢ ab v or beyond cnticem,

€etg 3 fra tosngle ont N hru for a doubleeded
;:gmr}a;m Aftrrefrngtohmas our Kng headded V¢
hor i LBe mpr sed by erything the King does or €3
poal et desd s mething good for us we shevd

pn'xusc g-. 1 he bas ot than we shall s y so
o000 RUb tten wisely d cided that the tume had come fo €97
* ;_:r:nv. th dGandm and to pr ent his pparent misgwing at
Mectng b Tannirq G2 87 us hape So just before the POY
s dng Weted hm t ¢ me round to V¢ roys Hoe
Erdn 3scleady i a tate of som distresy feeling under ¢
o "m‘;mn fthe Pl n that hy 1felong efforts for the v ¥
oan 4 d Moslems had faflen about hym B t Mountta <&
na Ann @ 2ll hs powers of persua on vrged hum 1 U0
the A A0u cement  tas 3 Mounth ten but as a G ndbt IR
ik ;[rtcmy he had ¢ ¢d 10 mcorporate G ndh 3 MK 6
7 n-coercion  self-determ nation the earkiest PO
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and targely unaware of theit meaning Tinnah Was at great pans
1o explt that both States would be mdcpcndcm an equal 11
every Way while Nehru Was el Al

carrymng on n every way 1§ before an that palastan was the
outcome © permissiont to dissident provinces 10 ccede which
must not be Allowed t0 nterrupt the work of the Gowmmcm
of Indin OF the continunty of s foreign policy 1n ths atmos

hero of recnminat on tbatten M \ear that he wou d
not accep conty ests of B th sides arbt

rator \\\ outstanding s 1 disput ¢ agree

to try 10 find & mut! A\l cceptable ndge { tus thanhless task
The Phn now forty hours old doubtedly led to
a detente througho country as ¢ but among c
Leaders v s 1t has nduced brotherly {ove e situa
1on here sull very 1€ nd uch that the most tnvial 10

CHAPTIR TLN

AD\HN‘STRA“VE COx\SEQUENCES

\ICTROY S joust  NEW prinl sunday gth Junc 1947
i CORE ar ountbatien S problem remains po\\UC’\\ and the
most smmediate danger 1S of the dissolution of the lmenm Gov
ernment caused b the resignation. © one of other of 18 compo
nent pans T was alnays 3 ccble mstrument oW
nnapic © artition 15 ciiectively accepted ere 18 not even the
retence of innerf toyalty and purpose 1o hold 1t together Mount

batten 1S only to® cleark howeser that af one ¢ other
of the P cs were o n or Parution 1s ratific
by Act Y chament ectmnster 4 105! he 3r

Y n
juno Plan would be gravely \mpenited and his OWT position
hopc\c%\y compmm\scd

-4 that this ¥&F

Todwy W ¢ y pent was upon b3 for the
pinct MC ung Was only just cved by 7 desperatc dnersion On
Moum\‘mnc s 7 jang up ® lete \sorder I8
1 o pargoy the controvery by Hmiting duties ne
surfes cd mortor deasions nd tugh grade
! ntments
{ormuln ¥ < found for cubmitung these matters 10 Mount

A
patten RS to v nd contentions 1ssucs beink decided bY t
majorty Voo, the € inet At this

1SS
Nl sought Moun\b'\ums a "\{gr cc tun dm\om—.\ﬁ
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pomntments which he asked um to agree  re n t the concera
of P kstan Liaquat at once obj cted saying th t he dd not
frimgtna sht see an Amb ssador apponted to Mo co
Unfort nately jJust such an appo ntment was envisag d and the
o a thr thy Nebrus siter Mrs P oadit

The en  ng seen  was babel vith everyone 1alling fur ously
at nce  Nehru asserted that rather than t lerate M slem Leag ¢

terference 10 th Go ernments aff ws h ould ms t or a
majonty v te beog taken  d that fth G verrum nt vas to

taned o r t the League b w Id immed tely esgn

M ountbatt n had finally t call each m mber of the Cabnet
i Ny to ¢dr def & funther dscusson of the part
cut ry ucand ddng, We renot going n with the pext it m
untl the 3 w ( mingfoess { mofme Thshd
tho intended off ¢t E eryone la ghed the ten on wa br ken
But the 1 cident hows by h w thi a thr d th s cees of the
Plan hangs C tcal d ys and decsons l¢ ahe d of us

VICEROY S HOUSE NLw perw M dy 9th June 1947

At 0 Suaff Meet ng to-day th r¢ was a prolonged d cussion
on the mplcatons { Domnon Sttus and in parteul r of
Mountbatten ema ng n after the wnusfer of pow £t sene
Trabtmtd period s jo1 t G v m r-General of both Dom

n conept h s been e co raged on tho one h d by
Congres s w lingne s to pr pose dim witho t condit n e ther
m this capaaty ¢ s Governor-General of Ind  alone and on
the other by Jnn h rgng th t K should defimt Iy tay on to
ace th I tenm pha ¢ thro gh n the capacity of a un fying head
of the two States,

Af untbattens 3t s umpton way that Jonah al o had s
mind & comm n Govern r-General but only when he wa 1o
Londm dd st b com appar nt that J nnah wanted three Gover
n wGeneral oo of In o ¢ [ Pakitan and one Mount
batten hmxlf n n o rall post n as Supreme Arb trator
forth dv onofa ts mostel heh of c u e aren India
Thswr q Ky ruld ut by the Bruh G vernment as im
rracucable Mo ntb tn 1o told hum {rankly that t would
be qute impoy ble for hmself to s m ths suprapaton !
role- but st th s&m tme h 3 be n pressung the ad antages from
P Xstan pont of v ew of a jont Govern 1-G neral hp as the
bewt guarantee { a far physicat transf © He has (rankly ad
wvied us, howe er that he 1 most ay r3c to staying sh wid7the
wmvitat 0 coms from only o ¢ sd.. Jnnah so far has bee
careful to conceal hr final  tenton I ut s in fav ur of a
10 0t Go emor-Gener { up some speay 1 provs fon will bo peed-
od, however in the Ind pendence Act and a deasion from hm

e ha nees hers ook s e e Piit
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‘The All India Moslem Leagoe Council met to-day n the ball
room on the first floor of the Impenal Hotel Towards the end
of 1s deliberations there was a sudden but apparently carefullv
planned erupuon of Ahaksars who come in throush the garden
at the side of the hotel and startled peaceful residents durng
tea by rushing through the loung~ brandishing belchas or sharp-
cned spades  Wiath these fo mudable weapoas they wrought the
maximum of havoc i the mummum of time and shouting  Get
Jinnah!  were half way up the staircase lending 1o the ballroom
where Jinnah and the Councl were still 1o sesston before “os-
lem League Nauonal Guards could grapple with them and tumn
them back It took pohice with tear gas 1o bring the disturbance
to an cnd

Jinnah behaved with great composure  Sidney Smuth of the
Daitv Express saw hum afterwards and told me that Jinnah had
no doubt but that the assault was an attempt on s Ife. The
only presious attempt to assassinate im—in Bombay i 1943—
was made by a Khaksar

The Ahaksars or Servants of the Dust  aru a group of nuh
tamt Moslem fanaucs with much the same storm trooper deo-
lomy as the far more formmdable Rashtrya Swam Sevek Sangh
cfishoot of the Hindu Mahasabha Led by Inayatullah Mashng
thev have been enpaged on terronst aciniues ever sinee therr
foundation 1 1931 Their demand 1s for an undisided Paksstan
streteching from haracht to Calcutta and to them hanah s as
much the betriyer of Moslen mterests as Gandhi 15 ;n the eyes
of Hindu extremusts of Hindwism

A party from Viceroy s House going along later an the even
wg for dinner found the place 1 the utmost disorder The
large gnill room was a shambles Its ar <coolers were smashed
and 1ts furniture broken up  The forces of famiticsm and revo-
fution are on the move and this madent eonfinrs that the crust
urholding order from the depths of chaos 1 dangerously thim.
Under the present tense conditions all the leaders provide far
too casy targ~ts fo fur too many would be assassins

VICIROY'S HOUSL, NIW Rt Tuesday MGk June 1997
The Moslem League Council has passed a resolution s phrase-
clogy designed to nfunate the Conpress but wmn terms which
mark the nearest approach Jinnuh s lile'y to make 10 1 sub-
santizl acceptanve of the Plan  After expressine satusfaction
at the abandonmert of the Cabinet Misuon Plun nt quahfes us
refusal to agres or ene consent to the partiton of Bengal ard
the Punpb by d=oding that 1t bad to conuder the rd June Pha
for th= transfer of power .s a « ho'c and by gnang full autbenty
to Jinn.h to aceepr the Plans {undam~tal punarfes as a com-"~
rrumise
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Domnoen St tusand the jont G emor € neralshipwa ¢ n
th man ther atorSt t!la\{:cl og to-day J nmah mska no
ma  and g1 e no sign  In the cour ¢ of our d scuss o <

became  mewhat d -urs e and hypo(h el Moumh;ncn d
b bel ed there as con dr ble conf sion wx Nehru mnd
bo l the mag ¢ d to of June 1948 Nehru -as apparently work

mmmen ¢ pres re to cemplet the nev C n ttut n befor

lhu d:le and had emph  sed strougly that ths w s hs ob-
gectt tht Cnng ess prestge mght en wly fler f they dd
nts cceed M ountb tten ponted  wt that the date of I ne
148 o had no gmﬁmncc wht er dhe 2 an_ usthat
'h h;uld strssthst Ml the b Lg ound ntorm tion I ga ¢ to
the Press

“THE lmur MASHONRA, St (LA, § turday Idth 1 1947

Ge rge N h Y l‘ ¥ d T left yest day for Smia b aly
altr 3 mt ! { the p rched plam s
cnld befl ¢ lh full ho t [ the sun beat down upan us In
thscealy h v ther a [fe-gt ing fresh ess n th air and
tisexyt undest dwhym yId ns—SardrPatl m g
th m—a p by 430 n the morn g complet g narly half a

a
W rewched Th Retreit byt time—the bepn ng for m
T2 weeks wthdraw 1 fr mthe Deth ferm t Our Smlzawi t
fastm athw n mpﬂ but on th contrary the most crt el
nd xact g ph s all the negotiatons Jad g to th  3rd

ln the H m.layan st Ilncs where no phone r g3 1t 3 possible
now to par  ad t t ek f the progr 35 to d te and the
t kahed Iw t lhu At mymthrtoday —

Mountt tten  d plomacy has  cceeded for cveral reas n
but prmanly because of h'  wn personalty He iy ond r
fllr nd b to pul cross hs own ¢ ental 5 certy
Tre o tward upm a fthemnuh ex ng e ergy He

neer 14 dpey allw ast tontohsdneg nt
hm U \\'hmx\md th end lApnl the  tuation 1 ok 4
mere than Ny drk d Imyr used my sprt
bty 13yn llke\\ kng[rl:\y men Norfcon of
curse w ended by hm on Mou thatens blty O the
cotrary it bome onall fu ththeind ces coes 8 d
o ks { 1 e by the nnpe 21d vanety of hs imt

He s very wen't dff ent temperame t { those

wthwhmb 1 p Kul g adh« a  rsult wonth com
si# corfid te of G ndh Janah N hru rd Pat! who 0
m( of the ¢ close dm feat m with the struggl { r 1 d pend

-e areas dierse  quarter Satus pas bleto dmag ¢ Hens
1a short, my 18ex of - pot tical thoroughbred
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I must stress the importance of Patel 1n the agreements so far
reached He has a rough exterior and uncompromising manner
His achievements tend to remain below the surface but he was
probably the first of the Congress High Command to realise
that the 20th February statement implied Partihion if a political
settlement by June 1948 or before was to be achieved Having
absorbed that vital implication he has never wavered and has
stood firm agamst the mner vorwces and neural indecisions that
have somectimes afilicted his colleagues

Patel s realism has also been a big factor in the acceptance
of thec Domnion Status formula for which Mountbatten has
worked so hard This 1s inevitably a delicate plant  Personally
I wish we could evolve an even looser Commonwealth concept
which did not so directly involve the kmngs Sovereignty but
could take in a Republic This needs close consideration be
cause I believe the present symbolic ties of the Bntish Com
monwcalth arc not really applicable to a Congress controlled
Indian Uniorn and should be modified to include for the first
time on cqual terms peoples of different races

We are mn the heart of Sikh country here and the prevaihing
atmosphere 1s one of tension and forcboding  Since the begin
ning_of June sentries have been on all round the-clockh guard
at The Retreat for the protectton of our families and Moslem
servants  Undoubtedly both Nehrus and Jinnahs speeches on
the 3rd June helped to calm Hindu and Moslem feirs and to
avert the immediate outbreak of a major communal conflict and
tahing the sub-continent as a1 whole the popular reaction has in
fact been remarhably calm  Nevertheless Sikh unrest i the
Punjab 13 growing hourly The mmplications of the 3rd June
arc now all too clear to the Sikh people They sce that the
Partittion of Indin means substantinlly and irrevocably the paru
tion of the Sikhs and they feel themselves to be sacrificed on
the altars of Moslem ambiion and Hindu opportumism

Lying nlong the penimeter of Hindu and Moslem power the
Sikhs number some six million—no more than twenty per cent
of the tota]l Punjab population—but they succeeded i achieving
influence out of all proportion to their numbers by mamtaiming
their own unity and Enldmg an effectine balance of power within
1 Unted Punpib With Iartiton however they are tmpped
and no jugpling of 1 Boundary Commuission can prevent their
tisccion They react accordingly and therr leaders hoprlessly
out mancuvred in the politcal strupgle begin to invole more
P imitne remedies

Sithim which 1s based on 1 most complex religious and
socnnl structure does not encourage or at the present moment
cnjoy lendershsp of high quality  Baldes Singh Defence Mim
ster i Nehrus Government 1s as hx: speech on 3rd June <how
B ) rd . e

R TR 2 et cde tivrmes Tt e ss o e
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w the 1id mess Nor does Pat 1 the leading Stkh Prince
and Ch  cellor of the Chamb r f Prnces jn succe sen t Bho
pal ha ¢ a dectsi ¢ nfl nce P ower s pasing to th wilder
man such sM 1t TraS gh ndsomeof they ung r INA
oficers R gh ve ther les head of us n spit ot all that
h b n lredy ache ed the outlook 1s sull st rmy and un
scttled

VICCROY S 1OUST NEW DILUE Afo day 2 d June 1947
Durngthe pritend y Mo tb tten nd the staff h ve been
cng ged ;mmtens e ope t NS T d front hch mayb

sad t add t0 ge 1prges m (hc camp:ugn to ¢l nch ac
cept nct: of the Pt Th p {\ 1 pment has been the
All I da Co gress ¢ mmi nd m tof Partton

lasptecof eble fie nd n bort e cffort to ache e a
Cocredt sgned ; tly by K palan and Jnmh the man
poltecal decr n Tthetw I tscnn longerb sad to

be ously nd bt
At th s em mt:nl G ndh umc d yn n favour of ac
cept nece and th 1t g the more ¢ mmun ly

m nded members flh C ng c«s llgh Comm dco 1d not t. ke
hpe gatth (r [1n thor

A f th P es d cclly fat dby |he Plan |h Refere
dmf lhe\ nhwmr terPro n h t much heart
=N o ben wep ed by Cong ss
Alfml)r l\h nizhblh t edt b ycort t, but on G ndh
d cothe loal RedSh t m vem tisto pt t pass eres t
asce pr aples it proct e nd peacefully bsta'n Caoe s
fetn g on whltherfer dm b ghid Th Ittesy
exch eed bt e M thiten nd Cor wee dly rele ed
r t before 1 Ich ( Sml M ntb ten ty decided to en
trut the P ltary v eme and L™ ten nt G r ol
SrRb Loclh;m (:0(‘ aC S uth  Command lnd h
knowsthe It ruell st tkeC s plac rt
upervi e th rydlat et N nhkssllh kue
@ say tht o a poltcsatth nte re o cern d the
peak Tthe Fr t ra’ hy ledyp d

Ocr Bengal fnnh s b partcu! ly dffcult Yhed
mand portf To th Jtenm G cmment  the centre f ¢
hso n Moden Leag e as oo thy g rght he r{ s them
mthe 1 e m Adm at nfrth Vet I gal Congres me
The P pb L gs tie Auembly his tood y [ mally ot d

for Parttn folbhwi g ona mir dn am B agal thee
d ys apo where § hrrwareysm  toaheccanaut mu

Qu ted Pronce f ally di d away before the daf  wr T
th t opreit Pries Sy the wheel t ms f Mocircle  d Con
£ s whoh nanearl~f ge~ rat o had b ot tly opposed Cuer ns
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patition of Bengal now forty years later sponsors the self
same policy

The Leaders have taken a basic decision about their policy
tonards the States it agreeing to the establishment of a States
Department 1 Delht which will deal with all matters of com
mon concern and with the formulation of their final relationship
In the meanwhilc it was agreed that the new Department should
take over cverything short of Paramountcy from the existing
Crewn Representative s Political Department

That Paramountcy after the transfer of power 1s a problem
bristhng with pohtical and legal difficulties has been brought
home to Mountbatten from various discusstons which he has had
during the past ten days with the Leaders with his old friend
Sir Walter Monchton constitutional advser to the Nizam and
with Bhopal and his adviser Sir Zaffrullah Khan* They have
been stressing that what was good enough under the Cabinet
Mission Plan 1s far from satisfactory under Partition which 1s
essentinfly 1 communal solution substituting two strong central
Governments for onc weak one So they were pressing the
<lums of Dominion Status for some of the States

Mountbatten has also scen for himself the paralysis of Princely
sncertainty during his visit to hashmir from which he bas only
mst returned to-day Both Nehru and Gandhi have been very
anxious that tho Maharaja of Rashmur should make no declara
1on of independence  And Nchru hime<elf descended from hash
imin Brahmins has been pressing to visit_the State himselfl to
scek the relcase from prison of his friecnd Sheihh Abdullah now
President of the States Congress  Last year when Nehru visited
the State he v as himsclf placed under arrest by the Kashmir
Government  Gandhis view was that he lumsell ought to pre
prre the way for Nehru  The Maharaja has made 1t very clear
that he does not welcome 1 visit from either Mountbatten suc
ceeded in deferning both wisits by saying he himself had « long
?_hndmg mvitation from the Maharya and would ke to see im
irst

When he got there he found the Mnrharya politically very
clusive and the only conversations that tool place were duning
thair vanous car drves together  Mountbatten on these occa
stons urged him and his Prime Mimster Pandit hat not to make
any decliration of independence but to find out in one way or
another the will of the people of Rishmir as soon as passible
and to announce their intention by 14th August to send representa
tives accordingly to one Constitucnt Assembly or the other He
told them that the newly created States Department was prepared
to gnve an assurance thit of hashmir went to Pakistan this wouldem.,
not be reparded as an unfriendly act by the Gosernment of T
He went on to stress the dangerous sttuation 1in which b

hd Subscqucmlyﬁth‘c“ Foraign Munuster of Palistan
LY

’
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l‘:: All Ind a Congress Comrttee i fa our of the 3rd June
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Plan one can never be quite sure when this volcano of non-
viglence will erupt

I spoke to Devadas Gandhi on the telephone this mormung
asking when he was proposing to call the next meeting of the
All Indra Editors Conference of which he 1s the Chairman  In
the course of the conversation he drew my attention to a Reuters
report from London descnibing the forthcomipg Parliamentary
procedure for the enmactment of Indian Independence This was
nothing more than an account of the traditional ceremomal 1n
both Houses covering the passage of all Bills mto law the i
troductory paragraphs of which were worded as follows The
Bntish Parliament 1 thirty minutes of solemn ceremony will next
month give Domumion Status to nearly four hundred mllion
people of Hindustan and Palistan The Bill creating the two
new nations inscnbed on vellum and parchment will be drawn
from a magnificent wallet embellished with the Royal Arms
colours and gold thread and read to both the Houses of
Parhament

Deuvadas said the reference to the creation of two new nations
had very much distressed his father whose view was that such
1 report emanating {rom Reuters must have Government authonty
behind 1t and that this  two nation  theory was wholly repugnant
to the Congress outlook  In fact it had provoked the Mabatma
mnto 1ssuing a special message at his Priyer Meeting on Monday
in which he had said  The papers to-day talk of a grand cere
momal to take place n London over the division of India into
two natrons which were only the other day one natton  What
13 there to gloat over in the tragedy? We have hugged the behef
that though we part we do so as friends and brothers belonging
to one famuly Now if the newspaper report 1s correct the
Briush will make of us two nations and that with 2 flounish of
trumpets  Is that to be the parting shot? I hope not

Devadas urged me to tahe the earliest opportumity to dmw the
Viceroy s attention to all thns and expressed the hope that Mount
batten might sce his way to mike some private disavownal of ¢
and further that T mught be authonsed to make a discltimer
that would be published He added that his father felt so strongly
about the matier that it could be taken for grinted that he would
ruse 1t it his mecting with the Viceroy to-morrow I spoke [
hope with sufficient survity for I was frankly nmazed that such
1 great man could sce fit to make so much of so noflensne a
story 1 told tum that T was sure much more was being read nto
1t than it could possibly carny

I he reported on the whole thing to Mountbatten whose re e~
action to this hind of p ychologieal pressure i1s very healthy 1 ‘
may perhaps be best summed up as the apphiction of the gwd

—



Mtk

when T get y to mysclf Pat nce a
The vist pl:mned s me t me ahe d and mu regard to!polt
tiol d lopment has i fact turned ut to be ery well tmed
Montgomery has been able to form hs own impre son of the
pr gress o fa made o er the partton of the Ind an Army and
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VICLROY S HOUSE, NCW DELitt W edn sdav 2501 Ji ¢ 1947
AMenill spaket m_ o cry stro gt rms ab t the delay over
any dea on nthe G ror-G n rnl t ¢ and conuder 1t to
bc r {r m anythog ] rank d court y on the part of
who conunues t  play the role of D Iphic oracle and
d: 11 nddles

l ley'n H nn ssy corr spond nt  { the S nday Time and
?' ress, told me thy morm g that J  ahs Secr tary
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t hm b twithth decorat  add non that P kistan's Governor

General must be of Royal blood

VICTROY § HOULSE, NIW petil F id { Tth S e 17
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Nehru on his side secured agreement for the Boundary Com
mission to worh to very smple terms of reference which are to
demarcate the boundares of the new parts of either Provinee
en the basis of ascertaining the conhiguous majorty nreas of
Moslems and non Moslems and in 50 doing to ke nccount of
other faciors  This was a comproonse which met the desire of
both partics—the Moslem League hoping that wide terms of
reference in Bengal would mmprove theur chances of seecurmg
Calcutts and the Congress and Sikhs calling for the inclusion of
propesty and other quelifications to gine them a better chance
m the Punpb

The ongmal intention was to put the veved problem of bound
ary demarcation 1 the hands o? the Umited Nations but Nehru
objected on the grounds that this would invobe cumbersome
procedure and unacceptable delay  Radehiffe s colleagues will be
four High Court Judges on each Commission twe each nominated
by Congress and two cach by the Moslem league It calls for
no special prophetic gifts however to suggest that the onus of
unpopular decision will almost certamly fall on Radchiffe himself
1 am sure Mountbatten has been absobutely nght not to invohe hus
present or future functions mn these Awards

VICIROY S HOUSE NEW Dring Saturduy 2%h June 1947
At our Staff Mecung to-day Mountbatien s attention w15 driwn
10 a leadimg article 1 Dawn casting doubt upon the \iceroy s
methods and smpartiality m the handling of the Referendum
under the 3rd June Plan to be conducted in Sylhet  The com
plant 1s that he has not arranged for mmhtary supenviston sumlar
to that provided in the North west Frontier Province Referendum
Mountbatten was at first aken aback on this pont of fact say
mp My God the fellos s nght! and adding that in the generad
rush of {)usmtss he had not fully appreciated that the Reforandum
was under his s v the same way as n the North west frontier
Proviner  The mphicatons of the attack m Parv n were wholly
msfeading for no wregulanty had occurred or was intended
1 was ginven the somewhat debicate task of explamme to Alinf
Hussun that the matter was being suntably dualt wah Hussain
whose gifts of sell-expression are primardy i terms of invectine
had closed his feading truicle sith the threat that I so san fac
tory ianouncement 1s made witha the nett forty-cipht hours we
shall be compelied to return to the subject and mdulge 1n some
platn speakme This was my opportunity to do the same with
fum st onee I then teok lum an 4 more reasonable frame of
mmd to ste Ceorpe Abell and on the understanding that we
would nit be subjecied to further threats wnd tme hmts By
assured him thit we would Keep hum posted wath the stese
Vigeroy proposed (o tike -~
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£
e parted good frie d It must be confessed h e er fhat
Husum isdo g lttl more th n 5 flect the current h uteur and
ch of h Lead ¢ O ly to-d y Mountb tten rece ed 3
ku from Jinnah why h pr ed the str  ge t reaction 1 h \e
< er he rd f om th usually bland and urbane Ismay
Ttter hesud svhichIvouldn ttk frommy ki gor scnd
to a coolie

VICLROY S 1OUST NEW DELNI Mo d y 30tk Juie 1947

The Partton Conal 1 gly a result’ of Mountbattens
m pratt n has m st surpris ngly  greed wathout del y or d spute
totheproced ref th d so fth Ind n Armed Forces

Gr tprase d btht A h ! k ndIsmay for pro ding
the framework n whch rec nsx tution —as A c¢h 1ck has
hrewdly t rmed n—ca ik pla BtM tbten hmself at
the ertcal mm t h d the g od en  to nject mto the ds
et on Tr ed th G em rc{ Ons:n ho as Sc:r tary of the
Drle ce Department ¢ g th nly Indan cnvil
gervant w th ny cxpcr encc or hgh le el deknce org 1 sation
He coed 11 ce of Nehru and

SrdarPtl swll s mfo) ng lhc d antage of a fong stand g
n endhp thL quat di by intenst  person |
ne~ Ut noerthe pat m:ek h s ucce ded n smoothing the
‘way to conce sbybth & eslt gng mp m

Th bs ponaple adopted 1 th t lnds and P k t n shall
cach hae th r wnt rtres Arm d Forees pr dom antly
n Mostema d M lemrepect ely hcha from 15th August
arctobeund rther wnope t 1 otrol Bothsds hae

hemently td complete miltary nd pe d ce s a con
duon of ettlem nt Jnnah nd L1 quat Al RKh n openly as ert
mpthtthy otp eparcd to take  ¢r th rens of Go emn
ment  tho t the  wn Armd r rcc tn beng

Both des too hay d s brect n to any form of
central sed dmnnm (X3 mrol (lcr th lSlh Agut buth e
Mountbtt h o £ trve d deq cly b ms) lns
th t the adm astrat n of the Armed T ¢y J
vdrAuh 1 ¥ tl1th Prtt n ( peron el and rh)wml
a ts complete Bacflyhe toreman olnd in adm
teemt T {1 mdF cesfrih |mch¢ngud<ra
J ntDefe ce Co al toconsst besd hmelfl fthec mbin d

overn £ G aer 1 or separat G ernors-General and the tw
Delence Min ters

To n d confuson wth ¢t w Commanders n-Ch of of both
Dem Ach I &k Ib clled Supreme Comma der fr m
15th A gmt untt hs t sk s complet d* The taret dt s It
Arrl 194¢ butinth me whle he is to have no respe Ml ty
{ ¢t law and order or ny operatonal co t 1o rany unts say
those 11 tranut from Dem  n to another
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1t has never been possible to iselate the parution of the Indsan
Army from its wider political context  n all the circumsiances
of suspicion il will and communnl clash 1t 15 doubtful whether
human mgenuity could have avorded this tragic pecessty or
achicved a more woshman hike formula

VICLROY'S HOUSE NIw Oristt Fuesday Ist July 1947

The tension wn the Punjab grows as 15th August approaches
A straw in the wind 1s a letter which Auchinleck has recened and
forwarded from a Sikh refugee i Delln  He complams that the
Seventh Sikhs are sull in the Basra area protecung the Persian
osl zone but that during these twelve months tragic events have
occurred n thewr home land which have wpset the munds of our
brave Sikh brothers abroad  When India 1s bemng divsded our
men should be home with therr hinsfolk I trust you will issue
orders for thewr speedy return to thur home befare the August
drama unfolds itself

Jenkans reports that the situation i Lahore and Amntsar gives
ground for grave concern The violence takes the form of scatler
ed but widespread arson and stibbing carnied out by cloak and
dagger technigues wineh are very difficult to suppress by pormal
{;olwc or mulitary action  Having discorered how easy it 1s 1o

urn down an Indag ¢ty the incendinnes are particularly danger
ous Throwing fireballs through windows and skybights and mak
mg full use of roof tops 1nd parrown ety tanes they are almost
unpossible to catch n the act

CHAPTIR LLT\LN

TO §TAY OR NOT TO STAY

VICZROY & HOUSE NI'w pELIt W ednesdan 2ad July 1997
Tontiass D Bositw boague eaders 'ove een swuny
sepiraie rooms at Nieeroy s Howse ponng over the terms of the
Dt Domumons Bl the tle of which madentally has becn
strengthened to that of  Iadinn Independince Bl hamab bad
buen exausing mself from takmp any formal siew about the
Governor Generalship unud he had had 1 chance to scrutinne the
i1l and delyyed his deasion for 1 few mere hours und~r cover
of 1 dewire to consult wath certun close colleaigues who were
emaged on the Referenda \

Jie has at Jonp Ist come clean  and Jinpahs verdsct poes
{avour of Jinna He stll professes te nurse the diusion
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¢ would be poss ble { r Mountbatten t superv ¢ a far Paritf
by r manng in s me steyt sphenie capacty abo ¢ the two n
Heads of Sate Jan h 1dcat d th ¢ he had tak n the deais on
sme ht punsth  dll on the s tnee of h clos frend
b1twoddb ) teresing 10 hnov v ho the  §nend are »
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% th Mavathite og o nt Gov no General must be of pum oy
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Wh n Mountb 1t sked hm frankly vheth r he realy ed wh t
hi dwasion w uld cost the State of crent on Jinnah
cand dly admtt d that © w uld po ably cost sev ral ¢ s of
T opets nosst o bButth the wa  mable ¢ coept any poston
ohrthintht G e General  f Pakstan on the 15th
Acgust N onedhcles he add<d thmt he parteul rly h d
M thttaw uldsty 3G e rG neral of Inda as h
Tihthatthew (dhelprith  bet centhetso Dom n

A cmrgeacy meet ¢ f M ou b tens safft W held at
Imyshu t230th m mng The pupo was 1o consider
1 raus poss bl urses open to th Vo ceroy who o pliced m 2
mtndo addlet st n Imythoght it ad able
frthe tfI¢ xmnethefact fthesut n ndclply ¢
wn rvs nod topro deMa th e wihoby of ¢ady oo
bef w  sposed me! 3t hs wn ooy tably subgea ¢
Teact e

Ji nah has certamnly mant n d the clement of su pen ¢ and
sepreo thy s ¢ thelassmmnt W Hassum dthat b
wo ldbeboundtop { the .l and powersol brme M1 11
tothseof contwtom?!C m Geeml and nitheb is
of th firt s mpt
would want o take ad niage of Mountbttn o8 ¢ mm 0
€ emorCen ral T rthest fr m our th uphts wa what ha »
fxct bk ppened—~Jnn hs <lf elect 0 nd M untbatten  nv (3
U n from Cenp ess 1 ne

Al racar{ulcor &t onthe genenal eonsensus of opnion
w2 that i these LAt reseen ¢ rourg U nces Mo ntbatt n sl uld be
siropgly ad wd t coept the uncond t cnal Congee ¢ offer 10
hm ard rem n on G m rGeneral of th Domnon of
:Rd: The pos b res [ acton seduced themscl es t

(DT spree w0 ¥nnh becomn, Go ermorGeneral |
P ks n,and f £ Mountb tten 10 vay on a8 G em Gener |
of India plote
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(2) To agree to Jinnah becoming Governor General of
Pakistan and to ask Congress to nominate someone other than
Mountbatten as Governor General of India

(3) To devise a formula whereby Mountbatten would be
enabled to remain as Governor General of both Domimons
while at the same time substantially satisfying Jinnah s wishes
to control Palistan

In the meanwhile I have sent a ware to London suggesting that
the Eduor of the Lieming Standard be invited to send a represen
tative out to India to study a few of the elementary facts of the
situatton here  Thas proposal has been prompted by an unusually
rechless prece of Beaverbrookese  The proposition put before
the Evemng Standard readers m 2 leadmg arucle 15 I 1t was
possible to set up two Domunions in India then plainly had the
requsite statesmanship been avadable 1t would have been pos
sible to convert India nto a smple Domumon owing an undisided
allegiance to the Crown  There are adso some shp happy refer
ences to  Balhamisation and  an utterly reactuonary step  and
the whole of our efforts arc denounced as  pohtical auction

What 2 pity that Bewverbrook who genuinely beheves o a
hberl Emprre in the Western and Southern Hemuspheres does
not seern to understand what men of goodwill who also seek a
simulay dispensation are trying to do here an the East

VICLROY S HOUSE, NEW DLLMf Thursday 3rd Iuly 1947

We had our Staff Mecting with Mountbatten this afternoon
and he asked for our views on the Governor-Generalship round
the table one by one  All but onc of us urged upon lum that
the nterests of Inchn Pakistan and Britmin st was bus clear duty
to accept the Congress mvitation Our virtual unrnimrty 1nd the
obvious strength nnd sincenty of our collecine opuman took hrm
by surprisc for previously before being confronted by the firm
reality of finnah s deastan we had taken the view informally and
as individunls that it would be undesirable far Mountbatten to
Tose hus objectine and almost judiciaf status But now 1t 1s cleqr
to us that Jinnah by dentsflying the Pakistan Governor General
stup st himse!f d1s crested a sholly new suatron

When my turn came 1o speak 1 read out the note | had pre
pared I was careful to confine myselfl to the pubhaty implicn
uons of tho three coumes considercd it has been n pobtiend
commonplice 1 wrote  that with the trassfer of power Irkistan
wiuld become the last outpost of Brnush Imperalism and that
the 1nts Britnh bias of Congress would qusedly prevul Congress
snviiations to His Excellency Cobulle and Nye bnoek that entige™
ssm oon the head  From the vew pont of Briush presugpe ot
tremensgdous thing “.’“ Congress at the moment of victory

&

LY
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nty years stngg! v th the Brt h h 1d spo t neou ly
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VICTROY  MOLSt Nrw ofLmg £ id y 4tk J Iy 1947

Mo tmtrnh  today d ert d the cr v over the future of
the Inter m G erm= t by caling n 1l the mrmben-—c:mr-rm

Mesiem e g fke—to resz  and then 1 g them
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3rd June Plan Mountbatten has been subjected to two conflicting
pressures  On the Congress side it s largely a repeution with
greater insistence of Patels complaint You wont govern your
s~If at Jeast let ws govern  To this Jinnahs reaction 1s that sf
any Moslems League Mimsters are removed they will resign en
bloc making 1t clear that they are withdrawing from all co-
operation and washing their hands of the whole Parttion scheme
Mountbatten 1. well aware that any such acton on thesr part
would once agam wreck the prospects of peawe and of Pahistan

Nehru tired 1nd overwought and subjeut th these increasmg
Congress dem.nds to buecme master forthwith i h s ovn house
h1s been on the sesge of resignation on this 1ssuw ner the past
weel  Jinnah first of alf rejected outnieht any formuly wiuch
mvolses the actual banding in of portiolios by the Mestem Levge e
members as beins an nsult to the Io pue  When Mounthatien
«oled a scheme Wnd awwally drafted + Press announcement 1y
meet Ins susceptibibitns undes thes heud n» Jinnah chaneed ho
fround saying thot he wowld re st the <«cheme as sllegal under
the 1935 Act  This gase Maunthatien n uncaae ted opeung (o
on mqury n London he found thit there « s sufhaient founda
ton i hinnihs kgt complant 1y make 1t anp nwable for him
to procend with re enstutution of the Guvernment w wdsance of
the passing of the Act

At the Staff Mceting to day we argued out af great length the
possiihity and consequences of Mounthatien stiiying on beyond
15th August 1s Governor General of the Domunton of India only
W have not 1s 3o sucoceded 1 remving s R G misgnangs
i fears the loss of objective stitus will be a cnpphing handicip
to his usefulness wnd may well dissipate the good will he has won
from Hipdu and Moslem abke

Mountbatien now wants to have uthomtatine adiviee from
London from the hing and Prime Minister downwards before
renching a final deaston He also suspects that the Goversment
miy feel~not unpustfiably—that he has masled them snd put
them n a false posison by over selhing the hikehhood of a jomnt
Gorvernor Generilship

So he has duaded that Ismay should feave for London at ofice
offierally to be avuldvle to the Covernment whide the Independ
ence Bill passes through Parhiament but in additton to secure
cnnﬁdcnmr‘gutdanm ot the hughest Ievel 1s to whether he should
stay on or come home 1 am 1o go 1s welt angd 1 wall use the
apportunity to make 1 paralhl) check on Press and other
{ormhed resctions o the new situatim

wospos  Monday Tih Fub INT
We left Palim sn the Viceregal York on Saturdyy afternoon
touching down at Northoll by ter ume tody My whole vnion .
of Indo Brtesh trnve! his been krcshonmc‘:} by my sequerce
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high speed nnd ¢ n hgher pnonty ﬂ:gh(s ver the p st three
yers. L gl dha never lo ked 1 el rthan_‘vhen e flew loy
© or Be hy Head ‘The ol ffs of Do er and Cala s stood o t s0
learly and close t g ther th t from ten thow and feet they scem
ed (u be part of th same mainland the slnns appe nng as the
cct somemghty n rorgri d h rbour The green [
Engl h felds from thea h soft ¢ 1 ed qualty not to be
fo dimnth d d rk hues of land ashed by mons o
1 may was n splend d form on lh fight Heh th Roman
ttue of eq { im1a H bl ! mi s a perfect fot o
M ntbatt n with his m re mlen e and une en moods  Ismay
had taken ge t pan T cary and s amangd th t
at our van us ) nd ngponu«l\ rch Hbbny Mt —ue
fand~d in good tm f d er a d left 1t a comlortable hour
nth momng H s dthey ney bk to Inda th the
Ho n\b:mcns i M yhad beenan o de the  uld ne er underg
T rtto beat th  lock all lhcy had succeeded n
& : g\u!ph)ngh ewthe ey
lock tl Imy s dosc conferenee w th
lhc anc M n!(er t10 Dmn ng Stret  Th Pnme Mnst ¢
dnot tak 1ngt hth nlus anthatth n addf
cult stual n w0 way lessened bt th  enhanced the ne d
frMo thttnt tayon ninda

LoNpoN  Tuesday 8 1 Iy 197
Alter drn t mmhy Jsmay ant ded  me ing t 10 Down
mg Street wh cﬁ ed bey nd m dnight Mlhough lh:r T
doubt npmcd bo t M untb tten  pe 30 3l post
risng fonth chagef m n arbtral to 4 prl_an status
{‘n teularly 1n the enent £d put bety en the two Domi o ne
fn ter wre g nlly nfaorof Mountbatten accept ng th
Indan offer Autle 1t coms wents f s to say that M unt
bttncold ecthsth gth gh andnoono Isecoldd s
e G mrat wore decply mpr od by th Maotlem Leag e
port for the pr post n wh h I'may was bl t coneyt
them nwnt gfromLiquat Th post n mfct tht
es have 1 w request d M b tten 10 tem 1 on th one

The mor ng the P me Mn ter aall d n the folle ng Op-
postaladn Slshury Memltn B tler d Ct m
Dy ¢ Imyput the p oblem bef re them Lord Samu 1 as
rath r anxou t ¢ the dex wheh he had or zin Ny ex
pee sed t A umb tten my flat of Vicer y pesdng over
th tao Gu emors-Gen rat B t the general ens of th me t
was that such  sugp ton was now too ! te to put nto
p chieandinn yeaselk lytobeun cceptablet th Congres
The Liherals were wh lehe rtedly o fa our of M u th tten
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racton 10 y dong so vl he f vourabl nd sympathet ¢
Tra k O enszd th taf y 17 pe tige stood at o nety when you
1ftmMrch thdno r entoo c hundred and nnety n!
that ny d a9 n you t ke simply on the gro nds that you | d
tken t v ldberegadd g odand s Taent by the Bnu h
g blc Lord Layt n sa-d thit nhr aewln hsdeasion oild

wdly egaded a ~ clfsh  d ambto s act and that t
vould ! amarkingd wnber withthe Brt h Pre of hs
reputaton heh w at ts peak du ng hs vi t to Engl nd n
Decembe tat Th he hd made a cry con d nble
1mpress on

mooaNiya St 4 Oth Jily 1947
Onour x r yback ear tak g sth us Major B lly Short
b ner t fence thihe Skh  He 2 attached
t theCh et™M n dyva tBId Spghsmghth dlt
Dcembr H Tntbeammbr fth Verys taff
uch bt MNbescenddtoad s« Imy ho ha decpand
wilfoondd f bodngs but Skhrect ns nth P b
Short d1phtf Tcompa n amn [ wdehum nsympith es
dof o fsl hily cce t rgnlty for whom Inda
seemst cabthas 1 nd as
Dutwgth fightt ceaganca (ly xm d to svod all un
vea con nence Imay hais dettdtoh dftgble
crtry Ry C napers lp gessrepct lndmlrhl
Todty d)deement Whicticef tt admt M ath tten
£ t per t mph nsec ng the Le d drsem t f
the 3rd P andth sene fmmntryeluns pro
duced b fessed he felt th t we were o r Bech 8 Brook
f tim r d ndnot more thnthat He cferred to the
confd ce ndc mg f g ce hch e bled the Leaders
t dm fromth rmad the immen admnitrati e p bems
the_wer cre tnp
The b ggeat crime nnd (hc hnn( hadche h {1t wa the
it nof th Amd Bt he can tak  most of the
nrdzlrlhcmrrphnuhhhx en ledt cheea
moothtrr 1o Id btwhth amvn elec Idha ebeg n
touncrmbl th ez M e 1y thtruth It tpos hle

omtof hehtheyh  been f sh  od ql'm aded the J nt De
fene Cou ¢l can be kept bengt en that the tr 0 ¢
rqh pment and dm strato f lhe o arme  re on unf rm
d thar they u eco d with nfed polev b (1t

uut the damate fd sect n v.ou!d be substant lly reduced

He was akl to report f ably n the prsent prpre
edh; var us suhcomm tteey dealng wthth P tren f

lhe mamufold asset and ] bltes Thy had meant that the pre
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m ki g x thousand mles by ar a refreshng <wpen nce an
frer th hectctemp fe entsin London veem rg d f uly I my
1o take our part m the vit [T st 1 p of th p lucal transfer
TIn ur b on c¢r s— nd from th reports we recetve
from Mountbatt y hen we ere 1 London the se erest f I
sof 1nits ons t and tmm diat mplcat n —h  been offic ally
d f Ith gh tenst n s stll cut Mountbatten h
reconst tuted lhc Inter m Go ernment so that 1t no amounts T
fi nl Admm t t o frId and
one for Pak stan each dealng th t = busnes and consult
gth th oly nmtte { mm nconcern The ad antag
of the plan vas lhat n ddnot n I y resgn ton f the
M slm
Th ordct ss :d last Saturd y m t  tyf ur hours aft 3
th RylA ttothel dan Independ nce Act f the
Governor-General  ppr th d strbuton of pcnfol os
Nhru dPatel re ith great diffi Ity ecn led to th pew
formula AsfrJ b whn M untbatten pres td th pro
t himhesd yetagan thath w ldgvethemh car
[ul atte t n But thi ttim Mo ntbatten w fo once 1n
tntotlihmthathsy w d dwicewerent eq ed
ashe ntedd nhis w mtt and p blty tos
n  der b ging the new arrangem nts nto force f nhw th
Wth characte tc¢ mg nuty Mountbatten b p pared for
h Staff nd Il the Mn ters nd fi 1 conocm d m the

partit n arr ngements 2 m U tearoff calend r g the day
fth mnth ~ duderst nbold type X Days left lo P D¢
f th T ansfer of P u tl D' Day tsetf d

e
Panton Coun 1! however h's leady tkn the hmt fn
ng sm thly nd k pmg p to sched 1
Mountb ttn nw nth thek fth Statsp blm A
wihh dpimcyprort th 3rd June Pl n, he took th cal
cul ted nsk nd Eersomlly spn r g the T trument of
A es n ng to get all th P nce into th par
r bag whleV P IMdthe p jctt Congres He'em
barkzd wth th a rance f Ptls dear spport g n_n
t ttesmanlk pe hmag t g the nc\ Slalcs Dc
pnment the dy w Ift f L ndon Th
poblm hw e s Hyd bd THh wit g btdlym]l
for .spenal acton M untbatten y he st dy t go th
t nd feels tht the’ nly hnce f scumng a
:easonabl s ttlement  to see th Nzam pe  ally

vxcr.mv's HOUSE NEW DELHI Th: dy 241h J ly 1947
tm t fth dydealng with the |
at Partton C uncl stat m ot whech unce lh u gup
ofaB dryForce nth Pum b P rition areas This pecal
mltary command will cover twle of the f rteen d stricts






118 MISSION WITH MOUNTBATTEN

used ery pon m hs a moury of pers ast n_makm

1t 1 r at the nut t th tm th prop ~d Instrument of Acces

hh Men n hud devised they were beng p _ ded

th poltcal off  from the C ngres wheh ws nt1kly

t berepeat d Indeed stia ntevn fimoff a yet and
the m n ch f tbeng o rstdonhscapacty t pr

d Patl th full bsket of ¢ ptnce H rm dd

them th t aft the 15th August he w uld no 1 ng r be na

ln(medlonlhrbehlf C =m Rpr ntte
rd dth ePr s h ¢ hoping to buld up thcuc n
t of arms th t th eponslhy\ouldbe]kly(ogl
woldn ye b bsolt t rieul  made
wthpef ttm ¢ nd mph sdd (falt ﬁdtsmrk
n\hThuH bn If h d the T tume t of A cesso
s ptd h hadg dra nt thnk th(P'nl:md the
c Id nt merfe th ] ce nu a
ttt frmth K g drDmnn Stt \hch he kne
meant muht thm pn t fth mo d
Inths o thsud bldlbn a 1c fstrnlh
1h el thth P !th n(h ttnhsb nable
to pek t mply Cr nRp tte

btoas an

fth kne F theseh dlzyrl th blo d R yal ca

es(s \m uth ty Th ¢r ofh ms g th fi on
d nth gnt pha Yucannt n

fmm Ih Dommon G mmnt wheh  yuw ghb u ny

m thnyu nrunawavf mth ubjct fr hsew I r

1 cannot imag h eer mo df lta mblyf any
mant h et dde thnth on Her m fet an
udence f her dtay heph rds n the un nviabl post o f
1 tsh p O cag n Muntbttensmriler ngtlent w
s nt ful d ntge Frh somh magdto fetthm
wthh on pomt o th amadpo fdcxn
Inth proceswhatb g asan cca nofhghser T

d el {)ed it one ffippa cy and b nter a Mou tb tten be n
to d th the m ss f quest ns cog nt nd obtuse wh hver
thomn thm

Thu rtam Mah 13y ab nt from hs Stt and fom
Id atths tcatmment ddnt eemt pprat th
mp rt oce ther f com ghm elf to the meet ng even
b fingh Dwn F the nhdbecn sent no mnstruc
ton what Su ly M unlb t sked vy u most kno
yur Rul smnd andca tak a dewson nhsb h if? 1
dontkn wmy R1 mnd the haples Dew nr phed nd

Lord Mountb tten hm If nvetdthe Mhrys fJlapr
and Bkane wthth Gr nd Cross f the Star of Ind (GCs1y
after the tansfr f po &









Airfield Arrival 22nd March 1947 Lord Mountbatten Viceroy

designate on arrival at Palam airfield is introduced by Mr {now

Sir) George Abell to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Mr Liaquat Al
Khan and Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck

o 5~ ’
A\ ¥ Viceroys Meeting 22rd Mgy, .
j\}-x e 1947 Lord Mountbatrey o
/‘( ,  Lord Wavell prect exh oy
N at the top of the
Viceroy s
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C R with Lord and Lady Mountbatten 8 March 1948

Departure in State New Delhi 2ist june 1948 Lord and Llady

Mountbatten leave Government House for the last time




D

G
Id M Awl Ldy M bt dth th i th b kg

1
|
:

{
Hm mgl d 23d} 948 Lf¢t ghteh Dk fEd
L dM thee M Chuy F M f th n
|
1

i






1 f r«aﬁ’r
¥ » 7 &,
f_.._» N __, P ‘m&

| G ah I Jo y 31 § y1948

C mt tRyGht










INSTRUMENT OF ACCLSSION 121

of great distress about 1t all  The result was that V' P rushed
up to Mountbattens bedroom this morming full of alarm

Mountbatten was of course able to cxplain the whole thing
and hopes 1n the next day or so to be able to laugh it off with
the Congress Icaders but he regards the incident as revealing
and points out that if he had not estabhshed clo e relations with
V P and if V P had not felt himself able to go straight to his
bedroom this morming this petty misunderstanding could easily
have developed 1nto a major cnists and may stll mvolve a con
stderable expenditure of time and effort to explain away to the
satisfaction of all

VICEROY'S HOUSE, NCW DELHI Monday 28th July 1947

There was a colourful reception at Viceroys House to mght
1n honour of over fifty Ruling Princes and 1 hundred of the States
Representatives  The splendour of it only seemed to strengthen
the sense of unreality and pathos surrounding the Princely order
1t this time  When unity of purposc was of overnwhelming 1m
portance for them they were to be seen uncasy and obsessed
with their own problems of precedence each anxiously watching
what the other was dotng—and as a Dewan remarked of one of
them  wandening about hke a letter without a stamp

Those of Thair Highness who had not already sigmified their
intention of signing the Instrument of Accession were duly shep-
herded by the ADC.s one by one for a fniendly talk with
Mountbatten He n his turn passed them on i the full view
of the company to VP who conducted them across the room
to sec Patel There were Maharajas three deep in a semi-circle
watching this process

One vcteran Prince was heard to remark  ‘Whos HE. getting
to work on now?  Craning forward to sce he added with relish
“There s no need for hum to work on me Im signing tomor
row! Tay overheard the following exchinge between an old
Prince and a young one  The old Prince ashed  How are things
1in your State?  The young prince replied  We have been hang
trouble in onc plice {which he named) but we hnve reached
settlement now We have trouble everywhere  the old Prince
ewlumed  but T dont et 1t reach the stape of a settlerent

VICEROY S HOUST  NEW nrisnt Woednesdsy 30th Julv 1947
Mountbatten left at first hight this morning for Calcutta where
tic 15 to make a rapd Iast muinute suney of the cntical situation
there
Durmg the bnef lull provided bg his absence T have today
had my long p omuscd intervaes with Gandht arnving at midday
for an appointment at his home arrong the Untouchables in the
Bhangy Colony
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1 f und him on a platform raised a few mches off the gro nd

a d reposng on som cushio 3 th a very large bolster at hs
bac Durmg ou convers t on wo secr 1 nes cam 1 lently
nd b hay d as w 1 tra ped acolytes a e expect d to do

As I nt red Gandhi sad smlingly You 1! not expect me
togtup ITwa oﬂ red ch ir but I cho e—almost sub n

ouly—t stdwn slgedmfrotof hm I bgan by
recll g tht the last lrn Thadth p legeofmet ghm
vas seventeen ye s go whn I was a boy t Westm ter
ic!:xool H had com v ry unexpect dly to spe k to us and ‘;’Iﬂ

xemcmbe edth occ se a d dded th t he had been nv ted by
ry kiod Canon 1 xemllcd thtty dys flerw ds
L d lhl fax bd Is om to the Sch ol to add ess us and
that n that ye r f the Irw n Gandht P cf the bd g memory
ofthe 0daltrm n hcheachh d poken fth othr
Bthhadleft n u ch Iboym dsth mpe on (hat hcre
thees nt | h man god U fr m whch ge un
ment could spnng I as erycl et LodHIfxm ( os
dy Gan dlmotv((lly ntthtl mnotscno
I d lhtlhad;usl come b ¢k fr m Lond thre I hd
s te edthelnd nl depend co BIl pas lh ugh both H ses
of P t It kth ntop G ndh with th e
opes fth Hans rds ith se Deb |:s~a gcs! r th t se med
t pleaehm—ndde part la attetont Lod Smuls
tbt tohmmth Lods Hes dh hdntcdit andtht
it \a very k dof bimt ha e m do thes rem rk  He had
co sp de e wlh Lod S muel a d in the
argumnl. dSm 1 had been m s nough to dmt
hmself in the v rong  That Gandhl bsencd ws veyg o
$gn m a man
Turning t the gen al stu ton ar g fr m the Act he s d
th t wthth ting off of Brit h dom at nthe mott men
dou re p nsbilty had been th osn upon th Conges le drs
whohdb nbrought p n lyaf Jkis frpec and
no had the ast re ources faStt tthe dpol Bth
G ernment need d t breth g pace nvhchtoest b
Ish thems les H rcgard d Partton asanevl b t was ady
t dmtthtout f vl ould om g dif nlyth t Gov
emmnts wuld plyf r sthe h thr Tsadtht tv s
not mply lhe rut e ofl d tht a atstke buttht fthe
vhote of A unt es f So th-east As 1n partcul r
“e elo kng ( Ind:\ and the Chuese ¢ il war o ly enh ¢ d
14 e ce He agreed mphatcally ‘Th
wh l w rld hesad lo kingto s Inda sunder the m cro-

When Ttumdt my partcul r busine  nd nte est here—
the Press—I m nto ed the ne d for Indan p pers to b gin
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taking 1 world view and for Indian journalists to gamn new ex
penience I overseas 1ssignments  He apreed that the need exast
cd but this particular contentton inspired him to take up a
favounte theme of his  There 1s  he sud  a dangerous tend
ency for Indians to look to others for sahauon We must }eep
our self respect and help ourselses  Look at the cse of medi
cine and doctors I do not know of a single Englishman who
has come to India for treatment but onc 1s always hecaring of
Indians going abroad to be treated by this or that fimous Euro-

an surgeon It s not night that Indin should only be 2 place
or Indians to dic in There are many splendid surgeons nclud
ing Dr Ansart  Admittedly  he added muschievously Dr An
sirt 1s concerned pnmarnly with rejuvenation and offering one the
chance of becoming thirty agun and having a harem!

The corc of his argument was that with Indi now having won
her poltical freedom 3t was the duoty of Indians to show their
futh and pride 1n their country not anly by words but also by
deeds  They had to realise that the amemties and assets which
they had assumed were the monopolies of the outside world
were not anevitably so at all  This was the real challenge of
Indian Independence

VICEROY § IHOUST NEW ortHl Friday Ist August 1947

1 ws given an account of to-day s Juncheon at Viceroy s House
to severl of the leading Princes ~ After paying their bread and
butter respeets to Therr Exceliencies they ran the gauntlet of
ATICs who helped to form virtual Aye and No lobbies
on their atttude to Accession Tatinla and Bikaner entered into
the smirit of the thing by passuing through the No lobby and
then roaning with Iaughter

Apart from IHyderabad and hashmir which present speaal
problems Mountbatten s advice 1s having 2 deasne effcet and
only two or three of the semor Princes scem 1o consider there
15 any advantage or ment n holding out agaunst Accession
Unfortunately Mountbattens friend Bhopal 1s the leader of this
sroup whech ncludes hits clase and important neighbour the
Mahar of Tndore  As the ablest Mostem Prince 1 would guess
he 15 not verse to ph;]mg an mmportant role in the higher pol:
tics of Pakstan He has for some time been one of Jinnahs
closest advicers  Unhappily for lum  his State 1s predomunantly
Hindu and an the heart of Indian territony

The burden of work fallinp upon Mountbatten and his staff
«ccms if anvthing to increase as each day brnngs us nearer to
the transfer of power 1 have enough Pullic Relations and Press

oblems calhing for ymmedite decision and implementation to

ecp a whole Central Ofice of Information busy  Very carcful
thought has to be puen 1o the planning of the elborte cere.
monial 10 Karach and Delly  Jinnah has rased difficulties 1bowt "a

K
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the deg ee of precedence t be c¢c rded to M untbattn n
Kar ch on 13th Augut It has been polt ly but n n theless
firmly m de clear t him tht H Excellencys styil be n
hs capa ty 2 Vcer y and any propesal that b hould st
blowinnh tthe specx \ megtmg of th L gislat ¢ Assembly
1s ther fo ut of th

My ta ks nclud subm s n f drafts f r th K pgs mes ages
toth tonew Domun ns  d asstance i polsh g the te ts
of M untbattens f rm | Addeses to th tw Legsl v As

mbie vhch Wi 1 d1cate problems of emph s Moum
biten Vv uld pefe to sp & thout & ¥ not ut
Npealedupn hmt dmt omewhat grudgmgly lhat thu

uld be nappr pr t¢ on ch hstorc nd formal on:

wththe oldsPes nd ad pckng op evrywod

VICEROY § HOUSE NCW pELHI T ed y Sth 4 g t 1947
F flownp today P riiu n Councl and Jont D fence Coun
I m tngs Mountbatt n was 1 secret con lav w th Patel
Jonbh nd Ly gquat hv g ¢ eded t ntr duce them t an
officer of the now d pl ted P mab Cnimn 1 In  tig tion De
prm tsnt down by Jenkns t gv hma ebl eport
Th:g fi rtidofvr us tatement m dcbymlgatosotd
t b nces arrested fter e dents These nterr g ton and m
telligence f m oth r s ur es mplcat d the Skh lead s n
nmbr fsbotage pl ns nclud ga pl tto ssassnte Jn b
d _ ngth State d e t the Ind pendenc cel brat ons in Kar
chi next k JYnonah and L quat mmed ately demanded the
arest f Tara S gh nd othr Skh Jead rs P tel h wev
was str ngly nppcscd to thls cou se rgumg that it would only
P cp bey nd control
lbatt n sad hc was prepared to supp rt the rrests
but cnly if the a thorites n the spot felt th t thi would be a
wise step He hag ther € 1 written off to Jenkm to con d r
ith Tn nd Mude the G mors desgnte fth Fast
and W t P\m] bs as  matter £ ugency the de rablty f
testing T 1 Snph and b more h theaded © lteag es shortly
bef re the 15th Avgu
Mo ntb ttn h a very hgh omnon of Je kans wh has
held the f t1 the Punjab u der ndt ns of mtol r bl stran
nd slander No man ¢ uld ha e d ne m re t preserve tbe
last vestges f ode n the dstract d Pro mee He d erv
but s far fom rec vng th grattude of both sdes {1 hs
unr mttmg 1b urs

St Frana M de Gov mor of S d untl th tr nsfer of
powe Subsequ tly acc pted an n tat n from Mr Jun h
tosrv a th frst Govern r of We t Pungab
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VICEROY § HOUSE NCW pLLM1 Thursday 7th August 1947

We have our highter moments The Minutes of the sixty
cighth Viceroys Stafl Meeting held this evening begin as fol
lows Ttum 1 Astrology The Viceroy suid that he had just seen
Mr Mangaldas Pakwasa the Governor Designate of the Central
Provinces and suggested that he should go down on the 13th
rather than the 14th August to start taking over from Str Fred
crick Bourne thus enabling Bourne to leave to become Gover
nor of East Bengal by the 15th  Mr Mangaldas Palwasa had
stid that this was out of the question on astrological grounds
The Viecroy romtcd out th1t there was a complete lack on his
staff of high level advisers on astrology This would be reme
died forthwith HE the Viceroy appointed Press Attache to the
addition1] and honoriry post of Astrologer to the Gosernor
General

Following the Staff Mecting 1 met the cause of my astrological
appomntment  Mangaldas Pakwasa at a small lunch party given
by Vallabhbha Patel to which Fay and I were mvited  The
occasion was informal In addition to Pakwasa and oursclves
there was only one other guest an Amenican visitor Mr Dail
Shankar Patels Private Secretary who was 1 contemporry of
muine 1t Oxford and Mamben the Sardars devoted one mght
almost say dedicated daughter brought the lunch party up to
seven  Patels home 1s nearly mext door o Nehrus and s f
anything smaller and cven less pretentious than the Pnime M
ster s residence

It 12 a commonplicc to draw the pohtical contrast between
Nehru and Patel who after the transfer of pawer are lhkely to
provide India with a wvirtual duumvirate but the sanations 1n

reonality and appearance are hardly less stnhing Dressed in
15 dhott Patel conjures up the vision of 2 Roman Emperor in
his togr  There are m fict Roman qualities about this min—
admunistrative talent the c:\pacn}y to tale and sustamn strong de
asons and a certun seremty which invanably accompamies real
strength of chareter

1e Iachs Nehrus world reputation and world outlook and he
has deliberately confined himself to the tasks thit msohe <ur
veillanee of domestie politics  Here his powers and responsibr
liies are s wide as they well can be they include contral over
2] Government Information Internal Secnnty the Pohice and
1ast but not least the vital problem of relations with the Indan
States  The completion of his Accession pohiev should bring
into the Indinn Donunion more citirens than wiil be It to ot
through the creation of Pakistan for (excluding the twenty ml
lions in Hyderabad and Kachmur) there are <ome ninety mulhen
States subjects imvolved  which s consderably more than the
popution of Palistan  he alse holds in his hands nearly all
Congress patronape  This as a formudable concentration of per .
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sonal power under any regme In spte f all these preoccupa
tions Patel b a shrewd grasp of Ind as strateg ¢ position 1n
the world at large

ty as he was to<d y he 1 indeed the embodime t of
the gentl  Hind full of bene ole ce a d smiles He w 8 1
t ested to h ar my first-ha d account of th pas ng of the In
depend n Bl Lond d 1n the course of conversation the
general suby t f pe hmakng cr pped up He and Mamb n
I phd when I askd whether h njyd m king pee h
Manbn omnd g me tht her father wa gre t tr m

gho t most of the me | M ben who is on the msd
of a!l th d offict 1 and t psecrt ot ttes rm  dth
Int acolytc De d n lhe auslere smpl aty of h r Khad
and ‘e nng at h r t bunch of keys she gave
th smpress n I an clﬁc en! and h lly bs rbed comptrol!
of th domestc h
Nearly lith T4 n le der res ro ded by women mem
be ftherfmly hth as ves s te daughters Wh
evercise n t mly eflnftl nceonth rca s
com o ttoInda nd th nawve lmpn.'s o that Indan v umen
w ecompl tly bmerged nd h d no say trstmmt
ters £Stt Ths tt nly not th the summt f
afft s M s Fatm J h Mrs anyalakshm P dt Begm
Liaqu t Al khn nd Mrs l\r pal n I roidable per o 1
te hoeambtonsad ts me sure up to th s of ther
respcct vem of 1k Not all fthem w 1d be ontent to  mar
tly in the bckgr nd s Manben bt it 15 doubtful
whelher the nft of any of th m 1n their respecti  house
ds xce ds hers v th h father
Mcre ver Lady Mo ntbatten h I kno b n deeply m
pr d by hercontct wthInd n wme i th whiefild
of socal s vic  Not_only ther capablt s outst ndng
butthyaecastng of th h ckles f bordnat status An
smportant € cet € Ind n Indepe dence s th emancpot n of
Ind n w men Lady M thattens 1 dershp t this time 19
gt g a great fill p to this 1 be ting pro

VICEROY'S "ouss NEW DILH! Fnd y 8th A g + 1947
Moumban h  had 1 reque s to bro deast to Am nca
en one lEmpo 1 (hal he huld h1d eryth g to wist
the US.A. sth starguest tabgPr sspon edcon nt

Inv w [thetrem d s pre upon h's ime nd energ ¢
1t has been nmec s y autom tically to tum d wn  1I requ s
but  my d coheh agreed tospeak na pemal progr mme
v.hch 5b g F o deast 1b gho tthe Untd Stats to ele
brt the second ann sty of VI dy dwil 1 de the
vecorded v ¢ of the lead '8 ct pe ly all the Unted N tons
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Although he will be on the air for only threo minutes I feel
this presents v splendid opportunty to drine home the double
meamng of the 15th August He ashed me to prepare him n
draft which he has substintinlly aecepted

After approving the claborate arrangements for lum to broad
cast a recording of his message from his study  his words were
beamed from Al Indin Radio vin the BB C to Amerier for
actual transmission on the ISth Two years apoe todiy , hoe
declired I had just returned from the Potsdam Conference nnd
was 1n the Prime Minister s room 1in 10 Downing Street when tho
news of the Japanese surrender came through  Hete as I apeak
to you to mght in Dellit we are celebrating an event no less
momentous for the future of the world—Indins Independence
Day  In the Athintic Charter we the British and Americans
dedicated oursclves to champion the self-determination of peoples
and the independence of nations  Butter experience has taught
us that 1t is often casier to win 4 war than to achicve a war nim
so let us remember August 15th—=V J Day—not only as the cele
bration of a victory but also as the fulfilment of & pledpe

VICEROY S 110UST NCW DLINUE Saturday 9th August 1947

At our Sff Mecting to-day we had a full discussion on the
Punjab ensis Over and above reports from Jenkine of a most
scrious siturtion an the boundary aren and urpent requesta from
him for more army air and police reinforcements Mountbtten
was confronted with a Public Relations problem of some mapni
tude which had a direct beanng on the munteninee of morale
and order

1t 1s rumoured that Radehiffe wilt be ready by this evening to
hand over the Award of the Punpib Boundary Commission to
the Viceroy  Following the expected but none the less complete
fulure of ¥m Hindu and Moslem collergues to seach any aemb
Jince of apreement Radeliffe under the terms of reference linn
had only to consult lumsell  Responability for publicytion how
ever rests with the Viceroy  Mountbatten from the outset had
given his st the most expheit directons that they were to
have no contact whatever with Radchffe while he wis enpyped
on his difficult and dehicate arbitral tuk and has himeedf kept
clear of him after the fint welcome  We had accordinply nao
firm knowledpe how far or by what route he had procecded

Varous points of view about publication vere put forward
On dmimsstritine prounds st 4 as arpued that esrlieet psyyl '
announcement would be of belp 1o Jenkine and v ould erab e
f1st minute troop movements to be made into the alle~ted nres
10 advance of lﬂc transfer of power  Alteeratisely 1t was sty
gested that m so far av the Avard won'd mnoany oe be torod
o tou b T trouMle 1 het dretore! s~ st woutd ts om Qe

1°h Avgus o foanttatten sud that #f he could exeroine tamn 77

N
A
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«dscretion m th matter he vould much pref r {0 postpone
appe rance unl afier the Independence Day cefebr o feel
g that the pr blem of ds tmag  sreally n of Asy hology
wd that the contr  ersy and gref th t ¢ s bound to ar us
on b ih sides hould n't be all w 4 to mar Independence Day

Withths 1 1 wh liy concur aad vould go further and ay
RJINY A rdt prec de or com de with In
dependenc Doy w wid be to r & destr yng at  ue stroke the
h le symbolc gaficw c¢ f freedom to Hindu Moslem aud
Skh lke Thelndan foltyfrirendhpenbes sly
frutrated b3 xpect 1on  nd e r ment alik m ke the mar
gn betwe 0 b ppn s and m umng dang r usty narrow  Th
condtonofh fysthat ¢ houldb u confind ndthth
showld h ¢ temp 1y s pr from bs eternal § s
No fin  decss © wa tak n € our meeung 1o day and Ab I
va astricted furth ¢ t3 dscuss the tmng probl o wih Jen
fany  To underdn the nd pendemt ttus of th cmms »n
Mountbatten de ¢ d that th” anno nceme t hen ! as m d
hould not be 1 th f monnyg &
Hous  but hould b publi fied Gazert Extra rd nary
Jenkins B s fismly ¢ § ot d any sugge { on that the S kh leaders
hould b rrested befs  I5th Augut H has advs 4 Mount
S flen th § he thoronghly dscus d the ugg ton wih Mude
and Tr ved and th y were 2H unanmon 0 recomm nd ng th t
sub tmest wuld b m  Ikiyt  ndanger thn oimpr e
the peent p warous tut Al three h d ther { re decd
<d that n atrests should b mad  Mountb ft nfeels th t s he
hasamang d i d ewthIan h inthe State proces n & &
s the octason m nt ned for th po ible attempt on Juan b
1f he can actepe ther decs n wihout p tson } ¢ proach

VICEROY 8 HOU € NEW OCLRM T esday 2210 A gut 1947
Three day bha pasdsnce th first wamn g and the Award
s st not re dy At th aft noons St ff Meetng—our teven
4 th and probably th 1§ t—-Mountbatten agr ed 1 1ew of th
uncertainty nd ou  mpend ng o porture for Narach th t § fn
Chr te nd I should cali on R delfle mm 4 1 ly to find owt
~bnvemght xpetth A ad t be nthe Viceroys hands
Frth d mtonof v tay n Delh R delfl 1g nth
Compt Mers Hous neh ¥ gletnte wh ¢ he old
wrkmtalat . Chr te ad } hurrs sg ound &t ey bt
notce arr edt 8Bpdth th wa % ngag for daner Wheg h
apprared on the sene t w s lear thy wr it rv v would
nibeaneasyons and that b wa jut muchal o b
propricties of the stuat naswe ¢ H epandthatb th
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the Punjab and Bengal Awards were complete and ready but
that the Sylhet Award was not

It sccmed therefore that unless Mountbatten was to make a
major 1ssue of the matter 1t would be physically very difficult
for all three Awards to come into his possession before his return
to Delht on the evening of 14th August or for the texts to be
prnted and available before the 16th—Independence Day asell
being 1 national holiday We returned at once to Viceroys
House 1nd advised Mountbatten of the posstion who was greatly
rehieved to have this ready made solution at his disposal

CHAPTER THIRTLEN

INDEPENDENCE DAYS

COVIRNMENT HOUST KARACHU Wednesday 13th August 1947
MOUNTRATTTN LEPT FOR Karachi this moming to perform his
Tt officinl duty s Viceroy of a umted Bnush Indin  This 1s
appropnately enough to convey Iis Majestys and his own
greetings to the new Dominmion of Pakistan on the ¢ve of its in
ception  As we stepped off the awrcraft Their Excellencies were
prected by Hidiyatullah the benign Governor clect of Sind There
was also the usual bevy of photogriphers  As they drove off 10
Government House Co!oncr Birmic Jinpah s Military Secrctary
told Mountbatten that he had been given information of a plot
1o throw 1 bomb at hinnah during to morrow s State procession
and that there had been discussions as to whether to cancel the
drive or alter the route  Jinnah howeser had taken the view
that if Mountbatten was ready to go through with the drve
then so was he  Mountbatten at once agreed that there should
be no chinge of arrngements

Jinnah and Miss Jinnah were awaiting the Mountbattens in
the cntrinee hall which had been decked up 1o ook just hike a
Holl{\\ood film set and all four were subjected to takings and
re talangs under the dazzling hight and wzzling heat of the are
lamps 1 made contict with Colonel Malih the Gosemment
Informatien officer 4t the Palice Hotel and met some of the
Toreipn carrespondents who were rather entical of the Naracln
procccdmm to dite  Seme argued that Nounthatten had been
msulted by Jinnah net bemng at the awrfield to meet um but |
at once c\Thmcd that 1 w-s sure Mounthatten did not consider
that there had been any laek of courtesy or breach of ctiquatie
mvolved At yesterday’s Constituent As embly there had
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they sad an atmosphe e of complete subs rv nce with every
one vyng to utd ey ryone lse n verb [ prostrafion before
th Quade Azam

In n wer to my explicit inquires Malik gav m clearly to
under tand th t Jmnah 2 n t'p posing to m ke any set peech
for pubtcat n at ton ghts banquet and T ad ed M uatb tten

ccordmglg Im gne my surpri ¢ when tovard th  nd of the
bnqut bfr all th asembled notablties O>mprsing nt
nly the P kstan elt but far from n ghgbl nucfens of a
Dplom tt Corps Jmnah 1 se djust d i mono le and b gan
rad g with defbert od m what [ b ued emphay  from
a ets pt The peeh turned out t b one of ¢ niderable
poltieal s gnificance m paricular £ £ ts o dal referen ¢ to
th new Domin n futar rlatonhp with Brtan and to
M untbatten cont buton to the cr ation f F kistan

If Mountb tten felt ny d m y at be ng caught ntbs ¢ to
cal ambush b rtamlydd mot h w t and by a fine feat of m
pro sat ng veth unpres n of bemge enm r w rd perfect
thanth Qu d Azam wth h note Fo ten mnuie the ap-
popint phr ¢ and thughts lo d f m hm wm sm oth
equn e sa n raconteur and hs inform I but quick
Br g el guence s de lly dapted to after-dmner pee h making

This % not the oniy hazard trumphbantly sum ust d to
nght Abut qurtr £ nhurbefore ey r afl due to
take ur pl ces tdnn y ung Li utenant Abs o wh s firt
day t wa 5 ADC to Junh foll ng hs t nsfr from
Veer ys H use dsco 1 d that thr ¢ dstingush d guets t gh
vp nth tbl planbdfaddtoarry BH Bine nd the
wr tch d ADC s were thus Ieft wth th decson vheth ¢ to
Jeav gapsn bgh place r undertake ther 1+ n of the s atng
planth ugh ut With stout r sol  th y chose the latter  rs¢
Mountb tten and Junah  r tone d ed of th diemma
and play d their part in the ope at on by mamtamn ng p p and al
m U talk f r o er half an hour whle the staff m de fevensh
tea r ng m ot

Afte dwnrwewer megd halrgrrecepton and to an
acc mp iment { soft dr ks and swe t must played by b nd
of beard 4 wa tior 1 kit the p rty ran ts ppowt d course
Co sde ing what Tay behad 1l th 'ara gem nts—the b rred
1 tououte 1 alof many offi al th craton fa G vem
ment nd gime almost o emght—th 1 ¢ pt n was an ad
mnstt 4t etrumph  Jin h lum If as the ho t and her of the
ocason was an al of Imost lnely figu whihmyth e
hilpedt createa mewh tsubdudatm phreatth h trc
mment Hewa t be en wthhssl rhar ud mm ¢ fat
white ashke  t W ring abov most of hs guets a d talk gt
wery few of them They for thir part dd not pr sume to
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bulton hole im  Here indeed was the apotheosis of leadership
by remote controf

I had never dreamt that the creator of amation at the moment
of reaching the prormised land could when surrounded by his
devoted followers™ be 1t such a distance from them Finding him
standing alone I spoke with hum for a few moments 1 tried
19 find smitable words of congratulation but they died away be
fore his mood of preoccupation almost of reverte

GOVERNMENT HOUST, } ARACHI AND GOVERNMENT HOUSE
NEw pontll Thursday Fniday I4eh 151h August 1947
Accommodation at Government House Karacht as stnctly
Iimited ‘The number of VIP s here for to-days ccremomes hag
taxed Dill Birmies resources to the utmost Housing and hotel
shortage 15 acute  but by dint of dispersing and doubling up we
were all successfully accommodated
We were up carly this mornming for the ceremomes at the
Legislative Assembly T arnved about half an hour before Jinnah
ind the Mountbattens passing tlong part of the offieint route
Neither the seale nor the enthusiasm of the crowds was anything
Nike as great 15 I had expected It did not seem to be on a higher
itch than some nnnual opeming of Pathhament  In the grounds
acing the Assembly however with ats small semi-circular shell
shaped chamber every avalable inch was occupied  The Mount
battens as they drove up were gnen the same cordial reception
as the Jinnnhs who had arnised a few minutes ahead of them
Cordiality too was the key note of both Mountbattens and
Jinnah s speeches and of the reaction o the assembled Members
The precedence problem died a matural death  Lady Mountbatten
pressed Miss Jinnahs hand affectionately as hinmah sat down
aflter giving his addreess
If Jinpah s personality 13 cold and remote at also has a Mg
nehie quality—the sense of leadership s almost overpowening
He makes only the most superficial attempt to disgusse himself as
a consutntiont] Governor General and one of tis first acts after
putting his name forward wis to ﬁr‘pls for powers under the 9th
Schedule rther than Part 11 of the 1935 Act which pave him
a1 once dictatonal powers unknown to any censtitutional
Governor Generdd representing the hong Here indecd s Eake
<tans hing. Emperor Archbichop of Canterbury  Spealer and
Pnme Minu ter concentrited into one formidable Quud-<c Arwm
The proce*dings were over within the hour and Jinnnh and
NMounthitten drove back 11 Siate topether  Onice agun the preet
mgs of the crond apart from <ome fornyleds of il us salors
of the Pikistin Ny and the o utl cxartement of children were
decorous rather than eostaic As they turred in at the pates of
Government Hotse Jinnsh put lus hind on Mountbatten « Lnee

and sad with evdent emotten Thank Ged 1 hase brought you .
!(
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tryst with destiny and now the ume comes when we shall redeem
our pledge not wholly or mn full measure but substantally At
the stroke of the midmight hour when the world sleeps Indin
will awake to hie and freedom

Weary but happy having escaped from the grectings of tre
mendous throngs Prasad and Nehru finally arrived  In the hittle
scene that ensucd friendship completely burst the bounds of for
malty  The Press correspondents flanked the room photo-
graphers stood on the circular table  Although Nehru had given
approval that the Press should be there I think he must have
forgotten that he had done so  Whether 1t was the presence of
an audience or just the normal reaction after the great scenes
m (tIhc Assembly neither of them seemed to know quite what
to do

Finally Mountbatten and Prasad stood facing each other wath
Nehrut haif siting on Mountbatten s desk between them  Prasad
began murmurnng a formal invitation However he forgot his lines
and Nehru played the role of bemign prompter Between them
they cxpluned that the Constituent Assembly had just taken
over and had endorsed the request of the leaders that Mount
batten should become the first Governor General  To this_mes
sage he smilingly replied 1 am proud of the honour and I will
do my best to carry out your advice 1n a constitutiontl manner

Thercupen Nehru handing over a large and carefully address
cd envelope sud 1n ceremonious terms  May I submit to you
the portfolios of the new Cabinet?  The ceremony was all over
mn less than ten minutes but there was more humanity and hope
i this unrehearsed encounter than in most of our Te Decums
and victory parides

1 was once more alone with Mounthatten. Just to satisfy s
cunosity 1nd remind himself of the exact names of the Govern
ment to which he had previously agreed and which he would be
sweaninp in n 1 few hours time he opened the large envelo
but he was not to sec his Prime Mimster s submission that night
for by sublime oversight Nehrus envelope was empty

COMRNMEINT HOUSt NEw oristt [riday ISth Aucust 19497
I doubt whether it will be piven to me to lne through 1 more
cronded or memorable diay than thas
At 8 10 the trumpets and the scarlet 1nd rold which had herld
ed in twanty Viceroys summoned the State entminee of the nenly
created Earl Mountbatten of Burma into the Durbar Hall the
first Governor General of the free Indin The strangeress of this
great occasion vy not 1n its pants of contrast with Mountbytten <
evrhier Vicerepal nstallation but an ats estential umilanty to the
Narch ceremony  Now  of course st was the function of an
Indian Chief Judice Dr hama to admrster the Oath to the
Governur-General and fur an Irdian Secvetary of the HHome

At
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Trumins message—a Japse which was remedied only after Dr
Grr‘:xxdy the Amgnc:m Ax:’nsbassador had expostulated mn 2 loud
whisper

To the usual accompamment of photographic barrage, Mount

' batten then rose to address the Assembly He began by readmng

out the kangs message which was corcially received and then

\ proceeded 10 speak with far more emphasis and spuit than he

usually does when he has to keep to a script Although the
words had been carefully chosen their underlying sincenity quick-
ly drew the sympathy and applause of the packed Assembly
References to the success of the Accession policy to his reguest
to be regarded as one of yourselves and to the leadership of
Nehru and Patel were all acclumed  But his solicitude for
Gandn drew the most prolonged cheers and 1t was some time
before he could proceed

In appearance he looked magmficent but approachable As
one Indian put it His gift for friendship has tnumphed over
everything Tt was psychologically sound for hum to stress that
he would definitely go when tus work was completed in Apnl He
also succceded 1n ‘convincing his audience that no pressure would
be put upon them to stay within the Commonvwealth They were
entirely me to make their own choice Many told me afterwards
how delighted they were that s speech had been so substantial
That it was m cffcct a policy declaration undoubtedly came 1s a
welcome surprise

Prasad followed with a long address which he spoke first 1n
thind) and then i Enghsh  In both Inguages he was almost
maudible  Of the Congress elder statesmen Prasad 1s 2 moderate
by conviction and temperament  Where some of his colleagues
may be lured into the purswit of dialectical points beyond the
bounds of good sense or self interest Prasad rarely mdulges im
sclf 1n outbursts or over statements  To day he spoke from the
heart Let us gratefully acknowledge  he said  while our
achievement s in no small measure due to our own sufferings
and acnfices it 1s 130 the result of world {orees and events and
st thouph not least 1t 1s the consummation and fulfilment of the
historic tmditton_and  democrtic 1deals of the Brtish ace
After tnbutes to the Mountbattens s representatives of that rice
he added  The petiod of domunition of Britan over Indin ends
to dvy and our rehlmnsh:r with Bratun 1s henceforward gomng to
rcﬂr on a basis of equality of mutual good will and mutual
prefit

After the speeches the National flag was unfurled on the Coun
al House and 1 salvo of thirty-one guns was fired The Mount-
baltens drive home was only the second of several tumuliuous
ndes dunng the diy and all the way bick to Government ouse

the cries of Jai Hhind  were mixed with  Mountbatien ki
and cven  Pandit Mountbatten®™!

P
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that he could neither get on with tis joumney nor get off his
machine Fay Marjorie Brockman and Pamela Nicholls were
all trapped between the stands and the dais but cheerful people
shouted  Make way for the memsahibs' Fay finally reached
the BBC recording van where Wynford Vaughan Thomas was
frintically engaged on one of his most vivid and spectacular out
side brondeasts He told me afterwards that it was the greatest
crowd scene he had ever witnessed

Suddenly the cheering swelled into a roar and from where I
stood T could just catch a ghmpse of the A D C s 1 white follow
ed by the fluttering lancc pennants of the Governor Generals
Body Guard then the Governor Generals carpage and more
Body Guard The carnage and escort mowvng fitfully at last
reached a Kmnt about twenty five yards from the flagstaff I
could sce the Mountbattens standing up waving to the crowd
which was cheering and waving back at them Nehru made some
Iast frantic efforts to call for order and clear 1 Dttle space but
fus pleas were 1n vain so there was no alternative but for Mount
batten to stay i his carnage, and while the flag was being
hotsted take the salute from there

Just as the flag was unfurled hight rain began to fall and a
rainbow ngpc:\rcd m the sky matching the saffron white and
green of the flag  If Hollywood had added this last touch we
would all have complained that once agam they were overdoing
1t as it was 3t would seem to provide a drmatic omen to refute
the gloomier astrologers I must confess 1t would have taken a
man of 1ron sceptiaism to be unimpressed by such an augury at
such 1 moment

Mountbatten s return journcy to Government House was the
fina] triumph of friendly informality  Nehru was unable to get
back to his car so Mountbatten pulled lim into the State car
rage where he sat on the hood En route four women 1 child
and a Press photographer 1n grave danger of being crushed
under the wheels were duly rescued by Mountbatten and joined
the party helping to swell the numbers in the carrage to tuelie
~shades of Curzon and his Durbar!

Then as grand finale to this histonc d1y we repured to the
State banquet at Government House which was attended by most
of the Cabinet Diplomatic Corps and miitary and asvilian
leaders  One or two of the Pninces who {elt unersy about their
degree of precedence when in the company of members of the
new Gosernment were the only notable absentees The climax
was reached when Nehru rose to propose the health of the Kip
and Mountbatten rephed with the toast of the Dominton Govern
ment Doth speeches delivered without notes were for the benes
fit of the assernbled guests alene  There were thus none of the
restramts imposed by the demrands of world publicaty P

LT
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‘Munshi s comment on Mountbattens appointment as Governor
General —

No power in histo he wntes but Great Britain would
hasve conceded 1ndependence with such grace and no go“cr but
India would have so gracefully acknowledged the debt.
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CHAPTIR FOURTEEN

WAR Or" SUCCESSION

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Saturday 16th August 1947
VERY I'ARLY THIS morning the National flag was hoisted over the
Red Tort in Old Delhs and Nehru addressed a crowd estimated
At some half a millon stretching T am told all the way to that
other monument of Moghul splendour the mughty Mosque of
the Jama Maspd  But the rejoicings of the morning were 1l too
soon tempered by the depression of the leaders this aftermoon
when Mountbatten handed over to them the Radchiffe Award
He allowed them two hours 1in which to digest its terms beforo
summontng a formal meeung 1n the Councail Chamber of Govern
ment House Lirquat was there and not the least of Mount
battens achtesements 1 karchr this weekh was in secunng
Hnnahs reluctant agreement for Liaquat to mahke this wisit at
2l coming 1s 1t did within twenty four hours of his assumption
of the Premicrshup of Pakistan " [ was present at this sombre
and sulitn gathening where the only unanimity was 1n denuncia
tion of this or that communal tnyustice  The field was thus left
clear for Mountbatten to point with well imed emphasis the moral
that in so far 1s 1t was imposstble for all the parties to be cqually
satisfied with Radehfie s verdict the best evidence of its farmess
sccmed 1o rest sn the undoubted equality of their displeasure

We wero gnnen the first shots of what will undoubtedly be a
prolonged and passionate controversy  Liaquats dismay at the
inclusion of the Gurdaspur Distiict in East Funptb was offset by
Patel s anper over the Chittagong Hill Tracts pissing to Eastern
Palistan while the resentment of both was blanketed by Baldes <
dumb depression None of the Leiders however saw fit to carry
their eniasm to the point of repudiating their unconditioral
pledpre made 1n advance to accept the Award whatever 18 terms
mipht be

Liyen ¢ we met momentous news W 3 coming in {rom both
the partiioned Provinces which provided at once A warmning and
an example of the need for bold lerdership  In the Fuapb the
people are talunp the situatron anto their own hands  What
Jealuns has aptly termed the war of succetsion has broken out in
full fury in the 1and of the five nvers  Thus afternoon Avchimle L
e a terse and temifying sittation repot 10 the Leaders which
has eatved ttem to deaide on an immediate reinforcenert of
Boundany Torce -
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ary Force and the Press attacks being made upon 1t both in the
Hindustan Times and the Indian News Chromele V P smd
there was a growing fechng on both sides that the new Govern-
ments should have more direct military control over therr res-

cive areas  Mountbatten agreed that although the Boundary
orce was undoubtedly the best military answer to the problem
he was ready to concede that in this mstance psychological rea
sons might outweigh purely military ones  His mind was moving
1 favour of retrocession of the Boundary Force s area

We then discussed the Press situation V. P thoupht we
should not take the Delhs Press too senously as the big Provin-
aal papers were all very steady on the issue The Hindustan
Times this morning carned a direct attack on Rees and 2 most
objectionable cartoon mplying that the Supreme Command s
Headquarters were dehiberately dc{;nnng the Dominion Armies
of good officers 1n order to retain big jobs for themselves As 4
tesult of our talh Mountbatten has decided that he will e
Devadas Gandhi and Sahm the Hindustan Tumes and the Indign
News Chronicle s editors this alternoon and has mstructed me
to armr:,gc lhcdmsceémgd ) dat :

Dovadas and Sahme duly arrved at four oclock an
1 suspect 1 chilly rcccp({cn but Mountbatten was m‘l%ﬁat‘x;]egt
form delinening his disapproval from behind a smoke screen N
engaping frankness  He has the rare knaek of combimng w.e{,c
menee with bonhomie  He started the session with a geng
homuly on the need 1o 1voud attackmng the military who Qm:“'
ansver for themsches 1 soldiers begin answening back you ot
4 situation he snd as i Meuco where they throw gy :’g(
editors  As agunst this dangerous example he siressed the Tec e
casc of General Barker 1n Palesine where Press enticism of t}"u
General s conduct was levelled not at the General himsels ge
2t Dellenger the Seeretany of State for War and the Mg ut
answerable to Parliament for the General s actions Wstep

\fountbatten then turned to a general account of what
happening in the Punpib  The Stkhe he sud had l«-“nchedv'“
attack qust as Guant Kartar Singh and Tara Singh before the 32:1
Sune had told thm they would MMountbatten had expostyly rd
with them at the time, stressing that the British would haye ted
1t would be Indian fichting Indian But they were «daman sore
Bad i fact obsened that they were waling for us to O‘Vﬁ‘d
tmahion Wit now out of ther coatrol In an arey [y,

two hundred by erc hundred and fifty miles contamn ki
«ercnteen thouwnd habited locabties and only abay ibc’;f o
Wales same ten mullien people were on the move  Aq . 28 ot
rent through the withdrawal of all the Moevemy thy e
the Eaut Pupb were suddenly ard catntrophically g e, ;gin
nd tnder strenpth g

"
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taken to disband the Boundary Force Pete Rees recenved very
few thanks from cither side for his efforts to carry out a task
of unparalleled difficulty Without the whole hearted backing of
the Gosernments and Press on both sides the position of the
Boundary Force and its Commander became rapidly untenable
and otherwise steady and cxpenienced troops began™ to feel the
tuy' of communal loyalties deeper even than their military dis
apline

Now that the Punjib Boundary Foree and the Jomnt Defence
Council s authonty over 1t are 2t an end Mountbatten s last exe
cuttve responsibility lapses  He consrders that as a matter of

licy he should confirm his new constitutional status by frecing
mmself from day to day contact with the executnne or from any
direct administeative anterference in the Government s action to
restore the immedintte situation  He has accordingly decrded to
go nhead with carlier arrangements and visit Simla for ten days
of well-carned and badly needed rest

Mecanwhtle Ismay has gone for his much needed rest to hash
mir 1nd has been asked by Mountbatten to do hus best to get the
Maharapr to make up his vaallating mind and accede without
further delay to whichever Domunion ho and his people desire
l}l\:ushcmhng the uncertain and dangerously unstahﬁ:c position 10

ashmir

CHAFTIR FIFITCN

RLSPONST TO EMERGENCY

COVFRNMENT 1OUS! NYW OnLilt Saturday 6th September 19,7
Wi wrRL oN the road early yesterdry morming arnving at Goy
ermment House dunng the afternoon whete we found V p
awatting Mountbatten saath o message from Pated hoping that ke
wall gnp the stuation firmly without delay  Nehns came round
immediately to enhist hix active and overndmp authonty to deal
with the emergency followed by Patel

The decision of the Trme Mint ter and Deputy ¥ ime Mumster
of the nev Irdin tiken only three weels after the exhilaraty g
of Independence to recall Mountbatten n this way 15 great
tribute U the quabity of their ¢h racter 1nd lcwdcnzup For by
thiy et they have shown themeelves big enough to recogn go that
Mountl atten s expenence 11 hiph level admins mation w pinig
thing which they have not yet acquared .

After Mountbattea had had two or three b1
himself fully of ihe scale of the enste he p oy
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geney Comm ttee should be set up Tht v s at once agreed to
by Nehry nd Patel and at thesy n ¢ nee Mounbatten accept
d th chammanshp Nothng les w1l meet the case for ¢
ar 0 f ¢ copfr pied with the d adly pertls £ war em rg ncy
wthout B ng val ble the n rm ! ostruments ar priotst es of
tto umerat t Wth the spre d of commun t fews and
frenz wheh e wine g the Pumy b the scal of the
kling ndthem ement €y fuge bcome en m re exten
s thnthsecauedbythem re f rm § conficts { ppo g
mmos As  thn oy Wthe g et migratons of hstory the
pepl thmsl shids y nd create cond uons which many
anepl thutnae n mm o
Thef tthtDelh s s nth peentre € thus arthquake
aut mt @y ¢ u ert pr alnt antonier In ¢
te pe ¢ the Puny b cat t ph pc haps ¢ nom re deadly § t
Ind thnfor P ksto ho capital harah satas feds
xém lf: m thcdd wbn 3 bN n th'1  Inpn hhon hs‘s?B
az  lready m de n urg nt br dcat appeal t pie 1o
hlp nr torng pe ad 1 bu lding up th anufew E en
£ the Bound Ax d urjust 0 mpr hen bt nd e en
pesv M lem b dagreed to abde by t Then vn ton
i}m}l}dsn t tthiwhath db nwonbyth pnwasn tlost
1

Y,

Nt eyt froethwistothenthDI | —nrtheen
of Monmt Ever + Thr r th ewh r1guethtisth alw yg
bento [rrem dfromihe hub fIndanife andtht th
Pritonths byt n renfored buta 1 ntry ch nge of
captal son thng & mpul ory ev cu taon by the n w Go em
ment tha a m nth of tt ning Ind pendence qut anoth ¢
And ths t u d ubt dly th ue for n aly balf a pull 0 re
fug s rem gt w rds the cty already o rerowded bnng ng
ath trmd rd andd wh fly beyond Deih s ad
m_sfat © res usces t niro!

Mounth 1t n nehiut ed u on thk own saff
in dva of th first meetog f the Emerg ncy C mmtt  of
1l Y et er whch he w  to pres de later i th  ftem on
We vere st skdtom ke re mm dat ns and we eallt
be tth dsp 1of the Commtte Ism y s beng 1 call d
from kashm ¢

My own suggeston t help m et the Press and Puble R fa
tons s de of th probl m » Iud d p oposal 1o serur th earlet
poss ble publ oty Inkup wth Pal tan the renamung and re
gard ng of the Commtt & to Coun 1 of State the appo ntment
af a Publc Rel tiont sub-Comm ttee to c ns t of posbhl of 3
repre entative from the Min try f Informat on the Commander
mChefs 1aff and myself the fim av d nce of censorshp
wh¢h the Go crnm nt may be tempted to impose and finally
the imporiance of pt yog down Moumb tens role as cha rman

=
e
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rred

b this Lst concept Mountbatten whele heartedly concw

ysl( lso l\uh my ucmp on the dangers of censorship  The Com;:k:;é

‘of Statc concept was not sertously discussed and owing 10

tempo of the days evenls can

be sud to have been still born
“The Public Relations sub Commuftce was no soomer mentione

d
then 1t was approsed and I was commussioned to_promotc 1t at
cree with lhcp pMmmry of formation and the Commander 1n
Chiet

Mountb tten s reactson to the cnsis was to set in motion pro
- cedure zlready 1ried and proved both at COHQ and m SEAC
- He sud his objective was to convert the Emergency Committee
(19%0 2 daly staff meeting at which spokesmen from every de
- pattm nt of the command (i this mstance Government De
~ fariments) could raise and answer questions  Qut of these meet
~igs pnonties as- between departments would be established
Once agun Moumbatten showed humself a fim behever m
the sovcreignty of discussion

Only by this means does he
coruder that the snags can quickly be uncovered and the solu
uons found

He also resolved 10 resume his old war and map-room pro

cedure to provide the Cabinet and himself with the maximum
factual wnformation by visual aid both with regard to the number
of disturbances and the movement of refugees To this end he
hos deaided 10 call n Pete Rees whose Boundary Force Com

mand closed down last week to become head of a small Mihtary
Lm rgerey Stafl operating nside Government House Pamela

who with her metrcal and welfare work and her Presidency of
the Caravan Club {an Indian youth movement) has already done
b r full share 1o heep the Mountbatten flag flying 1s to be e
penema) assistant

¢ Fr { Emergency Commuttee met 1t the Counail Chamber
of Government House at five o clock and sat for over two hours
Nehiry opencd the proccedings by turning to Mountbatten and
saying "1 will only tale your advice on one condition—that you
will take the chair  And Mountbatien accepted under another
condiion that the fact is not 10 be published  Complote secrecy
will be dulicull bt as 1 siressed at an earher Swfl Meeting
there could be no Leener advocate of Press and Radio silence on
thiy asuipnment than myself and 1,am determuned to do all i my
poRer to manan it

1t b been sgeeed i the Commutice shoul

d consist only of
s enttal Cabinet Minuters and other wual people such ns)’“m
Commander 1n Chuel  the Sup tern

the Chie! Communener of Delht the Chief of Police,

¥ vC
the Dicec
tor Grereral of Gl Avimtion Medical and Railway representa
tnes  Lycryone clse i to be co-opted as required  The gimmuz
who are to join Nehru and Pated A permanent members are
Ralder Singh (Defence) Matthar (Rudways) and Neogy (n the
Ao —G
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newly creat d post of Refug e }  Altogether fifteent of us were
there fo th ‘ntal meeting

The gene 1mood at th utset as of d zed bewilderment and
aimles ness before th _nknova N hru for wh mall th h rror

fiuon f hs Ife ork 1 oked mexpres bly sad and resgn d
P

fr Mountb tt n we ghed do n by of thes  nner musg
185 th ceason df rth 11 hs pow r_ of obj ctve and
dyn m ¢ decist n d h t nce radated nfidence nd asene
of p p whe e none had eusted b f re
As soon as the actu 1 ttut n of the Committee had b e
d ded w p mptly pl nged mnto a n mb r of most un
med te tems The Mmstry of Rf g hadstllt besetup
C mmittee w tdt kn w by the next m rning th name
f the pers n pp mt d to be secretary to th Mm stry It then
praceeded to tacklc the dfficult b t ugat probl m £ ccom
mdtngth h llyn w Department Im y s gsven the task
o( acting naliis n  pa ty b tw en the Emergency C mm tte
nd th P kst n G e nment
Inthegee 1 1t gtg g  rnewly fledged Publc Re
ltnsCmmtt h b nd tdt tmptt mprov th

t nd f portng oi th Deltr newspapers on th M

d l pot On th  ceas I th nk the result wll
belmtd bttmd y ne f el good
nd th th cru; of 1h= ma

T
Thr d cusson on thc mposti n_f mar
t1 lav, Mcuntb tt n co d h g fr
th Pumb but nly £ Il for G emment ¢ ne ned arc
dy to back t Asthsse med on the s ho!e u likely the C m

mtt calldfrugn xamnt f dm nst stffen
wutng acts n iorce n lhe East Pun] b Al(og thr metele
items le df th tt g p of a rel ef comm ite

u der Lady Mountb lten to the contr 1 RAF p rt and

thedrpp g f1 fit f mth f goiassetstolheds
posal of )eeps E eryon 1ftth es on somewhat breathles

T m d the East Pump b G n ith h  Prime
M ter Gop: Chand Bh ga and Home M nster Sw ran
Sngh are to attend th C mm ttee

Fr m C leutta comes ne s of Gandh s m ¢l H mtal
partnershp th Sh m dydd t c¢ch eallthth had
h ped solated st bb gsa d acts of wole cecont d So o
Monday h bgnaf tt end nly f nty returnd t the

ty OnTh dayhe sabl t cll t fi fter le der of th
varto s mmunte hd g en guar ntees th t the mase had
alre dy resp d d to the Mahatm s appeal thr gh s ul resust
ance for a chang of he t
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After one of hus Prayer Mectings FHindus and Moslems by therr
thousnds mingled and embraced 1n the Maidan  Hardened Press
correspondents report that they have seen nothing comparible
with this demonstrition of mass influence  Mountbattea s estt
mte 1s that he has achieved by moral persuasion what four
Divisions would have been hard pressed to hive accomplished
by force

QOVIRNMENT HOUSE NOW DrLitt Sunday 7il Scptember 1947

Our mecting began 1t cleven but Trvedt and the East Punpb
Minsters fuled to armve on ime  Mountbatten started off by
reporting that the situaton m Delhi had worsened very consider
ably dunng the previous twenty four hours  There had been 2
Yarge number of mmaidents eludmng the stabbung of employces
on the Government IHouse estate and f1r too many refugees
were coming through before there was any orpanisation to re
cenve them

He turned at once to the question of banming the errmying of
all weapons which of course rused in 1ts turn the problem of
the Rirpans or svords womn by the Sihhs  Patel ch( that any
suppestton of banning dirpans would raise prent difficulties  as
they had been recogmsed by the Government as religious wer
pons for many years  Mountbatten argued that the uaqualified
oeht of Sikhs to earry Airpans at this tme stood mn the way of
{mmmmns for 1w and order taken by c\cr¥ aty m the world
hut he agreed that the bisic question wis which deciston would
lead to fewer people bang h‘}lcd-—lhc banning of the kirpan or
the safeguarding of Sikh relipions feclinp?

If we go down in Delht Mountbitten warned  we are
fimshed Ismay supgested remforaing the police with 2 cidre
of special constables  Pate] was doubtful but “chru in favour
Trivedi finally arrnved 4t ten to one stwrunp off with an M
mssioned speech which was clearly based on the mustaken s
sumption that the ¥ merpency Commuttee wis nothing other than
4 Crand Inqunsition on himself and his Government  In answer
to Mountbatten ¢ nquiry about the Last Punpbs cypmaty to
pre enve hiw and order and sugpestion that this was the proftem
of top paonty Trvedr rephied that the most urgent ssue con
{frentng Inm was the esacustion of refupees

In view of the Iate arrnal of the East Punpb continpent at
wis deaided 1o mect agun hiter 10 the dav and we resined at
6 pm It wiav » rather betfer meecnp ths time Nehru and
1 1 stood firm sbout the Sikhs ard il ere 13 1o be 1 bun on all
weapery sl not tsferate 1) Ihi beecmunp another fahoe™
Patel decl red and Nehri Ldded "I m ocerran oy mnd
Fiepoy ety hsc to be taden anay  Jeepn aloy are to be st prad
frem phying the strecrs—"ehru sperling ¢ them as 2 son oo
much mchnel o
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The reports commg m which show the Delh situati n to be
r pidly dete ior tng_call fo coolness and str mgth  There b s
been a m s cre at WV Iingdon 1 field and the Sikhs ha e dely

eed thrats to the Au tr han H gh Commuss oner and to the

United State Amb s ad r Mountbatten wa ned the meetmg that
the wh le ep taton of I da s 11 ol ed in pro 1ding complete
physical s cutty for ts d pl matc r presentanves

Astoken of hsrsoletob khun ord th ction M unt
batten ha p t hs B dy G ard at the disposal of the Garrson
Comm nd v N rmally th D lht Garrison 18 of br gade str ngth
B tit ha been p sh d ut battal on by battal on mito _the rot
torn Gu g on distr ¢t 1o t ¥y to ke p the t ouble out f the aty
ite)f Whn thecfo the tr uble came i there as simply
no Garr a alabl The Body Gua d certamly a corp
dite dn 1drtopolam the pe fect non ¢ mmunal ds
apln they b e been pat oling the stret a sectny f
arm ued ca ach ¢ nsstng | one manned by Pumab Mus
sulmans and on by Sikhs operat ng n ¢ ncert

GOVERNMENT 1 OUSE NEW DELS [ Mo day 8th § ptember 1947
Less th  f rty-e ght hou fte  ur retu p Mountbatten
M p Room n ctt o St ated in the anter om _ext to the
C uncil Chambe ot d gnedtopo d m mbe s of th Cmer
ge ¢y C mmtt ¢ befo the m mng me tings wth t i gence
ptp ect tons—support d by tual sds—of the d tubnec  nd
1 fug cm ements on both sde of the Pun) b B v dary Much
m dorght od has be n burned to get the maps and flags n the
¢ retpostuen tme for th morming meetnog Th e 3asa
som what nw pc us tattoth proceed ng the unfortun te
Lreute ant-C lo el dtddd t g e the st aton report to the
asembl d  tables fanted hide dot g so—~undoubtedly from

My alt mo n g _en ov r to the first me t ng of the Unit &
Co al for Relef nd W If re— ttf r edat m datlly
only fttp longeddicu n—uhich s desgn d to co ard nate
the g o ng olum of v luntary rel f Lady Mounibatt a3
mthe char and h ndl d ths b dv of oluntersa d nd d a

ts th a perfe t ble d of cha m and tr ngth They emerg ¢
from the seso 2 pornt 1 tam with a ceniral purpose  No
f1 r than fift en dff rnt org n¢ tons wee epresented 1t
Go mment Ho se to~lay a d t ssal tosayth tonly dre
em rg ocy t geth  vith Lady Mountb ttens admin strative 2 d
d pt matc skill 1d have br ught them und r one 100f to
polth r xpere ¢ and eff st

Pete Howest llsme  c¢d tally that am ng th many emerg
ency duties { Il ng on Mo ntb tt ns Brtsh and Indan A
attend nce on Lady Mou thatten s hardly th most populas For
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1n the course of her tours of hospitals it usually involves assisting
her to bring n to the local infirmarics any bodies they may sce
n the steeets  She 1s not deterred from carrying out these errands
of mercy cven when passing through arcas where smiping 18
going on -

In the evening T had 4 long talk with the Nawab of Chhatar:
the Nizam s Prime Mimister  While anvious to be loyal to His
Exalted Highness he s finding 1t hard to 1nterpret lf)c diverse
mstructions he recerves  Clearly his period of office and nfluence
bas not long to run  He and Monckton who are both staying
at_ Government House had 4 mecting with Mountbitten to-da,

In the present emergency here in Delht Hyderabad appears
less pressing problem which makes Mountbatten think that this
m1y be the psychological epportunity to promote the serbal van
ant to accesston At the Hydembad end the Mizam 1n tolen
of his desire to retun Monchton s services 1ssued 1 week ago n
strongly worded firman (or official statement) condemming the
attacks made on the members of his delegation as damaging the
nterests of the State Thus he followed up with letters to Afount
batten confirming his confidence 1 Monchton and repudinting in
preturesque terms the activities of the Tttchad and an particulr
of 1its fanatieal president Kasim Razv

But while the Nizam himself m1y be moving haltingly towrds
an_accommodation Congress intelhgence (which s remarkably
swell informed on States 2ffairs) has been picking up disquicting
ditr shout the cfforts of the Nizams Government to pliee orders
for armaments 1n Czechostovakia and in general to bwild up ats
separate sovereipnty  Chhatan however 15 well aware that any
such course would be disastrous for Hyderabad and India alike
and the mood of to diy s meeting was one of pemnne deure on
both sides to break through the deadlock It has been conceded
that the prinaipals an the nepotiations may not be able to aprec
on a formulr at the first attempt and on this understarding 1t
was decided that Monckton and Chhatars should retum to
yderabad an a freshr effart to narrow the gap

Just before turmrg an I looked out from my bedroem window
towards the old aty I could see several up fires rping and
half expected to hear the warl of atr rud sirens and the droie
of arrcraft cr at feast the shouting of mohs but whatever herror
and sufferinps were Leng endured at that moment no  ~und of
them reached out to me (o bredl the sultry ard simister silence
of the mipht  In pursust of ferture epres there v a Batish Prews
seport of B 2 mulhon peoap'e fiphting 1n the Blyong streets of
Dethi tut this s mantfestly pross erapperitin and gues nr
wholly nusleading prcture of the furtine hit wnd run ebyracter of
so much of this arson and munder 1 want 1o try to sce o5 eyl
what 53 1eally Paprenng
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COVERNMENT HOUSE NEW bELi T e:day 9lh Sept:mber 1947

Tod y Mountb tten ha se n G ndh ha st am &d
mDelh frmh mrce n Calcuua ahout N h\ 1
haracter stt ally hy and s if depr ctng He ¢ nf s-sed to
M untb tten th t he had h pged hs mind about G vernm nt
Houe which hth 1t he had den upc d s th symb L of alen
nd ial pwer No h s glad to find that it'h d b er b pt
2 1land n e fmscuty Hewas onnedtht
the m rg ncy taﬁ nd the Comm tt' ¢ wo kmg and del b rating

d frm puble ddamour my vl hv svd the

C mr l G mmoat

Th m nng Em pency C mmtte metng hdbefr t
T pots of a se o tuat n de elopng i Peshawa and oth ¢
pts fth NrthvestF nterP " ne nw nPhitan The

tem ster 1 eacton t bl eth s rsz There ar

moments whn n fel thithsetsonwnto aeobesed
vthsme oerwhelmng d thwh ndthtthr 1 norel
awaren s that t p rsue tt ¢ mmunal feud to ts end must
m an s If laughte

TOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW LELHI Th sday 1th Septembe 1947
dm bf eth EBmeg cy Commttemetng tht
the D1ht st aton \ s undoub(edly mwp g a d that the
Skh wre n rng P tels ppeal But tth meex ngatelf T
g t thc opes nthat ¥ t1 w changing hs m d n the
Vsqutea br sk ex b ng b Lute xhc, twu
st ng men of th G ernm nt u de Nehru )
to be ]usuﬁed mth nm ofrlg Ihis s no( far Patcl
rtoted Th s 0 que tion cf d ngs but the Governme t
must  spect all relg ns
A D Ib Frme gency Commttee ha 1 v be n set up to deal
sp e ﬁcally wth th ¢ nthecaptal dtole v the Cabmet
Emerg ncy C nm ttee fr m hhitdn ts uthouty free
to dc l ththe de blm One f lhc mo t dypam mem
ber ofthe Cb et C H Bh bha the Commerce M1 str t
b chimi and H M P t1 the Cabunet Secr t 1v _ha be
¢ nded to hm It wilsubst nt fly tak o rth M napl
Admm trato nd m t on the same dayt -d y bass  th
pa ent body \h ch was i d ng r of bec mng 1 st 1 jungle
of I cal det
In ord r tc brng the em rg ncy home to_us Lady Mount
binhasvrym lly lmpo ed xemy n Go rmmé t Ho
¥itch ns At dmj ditngush d stors Lord
twl ad Sr Gm’erl Latk\mn Thm Exellna and

The Earl of Lst wel ucceed d L rd P th k Lawy ce s the
last Secretary of State € r Inda in A)m\ and St Glbet Jath
waite wa fuen fus Departm ntal chief
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guests with customary ceremomal were regaled with a three
course repast consisting of some cabbage water masquerading as
soup one picce of spam and potato a biscurt and a small portion
of cheese  Listowe! wis impressed but not quite as 1t was per
haps intended he should be for he asked one of us afterwards
whether this dinner had been specially 1aid on for his benefit!

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DFLMI Friday [2th September 1947

‘This morming s Emergency Committee w1s a had mecting one
Minsster defeating its {;urposc by rusing 1 whole series of low
Ievel departmental problems and another simply grinning at his
Mistry s Iack of officc accommodation  No sense of grp was
comveyed Tt has for nstance taiken it diy to get a loud speiber
for the Purant Qila Fort which Moslem evacuces in therr
thousands huve comverted nto a veritable ghetto  From the
account given 4t the mecting the Purana Qila situation 1s clearly
sery grive Nearly eighty per cent of the refupees there have
been moculated but there 1s hardly any food coming 1n fo them
and without loud speakers 1t ts impossible 1o impose order upon
the confusion or create confidence from the prevatling pame

This evening 2t six oclock Nchru addressed the Diplomatic
Corps it the Map Room  This was his first contact with them
since the onset of the crisis e spoke with telling simphaty
and frankness and m de no attempt to <care debating pomts or
hide behind apologies  With the scholirs eye he related the
immeditte inadents of the tragedy to the deeper trends  “The
history of Indin  he sud  has been one of asumilition and
<ynthesis of the vanous clements that hase come in 1t a8 per
haps becruce we tned to go agunst the trend of the country ¢
history that we arc faced with this It 1s for our common
good that the situation must be controlied as soon as possible
Otherwise tremendous mjury will be done to both Dommons
This 15 why we have had mectings at Ambaly Lahere ¢c Of
course it 15 camer 1o come to conchusions at the conference tyhle
thin to put them nto effcet but sull s extremely helpful that
we have a more or less commaon policy

The auemt led Diplomats afterwards cxpreseed their app ecn
tion of his ebyectine 1nd moderate aprrarch  Thitherto they b e
teen without relnble pudinee ard this should do mu h ta
restore thair confidence 1n the resime

After the Diplomatie Corps had left 1 was ealled in for o tall
with “chru 1nd Mounthattea on the subpeet of an alleped s e
ment by Tary Sinph which was Laing gnven currency an Pake tan
e 1 d vmibed as wnp words to the eTect thst “This s war
Generil Thmayya Area Cormander 19 10 make a repett ¢
what really happered  Nehew o nct wadely diu bed bmf

’h
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Mountbatten stress d the pertl of letung mflammatory thases or
reports of phraes inth pesentcisps unhek

N hru then s d he p opo ed to g ¢ another Map R_om talk
th tme to the Pres and asked m for guidance on the ponts
Tthoughth hould m ke T sad that he should stress th  cal
of th admnstrati ¢ burden carned by both the central and
East Punjab Go ernment  nd th t 1n urging on th Press the
need t look at the pr blem in p rspect ¢ he should humself
help them to do so by pr 1dng as much auth rtat ¢ d ta

s
xm\‘Vhﬂe we wr talkng  telephon call came through from
i1 quat asking him to ¢ me to Lah ¢ for meeting on the
con oy pr blem It s as mng enous proportons n 1ew of
unce tanty b utthe Skh tt1 d to a very larg Moslkem ¢ n
v y p s g through Amntsa  Nehru at first  sun 1lng to go
10 lahor s yng he could sen us mmth vst b Mount
b tten pleaded th hm tht it w tal for egula cont ¢t
b tween the no Pnm Mmitest bem tand and delard
that the + hole reput t n of th G emment vas at tak n
the u ¢ ful ¢ ance of th m jr refugee con oy N bm
convine d by th fo ce of Mountb tten a gum nt finally agreed
t go and on my sugge ton tosays tth Pesco{rnce

Al dv at the end of th first wek f ts ex tence the
Em rpency Commite hslaunhd  {rmdable dmn irat o
<o nt r-offens g nsttheprev lmgct o Mh 1 g stoned
<t han transport dspth dtoP 0 sandSttesredyt re
< them t¢ € {h u nds of non M skem refuge s wh had

meto Delh raged frspeciltran fr M slmstogoto
Pakitan pr vded gu rd call d fo v 1 nt er const bles rrang

for the s ving and h n sting of crops from desetted Iz d
guen tdr frthe erchog € pyenge € r amms on tams
and for th stiffenng of pun hments fo d hnguent m lary nd
pol e guards of tran

1t has ¢ ncelled p blc hold ys includ g Sund ys helped t
keep gongt ne spapersa ell AT d R do ranged
fo Go er ment s rv nts to be br ught to thewr ork and f r th
tefeph n syst mtob mamtan d pr vded puard f r hospt Is
arrang d for the coliect ¢ anl burping of corp es found n th
stet for themoemnt ffo d fo the bro d astmg of d dy
offictal bulletns to the Pr vinc s and f r large cale ch lesa
1 ject ns s t but a random sel cti n sh wing the varety
and scale of #s action

COVERNMENT FIOUSE, NEW DELM! Saf rday 13tk Sept mbe 1947
Nehrus Press vonferen e w s fa ly suce s3sful but he spok
itle t o fong and v as not qet so ¢ n meng as to th Diplo
mats vesterd y H nclud 3 mot of the ponts I wa nxou
for bim to make but he did 11 t punch them home qute b rd



SHADOW OF JUNAGADH 159

enough and gave the impression of being—as indeed he 1s—a
very tired man

None the less to see Nehru nt close range duning this ordeal
1s 1 nspirng experience  He wvindicates ones faith in the
humanist and the civilised intellect  Almost alone in the turmoil
of communalism with all its vanations from indiadual intrigue
to mass madness he speiks wath the voice of reason and chanty

The negotiations for the transfer of power between March and
August did not seem to me to cvohe hus full powers A certun
moodiness and outbursts of exasperation were the visible signs
of overstrmn but now somchow ‘x;z has renewed himself and in
this deeper cnisis he 1s shown at hus full stature—passionate and
courageous yet objective and serene  one of the enbightened elect
of our time

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

SHADOW OF JUNAGADH

OONTRNMENT 1HOUST Nrw prusy Sundey  19th September 19 7
MoUNTMTTTN BrIb A ST Mecting which was larpely taken up
with the discusston of the Furana Qilr situation  Patel 1s ap-
parently on the verge of deading to send in 2 battilion 1 order
to round up Moslem arms  Mountbatten argues that any such
actron would be disvstrous and the surest way to provoke 1 mas
sicre and he s ot 1 loss to understand how any such order could
be eriously conndercd

At the ten oclock meeting of the Lmerpency Council Patel
mentioned prolonged punfire {from some Detht houses and pressed
for nction to clear up resistance pxhets  Geneml ockhant sinee
15th An;‘lm the Commander in.Chief <ud that he could clear
up the whole of Delhi in three days af hie could concentrate troops
on this pary ular jot

1 hid n good tilk with Mountbatten and found him i his
uanal buovant mocd  He has teen searrp Bnnch tooopt awnting
repatnation who told lum they hate to ut around and wateh il
this M1 ery panerie « 10 dr anythip aboat ot Sy be s povted
that NC O s and men should effer thar belp to orparwe the
cunps He ~dds thit he hopes to phaee W= el ¢ ¢f the
Emerpency Commutiee 1n bott three weeks first }ovinp the

Ther Telp prosed imaluatle ard enhar od Briady rn-m,:v'”‘ﬁ‘”e

all round

s,
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meetings every other day and then handing over the chayrman
to Nehru He confessed that he 13 now thankful that he

to veryon s advee and dd not leave Ind a on 15th August

Ismay 1 b ck fom K rach 1 saw tum just before he w nt
mt epart to Mountbatten on hs vst e told me it was fucky
he vent whnh dd He found Jinnah cluming to have lost
alt fath n the Go ernment of Ind a and on the po nt of bre king
off d g\ mterelan ns  th it Of the forty-e ght hours Ismay
va the ¢ he was clos t d wath Jnnah for no ) ss th n ele en
He v s mademally th first ¢ est at Gov mment Hone nee
the 15th August He feel that'h must have v on th ¢ nfidence
of Jinoak wh called tum to tu face a g od feliow and 1ssued
m odal n tton t come and ec hm whenever be
wanted to

Appare fly . ah  as fuli of wr th agamst Congre s s yng
th the ould o v ru destand thes mens hatr ds and was now
beennngt f el that th re yas no alternany  but to fight ot out
Ismay aid he gr ppled vith hm a5 rtng that he was not g1 en
10 o ert {m nt but was re dy to take h1 hfe ttat th Govern
ment of T da 3 ve dete mn d to put do n the troubl s to the
bet fth bty ey re snere mn and t the full
st thmth reflct Imy thnks that he has ¢ used Jinnah t
pause n the brak f prec ptate ction but tht by v tvas
only jut in ume

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DCLIN Mond y 1511 September 1947

At ths m mgs Staff Meeting there was a ro nd up on th
general twaton 2 ing from I'mays k rachu 1t~ Mount
batt ns mnalysiz s that the Moslem and Hind s ae tleat
under th cont ol of ther resp cive Go ernments In appro
mtly equl au  but that the $khs are un ontroll bl and
eentherleadersafrad fihm VP vew wasth tihere w 8
no immed at  pro pect f b rmony between Pakist n and Indi
Whereup n Mountbatt n vsuals d the wost cas as wr be
twenthe t Dommons If barmony 13 imposs ble at least 3 &
should try to ke p s far aw y fromwr p ssble i
that e en this h pe was dssipated W th J nnah 1n his pre ent
frame of m nd

Mountbatien 2 ked bovt Skhm ties  Was the ot e
set up a Skh State? VP 1 pled no  Pol teally they had lost
out, and had noteven g n d the I flund ¢ d n Therm tve
w 3 almost entrely re enge VP s § n was  perat ng w th thre
Sikhs h h dlost ther fam1 s Their only ob) o1 ¢ W $ 1WO
Moslem I ves for every ne of ther relat es Tara Sngh h
felt was essentially a f 1ght ned man

The Emerg ncy Comm ttee meeting was a I ttle better t 2
yesterday's but sull £ t too much tme was taken up on small
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miscellancous items  Trivedi and the East Punpab representatives
failed to arrive because of bad weather  Ncehru reported on his
visit to Lahore yesterday and referred to the smportant decision
he and Liquat had taken to stop the hold ups due to the policy
of searching refugees for arms before crossing the boundary  But
no sooncr was the mecuing over than Linquat made 2 specch
alleging that the Government of Indii was not carmying out
arrangements agreed upon and asserting  To day we i Palastan
are surrounded on all sudes by forces which are out to destroy
us

For the past ten days we have been completely absorbed n
the Punpb cataclysm and the salvage of Dellu Now 1 new enisis
13 bwlding up from 2 whoelly unexpected quarter It has come
1o our nottce that Junigadh one of the two hundred and cighty
Rathitwar States failed to accede to cither Dominion on 15th
Aupust and 15 now proposing to do so to Palistan Jinnah con
curning 1n the act It 1s fur to s1y that i the welter of great
cvents immediately before and after the teansfer of power Juna
eadh was simply overlooked and as a result 1s now bracketed
with the two major States of Hyderabad and Rashmir as being
outside Patels  full bag

Junagadh atsell 15 2 vesitable fnlch\\mk qult  Some threc
thousand three hundred square mules 1n arer with eighty two per
cent of s seven hundred thousand inhabitants Hindu and s
Ruler and Government Moslem at s completely surrounded by
States which have acceded to Indin  Instde Junapadh are ilands
of termitory from these States and mnside these States ashinds of
Junapgadh termtory  Her rulwiys ports and telegraphs nre an
tepral part of the Indin system The Nawab 1s an cucentnic of
rre vintage whose preoccupttion in hife scems to be his pet dogs
of which he owns cipht hundred eich with its own human attend
it On one occrston he orgrared 4 wedding for two of s
dors costing three Irhhs of ru {twenty-onc thousand pounds)
and 1 State holiday was pro laimed in honour of the event

How has all this confusion over Junapadh come abowt? At
Mountbatten's meeting with the Innces on 25th July the then
Dewan 1mbed a <enies of questions none of whi h pave any vpn
of 1n intention to accede to Palustan Indeed he vent sy far as
to mdvee Mounttatten that he propoted recommending to the
Ruler 1o aceede to India The Juripadh Goverrmenat b d e
clired that Junapadh would male ¢ mmon cuss with tte other
hatlnvar Sates all of which bove aceed~d to Ind s On the
t0th Aurust howeser just five dys bel -e the trrsfer of pyver
the ev s acoup deta A proup oL Sinde Mosfems toc b wver the
Cravers ment (hah Ntvar Brotte tesme Daian ond e
Nawth a v vl persener in his onn milace

1t bw b osn free’y recornised that the adt oF poieuen
peess patine of the Tnnee But Indins re diness 10 reepnig
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acts was governed by a tme inut of 15th August whch was
of urs  the da s of M untbattens urgen! appeal to the
Pances on 25th July Mor ov r ansng fr m th t peech two
other p erful f ot 18 h e ah ays been nherent m the ch 1ce
of acce son—~first in M untbattens ovn yords certan geo
gr phcal compuisions whi h cannot be evaded and econdly
the communal majont &3 of the Rul rs subjects

Although Junagadh has a s a bo rd and a'sm 1 port Veraval
and ther by can clan direct access o harach f s clear that
~ny final deais n by the Proce to ace de t Pakstan w uld
autom teally be a drect h llenge to th e sental validty of
th s hole access on policy w th d s strous effects both upon th
Kathuawar States and upon the Hyderab d n got tons wh re
the Mos! m_xtrem sts  ould be g eatly encouraged Imnsh b s
cle rly s enth wider possiilit e present d by the Junagadh error
of omsst 0 N) presur ! s been put by the G vernment of
T dia on Junag dh to acced  but hen the Tk Tho d of acce
sont Pakistnlomdlrge tof rmiapprochsyeem de
\;? Delnt K ach forsom dclaat nof Pakst o nt nhon

o plyha s fr been re e ved

Xouned tien calt d me o € v me tngs ke s h ving nth fsmay
and VP nth Junag dh stuatios VP s full of ant ty and
tnied t persu de M untb tten f the d s ablty of moking a
mitary and n al dmontrt n e has prepared s paper
based ¢ th assumpt on that Pakistan 1¢ ready ¢ h Ip Tunagadh
wth men and m ny

Iwntrund to ee I may at tus house in th eve ng and
f und him pe tu bed by the om hat { ve sh atmosphe e n
duc d by Junagadh H consd rel that th Informat on Report
sssessing Pakit ns fkely nterv ntonas alon f eight o res
rupees {som sx mllon pound ) for th de elopment of Juna
g dhs port and a garnson of t “ntyfiv thovand fro ps o 14
auly b regarded a chuldish mn the {ght of her current res urces
and commitm nts

COVERNMENT HQUSE, NEW DELHT Tt sday 1611 Septembe 1947

Weaead sed th t the Jun g dh Accesson h s bense1d
53¢ ed and del ered to harich but ths 15 n t yet an offi af
certamty I as prese f at a further meet ng which Mountbatien
had with Ismay and VP I may spok with great cogency about
Jmn hs probabl tactics and strategy ov r Yunag dh €] arly on
ts face val e th Stt 1 worthl t him Xt 1 n amposs ble
ymltary [ab Ity By no stretch fthe magnatonis ths poley
to incarporate “solated pockets f Mo lems f r the & ar alre dy
some forty mil n of them out 1de th  Paki tan homel nd

Istiay s €3 the m_ ¢ essent :\HY a one of traps and s ngy
on Jmnahs pirt H h pes by lurng Ind  nt a m1tant ye-
2ct on to secure a verd ct on legal po nts and to creat a valuable
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precedent for any atttude he may care to adopt towards the
far greater Princely objectives of Rashmur and Hyderibad  For
Junagrdh 1s 1n some respects Hyderabad in nuntture—a Mostem
Prince and ohgarchy ruling over a predonunantly Hindu State 1
the middle of Indwan territory

1 have prepared the dmift commumque on the Junagadh situa
tion  The Indinn case on paper 1s strong cnough but as for
Possnblc Press reaction I have felt obliged to give this warning
Although the above arguments are cogent 1n themselves 1 doubt
whether they would outwesgh the damaging impresston that would
be created with the Foreign Press by joining 1ssue to the pomnt
of minary demonstration at this ume  Any such action however
yustfied would almost certunly be regarded as preaipitate and
aggresstse  The Toreign Press are very much on lﬁc qul vive for
warlihe policy on the part of the two new Dominions I urged
that from the Public Relations viewpoint the immediate step
should be no more than 1 straightforward non recognition state
ment the Government reserving to itself s future freedom of
action but leaving open the possibility of full negotintion

On the Punpb sector of Indo Pahistan relatrions Nehru has
replicd with commendable moderation to Liaquats stormy utter
ances i Lahore  The Indian leaders he decl red had sought
to avert Partition but once 1t was decided upon the Government
h d tned to discharge futhfully all the obligations flowing from
that deeision He spole of derelictions of duty on both sides
of the fronticr which he and s collergues condemned and were
resolved to ¢liminate

At the Fmergency Commuttee to-day Mountbatten has guned
s pont and the Committee 15 now to meet every other day
There was an smportant discussion on the Deths refugees Dr
Z1hie Hussam  churman of the Moslem Refugees Committee
pave a disquicting report on the current situation urging that
the present influx of sefugees 1nto the camps must somchow be
stopped Disease was brealsnp out there were tome fifty thous
and afready 1n the Purana Qiln sideen thousind had been moved
fr m the Ridge to Humayuns Tomb but ten thousand more
tind p omptly turned wp there
AN IRNMENT 1oUst ntw preme Wednesday 17 Seprermber 1047

Aountt atten had fr tatks wath both Nehu and Patel prior
1o the cru 1l Catinet meeuny, this afternocn en Jun gadt e
summcaed all hiy powers of Jvmn(u-\ to head them o7 any
dec aen which e wortd could interp et oo prunp Indis i the
WIong (o any o moutment to o et of war apumat wat v
ne s Prlastan tertitory Me reemted Ty < thes that the
wh le marmmre wes a'mo t certunly a tmapoand pant el awid e
crmpapn v lch Jimoah mirht be eype~ed 1y han b for tte
expresy purpwe of presentusg Palastan to the wo 1d as the {nege
et weal Sate thratened 1y the suthless agsreswr He

o,
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them to stand by the p ine ple of a referendum both t d cov r
the peoples will and to d av  any nitention of one¥ing terr
It

o ¥
Mountbatt n bad no d fliculty 1 caryng Nehru wth hm
atooce but (t k rath ¢ {onget to persuade P tel th se whole
Acce ton polcy as well s h_pefonal moto s were more
loely affect d by J nagadh  Howev r he too was duly con
win ed by Mountb ttens a g ments and m p st wa by the
mp essions [ m y had formed of Jinnshs mood nd mouves
Thy b th went “tr gt 5 to the € bunet to explan th ir nev
pot t of 1ew a d although thy m t ha tk a thelr colle
ges bys pre [unde fand they oon gan 4 the day for a
cautious ppr b Th tyo de i o of subst nc t ken 1t the
meet ng tht Ind n nd [ ! troops of ac eding Stat s
hould'd d pos d o nd Jun gadh but sho Id n t cupy it
adtht V P should st the Siate t expl n fo the Navab
nd Devan the mpl atlop  f the  cc sson to Pakistan

OOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELH! Fnd y ISth S pt mb 1947

Lraquat  he get fth Go rome t of Ind Iths
beea age d unde th ew dipen t n th t dstng shed Gov
enment gu ts hoId sty whthe Gvrm Ge r

Inth aftrm n B L Shama Unn N ya @ myself m
Cof ¢l Majd M 1k to try t ok twiysand m n of
mp wing Pe fo lie andlason nth Eata d West Pun
1b Nohnt va g nto s tth metngtht Laqut had
nitdanmbr fFregn rep det t met hm alter
dinge ¢ nght n hs ut at G venomnt Houe I may ay
that Lady Mo mbatten ome hat sta tled by a requ st for

al £t oaty aq ts omafterdn had sk d me
whether I had ny <l stoth esn Iculdthr nolglt
oo the mystery nt!a fev M utes later—B L Sh rma ra g me
up n some gtaton fr detals abm L g ts Pres ¢ fer

ence

The Mo ntb it n se e on the pont f g ing into dpner  1th
the gu s wh nlddboth Nhr and Luaqut I t once
pushed thr ugh a ugent m s ge Sharma who 1 very w
ried ad 5 me th t the meetng 1o be ¢ nfined to Foegn
cotepo dnts He thnks t 1l be explotd by th Id »
Pres who 1! ay tht the P me Min ter of Pakist hs
made G erme tH s baefo popgndabymvtngth
Toegn P ss ndomu gthm Talod wailentont ihe
dffcahesivolved n 1 g nd 5 Yectng rep esentat ey of th
Ind a Pres at th fast momnta d i k pmng th ¢ nf ence
wholly ofttherecord In fa 3 lensdrdthe swasont
be most embarrassng 20d [ ble to cause much m sunderstand
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ing T felt the best solution would be to inwite Liaquat to call
hs party off on grounds of pressure of work

13 message brought the Mountbattens and Nehru straight
out into the adjoning study, where with the zest of a school-
boy Mountbatten said he would tackle Liaquat over dinner if
and only 1f Nehru would agree to play his part by converting
the oceasion 1nto a jount off the record sesston 1n which case he
tumself was prepared to take the chatr  The meeting should be
put back half an hour and 1 was to gather n a hmited fast
minwte bst of Indian correspondents  Nehru 1 thunk  denived
most msthetie satisfaction from the beauty of thus plan and his
usually sad cxpression gave By to a smile and the hunt of a
wink At all events he found Mountbatten s proposal arresistible
as Liaquat dul over dinnert
The confetence stself was tremendous success and although
no word of it could be quoted 1t brought fresh hope and fawh
at 2 deaisinve to correspond many of whom were
seriously beginming to wonder whether an

y will to peace wag
to be found at any level with the wo Dominions P
Mountbatten got o

he proceedings off to ood start
thvo Prime Mimisters he sud had come toge\h%:r because n’)l'cl;:
was much common ground between them “That 15 not 1o say
that either wants to help the other Domimon for us owWn sake
but both Fnow that uni with the dff
here 18’ danger of anar
disastrous to both

165

cul
chy that will pg
Nehru siressed that an spite of all the develo
st few months the mamn problem wa pments of the
trouble wiil pass but this w

s economic
solve us

wild and absurd  If war should o

S\[c‘;zz,;pcmy would collapse for a peneranon all our dream,y

Liaquit was no less exphat  “1 agree otttk of
alrsur he said f war should come 1t would by o war
both India wnd Pakistan even more ot would mean Aoy

r  hone can contemplate that with cquRnIm >
WA te peace for all aations buy especally with Tnda \‘?kl“an
“?x?r all two pirts of the subcontinent e could neyey ; are
xt waping war agamst Inda ream
<« feb Teumbull of the New York Times asked Nebre b

< diate geychological problem was 10 be solved Wr"’t
mmic Nchen rephed v to teduce fear (he moty e %
thing rtv Once we have done that we e £EL o o ety o3
e e 3 the norral facron of hife wlt Tevume Onh Oh
PN ashed of e was satafied that he pyg %i’c gy,
r\t;““{“!?: Governmen {cr the tmpementay
trol ©

01 of y ey
wd of the Brituh were dong all they could 10 belp 00
a



the P ime Mumnsters sat fed that th oth r Government was do
wg 1lia ts power to emedy the tuati o'
Nehru respo ded wth a b ef d s rtaton n London Scho 1
f Econmec 1 I am n t satsfied  th anythiog 1 Indi
nd h e not been for thirty year Of o rse v m st me t
the t ton n every way we can partly by psychol gy and
partly by £ ¢ If I may draw on my Socr kst backgr und
Ahat s h ppening n v 1s to  large edfent an upheaval m the
lower mddl classe —the cl ses th t first supperted H tler Wh n
ocety 15 pet sir nge lements ¢ me to the surf ce S m
tme thsear fscst € castmined The groups take ad
v tage fth st t Undoubtedly there has b en a com
munal t nd hat h s happ d bat the trend nov s ay
frmkilingsandt ardsic a dlotng Thereae nsta e
£ Skhs loot g Skh shops Hndus 1 tng H ndu property and
Moslems 1 tng M lems Inasen thst wors but na
other 'yt ahoptl gn It1 meth gv ca dealvith
by pr sinorio nd that s the vay we mustd al  thit
Lagatsh dhmelft b i gene ] agr em nt wth this
ths ~ Th aly qualficat n he m de was m reply t a q ¢
tnt thembth  t hwthese brownshut lement were
tob mbttdadthe: tat tken b ck from them I
dontagee Liq t d thttheyoung lementsn the Moslem
Lg h the t t e Besdes v et kng steps to T
store d cpln mth L gu Tht the mmp rant pont
Akd fth moDmn v uld welcom foregn ap!1and
teh calta t ¢ the task f ec ry from this d ¢ pto
Newrurepled Of u w shlt elom f egncptiad
hnela t o developme t but not for gn ested
meest T hchlag t ddd S me us
F % t o yfeelng th tthe two Prm Mt str hd
nsen boepre Inght d and ho nthm lestobemn
n truct utl % and comp tb! temperament Inthel t
analys they erebthm d ho had d unk de p W st
emth ght dwh e mor ffct ely lat d tha  ome
ofth v ollegesag ntth mmunal us

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DLLH1 § ¢ day 2041 Septemb 1947
Consttat  1_Go error G Thp b ngs no repte and
Mo tbtten em ftdtohiet gl th th ee or four
o ate th mdst £ 1l th preoccupat n  th the
Pu pb nd Junagadh Wit Mncktnh gust medat G
mment H s wth th t f the Hyd  bad dlep &t n—
pokesmn fthe Nzam trng stter ft—f r f rther met
1ewthMoutbttn Th ItthdilM Ime —the temt
Mslem ognsat n th State thch ha b n plyng 1
nerea nglypow f1 1 nthef mt fHyd b d pol ¢y
sin the tra s{r of po r—p t to work gan on the Nizam
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while he was 1n a recalatrant moed m 2 fusther efiort to sacrre
Monckton's removal.  Monckton was m Delln o2t the ums, bmt
after he bad retumed to warn the Council of the perils of 2
breakdown and of his own itention of leasing immedntely for
Englnd the ltteh..d .t the last mna‘e scems to hase been seme
what fnightened b, 1ts uwn handimork, and to have pleaded
with bim 1 forcible terms that of he were 10 Jenve them Doy 3t
would be 2 disaster Mountbatten 1s still hopefnl that 211 will
be well even though little more than three weeks 1s left of the
tho moaths extension

At to-day s meeting, which V P attended, the dalegation stress-
ed the importance attached by the Nizam to the disuncuon be
tueen accession and assoctation  Accesston  they felt would
lcad to bloodshed They werc also fnightened of interfe-ence
{rom outside  Both Mountbatten and V P pgave essurances that
therr fears were without substance that the Indian Go emment
had behaved correctly and that its resources were at the Ruler’s
disposal if required to deal with disturbances “Mountbaten
warned that unless agreement could be reached by the i5th
October breakdown must be envisaged which would he thought
be senious enough for India but even more so for Hyderabad
The delegation has deposited some Heads of Agreement which
are designed more t0 keep the ball 1n play than to deade the
match

Mon kton said oftervards that he felt there was no fund.
mental difference of approach betneen Mountbatten and him
self  He would conunue to Jook for the formula which would
alios  t tutory independence for Hyderabad and shich white
contaming no direct relerence 1o the word  recession™ would m
corporate 3t on 1 de facro basis  Hydembad he added was in
no pasition to play the role of the fully fledged sovereign St te
Provided the nerotintions do not breuk dosn completely he
thinke that the MNizam will press him to stay on 1 Intle lorcer
hut hes decision to dy so or not depends upon wheher he can
sco 1 rewsonable hepe of achieving 1 compromise I there 35

ny suth p ospect he feels he oupbt 1o sty 1f only because
perce ~nd order in the Stvte may Jargely depend on his aval
ety Rt oot vonld be ualees fag hum to semn® Both
the N 1m nd hiy Gosernment are sery solatile statesmen
puniuae a very mnconsuistent and wavenng hre of policy



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

MIGRATION OF PEOPLES

‘GOVERNMENT MOUSE NEW DELRI S day 2Ist Septembe 947
THIS MO NING AT 715 a p rty f sixte n left Palam anfield by

the Go morG eral Dlotat mkea wundtur fsom
four hunded m les \h outes _f the gt:s\ e{ugee mer
tons bet en th E s d Wet Pum b The vy nm ot

Hou prtyinl ded \h Mountb tten Ismay Vem n dmy

1f ¢ G ernment  ne s were Nebru Patel Ne gy Ra)
kumar Am t Kv Gen 1Llockhat H M P tel nd Sha
kar As eapp ach d the R wehdouxfstae alvs n
fth s T fth d peat x dus Wen looking d wn on
on ftheget tm ments § po?\xl t n arc rded hustory
and then only on m Il gment

Hndus Skh and M lems h e bef e now i resp nse to

m cr s g thered up ther w Idly good nd mo ed away
but th rle t k w  usually imted to communit’
and th  w ways the ¢ pect ton th t th wand w uld
ult mately m back to ther h me land To-day h e r
th ths dff nce th n mbers nth mov

bly g t than befor od ths tm th:rc w n bc no

et

W truck th first great cara nera betw 1 Ferozepur and
Ballokt }l d z2nd p d tfracrossth Rav. W fles
fact f r over fifty miles aga nst th s stream of ref ge s v1th t
rechngit urce E ry n w nd then the den ty of bullock
carts ud faml keepng t th tho Ifelin of the

d wo Id tal as ay bnly t fill ut agan n 1 se column

ithout end

At Bl ki Head the act al boundary the ref gees waung
to c oss the b dge verflowed and t k n the appear nce f
a squatt r t wnship H !hey h d been bmughl t a stand
sulf but th g er | movement wa ery sl and w cc 1d

men o horseb k p ssing up and do n who emed
gvx gsome h ence fnot mm d toth closely pcked
At the road d some fam1es wcre flanked by the r catile
m m ny case th r only w Idly t btfew fany wuld
be 2ble to pass the 1 estock ac oss the bridg  Alre dy th
fi wof h man traffic across it w by nd ny concewv bl capa
oty f rwhich thadbe bult

As we fl w back mto Ind we came d wn low over the north

emmost of th Mosiem efugee con oys making its slow and
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Eamful way along the mamn Lyallpur Lahore road _Their exodus.
rought them across the Beas River and involved an elaborate
detour to save them from passing throngh Amntsir We esti
mated that st took us just over a quarter of an hour to fly from
one end to the other of this particular column at a flying speed
of about a hundred and cighty miles per hour  This column
therefore must have been at Jeast forty five miles long

At the conference on Sunday Nehru and Liaquat had told us
how, to begm with they had ‘set their fices against any whole
sale transfer of populations but how events had nﬁ\dly become
too large for them and had dictated the course of their poli

To-dry we saw for ourselves something of the stupendous
scale of the Punpab upheaval  Even our brief bird s-eye view
must have revealed nearly half a mithon refugees on the roads
At one point dunng our fight Sikh and Moslem refugees were
mosving almost side by side 1n opposite directions  There was
no sign of clash  As though impclled by some deeper instinet

they pushed forward obsessed only with the objective beyond
the boundary

OOVERNMENT HOUSE NCW DELHI Monday 22nd September 1947

At this morming s Emerpency Commuttee  Cabinet Mimisters
took a rather firmer and morc urgent view than therto of the
need to defend refugee trains  In the past few hours reports
htve come 1n of no fewer than four scrious attacks on refugee
triuns two on Mosiems n Jullundur and at the Beas bridge
and two on non Moslems 1 the Lahore area  There was any
out discussion on the measures needed to tackle these bestal
outrages

Duning his visit Liaquat had referred to once trun starting off
with two thousand prssengers of whom only seven hundred
had arrved 4t the other end and of another completely lacking
i any water supphies for a three-dty journey  As i all these
toun horror stones there as the usual factual confusion and diffi
;—ull\, dm sccunng relable dia  In the meanwhile rumours {an
treds

One encouraging {acter s that both the Governments of the
United 1 rovinces and East Punpib arc showing strength in thesr
resolve to 1ackle the disorders  Collectine fines on willipes whih
ate known 10 te mvolved i these attacks are being imposed and
Jesicd sathin twerty four hours  Should night 1runs be aban
dened? 14 the eflurt to poovude pro ecion for pawsenpe 3 at
mrht s able Army contineents were imohed  During ene
of e incderts several oflicers and sity four mea had been
enpiped 11 a desperate hand to hard strupgle

Ay the d 'ate continied Mounttatten faned the wider sssuer
—the need for establisunp the proprr paontics bets cen the
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g neral ma nten nce of law and order and the r pd mo ement
of ref e H nt £ rther  nd asked what w st b done
afterthe fug em ement wa over Mo e troubles mghte siy
flov from falur to_ta kle thee questons nth the utmost
urgency nd nanalllnd basis We must known wh t the
plos f r them re and planning m 0t wh t 1s bemng done n t
onlv f rt day but forn tw k nd far bey nd Where will
they go? W 1{ it be an o derly settlement? Wall 1t be dom nat
ed by black ma ket corrupt n and squeeze? Ths rased ne
of th gr test admmtralvy poblems in hstory In a few
day th head of the g eat fifty m le column would have cr sed
th" b de Thy e 1 vog the rich ¢ lony district of the
Puny b They were not g ng to a Promis d Land Their new
home w s s peri r only n th t 1t pro xded phy cal safety
Mitthats dthith fi ttvo ph es fth r fug e problem
—where tom e them on arr al and h v to feed th m for the
1 Xt s X months—were the m t diff ult The I ngerte m plan
n g heflt stel tvly ea et Wh t arrangements b ask
d had been mad for geftng n the <t harve t? Neogy ad
th t ma y ref gees had been ttra ted by the standing crops
and were preading out t pgather them 8§ me fifty thousand
b d already d ne o He dded that h va drawng up a
sch me for coll ¢t farmmng B t M untb tten war ed there
acatleastt hundedthuwsad fg s nth ¢ n oy we saw
ytrdy adimmed t f dng  angment wll'b n ded
for them Patel remark d th t thre wa thre months fo d
mn ﬂi Eat Pum b but that the d trbut n £ t w s the real

p_blem
During ths g Jonged dicussio Ism y whspered to me th t
all th s really should be th ash d ut 1n Cabm t comm ttee u der
the Prmm M1 ters harm oship but T must y that T am
cIn d to thnk th t it tll ne ds Mou tbattens pr ence to
pro 1de the sens of urgency and est blsh th correct prionities

‘GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Tuesday 23rd Sept mb 1947
To-dy beggest d vel pm t has been Jinnahs appe [ t th
Commonw Ith t nter n Pksta dspte th Indi
Nhruhsapp entty ttenamode t and t te manlle eply
As wth all finn hs majo polcy d ¢son it vould seem t be
car fully tmed nd to coincde sgmific ntly w th reports that
h ve been r ach g me fr m Fore gn corresp ndents of a__up-
s1g of ant1B tsh felmp d comment n Pk tn Thee
wnclude ne spaper ttacks on Buthh ffcers nm hthesm
Ines asn Inda asset ns th tthe pr  ttro ble re manly
d t a B tshBnyaall nce ancrcﬂ!ﬂm fMuthbtie
hunself who1 legdtob d gruntled tnthamgah v
th double G vern ~Ge er 1hp It 15 noted that these themes
are n t d couraged mm hgh pl ces and that the format n of
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public opinton on such matters s in the hands of very few 1
get the tmpression that with his approach to the Commonwcalth
which can only be 1 source of embarrassment in all the Dom
nion capitals Jinnah may well be over playing his hand  India
howesver 1s in danger of doing just the same thing over Junagadh
The Jam Satub of Nawanagar has just indulged 2 bellicose
Press conference calling for coats off and no non resistance
etc

The Amritsar situation 15 stil very grive  Cholera has broken
out and the trun attacks continue  Yesterdy s decision to can
cel 1l trains passing by Amnitsar has been discussed to-dry at the
Tighest level and Nehru after consultations with Mountbatten
has confirmed that the decision 1s still in force  Telephomic com
munication with Amntsar 15 very difficult but I succeeded on
behalf of the Associated Press of Indma who had been com
pletely baMedan their attempts to get through 1n sccunng from
therr Jocal correspondent the text of 2 joint Peace Appeal from
the two Sihh leaders Tara Singh and Oodham Singh -~ Without
Government House pnoritics the  Appeal  mught have been
indefinttely delayed  but high importance was placed both by
Mountbatten and Government aircles on its rapd publication
The tone of their Innguage had tn kccﬁmg with their patnarchal
apprarance much more of an Old than New Tostament ring
about 1t After boldly denouncing shameful attacks upon women
and children they added fiercely  We do not desire fniendship of
the Moslems and we may never befriend them  We may hue
to firht agun but we shall fight 2 clean fight man Milhing man

What effect this crude appeal will hawve on ther followers 1t
15 diflicult for anyone who has not mrde a close study of Sikh
m)cholotzy to «ay  Both are undoubtedly big_men in the com
plicated hierarchy of Sikh religious poliics  The trouble 1s that
the sitiatien 11 at other moments of supreme cnsis n Sikh has
tory scems to have passed out of control of the leaders  Rilly
Short exphined to me how the ewence of the teaching of Guru
Nanak the founder of Sikhism was Where five of you are
pythered together there am 1 The Sikh tradiion secordingly
15 o1 ¢ of ccll formatian and spontaneous local leadership Here
1w e ot 2t onee of Gilh streapth and wedkness  In the
Wirher reachies of command the prevaihng atmosphere s one of
indisaiphing and sntnigue nd Short conuders that  uthonyy 18
m ung from the o'der leaders such as Tarn On~dhim and Guam
hartar Sanph 1o 3 pueeber of youtper men clielly ex Indian
N oty Ammy oTiecrs

The Sikh leaders are at prest puns to desenite the Hindu

 ther brothers 1t there ure rot many outward signy of bros™
the fy Ine and Tam Sin,h has been alme t cqually
in bt dsctisfaricn waith the Eac as with the West o
Gme rment B Partitien has mreant gmered.e ecorom o
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ﬁcc for the Sikhs t 1 nt | poltcal concentrat Lywng
hnesyreah fDIh they may mprse aft the mass
mg t n m fifty pe cent of the t tal popul t n of th
n E tP )b Provnce
Inf rmed bservers se th stu tion all th ngredent f
aSkhnat nltm m t dcnsdertht ledythe 1
t nwh hh b n mo ted of creatt g w1 dan pr nce
of Skh tn f | t me sure up to Skh demands On c¢m
plcation ho e r 1th tud d ttus of the Skh P nces
Led by th M h of P11 they can be xp et d to co-
operate more lllmgly l\h the Goemnm t fInd and
f frm thu m fth Skhpartyl d s
They may well hold the b l nc fpover nthsob u  truggle
Blly Sho t has been orking ith the nigy f be erto
scue SkhM Imt nd th t b meeting at
Lahorc tomorrow t h ht hpdTraSngh lbepe
t Imay ready to play a medating r le sh uld the occa
swn wa rant t

COVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI W dn sd y 241hS prember 1947

At t days Emergency C mm tf ther g neral
de¢ s n fg m mls Chettyugedlhl
tpp lyhl\:lbg !o(hecleang fDlh dwel

f 1o ay that he w nted_ef g p df

g1 to the ¢ In D

E{ lh I g s—-Mosl m nd non
Mo Jem— leady in to b e uraged t 1 Nh d
t th dforth rapdcet n fth nwEalPun)abmptl
cny Hc :u on dthtthr eremnywh w Id nt

al g poprton fthmpe pleof s bst ¢
P t l the adm ntrt I'st argued th t ¢ p pn rty should
beg tok p gihc(ram gmgand to the t nof th
camps wh ad vere ervors of ds  tnt

Mo ntb ttnbl ed lha! an evn mor ugant pr blem lh:m
r mption of th t ns asthe I w s of the
(he refuge 1 mn and the need t get th m movmg agan
% tontosayth tth stif t hgh p mim
|aw]css ess W 'm t reassert th ¢ sen As fr s he
knw th wsstlln s gl 1stance £ taleth form
dcr or arson commtt d du ng th esent tro bl s There v
h f he falr f the hthrt fame I tellg cc
sysgm Wht pswe ben tknto em dy ths?

qu ting rts h be n rea h g Mountb tt n bout
th m le nd tr tment of Bt h of They hase h d to
tackle o mhelm g d tub ces whl lackng th m!t y
pwe o ¢ | prtf meth sdet ppre s th m The

feel g bhas grown lhat |he flrt set lyuntecogn ed They
hdtosrv wth tthebs ﬂmmtspl 1 1y mal
Mounlbanen and T may h v both b ps g Nhru
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Jinnah to 1ssue statements paying tributes to thewr work ~Jmmnah
rephed frankly that he considered the reference he made n s
speech at the banquet i Karachi on 13th August was sufficient

The problem has now become acute as a result of a statement
to-day made by the nfluential Liberal leader Pandit Kunzru
who 15 reported as saymng that had Bnish officers acted impar
tally the situauon would probably huwe been brought under
control 1t the East Punpab  He also alleged that a Bntish officer
had been responsible for not preventing a large number of casu
alties 1n the Sheikhupurt massacre at the end of August Mount
batten rang Nehru at once about these grave allegations point
g out that the statement as reported was both untrue and hibell
ous and that unless 1t was immediately refuted the posiion of
Brush officers 1n the Indian Army would become unbearable
Nehru promised to make an carly statement  \Whercupon Gandht
intervened to suggest that perhaps a better way would be for
Kunzru himself to make a public retractton  lsmay howeser
1s not satisfied with this solution which in his view meets the
demand of Indian but not of Briush opinton 1nd he has persuad
cd Ncehru to issuc a statement based on reliable evidence which
categoneally demes that the cufprit at Sheikhupura was of Bntish
nitienality  The whole inadent shows that goodwill 1s sull 1
delicate plant but one which Nehru s always ready to nounsh

OOVERNMENT HOUSE NOW brint Iriday  26th September 1947

Unwitungly Gandhi scems to have added to the general ten
sion for during his Prayer Mecting this evening he made pasung
teference to the posstbibity of war wath Pakistan in an address
otherwise wholly desoted” to his worship of God as truth and
non violenee but the phrise an question  If Palastan persistently
tefuses to sce ats proved error and conuinues to minmimise it the
Indiin Gosernment would hwe (o go to war against it has
touched a ran nene and undoubtedly aroused intense and almost

scared specultion among the Press and will almost certainly find
s way into the world s headhines tomorrow

GRTESMENT ((OLST, NEW pramt Saturday 271h September 1947
Mountbatten received a letter the other day from o Mr harda

panting out the difliculties listeners to the Al Indin Radio were

expeniencing in heanng the proprammes and recordings of Mah

atma Gandhrs words at s Prayer Meetngs This has led .

Mountbatten who feels that these dauly messages with the

copicn of yesterday s on which he immeduately tackled Gan

are one of the preat factors for the creation of confidence

samty 1o ruie the matter winh Gandh personnlly and 1o

struet ;e to follow it up in more detul T -

s gy
[

hY
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Thave had ar vezlmg and I think val able talk wth Gandh |
at Brl House th aft noon
As I cam mto ther m he wasbusy w t g a note and dd
n t look up Wh n he dd so he coughed rth h vy Se
~ths how1 ty ! had been told dur ng the m nng
that th t rvev 14 ha b p stponed But h nov
planed th t the me g that I hould hot ¢ me had been
sent without h thorty and that he h d 3t 1t red as he vos
not asllthat h oildnttalktome Hes dtht
batten b d not actually dscu d  1th hm the pessblty fhs
mak gastdob decast but had m elv h nded over the letter
from M Hhatda atth  nd of ther} tt 1k s ggesting that 1
sh uld c‘(p] m th posto to him
Yy p ning out th t th b oadcast recepton f hs
Prayer Me tungs sby manssat fatry The great listemng
and ge iy awu tng b g dance were n v Yways he hng
ery m h fvht s d Oft n not more than n vo
f v came \‘hr gh A numb  of specal pobl m  ere nvohed
nm tamgthe udbilty f td broade s Ther w
the xiane o e fth meting tsif No doubt t ws
n cess ry !(lm frth Mahtm t tmhshed ‘ay from
them roph ne Iddnot ddththsy ¢ as erylova
temp very ft Ipndot (h t lthough el swasa
temend uly po erf 1m dum fo d ta whth m
as nd dal y few fle wo Id led dflly plld
t Tc sd edtht tw Id pzeatlyhlpmp fy

opnon fh id be p tomk a stud brmd
~ast AllInd R d

Gandh st} reacton \ agamst the, 1d: T make a
st p hi astd !d be fo me th al I d to

wm ss my clf |h ough 1 gadi e vhclh Tt co ts
of dpl dthi twsnot e saryfr
hm to go l a sl do nd that th broadea t coud b made
y st s well where he s gn nth form fad lo
with hs frends He ret d to h object n that the peech
would h ¢ to be prep red n ad nce This w s contrary to
hs meth d f speakmg pontane ly what \ as in his mad
Irepted that Mh gh a stsc pt withn tme Imt \ as
1] m cdrsefrrd taks nhscas th
mendou autﬁor ty the de pet imp  on would be ¢ meyed f
spck  tmp  forasl g shelhd Hesamd h hd
ftn passd Al 1 d Rad  whch he v d rsto d was one of
the most up to date eve by Erpean t dard bthehd
peer been nsde H  sumd thtJ had 1a mad o ly one
pe al broadcast I repled that 1 h d not p s med to sugge t
mr butif he old be prev led upon to speak per od cally
I @ g sure that the impact n opn n  ould be even greater
T h ve n ver really given full cons deratron to talking o r the
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wireless  he sad I would like two or three days to ponder
over the arguments you have put forward There are many
hurdles to jump before T can make up my mind but I think you
have yumped over the first of them

He then turned to wider themes He said that what worried
him most was that the trouble here m Dell and the Punjab
scemed to be deeper  He was unwilling to admut that lis and
Suhrarwardy s nfluence had been decisne m Calcutta and would
not 1n fact feel confident about his own influence unless he achn
eved a measure of success here  He described m detail how he
and Suhrarwardy had started on their joint enterprise 1 Calcuttr
Suhrarwardy had shown great courage and endurance Ihis ap-
peranee in Gandhes Ashram was a deamatic departure from
the comfortable mode of life 10 which he wa nccustomed By
pledging humsell on behalf of the Moslem muonty he had will
ingly accepted bath discomfort and danger

1 suggested that the difference perhaps between Calcutta and
Didhs was that he had been present m Caleuttn to gnp the crisis
nt the outset whereas he had only armved here when the troubles
were m {ull flood 3l saad that'thie was not wholly true There
had already been quite a long sequence of disturbances before
he and Subrarwardy set to work  The {act was that somehow
the atmosphere in Caleutta wag favourable to his mnflucnce but
fiere at present L was not He spoke of the angry man who had
asked him the day before how st was that 1 he really was 4
Mahatma and 2 miracle worker he could not put mattets nght
§ delt wath tam yesterdy  as you no doubt saw Gandhuyg
<ud he was profoundly anxious about the communal situation
Untets checled the elimax could only be that no Moslem could
;fpcrd tmself as safe bsing in India and no Sikh or Hindu n

i

Durning the Iuter part of our taik Ragluman Amet kaur and
the fimous Mirmben (Miss Slide) came n and & young gul
throughout took a (ull note of the conversiton  Of his Caleutta
ndventute—one of the most dramatic achiesements of his Life—
he tad spoken with real zest Clearly the incongruty of hus
assweantien wih Subraoaiedy bad appealed to bws tvet present

en ¢ of humour  His eyes sparkled as he deseribed the detals
«f thar junt bargain One does not come awty with the yn
presson «f 2 sery old man 1w hes dotape or even snecdotage
bt of ene who Iines sith the ntensity of youth and sctammy the
bn\tnh sense of fun which tragedy and the pawing of tume cannot
wither

COVIRAML Y HOUSE NTW DI Sunday 2%k September 1947

Througho at my 21k with Gandh yesterday be shoaed humselt
m'!e s holly unpatitbed by the stir which his Priyer Meetmg
fefetene (3 was bad produced  Spealung again Jast night he
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T ha ¢ had a reveal g nnd I ttuok val ble talk v 1ith Gandhp
at Bula Ho  ths ft

As I came it th roomhew!busywrlngant nd dd
1 tlook up When b dd so he o ghed rather he ly S
—th 15 hov I geet yo ¥ had been t 1d dunng the m mng
thtth mters w ould h to be p stp ned But he now

plamed th t the m ge th t I should hot ¢ me had be n

t wvithout his uthorty nd th t he had_talt ed R
ntsoll that he ould not tlkt me Hesadtht M nt
batten h d not t lly dscussed wth hm the possiblty of hs
makinga t d broadcast b t had merely h nd d over the letter
frm Mr Rarda tth end of th r last talk s ggesting that I
should e'(pI n the poit ntohm

ITbgan by p tng ttht the br decast recepton of hs
Prayer M tngs bynome n t factory The g eat liste g

d nce eag ly awat g his gud n enot wysh 1 g
verym ch f hathe d Oﬂen n t m than one v rd m
fi “came thro gh A umbe f 1al problems were 31vol ed
mnm tamng th wdblty f outsxde b deasts Thr
th extr ¢ sn e of the me tng tself N doubt 1t w s
neesryattm f theMhtmat tmhshed y from
th merphn Fdd t dithath oc very lo d
h temp ryfst Ip md ttht llh gh\nl Wns:x
trem d ly p flmd rd nt h the m s
a dvd Is y fe oflh xldsl drshdf\xllyaxp] td
t Tcond ditht t would ge tly help m pa fy g pub!c
pnon fh"IcouIdbdpre 1d pontomakea tdob ad

Gandh mt |re ct s ag t the de To make a
3t pech n tdi 1d b for m theatrcal 1 nced to
tpess my If th gh al g adence whether ¢ con ts
offi orfiel kh Texpl edtht tvas t nccessary for
hmtogot astd adthtthe br deast ¢ Wd bem d
3t wellwhe h as tt gn w nthe form cf ds logue
withh f ds Hertmedt hs byctontht the spe h
wuld haetob pepaed n ad Th as ¢ ntrary t
h mthd fspck gsponta ously bt sinh mnd

I ptdtht Ithogha t cnupt withn a time Imt
the nom | proced efr dotalk nhscse vthhste
me dou uth ty th deepetmpre so wouldb con y dif
h spcke cxt mpore f r Tong h lkd Hes d he had
ftnpa ed All Inda R do  h¢h he und stood was one of
th motupt dt ewenby Erope stand d bthe hd
neer been sd He sumdthat 1hd nmnd only o
specal broadcat Iy p! dthat Thad t pres mdto ugg st
m butf h ould be p aled pont pek pe odically
T as sure that the mp ct on pr on would b ven great r
1 have n ver r ally given full consider t n to ¢ Iking over th
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The first more was VP s visit to the State ten duys 2g0 which
produced only himited resulis  He met the Dewan who told
fum that the hawab was mdisposed and therefore could not see
him However the Sheikh of the small State of \{angre! which
up to the trans{er of poner had been under the suzeramnty of
Junagadh used the occasion of VP s presence in the neighbour
hood to get away from his own State and volunt.nly to accede
to India thus following Babanawad which had already acceded
But the Sheikh on hus return to Mangrol which comnaded with
\ P s to Dellt found lumself obfiged to renounce his accession
0 the 22nd the Government of India deaided that the cwrcum
stances 1n which the letter of renunciation w1s writien were such

as 1o justify them ignonng st Junagadh followed up this blood
less uctox;y over Mangrol by sending troops into Babanawad
Trese de

velopments were near cnough 1o a checkmate to 1n
funate P tel \\m consuiders that an act of war has already been
< d by dh 1n sending troops to Babanawad and that
indiz shoul(r take all the necessary steps to oust them  Indeed
unless there 15 1 show of strength and rerdiness 1n the last resort
to use it he s ready to resign Just 1s KNashmir as ctlose to
Nehrus heart so Junagadh s part of Patels homeland It 3g
ey to dismuss this as mere provinernhsm  but it 15 necessary
<l vays to remind onesell that the concept of India s 2 nation
© by Luropean standard of geography and populition consider
ably trrger than hie
Mountbatten wrote to Nehru yesterday making the distinction
betwcen the phinming of and prepartion for miltary operations
-md ther actual execution stressing that a direct conflict bety cen
the two Domimons would not only undermine their moral reputa
uon but alse put thar phlec\l sunnval in deadly penl  Tins
ndvice as acceplable from Mountbatten  Unfortunately the three
Chicls of ST who are al Boush 1 therr appreciation of the
Junipadh sturion hve quite independently  underhined  the
Gmverner Generals estimate of the danger to a point where they
have clearly overstepped the boundary between military and poli
uc|1l Advice Thus further fuel hos been added to Patels
mdipnaticn

To avoud wny further confusion of this nature while At the
wme time o mimmise the peneral nsk of false decision and
precipitate action by the Government  Moumibatien has recom
menced the esablishment of a Defence Committee of the
Calinet Wathm this context he hisin mind anaillary committees
tih s the Chuels of ST Commuttee Jomt Intelbpence and Joint
1ianmng Commitees but he has at the same tme propounded
¢ne vl mowdficiien of the Brtwh practice in which the Chaef
s [ the Tmpenial Gereral Stafl s wholly diverced e ationnl
Cormmand He Pas masted that India would gdo ~dopt
p ocedare wherehy {ren each of the thee S . the
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same officer should double th role of Commander i Ch ef and
Chu f of Staff N bru and P tel appr ved this de and Ismay
has been asked t dr ft a pape elaborating its org mis ton
tme for to morr ws Cabi et

As fr Jnag dh M untbatten hs uged an nt med te
curs wh hally for milt ry reinf rc ment to contnue but
onlv n und sputed ter ttory aron d th State He has 2lso asked
th t Lt quat hould be ad sed of the scope and nature £ all
mmpend ng troop mo ements t kathaw r Fn lly he wants a
¢l publc tat ment that Inda w1l ccept th verdct of the
pop I” wil nall St tes her cces on s in dspute

He sedsom bgqu to th m nng Tranlat o from
cent 110 pro ncalsphres fdiymywilhy beenbhnd
hs pl t°  plea that No paper plans work out H sys

ver omm dt n fratleast fie I khs (five h nded
thuand) lbeneddtht wnte ndh p ed the problem
wheth th ¢o ed ccommod ton ho 1d have pr rtv ov r
theueof 1l gesh ols nd hom B ldng r our es do not
allon fp edngat full thr ttle vth b th  He v nts th
n weEast Punyb aptalt be desgnedt holdamlh pe p!
Heag sthat t ho Id st rt fr m sc tch Mou tbatten st ngly
a2d ed thtwhat erl dis Tlectdsh uld b fr zen and no
(rcchd ids How d therw e 1t ould b me sp cul tor
ra

Tried net tor dt th se ty f th canal Jlong th
TndoP kst bond y The st ndsiil ag eem nt by hch they
2 bee tr t1d "1 ce 15th Aug t s n t working Shot
havebenfied nw rker  Who1s csponsble? S rely not the
P kst o Army? Gen 1L khatsadth Pakit n Army as
undoubtedly 1n  stat of lert nd expectng mmed t n on
frmth EatPu)b "T ed epl dthth hdb en expectng
n dentcal att ck from th Wet S meh w nfid ce must
ber estbl hd Th prop 1y tht there sh uld be a tw ¢

ckly me tng wth Mud = the We t Punjab Governor the two
Pime Mnaste nd th Ar a Comm nde

The t i tuation v s d cuss & Th t ouble centre 15 now
btw nLudh na d Am tsa and there h ve ben s 11 us
br kd vms alo g the m nhne E t rout  Some of the Skh
Princ ar addngt Tn d s dflicult K purthalz pu hed a
column fref gee fr m hs State t the ma'n ¢ lumn witho t

tn g the E st Punab Go me t nd there re heavy
ca ualts  from starvat ‘n wh! ther has b en a sim lar ruthless
tmo 1of M lem from Fandkot

At lunch ¢ day Trived t 1d us that Sikhs and Mos! ms pas

¢h othe on the road nd sh w frat mal v ty i crhcs g
ther own Governm nis' I sat pext to M par Eat
Puny b G ernment offc 1 ho has been m king a close study
of the whole casualty poston It 13 of course notorious that
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refupees prinapl victirs of atrocmes, mak~ very urrelzble eye-
mmisscs prwhg\‘mcr 1t ks beea possible to check the fac‘g the
assessment of c\sunlr:lcsd}w% ?3¢“1m55 bas proved to be m-
flated more than a hundsed {0

In hr{r:' Thapar s considered view 1t 15 riost ralike?!, that the
total casaalues of killed and womd~d =ill tun out to be more
than one per cent of the tetl populzuo~ 1a the zrea of
disturbance

The troubles which hod 11 fact started 1 PRuszlprdi ard
Mooktan 1n March 19-7 causing majer migrations a1d conhnuing
thereafter came 1o 2 he.d with the transfer of pover Lahere
was reported as out of control with ene per ce=t cf the tosn on
fire by 14th August by the I5th tael ¢ prr cent vas repoued 1o
be 1n flames  The storm th= pas »d to Amriear

Under prevailing conditions Simla was wholly arpracticable -t
the administeatise cetre o m sp ¢ of the luck of phyucal
faciiies he decided to move to Jullundur beezae the S$tra 00
could be more casily controlled from there

The first pohicy conccgt was 10 {ry {0 $10p M1 1 €/°0U Urn
Hit own tour between the I5th and 27th Augut h d been d
voted to that end By the 28th he bad the feelinty that the saud
tion was i1n hand  Then follosed the my .« cre of Steichupars
m the West Punpab  There were varyin” ¢ tieates of the co uad
tres there  Mudie put them 2t thre~ bt ~dred but b~ Armys
siwuation feport pave the mimmum 6 ures 1 betaern truen
hundred ond cipht hundsed  There way 1 vir'nt fe urn
Amntsar With this Trnveds sud the reahiation e 10 birs
that 1 major transfer of population was neviteble  frera 18 (
dyy o this hie has been trying to carry thn pahey throuzh ari
to keep his Mimsters up 1o the mark

COVERNMINT HOUSE, NEW DUUMT Twesday 30th Separmber 1947

A m-cung has duly tahen place of the Prime Munmter Dirp 1y
Pume Minister Mimisters of 1) fence and Finance ool 1fr

Binnter without JTortfolio It desenbed ft ¢lf as n I rovidonal
Defence Comnuttee and then approved ity own permanent com
povitiat and functions recening full Cabinet approval Diter an
the day  The three Senice Commanders 1o Chie! who are oy
auteensh afly Chiefs of ST of therr own Services av v el nre
01 attend all s meetinps Mountt 1tten has been snvgted to (ke
the chur m a persomnd cxpacty an vew of his hnowledps and
crprr nee of high mulilvgy anttens™

Wha cver the nisks of misrepresentation acrosy the border this
dertu i a netable victery for moderation and <ane coun
sl The Derre Commuttee snstrument and Mountbaten s sud
#ace free'y i ed and informally given cannot {wl 1o serve 3
& te trursep =g ¢ at A e of preat stress when sOns are
o wding diement and the pace of expenente high
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For the past thre  ceks th Emerg ncy Commtiee of th
Cabpet servi g s the cho n nstrument for immediate hgh
le el decsston b drect d all the agenye f ths ne born
strcken G ernment It has been  nfical respwr ton and not

h !]y centfic in m thod butth h 1t of Ind hay continved

be t after ¢ h %} ts peak in Delln the East
Pun]ab and Northern 1 d s whole slowly but susely begin
bb E ery mo ang we ha ¢ anxi u ly watched th flags 1n
|h M p Roomt se f the rep rt d ten on m th Unted Pro-
mees Insuhatesas L kno nd C wnpore  uld burst out
mtoafeshorgyof kull g butth firmact n fthe Prowm |
G ernment butt ss d by supporl tth C te hass meho
“held th m_ ement of ref ge g the Puny b Umled Pro mces
dcr Ihee has £ us been a wider dispen at n—the
vmg in: t fi tdetructi efoce—d 2 nd famn
the la s of prob blity h 1d h ve exacted the
penally bv thed p. | s f powidence have so f 1 pa sed
er thoutdo gs ‘A farashumneff t1 onendsy

1 er 4t 8 dug to the po bl forh fhand f od s rvices
on both sdes ftheb rder A prod £ ous number of cholera in
)eMons vace nat ong th cul 1 ha  been carnd
et Idah fi m larga Y pphes 6f cholcr vacern to P k
tan The rk fm d healng hme out i the com-
m al d rkness

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

REPORT FROM LONDON

COVERN {ENT HOUSE, NEW np_un Wed e day I:r O tober 1947
WEARE IRAVINGf Lo dn twody tme Inthe meonwht!
1 m trymg to g ther n as much backgrou d inf mation as
pos ble 10 ensure that T am f lly br fed n th 1 test fa ts and
op_jon t

Thsmornng Th damost s fon'n tiet lkvth tels pr1 t
s cretary Sh ka at AuangzbR d We beg n by dseu s\nﬁ
P sp blems In spite of the mod s v d :d tiat

ecks Go mm t Hu meetng with th Fo gn P 1
<! rtht the Sardar and hs crcle are st éu]l of res mm t

at Brtsh Press treatm nt of the Punjab tr bl nt so
far as to ask m wheth r Ihrs wr 1l the th nks Onngm‘
leade s vere 1o gt fo th der ble poltcal sk thy fi

tak n n accept ng Domn on smus at am 3 1 1d Shankar that
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1 thought history would accord to the Sardar great credut for his
part 10 the transfer of power and that his realistic attitude on
the three major assues Parttion Domuinien Status and relattons
with the Indiin Prnces was statesmanship of a high order

I came away with the firm impression that the Sardar was well
aware of the sohid and immediate advantages Dominion Status
conferred on India  In the wider context of the world conflixt he
clearly appreciates that af 1t comes to a show-down Indins
terests are ikely to be closely interwoven wath those of the West
ern Powers  This bang so Domunion Status or 118 equivaient
enables Indin to come wathin the orbit of Western pood will
without ancurning the formal Iabihitics of a treaty relanonship
It must be stres ed that Patel has never actually intenened
external affurs and that this field 1s Nehrus unchallengped res

nsthility  Moreover the prevailing vies point of Nehmu plices

iwher hopes on Indins capraty to stand outside the strupple of
rival World Powers and in the process to buld up a neutrl
bloc 1 Asta which could p'ay a constructive mediaung role
throurh UN O and by other means

Stinnkar «ad that the Sardar had met waith preat success yeste
fay at Amntsar He had made a bip speech to what was perhaps
the most representating githerinp of Sikh leaders since the trantfer
of power  Nearly all the Jathadas hod been present and b d
1esponded favouradly to fus aall for moderation

Lirquat is back i Dethi for to-diy s Joint Defence Coral
I urderstand that this morming s meettag wos 2 sery diTisult ene
At the emall Junch party afterwards at which Nehru and | quat
were the twe puests and Nemon and my<elf were the staff mem
bers the atmesphere wae sl somewhat stramned TG
who wic 11 a pey green ooat and leohed far frem well pot
myehed in an arpument waith Nehru over the mavement of Mex
lema from Ambala It was ane of those e~casions when we world
all t 1nc fiked to chanpe th e subpsct it eemed poverless to dy vy

Tha haclhenr nd ta all thie tamie 2all e tha crtinm of sha
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M unth tten and Nehru underlin d the clear r ght of both with
th lapse of Paramountcy toacd t Inda Nehru called on
Liaquat to order the Mlhdr wl f Iunagadh troops f om Bab
naad Jsta h s d ing ths a telegram h nded 1

d tgthtJnang dh troops had nov ent r d M ngrol as
Aell Nehru undertook not to allow Indy nt _pst enter esther
Sl 1e until the legal po tionof b thh d b n defin tely establ h

d by hgh th "ty po ddth Junag dh forces sere m

med tely v thdrawn

Liq t atmd n this as reasonably concilatory b t on
the wd se fPkstn pingJ gdhs e¢s nm the
fistplaeh asadamantthlthyh ght nd ngso
H tkesh tn th legal grounds that the ruler ha th
bol te ghtt c de th trf rence to the moral or ethnic
aspe t of accession

GOVERN 1ENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Thu day 2d Ot b 1947
Afen dys g the D Iy T1gapl phl\shcda sn ttnl
reprt t th fl ot that Auchnleck d mg h rcent vst to
K h dstated Ref g t i ould be peaceably rtsumcd
b thdrect if th Skhscf!hePunyb dth Skh St
coildb fict elyd arm N1t nnt ally Patl gm\tly
d tub d by the st ry and h dis ed 3 mpl cat s at som
1 gth 1th Mou thatt I dr h m se
of espondcnce M ntbttn ggested d Pat ! agrced tht
Tsho | th 1 topp muntyt A h leckp  ally
a h k n th storys uthent ty nd if poss b! secur b
1g em nt to a dscl mer
ndt th S prme Command hou ths ftr
n Il md ryquet ndd td Thetr mnd actt
|e ofthepst xw k h cmdsso]ublylnk dGo nm t
H ththen oder btthetdeofe ntshasfi wedp t
ths retdence fthe C nC India sotht tnw okes Iy
mem of former greamc Au hnleck glanced qu kly
lhrough therep t d tone planed n his us al measared
t1 11 e manner that he had n r collection what 1 of say
mg the v rds tt but d to him e ther to Mr Jinnah wih wh m
he had pr longed confident 1dscusstons bt the future of th
pem Commnd r to anyone le least f all th Daly
T1g pl corresp d t whom he hd n t met and dld not
kn Aft raf pthy rem rks on the s bject of Py en
1o alsm he n ted me o era cup f tea n the galden to dr ft
adslamer with um. Ths took only a fev mnut s to ompo
and wthn the ho I w s able to report M ss on complet d
Auch nleck s po ton as Supreme C mmand r1s becom gd Iy
mr dffcult "His expe e ce prestige nod mt gty h ve bee
~v ry v luabl a sets 1 keep ng the part t on of the Ind an
<lear of the grat poltcal d pute from which
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but already there are signs that the Supreme Com

x}:xn.x‘r:!p:s‘mbgmg sub;cclcg to ust the same kind of pressurcs which
made the already baffling task of the Punjab Boundary Force
finally smpossible

m’ c);p m‘;’c n mind the tension engendered by the Punpib at 18
grently to the credit of Auchinleck and fus staff that they have
Been nble to mike such headway without so far attracting major
ccn roversy  Trom the formation of the South-east Asia Com
mand tn the autumn of 1943 onwards T have watched Auchinleck
play the role of s 1f demal  ow he 1s called upon to preside
aver the most panful task of all—the partiion along communal
Tines of an Army the glory of which under Brtish command had
Been + 1 capacity 10 embrace the loyalties of ali Indian races and
religluns 10 & common service

wARACHt Friday 3rd October 1947
Yes erday was Gandlus cesenty-eighth irthday  For the first
tme the Court Circular on Mountbatten s nstructions has se
ferred 10 him a3 Mahaima Gandh Hitherio 1 bas always
teen the format and largely meaningless Mr™  The actual
occasfon of this change 1s the reference to Lady Mountbattens
birthday visit to him yesterday at Bula House ~ I have wnitten
a note to Jan Stephens Editor of The Statesman who has for <o
long been pleading for this particular courtesy
On touching down at Rarachi Ismay was at once doven off
to stay the mght with Jinaah the rest of us bemg billeted at the
atfield  Accommedation s despertely short but for alf that,
F racht 1 bepinnung to the o politun at heve of &
ﬁs:gl ) & sTowIng fziplom\lc Corps throngs the Palace
0 re this eveming 1 was give -
1 have tad in all Asa g gven one of the best dincers

MEDORNT KARACHI HARBANDYA  Safurday 41, A
Apparertly Jinnah was i an angry and adylmcul;t g&g}{_wy

utetly comvinced that the Indian leaders real am s t :r'“

Palist o oot birth that Gandhy b o ot

as never accepted Pary =1
u~der the pune of religous t uf:: o
Hindu poison  and lhgl ?\ch::hsg i e e T

£ =
moderation 13 not really raster in h:sp{;: h:*htz’z;;; :—Ef
Ptel a1 th real dictator who he allepes By em oont s
trholy alliace v b the Hindy Mah.saih axd :w.; iy
fesdy 1o everthion fhe Comgressaf 1 1, 7.::{: e
proprste y Srua

Lt for By any Mot
Yansh busg in almost 1ol [:scg?? g e

and the out da gl o
8201 from bLom mre e

v o hyfen by toumhry h; I '{d, T ET=En

MW -] U -
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LonpoN S ¢ dy 1Ith Octob 1947
t day sent off my first persomal p gress seport to
Mountbatt nbg mng 1th congratulat ons t hm on the burth

fh fistg nd o the baby on st tng |fe in the best
M untb tten style by t (le t ntopunt Lty
Thaehd f (I ntn d] wth Clement Daves who

deser b d the P ltcal settlement of 15th August a  miraculou
ache em nt wh h hd nhanccd our prestig throughout th

w Ildand as nno by s b q ent de elopments n
the Punjj b In hs e b (h the Ru n and Amercan ca
gmtor mpe | m Ind weo for e er dest yed and

noamut f p c1al pIe dng f om either quarter 1d Temnst te
t Thepeetd tubances nly b ght h m the full extent
ofourp t chev mat b ¢t Church 1l ] told you so hne as
eprehensbl ndmm ny s fllcos We ould nly hav
stayed egantw 1d and Brt h opnon mor o er the com
mnal expl on old m tbly h e ngulfed us { w had
tred to stay

1oNboN St d y 18th Octobe IN7
In pust nd fringhtIh h dn all om fifty nterve
two full 1 Presscof n —on th the
Ind n o re pondent Lo don ad the ath:r wth F anc
wi ms mthe ch  to the Lobby C e pondents n the H use

- hcrn lkw\hs St fford Cnpps ndtv m t
ng echwthNoc atrck G d n W 1k r the ne
RSeclrelary nd Und rSecrelary f Stat fr Comm n ealth
el t

Crpps h_p w and prestge n the G m tenh cedby
the cent Cabmet re huffle h s become coordn for n hef
the natons e t  econom ¢ eff rt m s nbingto pull |h
¢ back from th p e 1p ce confron( ng t duing the
vert b tz m the sw N one talking to Cripps can
fal to e mpessed by hs lundty f mind 2d sre ty f
m nr he mewh t ddactic t s because he 1 a pos
tton t b Nonetheles t s p ssbl to apprecate that ths
elmnt of certt d n hs makeup whl fse ic to hxm m
rech g declsmm fh gh p lcy may well have ben s
of we kne d r1 g hs momento n got ations w th the Ind n
1 ders in 1942 d 1946 If ntetlect could have scaled the pro-
blem h succes w 1d h ve been assu

Noel B X and Gordon W 1k 7 are clearly determ ned to brng
f esh 1deas t this ey Departm nt_which 1s a_somewh t uneasy
amalg mation  { the old Ind 2 and Domy ons Offices Both sta t
from ser tch as far s India 1s congerned but that sh uld not b
a dsadvant g n ther case for Noel Bakers speci | knowledge
of internat nal relations and Gordon Walkers f hstory gve
them the night background
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tornooN Wediesday 2°nd Octoher 1N7
I hase sent off my fimxl progress reper* to Mountbatten before
we leave for D 1he on Saturday

Fleet Street [1 wro ¢} firds penume difficulty 1n wdjosting atself
to the tronstion of Congpress from an anti Briush moverrent into
a Domunion Government ard there 1s 3 tenduncy to assume that
Pakastan will ainevitably have closer connectron with Britamn than
Irdin  On the other hand there 1s conuderuble suspreion of
Jirnah s mims and motines Nehru s stoch s nung and he 1s most
hiphly thought of in Goverrment aurcles Patel 15 sull 2lmos
wmp?ﬂcl) unknown

In tte mnerens T hne had with Cnpps Noe! Buler wnd
Gerdo Walker T was questioned abeut the High Cummiasicns
orpantation both g:ncn}l) ard from the Press sieupant  § pave
1t as my porsotnl opnien that s scope was wreevitably res ricted
by your speai! status and nfluence but that with your departure
1t would become onc of the most important mussiers 10 the worid
The objective should be to try fo muntan through the Hiph
Commusston the good personal relattonships that you hanve been
able to establish with the Indiin leaders Cnipps saud that of
action was (o be taken on this it would need to te done farly
{‘mt\l) and he hoped you would pat forward your own vicss o1
:“n:d‘ximrcnam matter when you retvm to London for the oyt

n
\ocfmlcr wondered whether Inda was goang oo nuderition
to the posubility of a new expta) aty  He realised that for the
esent Dethy hid all the administratine faciliies. but from what
¢ huad seen and read it would seem to be physcally ard pohtial
1y vulaerable and o far remosed from the beart of the Ind an
Dominion Iiscusunp Partitenn be arpued that from the v en
pont of interntional relinens there was 8 prora fooe c1se 1o be
mude ot for it A Ceniral Government covering fo 1 hurdred
and ten rullion peop e was too larre a unit for effectine ar
ot treatment throueh internitienal ape~cres and ot was by means
aof sudi aren~es anadeatatly that be believed Nntsh help rd
i~Nuemce &otl tn Fadis aad eloakere mofit qe mast efectitely
by ht 1o berr
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between over-emphass n the sster Domnons theme and the
appearanc  of neutr 1 mdifference t their pr blems
Iwsaskdmoethnon ab utth prospect of Domim on
Status and n the bas of my t Ik 1th Shankar I'sadtht 1
h d the impres on that the matter a still ber g we ghed 1n the
bala ce T was also aked butth p tion of P te] After
st ssng hs import nt r ! n Congres s three g at decr ons
over Partit n Dommon Statu  nd th Acc ssion of the Princ s
Is d1Ifelttht a the eff ctive contr ller of the Congre s
Party bs fir t loyalty was lkely t be t that Party and to ts
fotue It ws ob ouly m s me d nger of breaking up as i
uld 0 longe be held tog th r solely % the ant1 Br tish appeal
He hd alr dy lagely d pr ed hums If of the Pinces s an
alt rmativ. sue and he must b und som pr sure to sub t
tute th Mos! m  if only to 1d be ng trumped by the M ba
bha and th Rasht tya Sw yam S v k Sangh (RSSS) C pps
suggest d th t th relat nst p f Nehru a d Pat t wa a n mal
one as betw en th statesm nle de and th  party second n
comma d
Fin lly Noel Bake nwu to her bout your nten
t nsadth hklhodofy rb gaskdto tyon 15 d
thatTculdntble thatyu uldexily ever you pub
Wlydelredmt t n flevingmmthespmg btththre
ag n the Indan G ernment had n t ctdad san but
% re tse med helving th matt for a long as po sble

LONDON Th day 23 d Octob r 1947
¥smay a ked me to nvite John Be an the Lond n Edtor of
the M~ hst Gradan to see um n the s bect of a con
tr ers 11 ding art le pblshd narly a f ringht ago en
t11 d Retrospect 1t vas the m st sweep'ng attack n the hole
of Mo ntb tt ns p lcy that I ha e seen 1n a ne spap 1 of this
calib e The a tcle spoke of the h stle with wh h the with
d awal was carried out nd the tosng a ay of esp ashlty
‘The Brits h departur torn d int cut nd run 1t w s alleged
that no effech  m  h nery for 10 nt action betw en the s ccessor
Government of India nd P kist n % s set up following the
Pariton nno nceme t of 3rd J ne  Why was no offer made
to st n the Puny b Boundary Forc with Brt h tr ops?  In
fact 1l scems to h v been staked on the g mble that if Part
tion was carred th ugh at break neck spe d the tu bulent and
malgn nt would be 10 much out f brath t sur and th
gamble f led
Ism y was u el quent f rm a d i hs answers to ach pomt
of cntcism certa ly s cceed d tn e posing the hmitat on of ex
po tf ctoarguments nd as rtons He explan d th tn amount
of advance planm g—and there had been plenty—c vld h ve
wholly prov ded agamnst the f rce of the Punj b e plosion 2nd
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the particular form st took. He recalled the Punpabr saying I
cne counts up to eleven one does not strike the man  but the
people were s:mfﬂy not prepared to do just that  Civilised peo-
ples tended to cling to false concepts in their attitude to acts of
swagery  He reaalled Woinston Churchill s definition of fanatie.
wm as apphed to the 1880 war agamnst the Mahdi  Fanaue
1sm wrote Churchill s not in atself 4 cruse of war but 1 some
thing that aan be exploited when war has begun It 15 the out
come of oppression by the stronpg of the weak

So when the Aanchester Guardian compluned of lack of fare
sight 1n «ctting up admimstrative machinery 1t had to be remem
bered that not evenything could be solved by Chiefs of Sta1

pers  Improvisation was mecessary  and the Chiefs of Staff
themselses had to be ready to deal with just such emerpencies oy
they wrose  With for instance Dunkirk we had no iden where
v ¢ would rench the «er Ve might hwe gone back along our
lines of communicayon

Indir i March 1947 he sud was a ship on fire in rud
veean with ammunition n the hold 1y then 1t was 4 quettion
of putting the fire out hefore 1t actually reached the ammunition
There was in fact no option before us but to do what we d d
He wonld be frink and say that he had just spent the uabapp est
six months 1 a long officinl e so he hoped he would not bhe
accused of false complacency in saying that of he had had the
time aver agan he would have prven the same advice

KARACHE—NEW Drint Monday 27th October 1947

We Jeft Nerholt on Saturday 1 2 Lancaver as the Gosernor

Generalt « York was unserviceable and in ceas of 1 complete

overhaul to e ready sn time for the Mounthattens return for the
Royal Wedding

CHAPTIR NINIIIT

RASINMIR IMBROCLIO
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Events Mountbatten said h d taken a ser turn and three
hundred and thity m n £ th Frst Stkh B ttalion w re flown
1 toblck mj 1m ason by North west Front r t besmen

wh m g pdlyonSi g the summr cptal He

was ey nx us that I should b gin makisg my Press contact

early m the m but r 1 ed that 1t v s  ssential that 1
Mfith cq nted (ully wth the lent facts of enss

wh h came toahead hil r ur journey fr m Londo

I a aw lythte ly n Sept mber there h'd been a h tch

n th n wly establ shed relat ons between K hm r and Pakistan
~th Kk hm G mnl cungtn f failur t pr
desuppl s fsce les t lcmmdtiesandp t tngabout
a numb ot small border raids and Pakistan m kng cou t r
compl
Thre day bef re the t nfer f p er and th  Acces 1on
tme Imt th K shour Governme ¢ t  ntento  of
ng t dtll gemnt w(hblhlnda aude tn Sub
seqetly th Id Goemm t plcy h bent refra
fr m mdueng K shmr to ceede Indced the States M siry
uns ti d tn (!fwlkncllon
whh udb lp!d f l\hmrshandan
g ea s tht sotoPakStan tbtaken
amiss by I da Th Mah jaschrne da nm tb ¢
c unted a bg fact  n the present ns Alm t of
actonikcnqckly lh dh Sttfrmth tr
P tnt n 1 ftl but n ombatng m jor
t  uld emlhtas\nhmeNmm ths s the only
weapon n hs dpl mate rm ury
The miltary and pol t cal mp] cat ns f todays m
g and Mountbatten 15 of cour ¢ under n 1ltuson ab t
tht Alth gh hs role can only now n th 1 st resort be ad
v 1y I gt the firm impression that hs p es nc m y already
hy hipdt hs Go ernment o ¢ burdened nd di tracted
with the problems of the Punjab and J n g dh fr m the most
d ger sptfails It asasudd n emergency ¢ lling at once for
r tr tand q ck decision Mountbattens extr ordinary vt 1ty
dean ns wre well adapted to the demands of th h
I gath 1 from h m that 1t was last Friday n ght (24th October)
t b fletd 10 honour of the Same eI gn M st r that
Nehru first spoke of bad news and r po t d th t { ibesmen + ere
be ng taken o mult ry tr nspo t up th Rawalp ndi road State
forces tseems ere absent a d It geth r a most citcal tu
t nwasd lpng M ntbatten attended the Defence Com
mittes on Saturday 25th at which Gener | Lockh t read ut 2
telegram from the Headquarters of the P kst n Army stat ng that
some five thousand tr besmen had attacked and captured Muzaf
farab d and Domel and that considerable tribal reinf rcements
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Wed esday 29th October 1947

Mo nthatt n we t r und ta see Nehru m hs ro m ths morm
og Patel joned them and ther va a fr nk talk b ut the
gueral dest blity fthe L hoevi t M untb tten sked ab ut
gomghmelfaln saymghehdpofelngsof pr nlpide
shen th queton fsa ng the tvo countrt s from ds ter
was t take Patel repl d that he and the est f the C bonet
ere strongly opp sed t either of th mm kngthe st M unt
bttenthen p ntd tthtLiq twa loill ndan ther
meetngof th J mtDfoc Cunclwa manyc edetob
hidtht week It oldb 1 e dly g st re for N hru and
hmelf t got L hore f r tht purpos N hru agreed and
Mo ntb 11 n returned 10 Go emnm nt H nse wh re he t once
mad hstlephoe it Jnnh who %pesedplasur atths
prop sal F ¢ mun te afte wards Do n Campbell rng m  p
t sk wh the there wa a y truth 1 the rumour th t Mount
btte hdben pekingt Jn h on the t lephone

Mou tb tten h'd nntym ute talk ith Gandh today
At ye te days Prayer M eting the M hatm st uck an lmot
Churchilan ot oer habmr H he a the eult wa
nthe hands £Gd mn Id butdo de H w uld not
hed ta fthelttl U o f cewa wped utlk theSpr
tans bra ly d f pdng Th rm py!  no uld b mund Sk kh
Abdull h nd b Moslem H'd nd Skhcm de dy g t

1l

1 m

wampl toth ¢ t fInd s c¢h her ¢ deface o hgi affect
th  h ery 0 d forget that Hindus
M lems od Skhswre v eem §

Th mmedi te mitary taton s ser u The Comm nd
mg Office of th b ttal n flown 1r on M nday has be n k lled
adth e has ben wthd w1 »nd faly heavy fightng 15
gomg nf urand a half mis west fSn gar

It s n tevorthy th t the 1 at 1 Hyde ab d has cted
hrply tothe K hmrc s O ly twe ty four hours ft r the
1d o acceptan ¢ f Kashmrs c¢css n and the fly n comes
thereprt fadimtcholdupofth Nzam dlegt nby
Itthdnp dmob n the of ts dep rtue f r Dells to

ga a Standst 1 Agr emnt We ae stll awatng th f Ul de
t Is of ths xtraordn ry dey lopment but st s cle r th t the
Nzam m his efforts to cing t h  prer gatives s allowing
hunself ¢ come mcreas ngly u der the nff ence of the Ittetrad

tremusts

GOVERNMENT 10USE NEW DELIN Thu day 304 Octob 1947
Pete Rees kondly call d in to ce me fter dnner t ke p me
po ted w th news  Th stuatt 2 1n A hmr he sad was very
obscure and there was no pr per otell gence  He was con 1
that [ the tnbesmen had foll wed the r own oot ng nstincts they



would htve been in Srinagar by now  but under the lewdership
of cxIN A officers they scemed fortunately to be more cautious

After n difficult Defenice Commuttee Nehru's attendtnee at the
Jont Dcfence Council in Lahore was formally confirmed and
announced but he hts since had to send 1 message to Moum
batten that the doctor had decided that he s still not well enourh
and so after all Mountbutten will po lone Nelitu s also
greatly distressed byt Faksstan Government statement  issued
with a sense of timine which seems to be Jmnsh s stock in tride
techmque of applying diplomatic pressure It as m fact 2 method
which males dipfomacy almost imposaible  In the statement the
Rashmur accession 15 d seribed as bang  based on fraud wnd
siolence and as such cannot be recopnised  There was g
added conclusine evidence that Kashmin troops were used first
to attach Moslems i the State and esen to attact Moslem villages
1 Palustan near the border  All this had provohed the Pathan
ruders—ind so on n terms wWhich make 1t probably as well that
Mountbatten cannot take Nehru with lim

GOVERNMENT HOUSE Nrw Diumt Sunday 2nd Nosvember 1947

Since the troubles began 1 have been cut off from my famil
I took the chance of o hightaung visit by Peter Houwes ta Simia
to scc them for a few hours  We left on the return tnp to Delhi
first thing this morming

All was quiet save for sighs of reeent communal troubles at
RKarnal  We saw lornies brnging out Moslems from the wlled
township  Moslem women were cowering agunst the wall  As
we rushed past the car radio was thundering out Bach s Prelude
and Fugue in T minor  The incongruity of sound and scene and
circumstance surred thoughts i me which went deeper than
words  What are the bounds of human experience? It was as
if by one strange apocalyptic flash all the grandeur and msery
of the world had been revealed

On our arrnval at Government House T found I was due to
dine with the Mountbattens  The Maharaja of Bikaner v as
among the guests After dinner Bikaner gave a runming com
mentary on a film descnibing hus States part an the movement
and welfare of refugees By means of some fine colour photo
graphy the film told the slom of how more than five lakhs
of refugees had been phased through Bikaner They passed m
their thousands over Jargely barren land 1mposing almost over
mght an 1mmense strun on the State s resources and limited hincs
of commumecation Yet throughout the whole operation only
one¢ hundred and fifty Moslems died on the way

Mountbatten who was i good heart told me he was very
pleased with lis three and a half hour talk with Jinnah at Lahore
They were able to exchange wviews with rather more frecdom.
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than if their respect ve Pume Min ters had actu lly been with
them Jumnah beg n by complarung th t the Indian Govem
ment had faled t g e tumely w ring to hs Go ernm ot f
1t ntenton M untbalt n 1 plied that Nebrus first act o after
1 aving the meet ng at wh ch the deas on to fly m the troops was
taken wa to telegr ph to Liaquat Jinnah then reit rat d the
publish d statement th t the ac ess on was not b na fide nce
st rest d on  olence and fraud and would thus never be ace pted
by P listan

The a gument then got int a  clous cucle Mountbatten
agre d that th acesstn h d ind ed been b ught ab ut by
v1 lence but the v olence came from the tr bes for whom P ks
tas ndn tlndia v s re pensble To this Jun b wo 1d retort
thtmfsopnon twaslnda vh h d committed the violence
by sending m th tro ps a d Mountbatt o would ¢ btnue to
stand 1 gro nd that vh e the tnbesm n A ere was where th
wviolence lay Thu tw ton until Iin ah ¢ uld no longer con
ceal flus ger tvhth calleld M ntb tt o obtus ness

Mountbatt n ad sed J nnah £ th str ngth fth Ind an forees
m Srmag  and of thir Ik ly buldup mn the next few days
He told bim that h <o derd th pospect of the trbsmn
entening S mag r in any force was now remote Thr led Jinnah
to make h fust g ner 1 pr posal wheh w s that b th sides
sh uld wthdr w to cea dsmulta ously When Mountbatt n
ask d hum t explan how th trbesmen could b nd d
rmo thmslesh rplywas Ifyudoth ¥Iwilcalth
wh le thing £ wh h "t'leat s ggests that the publc p opa
ganda hn th tth b lin son was wh lly b yond Pakistans
control will not be p rs ed to far m p v t dscussion
YOn nquiry M untbatt u f und th t Jmnahs atttud to a

tr psm ccup ton and She kh Abd llah i power
meant that the  erage Mosl m w uld be far to fr ghtened to
vote for Pakitan  Mountbatten pr pos d a pleb ate under
Unted Natons Organsat n auspt s wh reupon Jinnah assert
ed that only th two Go emn s G eral could org mise it Mount
batt n at once r et d ths sugpesti n stressng that vhte r
Jinnahs perogati e mght be h own const tutional posit on
allowed hun only to at o hs Gove iments advce
Jimn bs mo d w s one of depresson  Imot fat 1sm He
kept hatpng on the maso hste theme that ¥ndia was out t
destroy the nati n of hs m king and hs att tude to e ery per
sonality and act of polcy acro th border was colour d by that
gen ral as umpton Mo tbatt n vith Ism y who ¥ as pres nt
frmstof theconve atio ddhsumsttor ssuehm R
s do biful whether h mad any head ay b t at le st they
fefi g d friends on the suf ce M unth tten savs that as a
i tary operat on the speed of the fly n on 27th October left
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our SEAC efforts standing It certunly seems to have left
Jinnah standing as well and to have been 1 performance wholly
outside his enlculations

In spite of Mountbattens optimism and f{rinkness the events
of the past few days have inevitably caused a widening of the
breach between himself and Jinnah which this latest meeting
has by no means narrowed For Jinnaih would seem to have
judged Mountbatten by himself and assumed that he retans al
most Viceregal povers  This mught well lead tum to the further
assumption that Mountbatten was the real author of the letter
acceping Kashmirs accesston, the directing hand responstble
for the danng and dash of the fly i and 1n general the moving
spinit 1n causing this serious setback to Palistans interests and
aspirations

If this 1s so 1t s a tragie musreading of the facts Ever since
the acceptance of the 3rd June Plan Mountbatten hns regarded
as the central feature of his nussion the Rromouon of good will
between the two successor States  Jmnah 1s not insensitnve to
1ssues of personal reputation and 1t s strange that he cannot sce
that disappointment here would be likely to be regarded by
Mountbatten as 1 measure of personal failure

Apart from his vexation over hashmur it may well be that
Jinnah does not consider that on wider grounds Mountbatten
now cnjoys the powers to senve as a restraming or mediating
fluence 1 Inda  As we have scen Jimnahs concept of tho
proper functions of a Governor General were made plain enough
when he at once invoked the special powers alloned under the
Independence Act

Last but not least although the two men have a considerable
personal respect for each other Jinnah 1s now wholly dedicated
to the ums of s statecraft * Deeper fears and colder calcula
tions + hich are beyond Mountbatiens means to penetrate scem
to possess Jinnah at this time

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHt Monday 3rd November 1947

With the Rashmir cnsis holding 41l the Iimelight Hyderabad
has escaped attention yet only yesterday—some two and 4 half
months after Independence Day—Mountbatten found himself re

* Just how decp was this regard of Mr Jinmah for Lord
Mountbatten was revealed to me recently by a personal fniend
of Mr Jinnahs  He told me that just before his death Mr
Iinnah went so far as to say The only man I have ever been
mmptessed with in all my hie was Lord Mountbatten  When I
met lum for the first time 1 felt he had nur  ( nur approxi
mates 1 Englsh to 2 divine radiance ) He sad that Mr
Jinnah added that he had never doubted Lord Mountbatiens
wmtegnty the whole time he was in India
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cetving an ent rely new Hyderab d delegat on of th ¢e led by
M n N w z Jung one of the str ng m n of the Ittehad and
t would scem several stages f rthe  way from 5 tl ment th n
on the 15th August I ded ft devclopments wh h most g
nfica tty met h dthe ght after hashmr accession and
the fiy n nd whch a only be descrbed 2 f Runtanin m
p bblty tisrem k blethatthenegt t ns hould b con
tnungatall B tfr Mountb ttens a d Moncktons pe  tenc
and willp we they w 1d h b ken down compl tely by
v As ti1s th" Nzm hs succeeded only mp!etely
forfelt ng wh t er reserve of confidenc th G ernme t
nd Patel nprt 1 —hdmhmadIdubt h\h:r
(herrelln ne beth m g
Dunng Tsmay dmy v tio Lond M untbatien used 11
a conclator to find the form 1 that w uld
close the 2ap bet een a ¢ n nd association He even went
fr cmm d 1 shdocum t— hnd nttnvell m
scrol] pcrhaps— tthabhed g nfindtosom uh rcha m
all men by th  prsents It uld then be a epted
by bolh part e asan Inst m t thout uffix o _p fx but
ng the Stdrand as cat nt Hg Exalted
H\ghnes:’
Inth blef that th Nzam was u ptbl to moderat n
flu es nly long M cktnyvasathssid M ontbatten

% ked hrdt cure ag  ment fo stfromV P Mnn
t th Stee the tato uld b comt ud  Hyd a
d Th dybefre VvV P t 1 e=allth nc sry

clearanc h ngbensecu d tb th ends--th N zam turned
th st do ’n an lhe g undsthtV P peence nuld 2t
rsetodm d out demonstrations Th i
th el‘us:\l and cf P t1s reply to t er s flicently ﬁeng ve
to the s plblt fbth mt t h e br ught the nego
bt ns to a final

Atth stag M umbauen asked Moncklon to cm to De

shsperonal guet dM kin d nth 10th Octo
be ayer St dtll Agreemem \hlch ould gl elInd m t
of th bstantal d ant fa whl ervng the

Nzams symb 1t tus Moun(ballen uccceded N s curng an
ete nbeyondthet moth fr ndect g the discu ons

ntisbs Th {1t wed some nten dbtte b rpal
g wh once agan the complete collapse of the negotiat ns
se med jom emt bt n the 2nd Octb a dr ft St ndsull

Agreemn t v s prepared w th vanous revsons wh h was
cept blebotht V P ndt th Nzams d legation

The deleg ton at once returned t Hyde b d to clnch the
m tter and 1 th same cvemng show d the draft to the N zam
who dd not hke the lo k of 1t and dec ded to ref r the whole
te t to hs Ex emt ¢ Council The E cuttve Co ¢l wth th
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delegation present to explain points of detul spent the next
three days in discussing the draft and on Saturday the 25th
October with a formal vote of <1< 1n favour and three agunst
advised the Nizam to accept and sign the Standstill Agreement
without further revision or delay  The delegation duly reporied
the result of the vote that evening to the Mizam who ndicated
his approval of the dectsion  The Nizam 1t scems spent most
of the next diy prepanng two collateral letters which anvolved
an undertaking on his part not to accede to Pakistan and covered
his position 1n the event of Indin leasing the Commonwcalth
or war breaking out between India and Pakistan During the
ovening the delegation called for all the documents as they were
due to leave for Delhy early the next morning  But the Nizam
without cxplanation excused himself from adding his signature
that night

At threec ocloch 1n the morming a crowd estimated at about
twenty thousand swarmed round the three adjacent houses occu
pied by Chhatar1 Monckton and Sir Sultan Ahmed There were
loud speakers 1n the crowd telling them to remain orderly and
to crcate no disturbance beyond preventing the delegation from
leaving  No Hyderabad police were seen at any time and the
Ittchad publicly took credit for this militant challenge At about
fivc o clock 1n the morning Chhatart ultimately managed to make
contact with the Army authontics and the delegates and Lady
Monckton were then safely evacuated to the house of an officer
of the Hyderabad State Forces

At 8 am the Nizam sent 1 message to the delegates that they
should not leave for 2 few days He also advised Mountbatten
by telegram that owing to unforeseen circumstances they could
not return forthwith and trusted that the Governor General would
not mind if they came on Thursday or Friday 2t the latest
Mountbatten at once agrced When the Nizam actunlly saw the
delegation 1n the afternoon of the 27th he said he wanted them
to stay while he took final stock of the situation but he express-
ed complete agrecment with hus Councils decision  He roundly
denounced the Ittchad and Razvi who 1t seems was personall
responsible for organsing the opposttion and asserted thai he
would force Razvi to accept the decision

The next morning at a sccond interview with the delegation
the Nizam called Razvi in but far from converting him 1t was
Razvi who dominated the Nizam spoke of the agreement as
meaning the death of Hyderabad and pleaded for a chance to
reopen negotiations in what he regarded as more favourable cir
cumstances ansing from the Indian Government s preoccupations
with troubles elsewhere He proposed a new delegation ;
ably of three dissenting voters in the Executive Council +
ton Chhatan and Ahmed all explamed that any such
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o1 n would bc HNusory and dsa trous and thereupon tendered
their res gnat on:

On Thu sday the 30th the Nizam h d a last mtern v th
Monckton nd Ahmed before the f rmer left f r London and th
latter for Dells Ahmed who at nce repo ted the whole of
the bove b zarre eps de to M untb tten fired a %anmg shot at
hs fo mer ma ter by s ying m effect ‘This will the ¢ d of
you and y ur mon y

At th same time a telegram from th N zam adwvis d Mount
b tten th t owing to the ch nged political situation the old
delegat on_had been dssol ed and a nev one cre ted from the

of the diss nting v ters w thun the Council Mum Nmaz
J ng the new chairm n 15 also a br the wmlaw of Mr
Al who h's s cceeded Chhat n_ s Prem r_2 d who up lo
S ptembe v Rep entt e of P lust n n U ted N tions

Th p ssblty th ¢ all ths mancuvn y b the pelude
to some ttempt by Hyde abad to hgn h rself vith P ki tan
cannotb o 11 ked a dwa ve y frankly d all 1th by Mou1t
bittenath JLah remetngy th] ah re has been gene

al cont ct betw en ka i and Hyderab d b th befo and
nher thet nf f power butJon h at p 1o tress th ¢

e h s had noth g wh tever to d wth the Nizams re ersed
gem rdsc ed any f m f ageem nt with
m

M nonhs val beg n by t kmgal Ixylnelh t the N zam
ant d Hyderabad to be an depe d nt gn St te 1z clo
ass tn thth t Domn ns_ dy |h a fore gn policy

ral onf rmty th Ind s But Mou thatt n h s been
ct( emely to gh wth hm nd b delegaton vhch he m t for
the fisttmey terdy Het 1d thm that he h d ne er n the
onse fh ~xperen m nte t nal egotatons o r s me
years om a ss n e and xt rdnary a p ocedure as
Hyder b d try gt ad pt by f m ng to  draft
wh h had lr dy (tc day f ptent on been ro
jected by th oth ty Hehs m d 1t Icar beyond lleq
octon«hanheG enme t stll abde by the fi al er on f
th Sta dstl Ag m t dd henthep v usdelegton
left Delh as cceEted by the Nzam Councl a d untl h
dden volt fa yth Nzam hm If If th Nzam cot
n dto epud te h  wn dec on thercponxbhyfrb N
ng off the neg tat n uld be 1 and the Ind an
Go ernm nt wo Id mak tele rto lh “ Id that ths as
Nehtu b mde bg brodeast off m g Unted Nat ns
contr Tdplbict £ K shm h h Mou (bnenmsd\n
I ah on Sat da; It Mogthr a m de It
arg d st t ment. t bnnahs bycto vhceh hc made q te
clear t the Lahore me tng s not to the de of a pl bs t
as such but to the pr en ¢ of I dan troop 1n K shm whle
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it 15 beng held which he claims hikely to prejudice ang chance
of 1t being impartial  Both Ncehru and Patel seemed to think that
a referendum could not be held dunnp the winter months and
would 1n any case take time to organise  Mountbatten 15 con
cerned about the complacent assumptions 11 much of the think-
mng about hashmir nd has pressed for a multary appreciation of
just what a long term commitment over a wide front would
. mean

;nnmmrr HOUSE NEW DLLUI Thursday 61h November 1947
I called round to sce Alan Moorchead at the Impenal this
morning  David Astor the editor of The Observer asked him
to undertake n series of specitl feature articles on India and
Palustan since Independence  Thus ts hus first visit to India and
already the vast canvas exates his mmagmmation Even a short
conversation shows him to be a most gifted impressiomist with a
particular forte for descriptive analysis
What 1 asked 1s your first reaction to India? It 13
rither hhke Spain  he replied— men sit hating cach other hke
the wrath of God—then because the sun 1s too hot shrug their
thoulders and say what 1s the use? He thought the phrase
Indias pathetic contentment was the complete reverse of the
truth  On the contrary he felt therr mood was one of apathetic
discontent

OOVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DELMI Saturday 8th November 1947

The Joint Defence Council met this morning after prolonged
and vamn efforts by Mountbatten to sccure the presence of Liaquat
and Iinnah  The Pakistan representatives were Nishtar the Com
munications Mimister and Mohammed Al who as Sccretary
General to the Government 1s already one of the most influential
figures 1n the new regime  Mountbatten invited Nehru and V P
to join Nishtar and Mohammed Al at lunch  Afterwards he
stecred the conversation Into two separate rooms Nehru and
Nishtar talbing politically and V. P and Mohammed Al con
sidering the problem at the official level

For the first time the techmique of broadeast mvective nd
controversy has been temporanly set aside and a senous effo

as been made to seeh a detailed working formula for a sett]
m~nt of the dispute There was a rather larger areca of con
mon ground than had been expected but diametrically oppose
views were held about the withdrawal of forces Palistan wante
the withdrawal to be simultaneous by both sides while Indta w:
adamant that withdrawal could be effected only after kashm
had been cleared of the raiders To encourage the Indians
they are negotrating from increasing strength comes the
that the offensnve ordered on Tuesday has succeeded
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Ba amula hos been rec ptured  Altogetber the Mountbatt ns can
lex  for London fom rr w wth easier minds about hashmr
than b d c¢emed possble f riy-eght h u age

On the other hand the Juvagadh pr bim ¢ s re ewed

oy At fast Mo days Defence Committ e 1t w repo ted
as 1tl more than rutn tem that Ind o f rees had duly
eatered M grol and Babar wad on the lst November and that
th occupat n b d been carred thr gh peacefully Tt a
te s ble to hope th t Patel would b sati fied for a deas n
n the cc pxt n of Jun g dh stself to le n th pending tr y
ntl geeater pr blem were saf ly resolved

Bu d y at about one in the morn ng the Dewan formally
n ted the Ind n Governm nt to take ¢ the adqumistrat
of Junag dh s ord 1 to save th State fr m complt be X

wn pending an hon r ble settl m nt of the s er I ssnes
1avol ed in Jun g dhs acce son  The D wan adwused Liag t
th thes as cting with the support fpublcop n th  uth aty
€ the State Co c1and of the Naw b hmself vh had sh t
whl befr flo mt Karach g hm nt at once ac
epted the req t auth ning the R g1 nal C mms oner
Ragkot to mpl ment t

All th s devel pm nts wer only bo ght t M untbattens
note 1te th o It the first tm  nce the 1 fe
of p erthtth Go rmmenth e carr d out m ) r act of
polcy wth t flly conulting o notfy g hm n danc f
the e nt Hef lsths mybed to Ptls and VPs
de to sps hm emb rassme t

Fnally t compler the days nx t  the Nizam Klessly
day gonthel treserv sof go d 1ll tow 1ds h mself n Delhi
s eks to buy yet m  tme before gnng th Standstll Agr e
m s dlgat n wheh Jeft DIht yet rday has be
brought by dnt ffourdyssutined firtt thepo t hee
twsreadyt ad oy the Nzam t accept the St dstill Age
ment  thout m ndme t Th N.am o0 the stength
Mo ntbatt s forth mng Lond st _has n w ask d for
postpo ement u t1 the 2%th Nov mber  Mountb tt n after ¢ n

Itaton v th the G vernment h  repl d ag emg to ths po
vdda setitem t ached by th "end of the m nth

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELMI S nday 9 No embe 1947
Wesstot erye lyf Paimios the Movntbat n  ff
n the first leg f ther fight to London Rght up to th st

moment M untbatten was { r from h ppy bout gong t all
but q e apart fr m Princess Elizab th be ng cousn  the
bd groom Lieutenant Phlp Mountbatten not only hs
neph w but h s made his home with hm i England for the
past ¢ ghteen years
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At 10 nm T attended the Sweanng In of Rapgopalichan
who 1n Mountbatten s absence will be ncting as Governor Gene
rl  Since the transfer of power this famous elder statesman of
the Congress Party has been scrving with distinction as Gosernor
of West Benpal  The ceremony took phice in the Counaill Cham
ber in the presence of the Cabinet "C R as he s generally
calied dressed 1n his white dhorf and smihing bemgaly through
his large dark glasses gave the Hindu salutation Exeryone
stood while Bannerjee the Secretary of the Home Department
read out the words of the Royal Commussion— To our trusty
and wcll beloved Chakravarti Rajapopalachan grecting The
Chief Justice hama admimstered the oath to which only onc
alteraition was made the substitution of the words  affirm  for
swear

The ceremony was all over within five minutes but this was
quitc long enough to comey the full sense of its historie sigm
ficance  There were both fulfilment and dramatic wony in the
spectacle of this Congress campaigner becoming the first Indinn
to act as head of State by means of the form and title of the
Ray which 1t had been his life work to supersede

I attended the acting Governor Generals first lunch party
which he gave to members of his stafi € R s marnied daughter
Snimati Namagin who 15 shy and retinng s acting as hostess
The ADC. s laid on the normal procedure for outside gucsts
our staff party bemng hined up for indivtdual introduction The
adies all curtsied but C R pleaded Dont do that for me!

After the lunch he called for Vernon and myself We expect
ed little more than a few formal pleasantries but our talk was far
more prolonged and ifluminating than that  We emerged from
this encounter strongly impressed that when the time cime here
was the ideaf successor to Mountbatten There could of course
be no greater contrast between the two mens minds and out
look Mountbatten—dynamic extrovert tackling events at the
surface with fevenish activity C R —ntrospective essentinlly a
scholar and thinker anxious primanly about the underlying
causes

He asked about the scope of my work and then proceeded to
analyse the role of the Indian Press which he said had a long
way to go before 1t could achieve sts full freedom T ashed him
what influence 1t had on politics and he smd  Very little  The
Congress had completely domunated the political scene and the
Press nstead of providing informed criticism was nothing more
than a body of polttical propagandists If there were to be a
change 1 the balance of power all the Press would do would be
to follow suit and one lot of pr dists would d another
He said he had just wntten to an old friend of s 1n Madras
who was a critic of the Government saywng that the essentral,
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nothing Hs hes tat on followed by the nab 1ty or unw 1l ngness
of Pakistan to pr vent tt bl ncurson mt the State ha ¢ un
d ubt dly been the prmary caus of the p esent crsis Jo 18
prob bl thin thng short of § 1 cal trbal mvas on to the
gate of his cap tal would ha ¢ induced the hesuating Maharaa
to ac ede at all
1 am con nc d that the Go ernment of Ind were Lol tly
rght to  cept hus Aces n bef re ff
mltry aid ad vt egad t unlteally as n ntrm
meau upt!the d stny of the St t¢ n b finally decd d by
atnfim g plebsoe "It sh uid be stres ed that th acess
ha omplet legal valdity b th n t rmms of the Brii h Gove n
mnts nd Innahs  pre ed p licy stat ments  But just hov
n rrowthe cape ha be n fr mtr epa abl d's ster s to be seen
from Jon hs dam tc nva on rd g en t mdnght on th
27 O tbe to b Comm pd ¢ q-Chef Genr{ Gr cov and
cancelled sol ly as a esult of Gracey eng fit to r fe the o der
1 Auch leck  Awp hanlecks mmedate  nter enton caused
Jinzh to p use 3 st 1 ng nough for second thoughts Only thus
ver th iwo Domuns 0 sa ed f om beng £ rth th n a state
pen wa thea b ther
“The N zam of Hyderabad ~ undoubtedly playing for tme to
ee h m  d velops b{re tkop a final de son
fa or fth Standstll Aer ment [ the Hemgthebas ar d
onwhtcanonlyb de bda Rutn nnpotit ns
Tttehad which he rgmally enc ragdha n wbceomea st
ablc F nkenst n a dthe vhle s nowtu s on wh ther the
Nzamhasth p ltalandm alstr ngthto esstth gppo ton
t0 any form of ag ments thJ da If the Hyderabad p ¢blem
canbe W dl m nfdent th t we shall be able to surmo ot
the h mp of the crss
Ath m etng with M untb tten in Lahote n 13t November
Tanah ask d hm to b leve that he had at first be n ag st
accept n% the ¢ son of Junag dha d h & d murred for om
v t_ & e way fin ly to the i st nt appeal f the
Na b nd Dew n tths va not th Ipe t ken m nth
ealter nDeth byLag t hog en nd tons fanvsuwch
msgvngs B twhate ¢rth mot e o explanation by cceptng
Junagadh  cce on nth first place I nhw s tablv ;o
witing a_ harp teact on
Pat 1 has r sponded to the hallnge na + yyheh ¥t
raises domestic m rale h dly caleulated t w'n over w nid
opn 0 Bt lthough the Governm nts acton n  ceupyng
the State will pro ide m tenal for th supca  and Ud po d
to summon pa logi  with recent Eur pean hst ry at can st
be ola med hat there has str oily been no v lation of fawv It
pe haps worth nohng th t the nwitaton f m the Junagadh Pre-
‘mer to admnt ter the terrtory 1n the Role s absence dosn t
m the Indian Governments vi w Drejudice the Access oft Jssue
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Nehru has offered early discussion of the whole problem but
Palustan demands what 1t calls the restorition of the Nawabs
admumustratton before such discussions ¢an begin Indin points
out that 1t was the Nawabs admimstration and nobody clse who
deaided to call n therr troops  All this however leads into 2
labyrinth of detaif and 1 web of propagandt and 1t 15 ympartant
not_to get lost 1n the one or entangled in the other

Taking the larger view of devilopments to dite Kashmur
Hyderbad and Junagadh are essentially one situation and react
an each oth»r A move towards agreement in any one of these
three States would case the situation n the other two  Accession
has been wmply vindicated Al the acceding States have held
firm and 1n the threc cases where there has been trouble the
Ruler has cach time been of a different community from the
overwhelming magonity of his subjects  If the Accession policy
had not been duly sponsored and pressed home by Mountbatten
and Patel there would undoubtedly have been complete chaos
As 1t 1s the scale of the consolidation 1s indeed impressive  In so
far as the Princely States before the transfer of power formed no
part of Briish Indin their accesston now means the incorporation
mto the Indian Unton of larger terntories and populitions than
have been lost to 1t by the creation of Pakistan

Mr Churchills recent speeches in Parliament duning the De
bate on the Address on Burmese Independence and on the Punjab
troubles have aroused old phobias In two respects I feel that
what he said should not be allowed to pass unchallenged Yirst
although we are admuttedly wallowing here n a statistical morass
all the data avarlable to us suggest that his round figures of the
number of people who have lost their Iives 1n the recent disturb
ances are an nflated esumate Secondly the implication of his
speech on Burma that Domunion Status 1s something less than
Independence should surely be taken Lp at once by the Bntish
Government as being false mn political fact and legal theory and
in any case completely contrary to its declared pohcy

My own mmpression which has been confirmed since my
return 1s that the Government of India will not force the pace
on withdrawal from the Commonwealth and if they can find a
suitable excuse for letting the matter remain n the pending tray
they will do so I have tor some time felt that one of the major
objectives of Jinnahs policy has been to heep this issue at the
boil and if possible to tease India out of the Commonwcalth
leaving Pakistan as the Northern Ireland of the sub continent
Mountbatten as a cousin of the king by hus continued presence
1n Delhi as Governor General of India  inadvertently makes 1t
difficult for Jinnah to promote this concept

Be that as 1t may evidence 1s accumulating that Mountbatten
35 to be made the target of a fairly heavy propaganda
from karachi The first salvo was an article i the
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T m s today a cuing hum of bemng in active command of the
Rashmr operat ns. Hs turn t London for the R yal Wedd
g sh uld be the b st ref tat on of this fantastic charge But
the depress ng truism rema ns—the bolder th 1 the 1der the
credence f om which 1t oft n follows that to deny an untruth 1s
sunply to spread a susp clon

CHAPTER TWENTY

PROGRESS AND RELAPSE

OOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI T esday IIth N emb 1947
ToDay 1S THE g eat H ndu elebraton [ Deepav h A with
our Ch tmas the emphas s pl ced on the famly and part
cularly on the hldren All the h use ar bedecked ~ th] nt ns
frt thefest al £th 1ghtt C R calledmemth m mmg
saymg he had c mpo d  sh rt De p hgeetmg wh h h
thought mght pp pr tely be b fist m sage s Goernr
Gene | The me age ddre edt th peopl of Id hd
pec!lﬂhrrbv\hm b outy frikeNbhru CR 1samastr

gl hpr e

Wemay t he rte h ethemnd tond lge 1n festmve
r o ng when e ar rmonddbydfi ltes and  deeply
mmesd n nx a tday btDepwal isagret
nat aldayas tcd wth hope 2 d ) y from tm immemonal
mInda Tk Ight tht relghted 0 tht day al o repesnt
the hope form re ndm e nl gh(enmem nd the holy a omt ng
dne nthem r fthef t al as 1td ththe le s
g of tha sp ot ymbol cally all d the Ga ga Shan  May th

epawall vt nd nlghten the mad
popl evry\he nlnd respccl ¢ feate r red rs
call d ace

OBSERVATORY NOUSE GOVFRNOR-GENERALS LODGE Sl fLA
Wednsdy 6th No nb 1947
On all s des the esgn [ ditetegvng scto(hehogc
that the storras  hch h e thr atened to o e wl Im the
¢ unent { low ng th xr n fer of powerm yatl tb s bsding
All Ind Rado pr ded peh ps the m st pr m ing epes of
pews 1tems t behc dmay n ngsneth ta fer
of pow r Frst there 18 the Smnd ull Agr ment w th Hydera
bad  Mountbatten n his retumn from London has—as  Patel
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announced 1 the Legislative Assembly yesterday—scen the Hy
derabad delegation  for the Inst tme and preciscly the same
Agreement 15 being taken back for the Nizams signature as n
month 1go

Sceondly Nehru has made an important statement on hashmue
which while 1t once more accuses Pakistan of connising at in
vasion andirectly repudiates the recent dangerous suggestion of
Shetkh Abdullah that there might now be no need for a referen
dum If Nchru had not done this promptly Mountbatten s own
position would have been very diflicult  Nehru has simply re
peated the terms on which Accession had been accepted—that as
an Interim Government followed by refercnee 1o the popular wiil
under an mpartial tnbunal  He rejects the doctnne of & simul
tancous withdriwal of troops as providing 1n atself mere con
firmation of Pakistan s connivance

The third item of good news 15 a Joint Defence Council mect
g with Liaquat coming to Delln to morrow for it This will be
the first personil encounter between the two Prime Mimisters
smnce the hashmir invasion

Finally from Karachi comes the official announcement of the
miention to disband the All Indin Moslem League and to confine
the operations of the League to Pakistan This 1s an enhghiened
decision which wall help to free many of the forty million Mos
fems hving in India from a difficult double allegiance  As such
it 15 4 powerful and timely contribution to peace m the sub
continent

OBSERVATORY HOUSE GCOVERNOR-GENIRALS LODGE SIMLA
Saturday 29th November 197
The Nizam has signed at last and Patel has made a good state
ment paying tnbute to Mountbatten for his decisive role 1 the
negotiations  Certatnly patience has been called for in dealing
with the old Nizam who adheres stubbornly to the methods of
traditional oriental dnplomacg' Wholly divorced from the develop-
ments of the outside world he seems mcapable of taking any
decision unti] he has enmeshed himself 1o the webs of his own
intrigues
It has been a miggling operation until the last  When the de
legation had their final meeting with Mountbatten on Tuesday
they began plending for very munor amendments such as the
substitution of will for shall and finally even a semr colon
for a comma 1n a desperate effort to justify their existence and
make good the assertion that the Government of India had agreed
to changes 1n the text approved by their predecessors It was for
this reason that Mountbatten was at pains to stress that he would
not agree to the change of even 1 comma Some small amen
ments 1 the collateral letter were accepted but here India

e,
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firm 1 ref smg 1o alloy Hyderab d to b ve 1ts own d plomat ¢
ep ntt

The luehad ad s xt mst leader K sim Razvi— h was
1 adentally in D th dunng the 1 st bout f{ negoti t n—can
I mn mo th nthatthe Stand ull Az ementhasb nbr ught
ab ut by a purely Hyde bd dlgton But th f ce saving
devce hasb neff ct'd only ttheexpe s of Pt 1 confiden

th Nizam d hs nfentions For all th t the Standst 11

Agr ement 1Ilovs a bre thi g sp ce of year { r heads to ¢ ol
and heart t  fte

HOUSE ENERAL S LODGE SIMLA

Mo d'y It Decembe 1947

The L nd nPess sb gnnng to comment onth  centsg s

of an I do Pakistan d t ¢t Frstfr t fthe St ndtll Agee

m t thHyd bd th Nzam decson to release the I cal

Cengrcss pol tcal prisoners Most of th ymn ng

m Rm d Tuth th P d t f the State Congres
havc been under arrest dunng the negotiations

HOUSE S 1ODGE SIMLA
St dy 6th D mbr 1947
Nehruh mdeamjr tatement n F regn p lcy to the

Leg slat ve As mbly Ths th fild m wh hhsm d n
spread t If and I' pctthat b gt the deepest tsfacton
frmbeng‘h Fregn Mi t h o nG rmment Heas
makng determ ed bd to keep I 4  ut f the scramble of
power polt He hotly de ththis am s ne talty bt
it broadelcty Mbesomth g rylk t Hecall f co
operat m wth bth th U td States f Amerca d Russa
and m kesno ref r t Btn the Common eath by nd

ymng th t he hopes to mp ITd s 1tnsvth m Com
mon calth memb wh hw 1d eem to mply a fl nk att k
on So th

Inarefr toth de ntk bytthn!edN(on
over th pantt n f Pletine Neb c¢mm 24 the Indan
propos 1 for t o autonomous States wthm  f d ratr This
h aserted rg ded n United Natons ¢ cle sw rthan
partt 1 hch h dalready led t s mu h trouble a & would
1 dtom e Tda he added would g 1n n p stge by takng
nindepe d tine ths w yon major es fwold polcy
Hemd the p nt that pltelly Fcrelgn polcy depe ded n
economec trends thna country Id m pol ces wer
not yet fixed bt had b n d erted by the press g needs of
the mmmediate internal cris s
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At the same time Asaf Al N !
United States bids in Washington ?!;:u/:mfc\;\‘!g\..\ AR A LRI
urging that India was solvent and a pood SR M LT
Indo Pakistan relations he rephed h TMalet A Yed yn t}

close—at any rate at the economic lc\i! cxrected they wily b

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DLLMI Thu,

I have been acquamting mncl[l [ﬁﬁa\( Iih Decembse ¢ o
from a long talk I have had with Moum{»“m th recordy g
and often dramatic devclopments 1n the }\m‘“ SV by gy
the past fortmght dunng which tme ther ashmur sy 5,
almest a year of diplomatic effort Moucu}m 10 havg 1
with what'I can only describe as heroe 2 n] U B 4 pgy g
and prevent the whole sub continent hlh? 10 close thayy 3 H
maniic obsession over the political l'utug At from 5 n:l‘
State important enough n itself but com;;rc of 3 wopte gy
out of sts four hundred million lnhnbltanthm“° only for r;? :

One of Ismays most important contribut nh
part he played both early in November &nm 10 peace g 0
talks between Liaquat and Nehru in Dcltr\l dunng e “cm:\
again Mountbatten had great difficult l%“ly B weep o
together as yet again Liaquat preface 1:‘ RRING fhe §,, 40
gram designed to infunate Nchru to \\}c\ TCRUng gy o4
directly addrussed  He has once more de: O 1 wag gy !
Quisling  has 1ceused the Indian Gover Scribed Abdullyy -
climinate the whole Moslem population qfn;}';ml o atiemy M &
fus demand for setting up an 1mpartial ndeges State ang 1,18 to
immediately ependent 3dmm|§r «

Nehru fortunately 15 not the man to let b, "
tion degenerate into false pride and Mounu.l,s Justifiaby tnd
on the two Prime Mimsters to have theie r“"cn duly /5
on kashmir smnce its accession  After a 1“8‘ ™aN to.my, 2y
sentatton of his case by Nehru Liaquat who o Frelmmy ) iy
tired and weak after his recent llness mamo “\jas c\;vxm.;iy >
of pertinent questions and to put forward rgc to ask 5 ny very
promised to consider Ismay wath hus O“E’, pasals whyq l{”l‘étx
experience 1 the drafting of high level ;O?m‘““““dms sh"‘h
support of V P and Mohammed Ali on b“h!: and g d ¢
Governments at once put these proposals into ufhﬂll of thy s
and they provided the basis for four further m, ate fo 1 4] g
next two days Celings dyg

Briefly the proposals were that Pakistan shouly
nfluence to persuade the rebel Azad hashmir {, Use ay
fighting and the tnbesmen and other 1nvaders to orees 1 g
Kashmir terntory as quickly as possible and to it Oy
imcurstons  India shoud withdraw the bulk of hg“m
g only small detachments of trength
disturbances The Umted Nations Orgam

e
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to send a comm  n to hold a plebsate in Kashmr and to
recommend to Ind  Pakistan and Rashm r befo e 1t was held
steps  hich sh uld be t k n to ens e that t was f i and un
fttered C rtansteps whch tw mtended to take towards thn
ob ect uch s the rel ase of polt cal prsone s and the ret m of

g s hould b publshed ght a ay

\V th Ism ys h Ip the poston reached at the end of the t lks
was that _hle there was'n _definte agreement Nehrus crta ms
we ec¢nfined to dt 1 Liag at for hus p rt Vho came to
Dl msising n the ¢ mplt wthdraw 1 by b th sdes n
smpart 1 dmnstraton b f re a plebscte and an wmp rtal
pl bisate _only fully gamed the 1 t and prtally g ned
the firt of th nd ion  He thus sho ed imself ready to

mak neeston of pim pl  Ismay I ft qute n ned that
the formul va bth n poltcal a d dm nstrat ve grounds a
w kbleslton nd the only one that has s far b n pro
pounded  The atmo p! when Ism y 1ft was pr msing It

m d thtthe f undatons h d been well and truly Ja d but
coneil at on 15 heartt  lung v ork

T S ag and cnly tw h urs ﬁer Moh mm d Al who

had st y d n mefr M thatten wspe
st tathhat he h d tfb dt me as me of th mo t depress
g m tngs enh Ittt prsideoe F the
ndtm P |=l nd Balde S ngh _ppe ~ d before the D fe
Committee s m 4 woe  They had y t r turned from

the fr t nd the reports lh ¥b ought back togelhcr ith
dependent  f rm ton reachng Nehru haden d th Cabwn ¢
he 1t g ms( agree gt th mmed te plebscte or e en for

the pr t tn n negotaton  The gne\ancc was thre
fold F rs! teports of 11 ge co mmt fin dr midng
trbesmen mn the Wet P )b ndly the llegaton tht
Li quat had no sooner left Delht than he bad done all 1n hs
po_er to :nca ge v de 1t d th Stt d thrdlv

and fe more emoton lly dstubng contnung tores f
gl astly au cat s 1d gthe wholes 1 murd r of non Moslems
and th sellng oi kashmlr gerls

Contact wa ly umd of Mo ntbatten pla tng

ad crets ggest on w th Liaquat that he sh Id tel graph N hry
confirmng thed te fo ar mpt nof negotatons L quatdd
ths urgng that the only ay for bloodshed to be stopped wa
for the repres nt t ¢ of th tv Go ernments t ¢ tnue to
meet tog ther Nehru at once resp nd d to the sprt of ths
mess ge and ac omp ed Mo thatten to Lah re f r last Mon
days Jo t Defence Cou al

The dscuss on on Kashmr 1 st d v uth a break for  dinner
party fr m three 1 th aftern on u t! mdn ght—sesen h 18
m all This m eting tock place 1n a generally friendly atmo
phere with only occasional outb rsts  None thele s ¢ conwi ced
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pa Arad a great schola and a m n of retnng ds
™ :l“‘“.‘\ ‘Im dun g \% past t 1 years be n cent al fig ¢ of

e versy  As the Jeading Moslem Co gr ssman and 3 Presid
e «l the Congress th oughout the w  he was utul  head of
the motvement dg rngthe tt lng tatons ith both the Crpps
andCbntM ons H embdedmh p t nandpe n
pethaps the most mportant symbol f th Co gress asp ton
tobeagntonl tasag st omm 1 prty His sttu was
thisthe f lpont of G ndh s lash v th Tnnah b Iway
m nt med th t p ltc liy no one but a member of the Moslem
Le g ¢ c uld epre ent Moslem nt ests

¥ 22 d Decembe 1947
R bert Stmson { the
BBC h hasjust et rned f om f rtnght co erag by d
nKarah D " gh tayheh danmmportant trves ) th
J nah hocoveedthethem fPktn ty gmtheCm
mawe ltha ddly mp!indof Brishneglect Fromwht
Stmson tells me there can b 1tt] d ubt butth ¢ Jon hhm If
t th pe h nd i p of the ant Mountb tten campaign
wh ch ys now bewng de eloped n Pk tn Theatt k n tcon
¢ ntat ny togl g nce crte m but s desgned to
ploit © er a wide front Mountb tt n vulne bl poston ay
G emrGen 1| f nly n D mmonandtocreat ih gemerat
wap ession of & man wh s ant Mosl m and p Hn
Al h p1 tly recognised in respons ble circles there
that Mountbatten 's a moder ting infl ce Jinnah s ems to ha e
hed onclusion th t Mountbatt n ¢ tnu d presence
a Governor General pe ung ag inst Pakistans  te est, part
lTrly:1 t ms f ber relat s with the rest of the Common
ealth Stms n g s that Jnahs att ck on Mountbatten are
th ooll ry to his repr he bo t Br tish neglect 3
1sms ar bewng d ly reflected at low r 1 s and among European
old kot has  Compl nt  ere drect d n parhcula _ ganst
M ntbttn eference m spe h durmg h' rce t Lo don
sit to only three per cent of the Indian sub continent beng
ff cted by th recent dst bnces This sn ¢ surp: ng for
perspect ve s ma ely  ceptable e ther to the purveyors © ¢ 1
um rs of prejud cg
Stums ns ge 1 mpresson w  that subject to fo r great
queries Paki t n was pe haps a strong  entity than some of th
rtcsse g sd Those qur s were wheth r she could avod
r wh th r Jimnah had long to hve (n Stmsons opni A b
1 % d fitter th o ’m August and h was hmself at pa s 1o 52Y
ththeh pedtobe peratngf ratleattw 1 year ) wh ther
he could secure economic support and whether he ¢ vld retam
ny of h r Hindus

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DELRI A d
ihadam 1 eal gtikt



He thought that the Sindi Moslems were not so bitter 1s those
n the West Punjab and although Raracht was safer for Hindus
than Delhy was for Maoslems the Hindus there were under 1
constant cloud of threat and petty pursecution A good deal of
he rice crop had not been gathered i There had been a whole
ale exodus of bank staffs and a complete breahdown of the Hindu
cconomy  on which so much of the State depended

Sumson was astounded at what he called the fantastic optimism
of the old guard but there was as well a core of young eflicient
and incorruptible Moslem leaders imbued with a”sense of mus
sion who were determined to make the new State work  Every
hing depended on whether they could succeed

On Saturday the Indian Cabinet finally decided to appeal to
the United Nations accusing Pakistan of helping the raiders
L11guat and Mohammed Al have been in Delh since last even
ing but nothing has emcrged from yesterdays or to-days dis
cu stons which makes 1t possible to cancel or postpone this sombre
dectsion  Most of the time has been taken up by the usual atro
ity claim and counter claim Nehru to day handed 1n the officinl
etter of complaint which 1s a necessary preliminary to a reference
to the United Nations  Liaguat promised a rcfly 1 due course
So ends the first phase of the poliical and diplomatic struggle
over Kashmur

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NLW DELMI Friday 26th December 19497

Following the farlure of the Delhi talks with Liaquat earher in
the week a very critical situation has developed both over Kash
mir and the payment of the cash balances Mountbattens warn
ings about lge dangers and limiations of kashmur as a battle
ground are being all too quickly borne out Indian troops m
KRashmir suffer a similar handicap to the Russian forces i Fin
land dunng 1939 when Russian superiorty in man and weapon
power was largely offset by the nature of the terrain

The full weight of Mountbatten s military authority 1s against
any eatension of already vulnerable and tenuous hnes of com
munication _ Already the outpost garrisons ate in trouble The
garnison at Poonch 1s completely cut off save for air supply Two
infantry companies at Jhangar attacked by a force of some six
thousand imvaders have suffered heavy casualties and a relieving
force has had to turn back

But perhaps the most serious news 1s of a concentration of
another formidable enemy force estimated at six thousand m the
Un area Un 1s the farthest point so far reached 1n the advance
towards Domel Withdrawal from Urt would renew the threat
to Baramula Snnagar and the Vale all over agam 1In
rbattens view the fall of Un might well gnne o « ne
rselus to the argument stressed with ever increasing
; Sovernment circles that the only way to deal effectively
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by B gadier Desm nd Y ung vho as f r some tune o charge
n¥ Publ ¢ Relat ns at GHQ India when Lord Wavell was
Comm nder in Ch ef

“The impact b writes  of Lord Mountbatten's forcef 1 pef
sonal ty nd aston stung energy produced el mnfgmg 1 salts He
wept the Ind n Leaders al ng at uch a peed that they ha
no tmet draw beath t qubbl In ths hghly charged a'd
m sph ¢ Parton w rush d th ugh bef re the Hindu b tr
of the 1d had tm to gather weght H then tuns h

er t hat he call M untbatt n two m takes Furst
h  sset  he nt only to cons nt to spl ttng th_Ind 8
Amy but al t msst n ccefer t g the poces 1d 2l
would b been to et m the Army mtact under Field Mar hsl
Auhnleck f tw years f m Ind penden e Day to s st the
1 0G ermments ump 1t lly n th mantenance of order Hs
secnd m tak w st ac pt the C e Generalshp of th
Indan Unon hen P kistan ref d a Jont Gov m r General
H  acceptance gle haps und r pres from Hs Majesty Go

y pt

nm oot 1 vital hmin  fal postimm th  yes of
M lems when th t ubl trtd

Iny wofth nceand po bl currency fthset i
toularcrtasms1h ve  tt toJoye n Lo d n as foll ws—

I ne d hardly ftress that M untbattn ndImy uld ha¢
ferv tlywlemd nyp ctcble 1 gment fr Av hmleck
tostay n bt twa Jnnah vh wasm t s tent of all 1
refumgt hve nythingtod thth retet nofa) ntml
try sytm after th tranfr of pover nd in demand g the
mm d ate creatt n of th Pak t n Army The be kup f the
Supreme Comm nd s e pedted n t only at the reque t of the
G vernment f Ind  without whose g odw 1l Pakstan nte est
mthemtter w Idotha ben ervd but also at Auhn
1 cks own recommendat In any case P kitns bet o
as stated by Liaquat to Mountbatten was based n a compl tely
3 1 ted concept of the Commands eal powers

As f r the second must ke  after referr ng to the h ghly em
barr ssng mmplicatons £ ] hs 1 tmopute reject n f the
T 1t Governor Gene [ fip I have ponted ut —

“The Co gress offer t Mo ntbatten was m de without nY
str gs att ched to it and q te apart from poss ble Modem
reacto § it 18 cert n th t Congres op on would wth faf
mor justice ha ¢ obj cted 1o hs refu ing ther off r_sumply
because the Moslem League had not 1n ted hm a well B!
the true pos tion ab ut the Mo lem tttud 1s th t a dorawan]
factor n Mountb tten decison to accept the Td 1 ta

as the press ng plea { both J nnah andph quat made n th
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own and Pakistans behalf that he should do so  There 15 no
reason to doubt but that therr request was made in anticipation
of trouble ahead So if Mountbatten 1s now placed 1n a false
position with Moslem opimon the remedy rests with thosc res
ponsible for gwmding 1t i Pakistan

GOVIRNMENT HOUSE, NEW DELHT Wednesday 31st December 1947

1947 c¢nds 1n forcboding over the future of Indo Pakistan rcla
tions generally and Kashmur an particular It 1s difficult to stand
backh and assess the credit and debit balance of our last mine
prodigious months 1n India  The immediato situation scems al
ways to overwhelm our thoughts and attentton The occupa
tional risk 1s to be preoccupied with the daily task

Over Kashmir at least we go forward into 1948 with some
chinfication of the crisis  Attlee has as Mountbatten antict
pated turned down the proposal of a lightning personal inter
vention feeling that there 1s no speafic role which he would be
able to play save that of concihator in general terms and he
prefers to rely on the proper channels of the Umted Nations
He has however sent an excellently worded message to Nehru
urging caution

On recerpt of his rcrly the Government have decided to pro
ceed with therr appeal to the United Nations without waiting
any longer for Liaquats reply The wording of the complaint
which has been draited while' Mountbatten 1s still in Gwalior 1s
moderate 1t tone save for one disquieting phrase which reserves
freedom of military action to the Government if the situation
requires 1t Mountbatten has pomnted out that the Security Coun
<1l Commuttee cannot be expected to react favourably to a threat
or even the hint of one

Mountbatten has done everything in his power to urge on
Nehru what an vasion of Pakistan terntory would mean par
ticularly as the whole problem at Indias request 1s sub judice
Quite apart from the catastrophic effect on word opmion 1t
would involve the automatic departurc of British officers serving
sath both Domunions  This in utself rght well T suppase  work
more immediately against Pakistans interest than Indias but in
any case I think Nehru 1s well aware that any such move would
mean that Mountbatten s mission would be at an end

Liaquats reply to Nehrus formal letter of complamnt came
m just after the dispatch of the Indian reference to the United
Nations It 1s a lengthy catalogue of counter-charge deliberately
not confined to hashmir but ranging over the gencral theme of
Indias refusal to accept Partition and resolve to destroy Pakis
tan He wants the intervention of the United Nations to ¢+t
from Junagadh to genocide so that all pending duferences
be possibly resolved

i
—
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As fo tnote to the ¢ nt rnat n 1 de elopments t s ncou
aging t 1am from the sitwat n reports that no attack h s
devel ped n Ur and that th Ind n troops there have made
no ontact with h stile f rees £ r M untbatt » contnue to
fe 1 that ths would be the ¢ ent wheh might 1 touh ff
the wider ¢ nflct My nev vear motta 1s 1 mays Patence
and proporton  Clearly we shall need more than our ratton
of both in the comng y ar

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

CALL TO REPENTANCE

CGOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DTLI W dn sday Jth J nuary 1948
Wiy THE wiinG e nurr n £ P t1 the M n ster for States
Mo ntbatten 1s meetng the m ) rand mn r PrinC  1n two sep
rt conclae t Goemment H use ths ek and nce ag n
v tryug t pro tde them v th th wmpetu vheh emsto b
so s dly lacking fr m wthn th r wn r nks He urped up n
the maj r Proce to-d y the desir bty of formng ¢ moutt
of pr1 1 9 to regulate the cond ot of ther dvnastic aff =5
Dumng th g neal dscuss n Alwar alone s w fit to rem 1
trt In highptched nd guerul u oce he obs ned
the people wish to Ive n hell one sh uld n t ¢ mpel them to
1v ‘m'pradse  Whn Mo ntbatten was try g patently t
Pl the ad ant ge of th Pn ces and th r famles ne ng
th Ind n Union Dplom t Servee Al mterrupted him t
ay This huld nt b fa our If Me on can be Stts
Scret.ry vhyn tBL o 17 Tamn thered pen gfa s
Mountb tten repl ed sharply Tamjysttry gt m ke common
nse of the stuaton  Intcd nedenflly thtatthem m
ng meetng Bhopal g V P a br therly embrace shch s
usually res rv d for 2 s hutaton from o ¢ P1 ce t  nother

GOVIRNMENT HOUSE NEW DELM{ Fnday 9th J n ry 194%
Patr ck Matland  ditor of The FI et Stre t Tette whom I
metonmylst stt London has w tten asking me 3 number
of q ¢ tons f r background gudance  Seelung my wie s on the
prospects n Kashnt he atks  Is %y confict gotng 1o drag on
for wany months and even for y ars does the Ind n Gavern
ment honestly uppose 1t will gamn anything by gowg to the Secw
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nty Council or arc the Indian forces in such an unfavourable
miitary posttion that the Indian Government has taken this
course 1n desperation?

I have replied The general perspective 1n which T see the
conflict from here 15 that khashmir 1s really the last major out
standing 1ssue between the two Dominions I one could achinve
the basic solution here everything else would fit into place  The
battle ground 13 not of Indias choosing 1s at the end of long
and bad lines of communication and 1s one 1n which 1t will always
be difficult for her to deploy her full strength  Therefore from
the military point of view we could anticipate a protracted strug
gle The problem however 1s esscntally political and centres
round the will and capability of both sides to give effect to a
ﬁcasc fire In this respect 1t 13 somewhat stmular to the Indonesian

1spute

1 think 1t would be quite wrong to indtcate that India 1s ap-
pealing to the United Nations as the result of military despera
tton On the contrary India feels that she has a very strong,
case both morally and 1n law and that the Secunity Counal 1s
the proper forum in which to present it Perhaps the most dan
gerous feature of the situation 1s unwillingness to recogmse what
the cost of failure would be or to appreciate that a war on this
1ssue between the two Domunions would surely brng the sub
continent into the vortex of the world power politics struggle

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Saturday 10ith January 1948

This afternoon Mountbatten completed Part Two of his ex
hortation to the Princes  This time he spoke to some fifty of the
mmor brethren or their representatives arguing once more the
wisdom and virtues of medatisation and urging again as prece
dent the example of the German prnepahities and the seitle
ment they made with Napoleons Confederation of the Rhine
Many of the rulers whose knowledge of history and political
theory had been severely taxed came awny from the conference
blinking as though having looked too long at a bright light But
T think it 1s fair to say that a few of the more discerming mem
bers are alnve to the sense and value of his advice

To might the Mountbattens gave 4 dinner party to the Princes
Tt 1s good to find His Highness of Dholpur at Government House
m the thick of all the discussions for when I last saw him 1n
July he had given me the impression that he would retire to his
State and never be seen in Dellt again I had a tall with him
after dimner and he 15 worned about agitations which he feels
the Congress are mspining mt his and neighbouning States When
I asked him whether he had any details the only instance be
pave was a recent nflammatory speech by Dr Lohia it Gwalior <
Dr Loma however 13 one of the leaders of Ja1 Prakash Naram®
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Soct I'st wing  { the Cong ess which may s on be sphttng off
alt g ther fr m th C ngress mo ement  They ha ¢ mn fact
been opposed to M untbattens and Patcls Access on policy and
by no stretch f m g nation can they be reg rded as agents of
Patel or the St tes Minustry

GOVERN {ENT HOUSE, NEW DELH! Mo day 1201 J n ry 1943
Th fist nen tht G dh s to begnan thr of hs m jor
f st unto death cam th ugh to me at a Pess p ty at th
Delh Gymkhan Clb The st rting s ddennes ~ f th a
n uncement t h Prayer Me tng made 1ts ntend d mpact on
allofus I paticul ly rprsed a earlier 1o the ¢ enng
t ming from a g m £ squash th Verno ¥ h d pas d
the french d w { Mountbatt ns study and could ee Gandhl
the wth hum f r an nt nv ew Vhich 1 w s aware had been
ged at short mot  but dd not understand t have any
special s gn fican
Hehd mfct mesoudtosee Mountb tten smmed ately
after hs Pr yer Meet g at » hich he had dectared th t the £ st

w uld en M dwhen I m satisfi d that there s a runo
of hea £ ccmm (es bro ght about mlhnut any o tsde
pressure b tf man aw kened sense of d t; Wik God s

my s preme d le couns Il r I felt that l m ttaketh dct
n wth ut any othr ad1ser 1 ded pnor t the Pray r
Meetng h h d been ob g a day of ll nee ©ith the zsull
th t nether N hru or P tel was inf rmed in d_ nce of h
?r p ed ¢ urse of act He then went nto ! y bare his
nd unhapp s at the contnu ng bad communal atm ph re
1n D wheh seemed to pre at tall leels of 1fe  d hi
cs lve tometths stu ton by hus own chosen act of atone

D nng th t 1k wth Mountb tten G:mdh. went o t of hs
way t  k for a fr nk opnion about Ind  rf It payto
Pk tanthefiftyfi cr resf mthecashb Ianccs wh ch M unt
bttnddothestatetogehm saymg tht he ¢ derd
th step to be b th untat manlke and unw se G ndhe s2d
th l h proposed (o uke the m tter up with Nehru and Pat |

dthth m ke 1t clear to them 1t w s he wh
had ml ud the mq xry d ght M untbattens vew

As for th 1M untbatten tocer 1 dtht t uld
be 1mpo s'ble for h m to challenge the d ctates of G ndl <C
st cc adtidhmwth thstt lh(hewelcmedhs

em e and eamn tly hoped lhat it v ould serve to creat
the nw spnt th t was so badly ncedd On th note ff1
lowsh p and understand g G ndh left to g e effect to b great
dason The f st s due to begin at | en oclock to-morraw
morping
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At the Gymkhant Club the party fairly quickly dissolved .as
varnious correspondents went back to file their reports and nter
pretations of the act  The peneral impression was that the fast
was well timed and that nothing less drastic would regun for
the Mahatma the psychological ascendaney achieved in Caleutta
Much would turn upon the atttude of the Sikhs over whom
Gandht had so far been unable to exeraise the same measure of
mfluence 1s over Hindus and Moslems Throughout his stay
i Delhi there had of course been the ever increasing pressure
of Sikh refugees from the East Punjab upon the camtal

There was 1lso considerable speculation about the meanming
and effect of Gandht s mose 1n terms both of his own and Nehrus
relations with Patel Gandhis internvention over the umlateral
proposal to mmpose a sanction 1gunst Pahistan by withholding
the fifty fise crores under the partition of assets 1s hkely to gnve
edge to a Government crisis  For he has clearly reacted very
strongly nganst this move and seems to be prepared to face 1
head on colhiston with Patel about 1t

Nehru and Patel have undoubtedly been dnfting apart a pro
cess which has 2 cumulatine effect as an ever growing number
of followers hitch their wagons to these two major stars 1 the
poliical firmament The rvalry 15 thus itensified by thar res
pective satelites  Gandhi may well hope by 2 supreme cffort
to heal the breach between the two great men mn the Indian
Government realising that he alone has the status to do it and
that if he fails not only the Congress Party but the entire regime
would be placed in deadly peri!

You have to hve mn the vicimty of a Gandht fast to under
stand 1ts pulling power The whole of Gandlis Iife 15 a fasa
nating study in the art of influencing the masses and judging by
the success he has achieved 1n this mysterious domain he must
be accounted one of the greatest artists in leadership of all
time He has a gemus for acting through symbols which all
can understand  Fasting as a means of moral pressure and pun
fication 1s part of the fabrnic of Hindu Iife "There 1s the un
mustakable sense of everyone bemng drawn out of his preoccupa
tions to share in a pamful responsibiity which no man can
wholly ignore

GAINER BIKANER Wednesday 14th January 1948

In spite of Gandhis fast 1t has been decided not to cancel
Mountbattens long awarted visit to Bikaner but as a mark of
respect for the Mahatma there will be no State banquet

Just before our departure Patel and Nehru came along sg
rately to see Mountbatten  Their immediate reactions to Gandhrs
decision are perhaps the best summary of the two mens diver
gence of opinion and outlook.at this ime  Patel complaned that
the iming of the fast was”™  “sly wrong and that 1t was
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t have the oppost ff ¢t ta wh t the M h tma hoped (mm 1t
s her Nhbruco Idnot ¢ ce ths ple ur and dmration t
Gandh s acti n

H PALACL, BIKANCR Frid y 16th J nt ary IME
On urrt nt the Place whlewat gt go m|olunhl
hadan Nl m tngtalk with P kkar ho stlls th
M hrmjas Dewa He ptumistt bout th outcom f
Gndhi fst hecht h vew s undo btedly dr cted at
Patl He dddthr a d finte clash bt een P tel and
Gandht when G dh d n Delnth e months g Gandhe
d then V 11 bhbh l lw ys thought you nd I ver one
Ibgnto th t re tvo P otel vas in tears rhs
msund tand ng w th Bapu
nkkar it prets th  lat onsh p thus Pat 1 lthough con
troll gth mchn s aretht G ndhiis tlmast of th
masses  d th t he could er hope ev n f he so wished to
break th Mahatm il en Gndh on h des utt
stength N hrus h nd ytdesﬂ‘tI | tt brak Ptel in

1dPnkka t pytrbut t0 G dh poltical cume
H sadh hdj; thdh fistmeetng thhm fteragp

of mtw tyyar andhdugdhmt goslowr h com
p gn co ttt 1de | pmnt wthn the Smtcs G dl
priestd Yo ar k g me to cryst I r n ha

s kkar It as tme G dh
st spcak lhel gug of hsad:nu:
twstht h s Prayer Meets gs wer d
cept 1 th ir wmpl my In priv t tnh
t mly cute He 1 t edthtGndh sb cked by “hat be
called a r ma kabl Wt 1l g nce system Perso 1 Jeti 13
rhngn(ohmfmmallpn fId rprt go thesme
of the 1t

We_heas ft th t th Cab t de ded t tra sl‘c
th ﬁl’tyﬁ c cror;s 1o Pakstan as a of g d 1 Aft
the film h w ght Mountbatten sa d ths wa the best new

n three m lhs BtP kk tp d concern to m ab t
Ptl posble reacton to the decson
Muntbtt pent vryu f1 d hifh s nco
saton th Pankkar thsaftern on ThsIbele e the first
[u!ll gth meeting they ha ¢ had for s me tme Themo Isee
Pan them ¢ mpesed ] mby h i tilcteal pow r
and poltcal shrewd s He: the rae blend of th shlr
man f affars who can ng hs pr f und knawlcdg o(
htrymlh ervee f ¢ tmporary e ts

Bapu me amg Father—a tem fed matusdt d
cibe Mhatm G dh bymayofh {1l wersa wellas a
th Indan Press
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nbout hall a dozen men who may well have o great influence
the shaping of Indin policy 2t home and abroad He his his
encmics and there are some who assert that he s 1mbitious and
untrustworthy but I suspect that he suffers from the palousy
of those who resent being confronted with 1 superior ntellect
It 1s the occupational risk of very clever men to be regarded as
dangerous by their less gifted brethren

Pamikkar tells me that bis advice was that Mountbatten should
gve top priority to the wider problem of Indo Britsh relations
rather than to the spreffic Dominton Status issue He stressed
that Nehru was now morc firmly persuaded of the need for
Indo-Bntish understanding  He hoped that Mountbatten would
not be leaving untif the brotd principles had been settled  Mount
batten has suggested that Panikkar should accompany Nchru on
his proposed wvisit to London in_February and should remun
as a constitutional adviser to the Central Government rather than
leave for China* His mstinct however 1s to leave India for 2
couple of years and not get too closely caught up i the polttical
mmbroglio

COVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DELHI Saturday 17th January 1948

Weo left for Delhi first thing in the morming duly mpressed
by this example of Princely hospitality  Bikaner blends tradition
with reform and ts setting 2 good example to his fellow rulers
n promoting his subjects socral sohdanty among themsches and
their political loyalty to the new dispensation

Shertly after our return the Mountbattens called on Gandh
at Birlr House He 1s by now very weak  After he had greeted
them with the words ‘Tt takes a f[1st to brng you to me  they
had a brief discussion on the possibilities of breaking it Gandht
sud he had laid down seven conditions all affecting the basic
security and ol nights of Moslems both i Deltt and India
as a whole which would have to be implemented before he could
be mduced 10 wall U off

* Panikkar duly became the first Indian Ambassador to Cht=—
onginally to the Nationalist Government of Chiang har S*
After ats overthrow on the Chinese mainland Panl kar s geme2!
gresuge was such that Nehru was able to send hym as first A=

assador to the Chinese Peoples Republic where he p &7, ™
his credentials to Mao Tse Tung 1In this position he wes €™
tined to act as a vital hink between East and West both “

and dunng the Korean cnisis .
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MAHATMA § MARTYRDOM

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHt Su day ISth J  ary 1948
FOLLOWING Tt £ CABINET S decis o er th fifty five cro es an
nter< mmun | Pea ¢ C mmtte s tupundr the drect

fPrasad dM 1naAzad It cted wth comme d ble n
gy ndth mom g u ded n conv caing the Mah tma
thitthe es y hng of b thd:]kenpl n Delhy t

nable him t  break hls f t h 1 td fr hundred
a:d[' ﬁnlty ?no d f hu and hddrwn deeply upon
i l

st ength

fasth s und blcdly done mu h tor se Mslemm I
btthe we gns fSkh st n a2dbad of Skh
carrymmg black b ne pssd tsid B 1 Hous chanting Let
Gandht d ¢ Skhrpesexuc hoy rdlyt kther part

on the P a e C mmtte
Inam sage b sentt h Pray Manglhuc nng h
docta "d thats f the pldge w fIlld ity Idr 4 wih
do nt sk nd paper befo God to be
abl t 1 eth iu)l pan flfed ngsrv  toh mantyt lhe

Th n ac rdng to learn d opmy n

tyfi yer sm ayone hundx:d

nd thirty th ee

GOVIRNMENT HOUSE NEW nmu Monday l9zh Jo ary 1948

WVme t She an who spe thref a  umber
of Am rican pape n hfm ehsmry adeN 1le
thoDeth orr pond t f7m dLfe hdlnhwthus
today Discu ngthe f t Shean wh clerly eels n ng

l(heo es thnks G dh gae xup——alth ugh hew ldm er
conscously admt t—bcaue f th the weath r
Th un dd not h e and Gandh hdben ng utad
su bathmg Th wo ld b God yoftel g hs r occ
to letandbeakf t Ther has I ysb n  Joserel t n

Gandh f t sa phe menl nt wh
lTgon New llc trﬂ dh R osev ll alwnys tnd
to bnng relg ninto h
h y were both yewl:se f nad nts wh h mut s rely
place Nesu m g th m t formal and delightful of th
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worlds great men  Newidle told how Nehru disposed of 1 man
who was lying down in the road in front of Birla House and
stopping all the traffic from coming or gomng The man des
cnibed himself 15 the vowce of khnshna — After some frunless
argument Nchru glcl.cd him up by the fect and pulled him
a\m)d'rubbed his hands and walked off as if nothing had hap-
pene

Sheean 1n the course of an mnterview at the Prime Mimsters
house was taken mto the dining room by Nehru to see a Chinese
pamnting  Whie groping about for the light Nchru stumbled
over the body of a man asleep on the floor  Somcone s asleep
here he said and proceeded to carry on the rest of the con
versation mn whispers!

GOVERNMENT HOUSC NEW DELMI Tuesday 20th January 1948

Rejorcing over Gandhis sunnval from his fasting ordeal were
marred to day by a bomb 1ncident n the garden of Birlh House
The bomb a home made affair went off duning the first Prayer
Meeting which Gandin has attended since the ending of his fast
The force of 1ts explosion however was broken by a wall which
was shghtly damaged No one was hurt and there was no
panic Gandhi continuing to conduct the meeting without show
g any sign of awarcness that anything untoward had happened
Indeed Yady Mountbatten who went straight round to wvisit
him found him wholly unperturbed He told her he thought
that mlitary mancuvres must have been taking place some
where 1n the vicimty

GOVERNMENT HOUSF NEW DELHI Monday 26th January 1948

‘The njectron of the United Nations mto the hashmur crisis
has slowed down the tempo of the political dispute almost as
effectively as the weather has blanketed the mulitary operations
‘The first sesston of the Security Council did not take place until
the 15th January After full length statements of case and a
sertes of private conferences a prelimnary resolution setting up
a commussion was passed on the 20th It has always been
Mountbattens hope mn supporting a reference to the United
Nations that 1t would lead to the earliest possible dispatch of a
commussion—<certainly by the end of January—to the scene of
the conflict but 1t now seems that the Secunity Councit are settling
down to seek an agreed resolution on the general ssues of pnn
ciple beforehand If this proves to be the case then a big polt
tical opportumty may well have been mussed and a serious psy
chological blunder commtted

The Indian and Palistan Heads of Proposals bring out two

of difference in therr answ B
main pont: mn their answers ‘Eo the questions }hﬂ_!A,M

e AT I R AR I N
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held and should the existng dmumstrat n b chan ed? Ind
vants th pr ent adounstraton to b tran form d int council
of M ste unde Abd llah J¢ dershp This Council hould
then con ¢ e a Nat o al Ass mbly elect d on Prop rtion 1 Re
pesentat 1 Th A mbly should then elect 2 n w Gov m
ment wht h sh uld bold a pl biscite u der United N t ons con
tol Tnda inist on the omplet emoval £ th t b smen
and the d nial to them of P k tan b ses before bemg ready t
on der the ithdraw 1 f Ind an troops

Pak tanspo to 1sq tesmple H dem ad: for multa
n ous a d ¢ mplete nhdnml cf all forces a d a n utral Ad
must to  AtlakeSc s th thes wisthee sier eof th
tot nd cert ly for the del g tes se er ] of whom
untla lpew w 1s go had prob bly e rh ard of K hm
asal h h hday on to und rst nd  But unlss I da can

stabl e ly ml e ognt n f her leg | title and
moral g Pl ontft tcpate an arly ds
lll s onmem n Delhn » xh |h proc s s of th ne ter ton

sm

AGRA T :day 271h Janu ry 1943
kang ley Mart edto of Th New St 4N 1o
nd ham of the T & days spaymghsﬁt
ttol d lhg lINbru h 1 avryoldfs dof
h At th t ersslayxgwlhusatth mp-
trolle s Hou Dunng the I 1 pro” ded by the M tb tte s
to of Ngpur L h dthe daof takng him n  sght eemg
tour of Aga_ d the Tay M hal but th a2 easers d
dne asne rly all th G ve m nt House t an port w s t mpo—
T ]y] d p’ Nhru nhe ngof ou dlemma toncep
t rdpo ! ndw do off down the hot nd dusty
road on urplgnmg to |he h nes of M gh I gr atn ss
1 ny wth Kongsley n t If an ed caton  He has
t cked away 1n hs mem ry a vuh le 1br ry of gnfica t facts
and expe ¢enesto h hh el ata moments notice B t
mnspteof manyy sofh rdcd(or 1 ffort hertan aw der
f1boy hzet T suspect that we t rted out wth a certan
jdeeagantthe Tyt for bmgasfmous 9 tis I d
secenit cebfo f mthea whennt lookcd 1k som m
ture of atself 1n  ga cing whue on gr
Ou Teach g Apra {1 r s \vzy the m ghty t mb
Akl w re p! lysu pr ed to find th t the T | was
fr the be l n to nist tra k “and that us actual eny ns were
Ttary du ulled by comm roal ta t [Like all the g et
M ghtl mau leums 1t encloed a d Ik }[umaﬁruns tomb 1n
the Lod Garde s at Deihl th t mbatself 1 ¢ mpl tely in Bl
untl you pas throughth o te & tra ce Thn tth first sight
the whole image 13 t tally reveal d  Cnteal jy dgm nt 13 sus-
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dded and as one walls from shade into light along the formal
ine of cypress trees the serene splendour of the p'ace takes pos
sesston of the serses

For me the contrast with the aenal vision was complete from
suthin 1t looms very lrge and the dazzhing whiteness 1s shot
through with exquisite inlay which includes words from the
Koran engraved in black marble We first san the Ta) 1n tho
glow of late afternoon and then returned after dinner to see it
under the full moon We both felt that the romantic haze and
the blurnng of outhne and detail meant some loss of the wosthetic
magic of the daylight vision There were no crowds of sightseers
to disturb the stillness and only the lights of Agra and the bend
of the River Jumna below recalled us to the world of hfe and
movement

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DLLtt Friday 30ith January 1948

Mountbatten arrived back by air from Madras early this after
noon with his two daughters Lady Mountbatten having stayed
on to complete engagements They have had another very arduous
tour where 1t seems they once more recerved an overwhelming
welcome from vast crowds that lined the strcets wherever they
cent At about ten to six I ran into George Nicholls who told
me that there had been an attempt on Gandhis e and that he
had been hit in three places Half nd hour later I heard from
Pearce Mountbattens driver that Gandht was dead He had
heard the news over the car radio and told me that His Excellency
was gotng round to Birlrn House immedintely

While I was standing by the car Mountbatten came out and
motioned me to come with him  He was very tense and spoke
mn short staccato sentences He said that Rajagopalachan had
rung through from Calcutta mmpressing on him the need to take
the utmost precautions about Nehru ~ Only two days age while
n Amntsar two men had been arrested carrying grenades while
he was addressing a public meeting

Mountbatten thought this was a most grive development and
that Nehru was now entirely alone and pohtically exposed Every
thing depended upon his capacity to Leep a gnp on the situation
n the next few hours It was absolutely essential that he should
speak to the nation at the earhiest possible moment but at the
same time should give humself the chance to think out what he
was gomng to say because the nation would mewitably take its
lead from him

By the time we had reached Birla House the crowd had gathered
ard was peering 1nto the windows of our car only a few re
cogmising Mountbatten in the dark  All was confusion Young

men were milling around in the grounds and pressing agawnst Ehg_%

frecnch windows  Inside most of the members of the

v



2.8 MISSION WITH MOUNTBATTEN

a d leading Congres men we e tandng ¢ th the 1stles ness of
gnf Wem de our way to wh t I bele e was Gandhus bed
oom Theewasasm il f ncense In dethe oomyver abot
forty pe ple nldngNeh a dPtel E ry new sin tears
Just o tside v se numer s s ndals tich pe ple had taken off
bfoeetemgthe om

In the far orner was the body of Gandh; At fi st I thought
twas mplet Iy ¢ v red ge bla ket but then I eal
that hus head bemg held up by on of ab ut doz n women
who ee seat d ound hm ch nting praye s and obb g n
pl it ¢ hythm Gandhi f cevas t peace and looked rathe
pale n th b ght 1ght Also th y had tak n a ay the st ¢
mmed glasses wh h had become ‘Imost an mtegral p 1t of b
feature ~ The sm Il of th ncene the sou d f the womens

nesses—thy s pe h p the most emot nally ha ged mom nt
Ihaeeeretperenced As I stodthe I feltfar for the
fut r bwidermnt ttheact b taloase e fvctory rather
thand f 1 that the st _ngth fth 1t man 1d as and ideals
fom the ver¥ fore of the de ¢ n he a command og here
andpow w uldpov t tro gf rthe ssssn bulltsa d th
rdea they repre ent d

Afte standing { rsome tim n ile t homag w movad ut
ot the mamn h Ul Asth ewnng d ew on th crowds utid
mlupled necold eeth rfcespe edagantth wind ws
and they bang d nstntly up n the gl ss Membe 5 of the
Cabmet w e one room and M untb tten w nt un t talk to

them
1 hea d Mountb tten yngtht ttherlst ot rvew G ndh
hads dthath dar t * hwa t b ngaboutf ! re onal
t nbetwen Nhru dPatel Onhea ngths th y dramat cally
mbraced each ther He cam ut f mnt lte sayang
thath © d veceeded n gtt g P tel to b oader t at the same
time as ltvehmltcn ht  Th tg !I}’—“ th fi’oi—‘ samot
importz t pont to hav  ga etr ted that ¢ erythm,
t med on Nehrus g pp gth tut n unmed tel g

The tens n 1s uch tht one careles vod nd rumoy wlt
spread 1k a foest fir E ¢n on ou arr al Mountbatt n was
gretdbyascaremo grwh tldhm Itwasa Mosim ho
ddn At that m ment we stll dd n t know the relg n and
n m of the ass but M u tbatt n_apprecatng that if 1t w
a Molm we wee lost anyhow and th t noth g ¢ Id then
avrtthemostdsatr scadwa rephedmaflah Y uf of
donty ukno twasa Hnd

I learnt from V' P Menon a few m nutes later that th assa sn
was apparently M hratta who fi ed three tmes t po t-blank
r g jstas G ndh w slea mgto tie dhs Pr yer Meetog 1
also spoke w th the Doctor wh  was s mewh t dishe ell & 2d
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who had attended Gandhi 1n fus last ts He compl i
that there had been no medical stores 1n the house but admitted
that they would have done no good Gandhi had just had time
1o s1p 1 hittle water before losing consciousness which he never
repaned

Therc was 1 considerable discussion about the funeral arrange
ments It seems that Gandhi has left the most explicat instructions
through his Secretary Pyarclhl and others that his body 1s not
to be preserved or embalmed On the contrary n accordance
with Hindu practice 1t 15 to be cremated as quickly as possible
Gandht was strongly opposed to any special worship of his
remains

Mountbatten had rather favoured allowing at any rate some
twenty four hours for the funeral to be properly arranged but
1t 1s clear that it will have to take place to morrow and will im
gosc a very heavy strun on the Delht adminsstration At Mount
attens suggestion Nehru agreed that the whole thing should
be taken over by the Defence Mimstry and that all avadable
troops in Delhn should be on duty  Mountbatten has put tus own
Body Guard 1nd the Government House Gurkhas at the disposal
of the Arer Commander

As the moments went by with people standing or siting about
m vanous parts of the housc—~some hke Maulana Azad 1 silent
contemplation others ke K M Munshi acting as self appointed
orgamsers and trying to take charge of things—the cra\\f outstde
was steadily growing in numbers and n its nsistence on seemng
the Mahatmas body Hundreds of eyes seemed to be peering
into the house from all sides and there was some anxiety whether
the french windows could much longer take the strain of the
throng pressing against them

T warned Nehru of this danger of a mass invasion He looked
mexpressibly sad and careworn but talked quite quietly and with
amazing self discipline saying that all was arranged The body
would be taken outsidec and placed on a table to cnable the
crowds to night to file past and pay their last respects As the
clamour of the crowd increased he himself went out into their
midst without any form of protection and spoke to them H V R
Iengar his secretary told me that he s really worned about the
Prime Mimster s safety and Mountbatten spole carnestly with
Indira and H M Patel stressing the need for taking the utmost
precautions

We left at about twenty to eight taking Maulana Azad and
Devadas Gandh back with us  When Devadas remarked that it
must have been a2 madman Mountbatten replied that 1f that was
all to it he for one would not be worrying but that there were
all too many signs of its being the outcome of a calculated con
spwracy Maulana who does not allow himself to speak ..
English though he can do so nodded his head mn g
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M untbatt n thought t wa  great cat st ophe and only hoped
and pr yed th t by Ga dh bec nu g a ma tyr 1t v uld make
vryne nInd th k serouly and wher n cesary mend
the r
Ba k yn th ADC romIf nd Kngsly Marti Gord n
Veatker who 1 ed y strday a d V P Menon V P sad he
was tll loo st nned t hav any re cton b t beheved that u
conld o ly b ¢ god effect nall th bet mnds

While e v peaking the fam Sahib cam m told us that he
had flown spex lly to Dell to-d y 1n order t meet Gandh
t6 pm  Ocly th mamélmyseihadb nmt uch wt
Py relal a d arrang d fo God nW lke t see Gandhp to
MOrrow € en ng

GOVIRNMENT HOUSE NLCW DELMI S day 31¢ 1048
Thr ugh t the ght theer d fild pstth body for the
lstdrha r show g Hssonshd drtknth cere
! wah g Aftr br kf t th Moumbattn-lzdy
Moxm\bm nhy ngfl vib k n the mght-—nd m 13
staff repnued to B1 Ho ps tfrth p:mu of
th fu rtege o ts 1 ml 1 urney lhrough Ne 3z dold
Dt thc Raj Ghat n mmn¢ open p e by the banks of
thcl mm Mliayc atngent f IIthr Serv ¢ vere mo
br iytotk upp t onth ote ndtms lear th t
b ththe mltary and ¢ 1 tho te hada pl nddly
31 tng the alm st mposble dmin tr¢ edm nds mad upon

of o nxety at le st they eerl d Whan the firt
n¢ s f Gandh s ass s 1ton brok ther was mom nt
unesprssed dradthtth asa nmght h be n a Moslern
nd 1 ihhadbe nthecas th omm lemsqgece v uld
mde d k benperl s I g KMyanu dtht the
ssn God 2 nd ammbsr [ the H du
Mh bh  The ff ot llhsn wsWwilb t ca sedeep strnng
of the H d consa nc
O r chagB ! H sewewere Nljamm d ntoe enaden r
crowd than 1 tnght Th cortege 0 sstd £ f er lcar ge
draped v th th Cong fla ered thflwersa Idamn
by pityofs !y Th G emrGn 1 BodyGu dw s
th ¢ 8 sot Mnytes dGnerl jstidf st n by the
fonrale teg wthih bumllst ttzen a Gandh s Mh e
w»whd Th fur nmaCog smem hohdbensodd s m
hs mny bitles veetheet! foc The b dy was b ught
d wi fr'm the bale ny o pl ced upon the be
Oce g:nl\a de ply mpts d ythcsercnt{ fh face
Thc d u hon 1w bady s:sx
sun and gr rdd ught s th g1 l‘l we ptdg
gznlly n okr g hs head Patel alo at ynm ble b olhe
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sody pile and weary and looking strupht ahead of hm  He
ook no part 1n the strentous efforts which both Nehru and
Moantbatten were making o 1impose some order on the surround
ng chaos and clear a way for the cortege to start upon its long
low journcy

The speeches of both Nehru and Patel hist night s ere very
noving and gained in strength from their lack of preparation
Apart {rom the personal loss the blow smutes Patel with particular
everity There were first of all the reports of differences between
nmself and Gandhi then as Home Mimster in charge of internai
ecunty he was offienlly responsible for Gandhis safety It 15
rue that after the bomb naident ten days ago Gandht speafieally
efused police protection, but there 1s clear evidence that the two
ttacks are part of one conspiricy and the fact remains that the
olice were unable to track 1t down before the fatal shot was
ired Indeed Gandhis last interview had been with Patel and
t was m hurrying from this talk a few minutes late for s
rayer Mceting that the assassin crossed hus path  Patel resolved
o undergo the immense physical ordeal for 2 man of seventy twao
f accompanying the body 21l the way to the burming ghats

At last thre cortege began almost imperceptibly to mose It was
ow nearly cleven oclock 1nd immense crowds had gathered all
Jong the route Indeed they were far too great for cither the
olice or military to hold 1n cheeh  Their constant pressure hept
he pace of the procession down to little more than a mule an
our  The slowness of the advance cncouriged those spectators
vatching 1t pass by to try to accompany 1t which meant that in
lue course the hosts following along bemind were almost as
verwhelming as those ahcad

On our return to Government House we chmbed up to the
lome of the Durbar Hall and looked down on the cortege now
ome two mules away from us on the great open kingsway Ve
ould detect no wisible movement And the crowd seemed to have
ettled round 1t like some vast swarm  The commentator s voice
ver a portable radio we had brought up with us told us that
some headway was being made  \Whether seemng it from the
niddle distance or heanng of its progress close at hand the
trange irony of this scene mmpressed atselfl upon me

We s cre watching I suppose Gandhipis first and last darshen
long this Impenal avenue Now the man who more than anyone
Ise had helped to supersedc the Raj was receving mn death
homage beyond the dreams of any Viceroy Gandhr dies one
vening and s taken for cremation the followng mormng  Here
3 no long heralded State funeral all the same the people hue
loched within the hour wnd by the hundred thousand to have
ne last ghmpse of um Who in the face of this overwhelming
nbute can honestly assert now that Gandhi had no geniune mass
ollowing? o~

- -
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The Mountbatt ns th r staff nd guests includ ng most of the
Gov o s who have ar  d for 2 onfer nce whch 1t wasitoo
late t postpo e set out f r the Ray Ghat Great care had been
tkent avod the o te of the fun ral proc 1on but ¢ w
approach d the b nks f the Jumna ur cars became swallow d
up 1 the m }tt de all pressing t ward the cr mation grgund
and ur speed as d ctated by ther s

Asthe Goven rGn al dhi party ome twenty of us
all made thir w ymt the g at b renarn it w_ difficult

tthefi t gl cefo pp ate the full mmen ty of th er wd

th gondwstooflattogy areal wualindeato f the
B taswe vlked tnlonely minence tow rds the small
br ¢k lplalf rnn ndth piled logs whe erw ] oked rhoiz
ol ely pack d hum nity and I becam opp essed w th m ch
the sam  nse of laustr phob as m Brla H ue ] st mght
H o 1l that tood b tween us and am ss vas n fthsrt
rved terrtory w a  don of Ind n A F rce m n holding
th Ine tmntrvals fthreeo f ryazds who tseemed w Id
b n m effet thnthef hwind ws of Bula House 1
hldngbck detemned rtush A a preca tion g nst th
ng of 1l our party beng pu hed on t the flame M unt
b tien d cided th t and the neare t s cton of the rowd
shuldstd month dutygo nd

Asth tum pas dand thet on mou ted 1 se disciples f
the M h tm st quetly round the fun 1 pyre thread g gt
1 ds f mall wh't flowers therw ¢ th ¢ wsn sene of
cerem 1p part n seq ce Ther w gk for knding
thefi btiw stllmm Irg tnwhchk db nopened wth
a tnopener holy water was in a zmnc buck t

nth cortege tlast cached th field brnging with tyt
the vstm lttude 1se nd confus n burst 1l bou ds nd
sw had fer d s me  en hund d th us d people relent
leslyc ergdup nth sacred pot E ery e wihed to carry
ot m 1 tact f£d oton Sttesmen nds e pc Governo
2 d peasant w men mmgl d t th wfl werpetal ertheb dy
bfor thel gswrepledhgh Th petsredf mthehly
b ks Wth pre re f{ th people threat nng to crush u

g nst the py e the ceremon al nite t ok a ternfy g long tume

t mplete
When finally the fire was kndled  great cry went wp f
Gandh ss mmort I a d the er wd now ¢ ok compl! te posse

n desperate ttempts of me us to make a small
nner ¢ don h ving d ly f led Mountbatt n g t up nd scan
nung the crowds as though apprais g a miltary st t n, d
q tly “We must g now  Linked t gether n~ h ma cham
wedido besttofollowhim Hsdprt reddmubht s
an ugly situat {r it started an xog;‘u just wh re and when
the pressu ¢ was most mtense  The er wds g tckly picked him
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out n his distinctive Naval umform and did their best to make
way As we slowly extricated ourselves the flames and smoke
of the pyre billowed upwards

It would be 1dle to say that the mood of this vast assembly
was particularly mournful It left much more the impression of
1 demonstration ansing from the desire to witness a memorable
spectacle  Judging by this afternoon gnief does not scem to be
by any means the sole response of Hindus to 1 funcral and their
belief 1n ymmortality would seem to be rather more robust than
ours when 1t comes to the test of ceremomal self-expression

GOVERNMENT HOUSE Nrw prLul Monday 2nd February 1948

Bob Stimson called round to sce me this afternoon "By his
acadental presence at Birla House when the fatal shots were
fired he was able twenty five minutes afterwards to broadcast n
the BBC s one oclock news an eye witness report which beat
the entire worlds Press  There can surcly be few precedents for
such a scoop 1n the history of broadcasing Undoubtedly this
first intimation of the event must hive done much to enhance
its dramatic mmpact on the British public  Bob tells mo he had
no wntention of gong there for himself but had at the last minute
accompanied Vincent Sheecan who had particularly wanted to
attend a Prayer Mecting  Vincent Sheean on witnessing the
tragedy was so deeply affected that he was unable to cable back
any immediate rccount of 1t to Amernica

Bob tells me that an American Embassy offictal was the unsung
hero of the occasion He was the first to realise what had hap-
pened and to leap forward and grip the assassin by the arms

ere was great discipline among the crowd and no one ran
away Everyones first thought, he said was for the old mans
safety Bob tclls me he has seen the assassin the Mahratta
Vinayak Godse He 1s by no means uneducated and edits a small
provincial newspaper His attitude was completely ntransigent
Cut me mto httle pieces he smd  and I will still maintan I
did night

Nehru has spoken with great frankness in the Assembly to day
The Government, he said must bear responsibility for not en
suning the safety of Gandhi s Life and of thousands of other les
Bob feels that the spirit of assassination may well have been en
couraged rather than exorcised He 13 off to see a mass memornal
meeting and 1s wondering whether there will be any further
attempts on leaders lives He described the situation as  Grand
Guignol 1z the open air

Mountbatten s meetings with the Governors of the new India
have of course been completely overshadowed by Gandms
death but 1t has been decided to proceed with them and the
Governors have been able to strengthen the admmstration m Mg
resolve to put down communal violence C R 1 his mpacn;y
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a2 Goemno of B 1 advocated 1immed ately the suppress on of
all polteal org 0 t ns  th commun I Byect es namt g n
pat:glar the Hnd M haabh nd its npubit nt mg, the
RSS

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DELHI Tue day 3rd Feb uary 1948
The volume fthe o ld eaction to Gandhi de th has frankly
exceeded my e pectat n F om e ery corner of th earth have
ome tr'but nd appre 1t n whch how that s nfl ence
ha re hdout fa beyo d the bou dates fId The full
manngof h 1f maymotbecle t m ny but the mpo t nce
f tsmystery rcg sed A Kgsl y Martin who has been
hrewth sforth vhl dr ma put ttome the world 15 not
d gsowellwththetch q so?u tesal m nd pos er polh
tes It rec gnsd that G ndh st od fo  mething differe t
nd 1m 1ew of hs mpha s on sp tual val es pr bably better
He has mpmgd pnthe o ¢ ¢ of mank
Inth wod fthe NewY i Tms He troeforpcfec
tion as the menst ef p ¢ ndpossesins th power
of his bengnty gr st nger as s poltical 1 flue ce bb d
Hetred mthemood of th N  Te tament to lo ¢ hs enemees
apd dog d to lhose who d sptefully used hm  Nov he be-
‘4o s t_the af
TheClrl S es hm the s prme n
d dalst of rtmes He ths b ¢ me mo e than a leader
oflnd ntn!m He a Idwid symb 1 Th_ paper
the m kes shewd pont wh h may b at the ro t of m ch
of th m udestadng b thsamsand dal per nalty
Hi { th th artel contnes thtthe nd 1d alco ldmo e
m unta  through m al suas n lacked the g eat ¢ ntr buton
£w tm thought a sen ¢ flzw Lo s Fis he had sad ¢
mostpc ple p llsme o go rome t t Gandh lmcan men
tg enmntm nl cks the mi fhsown deal
nd hnest thtthe \mrld fund n Gandh blend ol’ lly
shitpg p 1t an with g lel's unsh k ble sant  He p oved
the moral f ree fas .
Attlee ha bo daat to th Trum n h s poken of a

g eat int mat n 1t agedy the ho! v g Smuts
calls im  Pri e amo g fo h 1 sdsser be
fum as one of the g eat edbyt ducm
m ty and a lead r wh rum wafid nce
and 1 spect

Yet U 3 d of
the Hind » tht h
beent taker the
m mon ¥ ¥
have bee 1
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three full page portraits of the Mahatma leaves us leader page
completlv blank save for this ope paragrph mn bold typ~
Gandhit has been halled by his own puop'e for whose redemp-

tion he Ined  This second crucifivion 10 the history of the world
has been enacted on a Friday~~the same day Jesus was done to

}ic:\(h one thousand nminc hundred and fifteen years ago  Father
OTRIve us

CHAPTER TWENTY TIHREE

CONILICTS CONTINULD

‘COVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DELHI 3} ednesday 4th February 1948

I HAD AN 1nteresting talk this evening with Nye * who wanted
to s*¢ me on some publicity problems He said he was very
impressed with Patel who was a real leader in the military sensc
Once decistons had been taken there were no vamn regrets and
the objective was wholcheartedly pursued  He also had that
second great gift of leadership the power of delegation V P
had been given the job of orgamusing the States Patel was hardly
aware of the details In Nyes view this was the sign of a big
man

He slpokc of Communist progress in Madras They were cashing
1 on local divisions inside the Congress There was a big feud
gomng on between Brahmins and non Brahmuins and the Prime
Mintster a non Brabmin was currently taking 1t out of the
Brahmins The Communists toc were explowing the failure of
the monsoon by urging the suspension of harvesting operations
n order to secure new relations between landlord and tenant
‘The Communists cotained a great many young men with genuine
wdealism and sense of mussion  Their fundamental mistake both
here and elsewhere m the world he feels hes in their contempt
for and breaking of the law If they operated more within the
framework of legality they would indeed be formidable

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW beLml Thursday Sth I'ebrua? 1948

T have been talking to Norbert Bogdan Vice President of
Schroeders Banking Group of New York who 1s making a de
tailed survey of financial prospects and economuc trends both n

*Sir Archibald Nye Governor of Madras and after ¥
Mountbatten s departure Umted Raingdom High

New Delht P .

-~
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Inda nd Pakistan He 1s an expertenced t aveller and I sho Id
ay a hrewd an Iy t makng Ius fust st t Inda  For ail the
t g co vul ons foll 1 g on Ind pendence he 1s de ply m

ge sed with the achiev me ts d p tentialtes of the t o nev
tal

tes

H 151 tbckf mKk rach andh dan nter ev % th Jin ah
yesterday He found im tn a f m re accomm d tng mo d
than he had been led to  pect Jinmah s clearly d'sturb d
about the mmplcat ns fth K kmr st to and spoke of
Ga dh 1n much mo e ge erous terms than he s v fit to u 1w
i messag  ckn wledgg to Bogdan hov gre t was the 15
fo the Mo!ms Jun hadded thath v reputedtohz es d
that ranm n resp Asble poiton n Ind w re plothng
the econom  nd politicsl destruct n f P st n but he was
ready to g them th benefit of th doubt Th re 1 troubl
% wththeetrerust g ps 4 h had been fa  urably m
pre edbyth Ind n G emments firm handl ng of th se f Tlo
ing on G ndh s ass smat n

There so etem t who seems toh e f und the vents
of thel st fwdayst g tf Itum and that s the Soc Ist
lead r Y1 P kash Na in  The Congres s now an Idely
Partywh hha wn tspr apal ¢ y and thu a d moer t¢
conttton] Socalst m veme t h  the chnce to b 1d dp a
powe f 1 f llo ing for 15 If th nxtfi e years Gandhus
death left th Sociahst wth only tw p ofit ble ho ces—open
oppost nt th Co gres or rec nal ho wth t nd s cap-
tre from withim Na _n gave a Pres co ference hch dd
nether fth se tng He urged the need for un ty whle t the
s me tune den unci g Patel thus rende mg  pp cheme ¢ with
Nehru alm _ t ymposs ble

kung ley Martin t s me he h d  tong talk with him yesterday
wh h he found rather d ppontng Althoughh w 't mo-
tonally and ment lly numbed by G dhis death there wis—
hang Jey satd~—  certain lack of firmness in hus purs it f pow ©
wheh s the fying fs mny ¢l democrats of g dwll
He als detect d a disquet g ind flerence to the mte ts of ks
foll wers or t the t ctcal qu tton whethr r ot his ams
hould be t j 1 the Gov rament

COVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELH! Saf day 1411 Feb wary 1948
Aga t the background of mo rming f r the Mahatm we cele
brat another day of at n 11 depeodnce Th tm 1t 30
tonou f Ceylon as mption f f 1l Domn n Statu The
v lenceand il ds rde d figur g many of the man festat ons
of nyng Asan nat nalsm ha e been notceably abe t fr m
ylon The whol operaton has been n accurate flect n
of the peoples sunny and b ppy go-lucky temperament  Laberty
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has come smoothly because Ife for all its grnding porerty
comes castly To-day the Ceylon flag with 1ts golden lion was
unfurled on'the flagstaff by Mr de Silva thetr Special Representa
vean Delhy and got stuck on the way up It would surely hnve
remained permanently at half mast but (‘x,)r the obvious concern
af the Diplomatic Corps some of whom were shaping to put the
flag on top of the mast themselves  This encouraged the cheerful
Mr de Silva (o make one final and successful tug at the rope
Both Mountbatten and Nehru spoke—Nehru 1n the most 1n
formal and paternal mood calling the 1sland by 1ts Indiin name
of Lanka and stressing the deep ties of religion history and cul
ture  After the flag hosing and the speeches there was tea—
Ceylon tea  Nehru gave clear signs this aftemoon that he s
beginming to recover from the stunning impact of Gandhns death
and the pall of mattonal mourmng which has lam heawly upon
him He came up to us and after we had made some remark
about the excellent quality of the tea we were dnnking he waxed
eloguent on the msthetics of tex making commending the artistry
of the Chinese who he said were reputed to infuse their tea with
dew collected at dawn from the lotus leaf
The subject of tea recalls a reveahing comment made to us by
Oleg Orestov the other day He represents the Tass Agency here
and 1s due to return shortly to the Sovict Union He has for some
time been the Honorary Secretary of the Foreign Correspond
ents Association continting to live wath his family mn the poorer
part of Old Delht throughout the troubles Dunng lunch with us
he discussed the transfer of power gmte frankly In an apprecia
tion of the persistent strength of British mnfluence he cited 1n all
sertousness and some dismay the Indan attitude to his tea
drinking habits  “How do you like your tea® they would ask
By itself he would reply at which the Indian would mvanably
exclaam  But that 1s not the correct way to drink it _The British
dnink 1t with milk and sugar  Nearly all influential Indians with
the attainment of Independence show themselves i his view to
be quite unconsciously the exponents of the British way of hife
This he mmplied was the vlimate wictory of the impenal system
—to ensure the continuty of your own thought processes and
behaviour patterns among an allen people to whom you have
voluntarily liquidated formal power
Naramn among others has had s answer Nehru broadcast
mg to mght over All India Radio declares himself distressed
beyond measure by whisperings about differences between Patel
and himself  Of course he said there have been for many
years past differences between us temperamental and other 1n
tegard to many problems but India at least should know that
these differences have been overshadowed by the fundamental
agreements about the most important aspects of our public hfeh\
and that we have co-operated together for a quarter of a "

s +
R » )
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r mor m gt at undermkmg Is tlkelythtatth erssn
the f ts should be petty mnd d ¢
lh| k of nyih ng h t th mat nal g d?
ptt speculato and th le drect g nio
x‘w ho hnd doubted whcther the two by mep fth G en
ment w re be no gh to hold to th On th rsoldaty t
this time the fut re of the entre r gime depend

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW OELRI T ¢ day 17t} F b uary 1948
Ato rStaff M t gt day M untbatten rev w d the ds quet
g Kashmr stuaton The ef re e of the dispute to the Unit d
Naton b tleastoff et th mm d te risk of war but ne s
dnger s repagup th lty £xbh h t1 e e fo ushere
n Delht than for the G ¢ mnt o L d n or the delegates at

ke S ¢cc s to d cen  Varou suép ons are se png  to
themind of th Id n G emm ut and the pol tically consciou
pbl wh h takntogth could Il de lop nto 2 m jor
fro tal ait Xk a I doBrt h g od

In the fi st p! thee b Iderme t t the delay of the
United Nat on epugld sba c omplamnt th t an act
faggres nhstke plc mmhkahmr Th regard dh r as
omr frmlty but s bs bF t fgeapeamyv! ng
a th eat to pe ce wh hlthkd at n v specally cre t d
tord ss Hn gow th pcron that the Unted N ton
bengmd th f mfo th p mtun f ntm tonalpoy r
poltcs Ase de ce fthsthepubbh dattt d of lheAmer
can nd Bt hdlgats W e Ausin
atd Bth r widly acsd of b ng unnsham dly pr
Pk !;\n fr ety { ned fymng
t ral reacton fr mth dstlu onme t wh hr gn

unely and mt nly felt th b1l £ salsosp dng that Ind
h s most to hope wheth v n term fmedattn r en of the
et f mSovetRus 2 ndh stellte Sm fthaetoubl
hasspru g from th falur  fth Ind n d legat on to make ¢
mak A ekag Nhr oderduts callfor o ultat n d
ty tobeh ped r onstituton

Onth PblicRelt ns «d Id fredeen vose than 1
had fea d he Id  Esen the Indan Pe s oblged t
pmtiarg  dg tble h ks f Ayyenpar spe hes three or
for days t they hd been del ced Th pers nalty
Shokh Abd ' h a 11h pocedure of Lake § «ces uld mot
be reconciled  dl the Tndan a  suffe ed a co dngly Mo e
ve th Pakstan delegat wasthe F gn Mn ter Zaffrull h
khan an  pe enced and popula practit ne i Unted N #1
d Tectic vho wata ua e and m oth the 1 d n delegates
w re awkward and angular
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Mountbatten 1s worried because he feels that Attlee and Noel
Baker do not scem to be showing themselves sufliciently alive to
the psychological mnfiuences of this dispute and that their attempt
to deal out even handed justice 1s producing heavy handed diplo
macy  The crux of the problem as scen in London 1s Indins
unwillingness to recognise that a plebiseite carrted out under the
auspices of Abdullah and with the sole support of Indian troops
cren with Security Councill backing \\oultfl, not be regarded as
fulfithng the condiion of 1ts far conduct In Mountbattens
opition the Unuted kingdom delegate could with advantage tike
a less unfnendly line towards India by supporting the view that
the first step should be for Pakistan to stop helping the rauders

he question of superintending the plebiscite wathout interfering
with the legally constituted Government deserved he felt more
sympathetic discussion and treatment than it has yet recened

In an appraisal of Attlec this mormng Mountbatten stressed
first hus absolute intellectual honesty-—perhaps his greate t source
of strength—secondly his status 25 1 lhberator and finally hus
profound personal affection for and interest 1in India Fhese
were assets which must not be squandered  Mountbatten finds
his present constitutional position of friendly adwiser irhsome at
times  He can no longer step 1n between London and Delhi and
s only hink now 1s with the kang who strictly scparates his
‘arious sovercignties

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Sunday 22nd Fcbruary 1998

Walter Monckton has just arrived here following a weck s stay
1n Hyderabad We were aware that he was due to see the Nizam
during the muddle of February and Mountbatien had accordmgly
written off to His Exalted Highness urging that he should seize the
opportunity of Moncktons visit to come to a general settlement
with India

Rather to Mountbatten s surprise the Nizam at once agreed
with him T say surprise because some of the Nizams privately
expressed opuions of Mountbatten recently have been far from
flattening e are aware that he has been describing him as no
friend of Hyderabad as anyhow without power and has becn
asserting that 1t was mmmatenal whether Mountbatten helped 1t
future negotiations or not But now he replies expressing the
hope that Mountbatten as a member of the Royal Family of
England will give your invaluable help and support to Hydera
bad in the long term agreement which may be in heeping with
the high positton Hyderabad occupies 1n the eyes of the world
It 1s interesting to note that he alwvays invokes Mountbatten s
Royal connection as if 1t endowed him with some special virtue
and status in_negotiating with Hyderabad e

Tor a month after the signmg of the Standstill

was almost complete quite but shortly after the New » B
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was an inadent to sh w th t lhe calm wa deceptive A tr vial
but non the le s sign ficant d spute a ose o er the allotm at of
ace mmodaton n H‘,derabad (qr K M M osht Indi s newly
ppomted Ag nt Gen ral The hous already earmarked fo hm
wa not re dy So 1t as suggested th t he should go 1 to one
of the vacant Resd no1 s fo the int rve ng ele n day

2zam at once p teted ag mt the pr poal seeng n it a
sin ster plot tote v Par m untc{ The Ind n r ply vas s mply
that 1f M nsh v s not t llowed proper and ~dequat ac-
cmm d o neth r he no any other Agent General + ould be
ent at all At thy st ge Mo ntbattens go d off ces ueu n
vok d and as a result fa br k ex hapg of 1tt 5
grams th Nzamiva wnd cedtog way nd M nhnd lyleﬂ
o the 5th Janu ry t tak up hi pos

By the end of the month rel t ns b tween Hyde bad a d
Ind  had declned to the pomnt vhe ¢ could b sad that the
wh le St nd tll Agr ement w 5 lable t be d n unced by both
sdes Ther_va  dange ou  crea e n the number f border
1 odents The polcy of pns ks was leadng mevt bly to
wid amtaton Th Hyde Gov mment beg n by mpo ng
som etrct n onth e port of metals nd £ Il v dth u
by thdra g reogmton of Ind n D munon curr ney m L
nrltrnact ng thin th St te

Mrepoocat ethneth fthes moe alanof tsenty
crtes frupes (oe fiftt nmllo pound ) as underst od to
hav been m dh val bl by Hyd rab d 10 P kstan The cir

cumst nce  f ] re bscueadd quetng M unt
bunha be vy car fully nto th mitr nd from th
1dencc ath dsp al dffcultt a odth oncl sion that

arra_ged by M n N zJ g the prsent M ster fo
Ext il Aﬂ and F cc hl he wa act [ly a member
of th del gat np g tat ng the Stand tll Az mnt Ths pro
velem ¢ mad € just he theld nGovm
me t was onsid 11 g W thh Idng lhe fifty fi € ¢To s of
ftmPktn Oithe Hyderabadd d om detald ¢ mpla ms
of ec nom block de
Onth dyof G dh cremt n M ntbatten h d hs first
meeting vmh th e Tttehad pons d Pnm Mnst
Hyde bd Mr Lak Al a d adysed hm frankly that hs
Geovernment ho 1d me d the % and ge ¢ lly try to otk
m  sprtof fnendsh p wth India Mou thatten d btsho ¢
whetherhem @ a ydep mpresso  Behi d a suav outw rd
mann r he detectd n M Lak Alr ut! k that ble d f
fntesmand cunping hech we ha ebeen ed ced tar g rdng
as the domm nt ch r ctenstes of the Itt b d and ts Jead s
Mu h now depe ds on th  bilty of M nckt n to persuade the
Nizam and his Governm nt to adopt m re con tr ct_¢ polces
and on M untbatten to p event Patel nd the Inda G vernment
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Josing their patience before the resources of negotiation have
been fully worked out

GOVERNMEINT HOUSE NEW DELHI Monday 23rd February 1948

Walter Monckton and V P were both guests at onc of Mount
battens informal Staff Meetings this mormng  We burst the
bounds of our agend: and mdulged 1 reminiscence 1bout Kash
mirs accession and speculatron about Commonwealth citizenship
On Rashmur Monckton said that frankly the issues were mnot
understood outstde the sub contnent VP Stressed that
Nishtar s* agreement to the accession policy on behnlf of the
future Pakustan Government was n fact secured before the trans
fer of power and that Palistan Munmisters had subsequently ad
mitted that the Junagadh accession was essentinlly 1 violation
of the agreement When Kak} came to Deln in July he saw
Patel who told hum that he did not want the accession of
Rashmur agaimnst the peoples will  Through Mountbattens good
offices he also saw Jinnah at this time

Discussing problems of Commonwealth status Monckton drew
attention to the importance of the Natiopality Bill in Britain
which was 1t seems 1n some measure the outcome of a letter he
had wnitten to Cnipps  He explained that the position now 1s that
one can be a subject of the king without owing allegiance 1n the
citizenship sense On the general 1ssue of India and the Com
monwealth Mountbatten 15 preparing an a:de memotre which he
wants to have ready in time for Gordon Walker to see and to
study After hus stay at Government House at the end of Janua
Gordon Walker went down to Ceylon He 1s now back i Delln
at a crucial moment 1n the Kashmur dispute  With the stalemate
on the fighting front and a hiatus at Lake Success the physical
opportunity anses for renewing mnformal and indirect diplomacy

My memory of Gordon Waﬁer goes back to my undergradn
ate days at Chnst Church when as a young History don there
he guided me through the intricacies of seventeenth centu
Europe He seems to me to have all the qualifications for higl
office the luaidity of the scholars mind a strong but attractine
personality and admmmistrative grip He 1s one of the younger
Latbour intellectuals treading the Attleean way of Fabian mode
ration

* Sardar Rab Nishtar Pakistan Cabinet Mimister whose port
folios included the Pakistan Mimsstry of States He was a Moslem
League representative along with Mr Jinnah and Mr Liaquat
Al Khan at the decisive meetings with Lord Mountbatten on the
2nd and 3rd June 1947

4 Pandit kak the last Pnme Mimster under the old order mn
Kashmir who had been responsible for the arrest of Nehru opo——
his visit to Rashmur 1n 1946 VA

T 2
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H sees the central ssue b tween the tv Dommons n the
Kk hmrdsput asb ngn vithes thd al of toops and h
fee! 1t e sie toe 1age the poshilty of comp m e both
on the plebr 1te and the Intenim G erntment H has Tth k
been able to e for hmself that M untbatten s not exaggerat
1gth bdimpre o cused hr byth Bntshattitude tthe
Un ted N tos

cu of alng talk wth Sr Girja Shankar Bajpa
Nehms 2 ¢ mplshed $ retary f r External Aff rs he has
unde sta d sire sed q te firmly that friendship wth Russa
obtanable o ly at th pic of s bservence nd that Russ n
anycas hsnob cuntrest n1d 1al o he r mad nt Iy
that Baypat has take  pthe que ton f Kore wththe Am r =an
Ambass dr Grady Wihth dm reation £S5 v tand Amer
oflue ¢ lo g the 38th P rallel the st ton between
N 1h ndS thhore swvey mla tothtbtwee Easta d
West G rmany B jp arg m nt_s 1t Umted States t ops
notle g l\ r hy sh Id Ind ntoops b «<all d upon
t lae K shm?

Atths m rmngs me tng I u ged that G rdon W lker should
b presdto tay n ntl SthFebury th dte fa pos ble

1 tfrmLaqut If str ngly thl Brt h Mnsters pr
sncedumglhen t d cu e Liq tadNh

1V n dcmnttomodrlnnndcom
N ﬂ’cct md ttg nfl ece h been av lable n tEa r ght
ple tth ght tme

Moumbau call d ior apst m tem from me on the f tlu &
ofth Tda ca t t bt h If thwoeldopn natth
Unthlns I Iedththlapnfomn tu 1 merts

abmp bly pesatd ad thtmealy e ery canon

ofP blc RImo 3 pr cd ehd the been vol tcd rneg
Tflttht teogh ttet nhdbe p d

l anv. rng P k t scacaga stId 1 particul rlhe ile
gtn fC gress ¢ sprcy tosec eth Maharag b
m s n thro gh Abd ' h qutto g or such ch rg s was not

COVIRNMENT HOUSE NEW DILnt ¥ dn day 251}, Feb uary 1948
M othtten dmm onId ndthe C mmonwealth
whch sets o t t make cert in tentat ¢ suggestons a to how
the structure  f the Commonwe Ith o Id perhap bc alt red
partcula ly n nom clat ta allow As n countre
mo e casily associ ted  th t asnm wr ady for G rd n “alke
Although th re h s been a | t of staff dscus on a d thnkt g
on th s bject ery much Mountbattens oy n d cume t
cha cten (mlly bcld d et nd ngnl Tty alo wellum @
for th Go emment f Ind due to selease th daft f the
ne Indian Consttuti  to the P e s tomorr w  After creula



CONTLICTS CONTINULD 243

tion of the draft to Members of the Constituent Assembly whose
comments are required within a month a revised deaft will then
be t'olrmally submutted to the Constituent Assembly for final ap-

ova

Mountbatten says frankly that although individual Indian
Ieaders are alne to the advantages of the continued Common
wealth connection their political positton has been weakened
and the attitude of the Government adversely affected by the
policy adopted towards kashmir by the British delegation at the
Sccunity Council  This he puts forward as a pohtical fact and
not as something over which he 1s trying to moralise He sud
he would like to sce the word Republic expunged from the
Indian Constitution in favour of Commonwealth but without
promising to be successful m_achieving this amendment he adds
I think there can be no doubt that there 1s room for a Republic
within the Commonwealth

He pomnts out that the word Dominion 35 not in any case an
easy one for India to swallow after the Congress resolution 1n
favour of a Republic It still has a debrsed meaning here whe
ther of dommation or of status short of full freedom He also
urges that the term  Commonwealth aitizen should be considered
4s a desirable alternative to Bntish subject although both terms
could be used on occasion with advantage His final point of
substance 15 that n any arrangement made about the future
structure of the Commonwealth 1t would be best if possible to
leave the question of the formal hnk with the Crown unstated

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Thursday 26th February 1948

Vernon has asked me to comment on a draft memoraindum
he 1s preparing giving 1 bnef survey of the Accession policy to
date with particular reference to Junagadh and Kashmir After
covermp some pomts of detail I have made the followmng brief
distinction between these two events  Quite apart from the test
of majonity populations the accession of Junagidh to Pakistan
was m violition of the principle of geogriphlical compulsion to
which the Pakistan leaders had themselves subscmibed The ac
cession of Kashmur was not Moreover {rom the strategic and
economic pomts of view while Pakistan had no interest m Juna
gadh India had considerable interest in Kashmir  There were
two further special factors involved n the case of Rashmur but
absent from that of Junagadh—the use of force by tribal ma
sion to overthrow the Maharajas regime before accession and
the presence (also before accession) of an important inter—com
munal political orgamsation mn the State

Taking nto account all these other factors the accession of
Tunagadh to Pakistan was wholly frivolous while that of Kash
mir to India was defimtely arguable It was just because of all
the special circumstances attaching to both accessions that
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strain and mexperience 1t 15 casier to gne nstructions than to
ensure that they will be carried out Patel however (perhaps
from fear of implying the wider admission) was not ¢ven pre

red to state 1n a communique that the goods due to Hydera
E;d which 1t was clamed were held up should be released
Monckton 1s extremely upset and Mountbatten on his refurn
from a diner party has spoken to him over the telephone pro
mising to follow the matter up personally to morrow

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DELHI Friday Sth March 1948

Monckton left for Hyderabad early this morning and Mount
batten pursued his inquines about the communmique n his ab
sence He talked with Nehru who was very reasonable and
sympathetic but anxious that the question should be settled
with Patel as the Mimster responsible for handling the Hydera
bad question Mountbatten w1s due to see him this afternoon
but during lunch Patel had a heart attack ind nearly died He
15 complefely Imd up and has been forbidden by his doctor to
do any work whatever for an unspecified period which may well
cover the remainder of our term here

I think he overtaxed his strength at the time of Gandhis death
by his determimnation to nde on the funeral carriage throughout
the six hour journey When I saw him at the Raj Ghat he
looked drawn and 11l and seemed as if i a trance The whole
tragedy has hit him heawily and he has undoubtedly carried more
than his fair share of the burden of enticism as Home Mimster
for the failure to see that Gandht was properly protected His
1llness now 1s a serious blow for the Government at a crtical
time 1 its affars at home and abroad and it serves to underline
how dependent the regime 1s upon 1ts two key men

In the immediate context of Hyderabad and the communique
there 15 no one to be found who will assume responsibihty for
reversing his Iast deciston  So Mountbatten has had to wrte

off to Monckton that no Press statement should be issued for
the present

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELH! Saturday 6th March 1948

Mountbatten has seen K M Munshi Indias Agent General
in Hyderabad who 1s active purposeful and I would guess
amhitious He 15 moving up 1n the Congress hierarchy although
lackmg the particular Congress badge of honour prison service
in resistance to the Raj  This not unnaturally only enbances
the vigour of his nationahsm to day

In his memorial broadcast on the Mahatma he presented him
self as the student of alumsa or non violence who was ready to
grapple with Gandhi on the failure of cvil disobedience 1 1942
hecause 1t did not stand the scriptural test of glimsa as
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ev k d vrath 1a the cnemy and not love Fromyhtheh dto
s vtoM untbatt n t day 1t 1 clear that he s not plac ng ex
ces rthnc naghms for dialng th Hyderabad If the
act te of the Razakars 2 e not qu kly r strained he ad ocates
sending 1 the Indan polce to d so vhch by hs own legal
nterpet t n h ¢ nsdes would come within the tem  f the
St ndstll Age m ot He already ¢ nvin ed th t the Razaka s
<cannot and will not b _retr n d by th p esent r gime
M u tb tt n poke firmly of India need to adopt ethycal and
<orrect bha 1 u t wads Hyde badandt ot n s ch a way
s uld be def nded b fo the b of vorld pmon In the
present tte f g t1 tions Munshis prop sal for police ction
2 b ltlywrong Mr Lak Al mustbe gy naf rchance
t d 1 ththe Razak rs t 1mpl m nt th Sta dstll Ag ee-
me t nd otr d ceamea ur of respon ble go ernm nt
Mountb tten told me ft rw td tht vhie he h s no d ubt
zhout M oh sdr eand abltv b 1 fa fom h p heth ¢
h's temperam nt r polit ¢ | outlook fit um f r ths particul rly
delcat “stag 1 the handing of th Nzam wh h calls for un
usuldpl mtc pate e n mmu al obj ety ty
Mnkt hs owlftHyderabad frLndn adw ar
fraid m y well b ready t thr w n his ha d from the b1 {
that further negot ti ns nth pattern of ths w ek s perf rmance
ar awast of h tm and wthout M nkt n the m rgn £
Mountbattens d plomat 1 & tv w Il be further narrowed down

CHAPIIR TWENTY FOUR

BURMA REVISITED

COVIRNMENT HOUSE CALCUTYA Mo day 8tF March (948
WE ARE OTF on the grand tour mne d ys n all to Calcutta
Onsa Rngon and Asm The Mountb tte s schedule 1
fe rsome even by therr h gh pow ed standards and s st out in
f ur shm bo ki ts produced 1 four dff rent colo ry by the
Miltary Secr tarys indefat gable staff  Traveling a lght ay
possible the p sty including servants stil comprie v r ff
geu ns and is 0 small exercss 1o cerem ni 1 logist es 1 sh

e taymg on in C lcutta d ning the visits to As m and On s,

hch wiit enable m to me t the Caleutta edtors  We It
Palam at 845 am e chng Dum Dum arfield 2t n odock
where the venerable C. R as Governor of West Bengal,
come o meet us
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the spueches were over and tmost of the guests had left
CAlgl.“m;c t?my table and spoke about nearly everythung J\ n}x]h
the devastating frankness of the really wise man He said he
was decply worned about Rashmur The country s rcsourxccs
were bemg squandered It was hike tryieg to mend 1 broken
tea<up at this party and forgetting all about the guests lle
feared that Mountbatten might not be ginung enough unpala
table advice  Pandityn  he sad  1s eapable of hearmg pro
foundly unpleasant things 1 rephied that »MMountbatten  with
only an adwisory role left to lim did not want to reach the
stage where he ctould only urmiate but not influcnce

GOVERNMENT HOLST, CALCUTTA Tuesday il March 1948

The Mountbattens after a full mormng progrimme—ELad
Mountbatten s first engagement being at 7 50 a.m.~Ilunched wil
the Bengal Press Advisory Commuttee at the Caleutta Club The
President of the Commiuttec Tushar hanu Ghosh who 15 also
editor of the well known Calcutta daily Amnta Ba.ar Patnka
gave a short but highly polished chairmans introduction which
was well above the average n expression and content for such
occastons  Mountbatten took trouble over his reply which he
denvered with hardly a glance at his notes It was an opportu
nmty well taken to establish cordial relations with a very power
ful scction of the Indian Press upon whom much depends for
the ereation of communal confidence 1n the partition of Bengal

In addition to providing such important pro-Congress papers
as the Amrita Ba.ar Patrika Calcutta 1s the mam headquarters
of The Statesman  Tan Stephens his mvited me to lunch with
the editonal staff and to go over the office As Mountbatten
poiated out 1n his speech 1t was from The Statcsmans office
that with Stephens gencrous co operation two newspapers were
simultaneously produced—The Statesman iself and SEAC un
der Frank Owen s dypamic editorship which for nearly three years
was one of Mountbatten s major morale rassing contnbutions to
the Burma campaign and post war activities

Durning the brief 1ntervals between engag I have 9
other things been discussing with Mounthatten a further out
burst by Nehru on the Foresgn Press It 1s disquieting and ma:

Y
wel jeopardise the good will agreement achieved und A
batten s charrmanship Nmergber under Mount

Mountbatten tells me he had a most illumnating talk to-d
with C R who had given his candid opinion (hﬁt if Mou:(y
batten had not transferred power when he did there mght well
have been no power to transfer It mught in fact have been
impossible 1o produce any Plan at all and then the British would
bave been left with the whole burden and odium whether they
stayed on or moved out e
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the communal good will which Gandhy engendered  The munor
ties here have looked on him for fairness and friendship and
he has not failed them To place a Madrass: Liberal to preside
over Bengals fanatieal and factious politics was a calculated
nish  His populanty to day 1s good to sce and the communal
quiet 1n this seething over populated hunger ridden and revo
lutionary aity 1s 1 no small measure a reflection of his benign
authority
I went it to see hun this morning and said that 1s far 13
I could tell 1 alone had taken zny record of his tribute to
Aountbatten at last mights dinner I told tum I vould hic to
release the text of what he had said to the Press He agreed
adding 1r charactenstic fashion that he hoprd pamcularlyh!hit I
think 1t
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DETINITION AND DETECTION

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI F day 19th Ma h M8
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The new Indian delegation has I am glad to say been ren
forced by B L Sharma who 1s to cover the sadly neglected
Public Reltions side of their efforts  He was only asked at the
last minute and hardly had time to pach hts bag 1 managed
however to send him 1 number of personal introducttons and
am confident that he will do well Sheihkh Abdullah has not
rejoined the party His particular brand of self assertive ora
tory bludgeoned the United Nations delegates and the Amertcan
Ipull:hc without persuading them He generated more heat than
ight

Perhaps thc most disquieting though far from unexpected
development 1n the propaganda campaign over Rashmir at the
Umited Nattons has been the attempt by Zaffrullhh hhan to
offset Indias complam by widenmg the area of grievance on
Pakistans behalf and mn the process to mndulge 1n what the
Amencans call character assassination  He has now mtro
duced Mountbatten s name at a moment when 1t 1s mmpossible
on constitutional ground for Mountbatten himself to make a
public reply

We have had {ull staff discussions of the problem and Mount
batten has wisely decided to ensure that his answer to the alle
gations together with the relevant facts should be placed on
the records of the Joint Defence Council before 1t 1s disbanded
so that 1t should be brought to the notice of both the Pakistan
and Indian Governments and that the British Government should
be fully briefed 1 so far 1s the attacks on hiunself as Viceroy
would almost certainly implicate them as well

ZafTrullah's two main charges were that as Viceroy Mount
batten knew of a Sikh plan from the beginning of July and that
knowng it he failed to take effective action in the form of ar
resting the leaders and crushing the trouble makers despite pre
vious assurances that he would

Mountbatten s memorandum makes 1t clear that while no one
in the higher spheres of Government was under any misappre
hension about the scale of the Sikh problem and the urgency
of solving 1t neither he nor anyone else was avare of any speci
fic Sthh master plan There was indeed no hint of such a plan
prior to the meeting with the Brtish Intelhigence officer on the
5th August nor did the meeting utself provide conclusive proof
of the plans scale or operational sigmificance *  Mountbatten
takes his stand on a letter of admirable lucidity dated 9th
August from Jenkins which forwarded the unammous view of
all three Punjab Governors—Jenhins himself and the two suc
cessor Governors designate—that nothing more should be done

* See p 128 for reference to Mountbattens acceptance <
the risk of driving 1n stite with Jinnah on 14th August foll
the threat of :;ri_attempt on Jinnahs hfe durning this State

/ >
X

“
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1s can and should be accepted by self respecting and peace loving
nations  Dawn on the other hand ventures to hope that the
Secunity Council will show the same sense of realism as 1t did
before and n that hght view the Chmnese attempt at compro
mise by granting one party almost everything and the other
party nothing  The Pakistan argument 1s still that the status
of the admunsstratron must be deaided after and not before a
free and unrestrained verdict of the Kashmir people

‘The only new element in this depressing debate 1s a suggestion
in the Hindustan Times yesterday—and i view of Devadas
Gandhis and G D Birlas connections 1t 1s always adwvisable to
pay some attention to ballons d'essa released from this quarter
Discussing terms of reference open to the hashmins mn a plebis
cite the paper states We think 1t would be wrong and unjust
to call upon them to vote only for accession with either Dommion
They should be given a free choiwce to accede to either or to be
independent

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Tuesday 23rd March 1948
Mountbatten continues to take a close interest m the whole
questton of Indias future relations with the Commonwealth and
has ashed us to prepare 2 short situ.tion report There ts not of
course much mitiative that he can take His views are known
both here and in London Decision as to Indias role and title
now rests with those who frame and approve the Indin con
stitution  But clearly we are approaching a climactic moment n
the history of Commonwealth relations when 1t becomes necessary
to re define 2 concept so largely indefinable 1 recall from my
school days the dictum of the wise histonian that to define the
faith 1s to himit the faithfu!l  The Commonwealth has certainly
prospered to date on an instinctive understanding of this principle
I have just been reading a most 1nteresting article mn the January
issue of International Afimrs* on The implhcations of Eires re
lationship with the Bnitish Commonwealth of Nations It 1s by
Nicholas Manserght who inadentally wisited India—and
Viceroy s House-—last summer In this paper he advocates the
doctrine of external association as being the most promsing
formula for the future development of the Commonwealth and
as being apphcable both 1o Ewe and India
External association imvolves no formal constitutional hnk and
as envisaged by de Valera under 1t Commonwealth citizenship
would be discarded and aitizenship of reciprocal nghts substitut
ed Eires position in the Commonwealth Mansergh powts out,

* Quarterly publication of the Royal Institute of International
£l

trs
1 Abe Bailey Professor of Commonwealth Relations at the
Royal Institute of International Affairs
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has only been mantaned o far b ¢ use while de Valera has
stead ly pur ed th doctnn of external ssoc ton the rest f
th Commonwealth has nless teadly r fused t take ognsa ce
f s actons N w wth only one more link rem nng to be
brok nd Eres declared nntet n be g to beak t the
2g ement t dffer ¢ n no longer be sust ned
Jn 2 nte to V rmon bout th Staff paper I have written
‘Tomymadthe k yq et n  yh ther or ot the ncept of
the Comm w alth “to b wden d beyond the terms en 1 ged
m the Statute f We tmnster My per onal vew 1s th t the
Tdandee n hn tisr ched wil prob bly be polt cally
mbg ous asth Irsh n was and that it will then be up to
the ‘ther m mbers t dec de whether tb  terms of mcmb hip
need tod lterdt ol d Indt or re vud nough sthy
sta d Befo pepa ng any paper on th  ubject I think we
would b cll d dt chck up wth B N Rau  hether
th an: pettionthtsomenwoer all oncept f Com
mon\\ hh Wb l1bratdp pas wthindasownch ged
sun I wRauatthe Nepal = pa ty the ther evening and
s:ud * w uld pprecate n e ly talk wth hm
stm” t  t wo Id n t necessardy f Il w that the
Ind n Head f State  uld need t b n mnated by th Crown
f rihe Comm calthInk to bemar t d Some formul for
confirm gth pp ntm t f noelected P d t mght pe
hpsb evol ed wheh w uld n ble the dr (t ttut on to
goth ghunm dd Ct shpmytell pro tob the
keytest adthers w Idbentth peressonof Indas
Comm n ealth ttus by m form of cuzensh:p but  mmon
ctize bp comp ng Commonwe ith stat
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Coherent conversation with the Maharaja of Cochin who was
m a very feeble condition proved difficult as the only political
question he put to Mountbatten was to ask him whether he had
ever met Stalin = Otherwise his sole topic of conversation was
his family which numbers i all four hundred and sixty one
members In Travancore and Coclun the dynastic system 15 on
a matnarchal basis the sons of all the female members of the
ruling family succeedung in strict rotation according to age It
18 thus a matter of chance if the ruler of the day is the brother
or third cousin twice removed of his predecessor In a family
the size of the Cochin dynasty the system mevitably means that
a series of very old gentlemen follow each other on the throne
m raprd succession

Mountbatten has come back to meet an immediate crisis over
Hyderabad On our return from Burma there was a letter awat
g him from the Nizam As he was due to leave Delln again
and wished 11 any case to phase out of the controversy acting
m his constitutional cipacity on advice he ashked the Ministry
of States to reply on his behalf and advised the Nizam according
Iy This States Ministry letter drafted ongmally by V P heated
up by Patel and cooled down by Nehru was not seen by Mount
batten until after its dispatch when 1t was stll very stff and
threatening 1n tone It openly accused the Nizams Government
of breaches of the Standstll Agreement and called upon 1t to
fulfil its obhgations and ban the Ittehad and Razakars

Monckton who had previously indicated that he would be
washing his hands of the whole matter has now retumed to the
scene reaching Hyderabad on the 28th March The effect upon
him of the States Ministry letter and the general situation which
he has found in the State has been profound Usually calm and
affable he arnved 1n Delhi last might 1n a mood to do battle with
all comers the Governor General included He brought back with
him the Nizam s reply a skilfully drafted document which scores
several ponts off the Indian demarche and has all the hallmarks
of his own mspiration The opening paragraph of the letter
speaks of information reaching the Nizam which has given him
reason to regard the letter from the States Mmustry as being 1n
the nature of an ultimatum and a prelude to an open breach
of friendly relations He therefore makes a final appeal
to Mountbatten to exercise his good offices and prevent such a
contingency

As the result of a very frank talk to day based upon therr firm
friendship and deep understanding of each others mind and
motive Mountbatten has succeeded in reassuring Monckton that
the Government of India envisage no ulumatum and that they
are no party to blockade Nehru came along shortly afterwards

to confirm this 10 person Ag-\-\
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the bravura of a Moghul Emperor The day s not far off when
the waves of the Bay of Bengal will be washing the feet of our
sovereign

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Friday I6th Apnl 1948
Part of Mir Latk Ahs and Razvis demal 1s_that there was
netther a rally nor a weapons week on the 31st March at which
the alleged speech could have been made but this 1s not correct
Enic Britter* was there and ¥ bave now cheched on the facts as
far as he knows them He tells me that he was present at a
parade between cight and ten on the morning of the 31st and
that Razvi took the salute at a gathening of between four 2nd
five hundred Razakars but that there was defimtely no speech
made while he was there He heard the parade being dismissed
and stayed on for some twenty minutes afterwards returming to 1
house with a veranda room where about twenty or thirty other
people were also present Tea and cakes were handed round
and the conversation was confined to small talk Bntter adds that
Razvi came to the door with him and saw him off but he s
naturally 1 no position to say whether Razvi held any meeting
afterwards  So the element of mystery remans
What information I have been able to collect from the vartous
sources suggests that Razvis meetings public and private are
regularly attended by agents both of Munshi and the Nizam
No doubt to complete the circle of hide and seeh the Nizams
and Munshi s sayings are being reported back by agents of Razvi
‘The reality of these shadowy figures 1s anyones guess but I am
ready to believe that Razwvi 15 providing them with ample source
materinl and 1s engaged on a polttical campaign which™ of 1t suc
ceeds can only end 1n the bloodshed it constantly nvokes and
mn a final rupture between India and Hyderabad
Britter while certainly holding no brief for Razv: considers
that India 15 1n danger ot unduly forcing the pace in its Hydera
bad policy He believes that time 1s needed by which he means
freedom from Congress or Commumst pressure for some five
years during which the transitions first to'a Government of com
munal party and then to one of Hindu majonity rule can be
effected  Under these conditions he considers that the forces of
moderation and reform would prevail but that present impatience
must 1nduce the violent answer The obverse to this mmage of
peaceful change 1s that the record of the Nizam over the past
quarter of a century encourages the belief that 1f left to his own
devices and 1n possession of a sovereignty which he never enjoyed
under the paramount power he will continue to remforce the
grcrogatnes of himself and of the communal ohgarchies around
m

* Delln correspondent of The Times
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CHAPTER TWENTY SIX
STALEMATE
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basts giving the Hindus the overwhelming majonty within a week
would simply not be feasible for the Nizam Monckton stressed
however the need for the Nizam to nsist upon a reconstruction
of his Government to male 1t more genuinely representative of
all shades of communal opinion The Nizam had wanted Monck
ton to stay but he refused to do so on the grounds that he was
sure he could not remain on in the State without compromising
himself unless and until a new Government had taken over

The expectation has been that the Nizam would mmplement the
four pont programme through one of his decrees or firmans The
firman was duly 1ssued yesterday and the expectation duly dis
appointed  Nearly all the psychological value of its practical
concessions to the need for implemenung the four pewnts has
been wantonly thrown away m a phrase

After an expression of hope that those political parties which
are not represented in the present Interim Government in Hydera
bad will join and take a proper share mn shouldermng the res
ponsibility of the Government the firman with the dialectic of
the death wish continues I have felt apprehensne that mere
imitation of a form of Government elsewhere might poison the
atmosphere of our country in the same way as 1t 1s domng mn
other places  The readiness to lose so much in order to score
so little baffles the best mediating ntentions

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DELHI R ednesday 28th April 194%

Fay and I dined to-might amd fairy ights on the lawn of the
Delln Gymhhana Club  Qur host was Shnt Knishna * who had
collected an interesting party  The principal guest was Dr
Ambedkar the Mimster of Law the leader of the Untouchables
and a colourful personality in Indian pobtics over the past
twenty years He 1s now one of the principal figures associated
with the preparation of Indias new Constitution which finally
removes the stigma of untouchability from the Statute book As
part of his emancipation Ambedkar himself an untouchable has
only recently marrted a lady doctor who 1s 2 Brahmm  The
custom of centuries cannot be uprooted overmight and the event
has caused quite a stir His wife was with him this evening but
as 15 the custom with so many Indian Jadies on social occasions
had Ittle to say

Ambedkar himself was 1 expensnve vein and gave us a reveal
ng analysis of some of the features of the new Constituion He
pownted out for instance that the special powers reserved to the
judiciary under 1ts provisions were greater than those enjoyed by
the United States Supreme Court As evidence of the endunng
quality of the 1935 Act he sard that some two hundred and fifty

# Shrn khrishna well known Delhs political correspondent v
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of 1t ¢l ues had been embodied as they stood mto the new
Co_ ttuton

We had  d cusson on Cabunet g vernm ot Ambedkar re
fr dtothe compl tthat th p ésent sy tem was working too
slo 1y m Ind He tho ght that' wh  a matt r of pol cy ffect

g two departm t w o 1 d the ssu should at oncc be
ettled as b tw n th Min sters con d H c mmended the
Gddes p p U and th ytem f nond partme tal Cab ne
<h f thgr ps fdep tme tald pute und r them Hes
he w ery ry M ntbatten a | g b fore the Const 1t
tnvwvafi llypn d e Common eaith 1 he f 1t +a
Tkely to b decided vt d the C nst tuent Assembly

CGOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELMI T d y 41l May I94
Ths Hyd rab d tal m te has b u g M untb tten m ¢l
woath e Ton o Bomfe o pIRY B
r gth ngt ton to t |
bl th t th shntme«fx,;’ywlul moepteh¥1 5
before ho ha d rth G em G lhpte C R shouk
erve san dcem tt bth destowrn utth rdfler ¢
Btt nomeanprblemt dead j twhen dh whsin
flun canb b ght(o bearwlhth maumum eff ¢t part cu
Tarly n M ktn
M ntb ttensp p I h:\s b nt sendalstw nng lette
Nzam now nd d ft has be n ct e pr par ton
hutlhu ew ghd nhea ly rgnghim nottodoth untl |
othr rmedesh ebee ted Mycs 13tht the letter a
«drafted n t pesent form psychol g cally the wrong nppr
AsXputitmant t Ronne N dubtt Ur dwllor
the rec d ntn years {m but the judgem nt £ hstory w !
b not only whethr th d ce as go d but 1so whether 1
t the Nzam lh t h pesent mood an
st ton h: would be 1k Iyt  ccept t A letter fthsn tun
h id lyb celeasedmithe lstr 1t flereery thr
pedent h s f led whn t h uld be lodged sth fintfr end[l
plea HE gualel gft ndoubledly d rect_diptom ?l
pe onal t The ~ bject h sting Hyd raba a(
very we ghty a dwlilb pr cd by th G ernment
wh'scath tyhecannotnwg Mysubms n theef re :
that the prim ry m b uld be to gel th Nzam to D 1h
n smg atta hed t th 1st, b t smply for the purpo e 0!
+ o dag M tbattcn vith 11 opport nty of talks gt hm &
Toan lo man
Atame tng tteno lockthsm nngatwh hV P Ron
Vern n oand my I cre prse t Mountb tten agr d  th m;
vi# V Pr ¢dthe po t that the Nzam wo Id prob bis
reply by re cw ng the awitation f  Mou tb tten to go to Hyd ra
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bad but he agreed that this difficulty could be overcome on the
grounds of Mountbattens hmited time here

A general talk followed on the Princely situation  The process
of the States integration which began with the group mn Onssa
and Bihar and which has been driven forward on Patels behalf
with dynamic cnergy by V- P himself has for the time being at
least reached saturation point

The covenant for the largest union yet created was signed on
the 22nd Apnl It 1s called the Malwa Unton and comprises the
Guwalior Indore Malwa group of States twenty 1n all covering an
area of forty seven thousand square miles and involving a popula
tion of more than seven million  There has been some delicacy
1 naming the Rajpramukh or Constitutional hend of the Union
nominally elected by a Council of Rulers Gwalior who 15 a
twenty-one gun Prince 1s to have the position Even more diffi
cult was the choice of a camtal aty Here the compromuse 15
Gwalior for the winter and Indore for the summer capital
Bhopal has reiterated his desire to remain out of the Malwa
Umion but has gone quite a long way to make his peqce with the
Government and has announced hts intentron to mtreduce res
ponsible government 1n his State

Only to day another type of merger takes place The State
of Kuich 1s to be merged direct with the Government of India
This I understand 1s baing done primanly because of Kutchs
mportant strategic posiion There are other vanations of the
pattern  The Rulers 1n the Deccan States and the Gujerat Rulers
—over one hundred of them in all—have both merged under
separate agreements with the Bombay province East Punjab
and Madras have entered into similar arrangements with adjoin
g States One of the most comprehensive self supporting mer
gers has been the formation of the Saurashtra Union of the two
hundred and seventeen Kathawar States The Rajpramukh here
1s the Jam Sahib of Nawanagar who has entered whole heartedly
mto this new dispensation and promuses to play an increasingly
mmportant part 3n Central polttics These Unions are to be
governed through popular mimstries

To morrow yet another covenant will be signed this time for
the umon of the Sikh States Negotiations here have hinged
round the attitude of Patiala He was entitled to remam out on
hi own but without hum the other Stkh States could not achieve
a viable union  V P told us that he has now definitely decided
to come 1n on the understanding that he and his State are given
a position 1n 1t commensurate with thewr relative wmportance so
he 1s to be Rajpramukh and Kapurthala his deputy This 1s
certainly 2 great wictory for V P and should undoubtedly turn
the balance of power in Sikh affairs n favour of the Central
Government and against the ambitious exponents of Sikhists™
separate Sikh State carved out of the East Punjab

"

—
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Another remark bl development h s been the format on olflear
jput n Pronces Jtbeg nas me ger of th fnil?dal
States but then took more s gnificant sh pe as a result O !
s nt jnon When M untbatien vsited Udmw“
H H ghness told hun th t he h d decided of hs ovn free “1:
totk th tp as bengin the high t interests f hs Pcdghe
The Uda pur dyn t the most august :n Inda a
Rule entry slkelytohv acon d bleeffect nth
put na St te whch vabl unts have thew 1
dvdal rep ntt n th Conttent A embly Of lh;
n neteen States enjoying this it al nght s ven h e now jon
ne or other of the Un on
It shghsttem hpthtca vr arevol ton ry act it
th mnotl ftrdt nlform V P wassyngthsminng
th tth ins of the f the had ndeed be n 1 d upon the son
It w the fal the Pt la and Bka er to accept
th 1935 Fed 1Pl thtne lyb keupth wh! structure
fthelnd nStat O ly M u tb ttens | trmnut _ponsorship
cces on s ved thed y thu enablng th p tPt 1 and

M
neg tated the I t ment f Aces nlast year thtth et
s n of subjects w uld b demanded r granted so s bt he
mentoned an t etng pn n expres d by Nye that th s
unes fth Stt p lslmh
otd Id dv f ¢t graver in ats mpl cattons than the

oblem f deal g th the Co g $ Mo lem Leag ¢ or Sikh
eaders Ny dth th had pract cally despa ed fany fr nd
ly settlement with the P mees  d had v sual sed trouble of n
calculabl dim n after the 15th A gut He wouldnoth e
bens rpn ed af t had tak n at least a generat n to reach th
post n h d by May 1948 nd he felt that h tory would
tecallthsasam t m kable feat

Justhv m h the clim te ha hanged can b een with the
entry of Hs H ghnes  f Dbolpur wnto the scheme of th ngs Last
Auvgust h m d was such that any conc pt of merger beyond
acces on wo Id ha b n wh lly u acceptabl but h r gc
to-day hts Prin ly tat s d ly ackn wledged Rajpramukh of
the Unt d St te of M tsya

Mountbatten s rased at this momn: gs Staff Meeting the
problem  f the Defence Commuttee Polcy 1 stsll unrelated t
mltry capablty Mountb 1t n reminded V P that he h d
agreed to th n t al ma ch into kashmur 5 an acceptable mlhmrg
risk, b t now the t aton was d flerent  As ¢ mmander w ¢
some experience 1n log tical pr blem he felt that Nehru and
P tel were not f lly  cing up to the m [ tary mpl cations of the
posti m  Mountbatten said b was very d appoted th t the
Defence Committes proced re was not be ng properly adopted
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He onl
bcﬁg%dy\;lllge‘it;hg;g]‘\hﬁn he phased out 1t would be hept up and
¢lore the meeting broke up he recaprtulated the d
g{ﬁgh &c: I-‘llydenbad He sud that m)ll) roposal to l;i‘)'lsigxmtngf
The ngf]t lbe Nizam up to Dellu shouh:fJ be regarded as finng
'monsirgn 'l\lrrel The left barrel of a final appeal and re
o ce he would charge to meet all eventualities but not

In the afternoon I went round to Hyd

erabad House an im
f:;esss;[:e tesidence at the far end of ku’lgs\my and the visth I
. down mto a large drawing room where most of the blinds
gra hsm}mh In the middle distance I could just see lnrge photo
arepa]s oﬂ: e two handsome daughters in law of the Nizam who
(hEmselo ehdaughter and cousin of the last Caliph and thus in
vty :es the symbols of His Exalted Highnesss religious and
o asgnralmns Zam Yar Jung duly appeared with his son
conve '.'1‘ e introduced me and we all took tea together He
of thgef an impression of suivity and polish without any trace
P anatical streak I find 1t difficult to believe that he can
o alllll(llxch i common with the Ittehad clique Their trust in
donbi s tus nfluence over the Nizam are factors that must no

g e assessed with some reserve at this time
o roached the whole question of a possible visit from the
i (ram He felt that His Exalted Highness would only come up
A Ansport was made very easy for mm It was a long journey
haleda special air cooled “compartment would be needed He
o flying and even the 1dea of 1t was utterly repugnant to lum
sl drives about Hyderabad 1n his 1910 Rolls Bombay sug
gieSled itself to Zain as a possible compromise meeting place He
also felt that Monchton would have to approve and come out
agam from England to hold the old mans hand He said finally
that he was not wholly unhopeful that the Nizam might agree

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Sunday 9th May 1948
After seemng a somewhat tiresome film at the Government
House cinema called Copacabana_ Vernon told me of talks be
tween Mountbatten Zamn and V P and subsequently with Zan
and V P alone Zan enly got back this evening from Hydera
bad He had carried Mountbattens letter of mvitation and has
brought back the Nizam s reply It merely confirms the counter
mvitation which Mountbatten was not wholly surpnsed to receive
m the first instance by telegram on the 6th May For the purposes
of the record Mountbattens letter and the Nizams telegram
crossed In the reply which Zan has just handed mn the Nizam
for sxying no that any such move

18 certain to give rise to grave misunderstanding both mside and="

outside Hyderabad which I am bound to avold  Vemon
T -
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me h wever that Mountbatten was bubbling o r with opt mt m
wholly umy lhng to admt d feat and ¢ nfident that if he could
m et the N zam face to f ce he could yet pull off an z¢tes on
greement
Zan war ed th t thre 13 m ked deter raton wn the Jocal
\uation  Some G mom Nt s_pp flers ha e swung o er t the
Razak rs  deed a N co fidence vot n Mir Lak Al 3
olyjst vend adZa ysthere 2 ¢ m n about now who
egt d even Razvi s  modé te P va sery ¢ m and
s ble adredyt fler nom con ssonsaswell Saccs
to 3 post
Vvmnaroports h we e thatw re getng da gerously n ar
t thepomt h ethe wilonlybetwoaltmt es!ft—f ce
or the thre t f fo Tsad 11t that the crux of th mti s
now as to know \ here the al power lay What w the
exact tatu of the Nzam? Much would depend on th appre
catwonh had f rmed f hus own post n both fr m uhin n
frmwth ut Th Nizam hms If must n t b und r estimated
Iwnt nto ee M ntbatte  ho thnks that the Nuzam S at
last r Hy freht ned Appa ntly vh n Mir Laik Al s positon
a Frm Mn t wasr sed wth hm he w not ndgnant
b tatonc asked Wh d thyvant?

COVERNMENT 1IQUSF NEW DELHI W die day 120 M y 1948
Tt sge mily greed that Ish 14 st Hyderab d ag soon as
s bl w th the by cts of meet: g the Nizam face t fac on
{ untb 1t ns b half f forming a per onal up-to d te impres
sonofthest atonand 1f p blend ang  suffic ent s¢ se of
urg ney 1n the Nizam and h s advi ers for them to reopen neg ta
tonsadmpg erImketheb tuse f Mountb tten 1 st fow
eeksh ¢ AtaSaff M tngthsmorn g V P who warmly
appfo d my pr posed  t sad th re was noy d fimte evid nce
th t the C mmum ts and the Razaka were ctually cornbi ng
together and th 1 ths v not bemng suflfc ntly stressed M unt
b tten found t dffcult to b1 e th t such n 1 gnment ¢ uld
be takng place but V P was  stent r g rdng t as ndeed
the cent 1t n the stuaton
‘Mountbatten began the m 1t og by asking {ter Patels h alth
VP repledthathe a btwtred b utth rrgul £ty of
hspuls andlck f leep One fhseento pge doctor &
constantly talk ng to him about hs pule 1 hich only were s d
its irregular ty

OOVERNMENT HOUSF NEW DELu1 T/t day 13tF My, 198
Refore the Defence Commttee {wheh as result of Mt

b ttens ntatve has at | st been called) Mouptbatten b Mo

boled Nebni to get bum to confirm 1 my presence wh t be B d
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said to Mountbatten yesterdiy—namely that he welcomed my
gomg 1o Hyderabad and that if the Nizam acceded the Gosern
ment of India would do all 1n 1ts power to accord him full physt
cal protection In my briefing the possibility has not been over
looked that he 15 no longer master 1n his own house and that
some smooth and secret Palace revolution has been or 1s about
to be put into effect

After the Defence Commuttee I saw Nehru agam and drove off
with him to recetve further gwdance  He said he wished only to
make some gencral observations with regard to my visit His
phulosophy 1n the matter was that to try to avoid trouble was
often the best way of mviting it It was not possible to go on
just watching shooting mcidents and other disorders that were
talung place darly on the Hyderabad border

After Jeaving Nehru I returned at once to Government House
to find V_P stll with Mountbatten They seemed quite pleased
with the Defence Commttee which had been discursive but had
enabled the military and political leaders to form a more sympa
thetic understanding of ‘each others viewpoint  Mountbatten
professes himself to be optimistic about my mission It was agreed
that I should go completely under the auspices of the Hyderabad
Government At five o clock I went round to Hyderabad House
for a further talk with Zam and bis son Al Khan Zams plea
was If only the Government of India would not press too hard
all would be well

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, NEW DLLHI Fnday I4th May 1948

I have had a final sun through with Zain T am to be the per
sonal guest of Mir Latk Al No exact time hmt has been set
for the tnp It 1s agreed that I should be free to decide on the
spot but Zain himself hopes to reach Hyderabad before I leave 1t

The letter I am conveying to the Nizam expresses disappomnt
ment at His Exalted Highness s refusal of the mvitation to vi it
Delhi and doubt as to whether 1t will be physically possible
apat from other considerations for Mountbatten to come to
Hyderabad n the limited time now left to him However Mount
batten writes Before I leave I am most anxious to establish some
form of contact with you over and 2bove the formal negotiations
and exchange of letters

I am then duly introduced as one who has by now served with
Mountbatten longer than any other member of his personal staff
and who has been throughout mtumately acquamted with all the
high level developments 1n his Commands particularly dunng this
present appointment He knows my mind completely and en
joys my fullest confidence T may say Mountbatten con »"""n
cludes that I have been extremely disturbed by reports "
have been reaching Delht with regard both to the = +
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ight brown cotton socks lymng loosely about his ankles He
vore a brown fez which was perched on the back of his head
Ie 15 a small man with 1 pronounced stoop his mouth 15 loose
nd his teeth are in a deplorble conditton His hands shook
nd while talking he fidgeted and knoched his knees together in
uch a way as to give the observer the impression of mctpient
alsy or St Vitus dance But his whole personality 1s held
ogether by the mtensity of his expression and the vehemence
f his high pitched voice

I could not ascertain whether the Prime Minister proposed to
tay or leave for the mterview but on presenting Mountbatten s
etter to the Nizam which he opened and read slowly an op-
ortunity clearly presented itself for him to see me alone 1f he
vanted to but hé quite dehiberately refused to take st and Mir
ik Al stayed stolidly on  Having read the letter the Nizam
urned on me quite fiercely and said that he was well aware of
.ord Mountbattens hmited time and powers out here  What
ould he hope to do mn a month? he asked He said that he
rusted that Lord Mountbatten had clearly understood that it
vas quite impossible for him the Nizam to leave Hyderabad
ind 1f Lord Mountbatten was not free to come and see hin
vell then (and he gave a gesture of farewell) he was sorry
or it and would say good bye and God speed to him

The Nizam said that as far as his relations with the Govern
nent of India were concerned they had his terms He acted
hrough his Prime Mimister and his Constitutional Adviser and
1¢ had nothing moare he could say to any other party even on
\ private basis I sud that Lord Mountbatten was naturally
Jeeply concerned to do all 1n lis power to achieve a settlement
sefore he left but time was short and 1t was for His Exalted
[Highness to consider whether there was any way mn which the
Governor Generals good offices could be used "He was I be
ieved aware of Lord Mountbattens general approach to the
problem _and 1f there were any points of detail or emphasis that
[ could fill 1n T would be only too happy to do so

1 referred to the special status that Mountbatten had had mn
effecting the Standsull Agreement  That 1s all over now he
replied I tried tactfully to explain how Mountbatten beheved
accession or 1ts equivalent was in the Nizams best mterests but
he disrmssed the whole subject with a wave of the hand Laik
Al1 wmntervened at this pomnt to s1y that he would be quite ready
to take a plebiscite on the 1ssue 1f only 1t could be orgamsed
peacefully but the law and order problem mnvolved mn carrying
it out had compelled him to turn i1t down to which the Nizam
added Quite nght quite nght

I was unable to draw him out on the question of his reaction~
to the Communist threat in Hyderabad It was he said
matter of deta1l which you can discuss with my Prime

P
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He s d that the f t and policy of the other Princes in Indiz
ecenocncm fhs andthther garded them merely as
nobl mp tovhomsm co rleses yer
e em nd:r of the 1tenvew vas 1 gely dey ted to the
Nzam g a lect re m f rable terms n the M slem
phil ophy f Ilfe the bss of h h vas tht our end are
pp nted He rem mb red dscusst g ths matter th Loth n
th O ush R det who tth tme was n athest and h
held som opn st th eff ct that thre as a me sur of
chncem url es s narcecon ¢

It the N zams thlw ether had a go d r & bad
fat H s dthtth st to ght mp v¢ nth nedtt o
or th days t mght g t bcn r 1ier on he could t ay
But he P di te s ppo ted f hm He
ther kedme tIhadh d of M hurram 1 the M lem Calen
dr ndlrcpldplllyh Ah hes d  but

yu
d htitm n It xh ommemrl n of the d ath
of lh Pl pht g don A dth accept ce £d thand loss

n nh entprt fourf th (Inth rspet tsh Id be
ntdthtth Nzam ts dp ys tthe gra e of i mothet
e yewenng tso olck)

On retu ng t th subjct f M untb tten nter t n the
s 1 fthe Nzam dy sty I e pla dth Mo tbnn

snﬁn‘n ble ri co ttut nal mo rchy t
Nzmt k me up and s d veh mently That s “hcre I 1
158 withhm € sttut nlmo rchy m y be 1t ery \ell
n E ope nd the t thsn mea st

The n esaton was teer d by Mir hk At t th Com
mo w lth ss Th Nzam a mtrested n knowng bt
¢h nce ther sof India rema ng wthn the Commony ealth
Tsadth tthsm tte w s ery mu h under cons der t on at the
m mnt and that there ere’s fl ent 1 forces ho c nsdered
that Iad  hould s(ay AtthspmtIs dYcold haps
m ke an ob erv h h had no refation to my beng
member f Lod M untbatt ns staff which as that \hhelhtr
Inda rem ed withn r went cut Bt h opmon s repr
sented by th prcsem chernm o, w 1d b most averse to on
part ment T cer 1ng more fav urable tr at
raent th n a lhel smply as  res It f Common e 1th mem
brship Any lculatt  made onthsbassw uld 1 ass re
be itus ry Ths pont 1 think we t home

After 2 fe ge er 1 em rks on the troubl d wold  tuaton
and the Nzam express n of con m ovr th 11 t de elop-
ments 10 Pal stine th co erst nend d 3 thhum con eynghs
most cordial complme t a2 d wihest M untb tten

‘The intervew whch lasted nea ly an hour was not a port
cularly € sy on to handle 1 vie' [ th Nizams somewhat
dis oncerting appe rance and m nner b t a provding an P
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portumty to study s personahty and mmnd it was revealing
Although he may be phy«ically decrepit he 15 obviously mentally
alert and n full command of his faculties I was o fact left
with the impression that ¥ bad been spoken to by an eccentric
elderly Profe.sor on his specital subject He 1s a Prince of the
old school—arrogant and narrow but on his home ground for
rudable  His mood throughout was one of aggressive fatali m

T 52w no evidence of the Nizam bemng a pnisoner There was
quite a large number of police at the entrance and by the road
but there 1s nothing abrofmal 1n this bearing i mind the attempt
on the Nizams life in the autumn and the lack of any real
frontage to King Kotht  which was not much farther off the
main toad thin an ordmary house m Dellu  Mir Latk Al in
adentally stayed on after 1 left

On my return to the Prime Mimsters residence Mom came
Tound to seec me

We discussed treaty or accession apd Mom mndicated that
what they really feared was that ac might be changed so
that 1t meant m fact accession not on three but thirty three sub
Jects mvolving uniformuty of Inws and loss of nternal autonomy
which the Nizam would never gne up  Mom also gave me to
understand that the free movement of Indian Defence Forces
through Hyderabad ternitory would be unacceptable

I then left to dine with Munshh I may say that traveling m
a fast car it took me forty muutes to reach Munshis house
which 15 at the far end of Secunderabad fairly near the aw
field In ths place he 1s of cour ¢ completely out of touch
with the life of the city and can only see those who have the
time petrol or political inchnation to visit him

I found him somewhnt baffled and depressed He said that
he had lost faith in Mir Lath Al as the result of what he termed
a completely bogus report the Iatter had given of an interview
he had had with him ~ He told me that the position as between
Mo and Larh AN was somewhat ambiguous Although they
were brothersin Iaw  they did not see eye to eye but Lath was
defimtely on the crest of the wave as far as influence with the
Nizam was concerned

Munsht said that he did not think that anybody meant business
either with regard to responsible government or to accession
but he agreed with the prehmmary view I had formed that the
Nizam was poltically master of the situation 1 reassured hum
that my trip was personal and nformal and that I had come
with the full knowledge and approval of the Prime Minsster nd
V P He seemed quite happy to return to Bangalore to morrow
mornmg saymng that s wife no longer hiked living 1n this place™
and that s relations with the Government were so
T e e Tl Tmer wll cnnbant atith them =
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I!YDERAI!AD Sunday 16th May 1948
1 have compleled a crowded d ¥y t lkng and bemng talked to
i unend ng {l 1 told Mir Latk Alt that it wo id certa nly
be interesting t meet khasm Razy prvately if there was no
publt ty i r the meett g and t Vv s unde st od that Twa nly
see ng wh m he lum elf partcula ly anted m  to see
He rej ed that he w vld defint ly 1ke m  to meet Razvi and
tht \gc latter ould be ¢l g on hwm tht mommg prir to
«tour he v making ITwasadviedt dr p
1dd o nd ftr feymnute fsmll talkthe Prime M n
Ster left me al ne wth Raz1 In my penng r marks 1 sad
omethng bout fe ] g depre sed at the v nof e ents t +hich
h atonc rtotedthath wasnt btdprs d he asjust
deper te He wshd m t undertnd that hs s | purpose
s th defnce f the Molems to thm only dd he ow
loyalty Iakdhm whthr the e was any truth n th report
that the Commums(s hdben ppr ching tte Razakars with
avewt ¢ mmonactin Wheny u ay the Razaka s Raz 1
rpl dveyfic ely you me n me {lyaulhecndlonof
th Mo lem her & such th 1 they are thems 1 rap dly be
comng Cmmun t [ h e wrnd them fh did n t ndcate
Gelly wh o thm rfered to] th i s wa Iy to happen
He then at gorcally a serted th t h was g ue prepared 1o
wok wth th Communst and had taken p el'm ry ‘cton to
th t end To mk dobly ure tht 1 hdntmundersto d
I dthtIpe med on dffculty m his way would be
thc direct challengt thr d vn by the Communs ts to th
Nizam him elf—1e the Comm nits w mmg that there was
to be no truck + th th Nizam  Razv ed fo a mom nt
nd smd that b apprec ated th t dlmcull but later vhen
I rtumed to the ub)ct h made t qute cle r that both th
dy asty nd the Gov rnment were ¢ nd ry considera n 1o
hmifth Comm st po dt be the only 1les he co Id
uset s ve the Molm fr m destruct If nly Inde w1
Jea e us alone f rtwo yeas I pomie that I v1 ‘reate ome
thng they (I envy H ndus al eady are join ng the R zakar
1 ask d whethe thout pul( 1 etlemnt thr mght nt
be the same cr st t the L few sear and ail he could say
wsyes but h added tht fr nethng b dd nt beleve
that the Indan U onw Id ur1 for mo than two ye 18
Hesmdththehd b 1telyn expcctal on of a peaceable
solutton and sh d g at nt 1y of rac | hatred n d cuss
ng th Hod He th ught th t G ndh dezlh as xymbolc
of ther bhviur H dus alwav kil d the
thm into 8 per-G ds 1 sk d hm wh ther he dd not con
sder that the Comm nst s at pes t rgansed were pre
domna tly Hindu H sad tht'that wa o bt that they
were less communally minded tha  oth  partes
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T said that it was widely held that he was the real strong man
1n the State and asked him what his views were on that He
smd Dont believe all the slanderous reports about me as a
wire puller and mthker of Governments I am the least person
here” I am simply the champion and servant of the Maslems
cause on behalf of which I will stop at nothing The Govern
ment call me 1n for my views on occasion which I give to them
with complete frankness He told me that to save Moslems
from death and Moslem women from bemng ravished he was
ready to die The Congress representatives in Hyderabad were
men of straw  Let me look after the Hindus he saird smiling
for the first time

Razvt 15 the complete fanatic He stares with eyes that bore
holes into you and would strike terror into his friends and
enemies were it not for a streak of absurdity and charlatanism
about him which even while he rants gives lum away making
1t difficult to tahe him completely seriously and conveyng the
firm impression that his megalomama has far out run his real
power In appearance he ts slight and dapper sporting a beard
of Mack Sennett proportions beneath a fez worn at a rakish
angle As he walked briskly away he looked hike a blend of
Charhie Chaplain and 2 mmor Prophet

Having disposed of Razvi my next appomntment was with
General El Edroos the Commander in Chief of the Hyderabad
Army a tall handsome and I can well believe very able officer
of Hashemite Arab stock He served in the field in the Burmn
campaign under command of Mountbatten for when incidentally
he has the highest respect He said that there was some troubie
in the Sholapur area that Indian troops had been helping ruf
fians to make their way over the border and that Indian aircraft
had been malung reconnaissances He was writing to Bucher
and Elmhirst* privately on this subject He referred to the or
dinance posttion He said he had made a frank offer to Him
matsinhjt (without of course conceding him any night of in
spection) to sce things for himself which he had done and
he understood that he had been satisfied He said that the
Communists were very well armed and that the economic bloch~
ade_was virtually complete

He stressed tKe intensity of the political suspicions of both
sides and said that although he was a soldier he could not help
ashing why the Central Government were pressing so hard I
said that he must appreciate that with the creatton of Pakistan
a strong Centre for the Indian Union was essential Cannot

* General Sir Roy Bucher and Air Marshal Sir Thomas
Elmhirst Commanders in Chief of the Indian Army and Arr

Torce sespectively
1 General Himmatsinhp Indian Army Adviser on States ™

S .
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they s ¢ he said that Pakistan was ther own m king and
th it the pesure they ar putti g n here cau ngacft sad
2 ou g Moslem fanatic m?  With t this pres re he went
on (heclealy as referrngto M sh) Hyde bad mmyw
would ha e fallen lke rpe plum  He said that noy a 5 nous
? siti A W s grov ng up vh h was takng m re a d mo & the
orm fgue lla ct ty 1 d X had just se n Razv and that
he vas phy cally smaller than I h d xpect d EIEdre s vho

somethig fa g thumselfl rephd ithalugh It th
Ittl one that a d ngerous

I ent straght fr m my talk wth Gen ral El Edro 8 for a
\crg long st n with the Prme Mnmister We had lunch to
g ther al ne nd talk d for almo t t ou s

Mir Laik Al began by explaimng th t he was putting fors rd
poposals f r rep se tat  po ernm nt H  ould mot just get
rd of the Legisl tt ¢ Assmbly so he hd mm dtostn
mot nelecto | pr dre f r Constiuemt Asembly to be
fected n ddtint 1t (I sume ultm tely to super ede t)
He ad th t he h d dscussed the matt r \ th the 1 ader of all
part ¢ and he 1 {11 them the choce of th el ¢ ral p ocedure
theyy hdt ad pt which v th 1 to use the ex st ng voca
tonlrli(cleartly ha ly ghted nfv t fthe M slems)
ort makeaf shel t al Ist the pr paaton of whth to
gether with the onduct of th el cton stelf could not n hus

wtk les thn ghicen m nth

¥ sadminhy dimm wsiht the Congres boyoont of
the n wt y r 1d Leg lat A sembly m nt that he had
tterally nottung b ¢ ther own word t g on for the pol t cal
bass of ther popul r  pport They we & not he ponted ut,
1ke the Congre s lIsenhére whch w s genmnely elected befor
t carred ot ts boycott polcy He s d he was a atng the
reacti n f the part s nd hopes t make an an o ncement by
the end of ths m nth

He th n repeated Moms vew ontheaccssin ss e nd 2d
that kn basi obje ton \a that ther w re not just three sub
ycts but that und r thos he d gsther + enntyon n I
23 defined under the Indan Co stitwton He sad that the 1
tern | identty of Hyderabad would s uredly be blotted out
I therefore fa our d 2 pe al t eaty which would be ¢ clu €
t Inda and wh | uld plud a comm n Fo eign polcy
a defence ngreement Hyderabad ha ng n rmy of 1 entyf e
thousand & m ten th usand of vhch \ o Id be put at the 4
po toftheInd nUn  ad ¢ mmumeation agreement 1n
which he fore w n special d fFeulty

1¢ 14 hum the form then by my mterve i Rz 2 d
asked hum for hus reactions  He told me that he thought Razv
mut ha ¢ meant that b would ally hmself w th th ~Comm
rusts only as a v ry last resort nd after the collapse of the N 2am
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and Government I rephed that tiis was not clear from what
Razvi had said to me and told hum thar if Razvi were to go
unchecked much longer the Nizam and the Government might
tind themselves lterally as the nut in the nut cracher

This conversation did not represent any major advance §o far
as 1 know on any of the previous views Laih Al has held esther
on responsible government or 1ccession

At 130 1 went round to General E{ Edroos house for a second
tallk. He told me that one ot the reasons why the Nizam had
refused 10 come to Deltn was the fear that he would not be
able to get back and that I might well be advised to chech on
this He pomnted out Hyderabads strategic importance  While
recogmsing their military weakness he said that should the worst
happen they could and would cut off India trom the South
He believed an agreement was possible 1f the politicians allowed
a Treaty giving India control i External Affairs admuustration
over Detence and Communicathons  What more could they want?
he asked If India pressed this matter too far he went on re
sistance was certain  Scott had said this as weil

HYDERABAD Monday 17th May 1948

At 8 pm I had a last talk with the Prime Mnister I told
Laik Alr that I wanted to be sure that the Nizam s refusal to visit
Delbt was not based on any fears as to hus personal secunity He
said that there might have been some such doubt in the Nizam s
mind but that the dommating and compelling motive was that
if he had come his move would have been seriously musunder
stood 1n the State I told lum that I had been frankly wornied
by the rellance that seemed to be placed on Opposition support
m England I said that 1 was sure that this was a most danger
ous sllusion ¥For Hyderabad to become a Party issue 1 the
Bnush House of Commons could not serve the real interests
of the State Laik Al told me that he entuely agreed He
personally had the greatest admuration for Mr Attlee and he
did not want Hyderabad to be bandied about in Party debate
anywhere He said that he was pot pleased that I had made
the visit which he felt had been helpful mn every way

After I had bad a quet dinner with Zams son0 and beautiful
daughter 1 Jaw Zain himself who had arnved that afternoon
asked to see me and I went along to lus house at 11 pm He
said that he had seen the Nizam alone He had agun been very
vehement But added Zain  he always 35 He was very
firm on the issue of his Legishitive Sovereignty but Zamn had
fold lum that 1t was quute essential for hum to form a new Gov
crament on a much broader basis than the present one He
gave me to understand that the Nizam 4nd Laih Alr had at last
agreed to do this The Nizam then apparently rased the ques
tion of my intervien saymng that he had spoken exactly
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as 1 hs mind to me thout any reservations _The Nizam
bel  d that there was a t n per © pt chance th t Mountbatter
would € en no  come himself end ked Z n ht he f)t
Zan sad that 1t m st to some ¥t nt depe d on the kind of
rerort I s nt 1z The Nzam then began t0 sk quest ons abo t
me Wh cxatly sas T what ere my polt s etc
Zan thinks that sol t n 1s po  ble 1f the Legisl 1 & 1 serv
tonismade He venwent frastofelthattherodac
esson mght b bought but H s proposng n hs 1alks
sath the Nzam on Tu d y and W dre day (the Nzam h d
akdhmto st yand have an ext day for n extr talk) to
see [ this  ould be acceptable p wided tw  str ctly hmyted to
three s by ts He said th t he w s propo ng lo speak fr akly
ith El Edroos who w s lleged to be g ng milt ry as stance
t_the Razakar  This was caus ng ¢ ns derable disquet: Delh
lly Zan b ped that 1 would be able 1o postpone my 15t

f0 Smla ntlhegthbek n Thursday enng vhen I' ould
2t ¢ Mountb tten the latest inform ton

NYDERABAD NEW DELHY Tiesd y J8th May I948

After an early breakfast and a fin | ourte y gcod bye to Mr

kAl 1 c¢ mpan ¢d by Capta n Baig' on the o g drve
toth rfeld Captin Bag tal nty n ADC ha been
fully tested nd h has been to endle t bl n steer ng me
frm pl e t p ce on tme throughout my fanta t sch dule
Ilea th kn wl dge th t everythimg p s ble has been don
to throv open the g te to me  From the Nizam do nward I
get the amp ess ¢ that &y 1y h s spoken with the maximum
fra kne s of which he s ¢ pabl andth  h ve been surp ts ngly

v aon If Den Yar Jung as et went he was at [ ast
recept ¢ Asforry atebuton I hope and bele tht
Imyh b o nstrument! (mpenng the pe 1 de th
orglory’ atttud ITfud nmy g5 al

The return fl ght th 2 a ft wa my first chance to com
po_ my th vghts My matn impressions are —

The Nzam sthe k'y ma i th t aton As reg rds the
major 1ssue of relah ns v th the Inda Unon nothng 1 bemng
do e thout hs pp  al ¢ conu ance Moreoy I con der
that any agre m nt he finally enfe s mt w il be honou d
the s se that gm strong enough to w thst nd nternal
oppos ton from any l} ster

Her n mood of ggre ve fata sm and in my udgm nt
13 seady and ha the st ngth t try t perform a  Samton
Act on th Go emment of Indta n other v ords 1if he goes
under f 1| preparations have been mad to ns r that the pob
teal nd socual structuse of th  State should go under with hm
Razy s role i this scheme of things  to ens re that th s pro-
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cess of disintegration 1s completed and that a mere muitary vic
tory will not suffice to solve the problem

On the other hand the Nizam 1s searching furtively and anx
wusly for an honourable settlement He 15 a ruler of the old
school he has no liking for the trappings of the Constitutional
Monarch and will put up the same hnd of resistance to that
status as Queen Victoria did The tghter the corper the more
he will fall back on prerogatives 1 do not beheve that he wall
voluntatily accept an accession sofution which makes him any
thing other than the offictal fountain head of law and custom
wside tus own State

Any appreciation of the Nizams attitude must take mto ac
count that the prospects nd policy of his fellow Princes do not
nterest im at all—he regards them merely as mmpotent noble
men—and that be 1s obviously a deeply rehgions man In times
of trouble the Nizam 15 liable to lean heavily on his traditional
Islamuc beliefs and I am sure he spoke 10 me with complete
sincenty on this

In this political bargamning no great advance has been made
since Laik Alis speech to the Hyderabad Legislative Assembly
on 27th Aprl It <eems ltkely however that the Nizam wail
take a final stand both on the accession and the representative
Government 1ssues by the Ist June

With regard to Mountbattens position there 1s a very wide
spread feeling that the only chance of a settlement will be through
his good offices and influence  But the Nizam 1s clearly sceptical
whether either can turn the scales in tume A position however
may concervably be reached in the course of the next fortmight
i which the differences of detail and interpretation are parrow
ed down sufficiently for Mountbatten to provide the final pres
sure For the moment there 1s no more to be done with the
{}lw?,m the differences need to be ironed out between Zam and

CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
FAREWELL PHASE

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Thursday 20th May 1948
1 speENT ALL yesterday cut off from the world in_a stern effort
to complete my report for Mountbatten to read a day wn advance
of my own arnval i Simla

This afternoon I had an hours interview with Nehru and ran
through my general conclusions with him  He considers that the
Nizam may have been dehberately giving me the works  al
in view of lus refusal to enter mto any discussion zx}'hr
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t onal part es he would n turally r ly on general tes  He agreed

\\ th m that Deen Yar Ju g " h 5 the re | found r of the
R zakars as trnge ght fee up to the mplcatons of
drb ndng th m

The P me Mnstr sad th t the hstory f Hyde abad a3
not glo us and th t they had nearly always g ven way to pres
s ctng tl r collap ~ befor the Mah attas

He reals d that tf Nzm s ge nely ncerned ab ut
histrea es ndpr nmalp gat s ndh s ready to g ve

nces on th se M s d he had no intent on of forc g ac
ceson t m of th Indan C nsttution n Hyd bad Any
{ thrsubjects w uld be a m tter of Eam: negot at Nor
h d he any 1t ton of I ng up the Hyd abad Army
e f edt the Nzams religt n and s d that b empha
ss nMbu m nhstalk wthme assgnfic ot as it com
mem rat d th event h h markg th break bet cen the Shx
ud § nn Sects of the Molem f th  Th Hyderab ds were
Sunm M Im and tw spected th t the’ N zam h mself

n
smd l h pe he had n t be n und ly d lurbed b ut the
pub! cny and e pl d «hat 1t as Ppr mar ly d he zeal
hd y bet to k cpn drcon
lrol (I und lnd there W: m crtesmfrm cort o
the Cab t bt tddnt m from N hm or
Pal 1 whow  not wor d) N hru sasd ag n lh s ft n
that tddn t mattr or aff ct 1e o
N hru s ys he fi ds th Nmms :\mlude h rd t understand
ash do ntbeleethathe sat ltcut utforahers rle
After some tital cetanty s to whether they r gong
tomeet Zanwnt udt VPshoscat9pm andIjomm d
them 1 nly ahen ds

Wth th kg d 1b droeasion VP w
str gly f 1hc epm on lh \ |he ptcsmt u cert ty cannot be
Mwedt 1 t tett eprgramm?y
had ben con d:red :md :Jccted a compl cated seq nee of
meetugs as okd t noliga mmtt Mir Lak

to ¢ nDelb nthe 2 nd n\xs(bchhrundVP
to Patel n M s and Mountbattens partic p ton at a dect

s cpoytl theds ss ns andin d ¢ [ yfirmdees n
The con ersat ’n  ltho gh some hat ncoherent d prtrat
ed was fra X and ¢ d1! Th gr ity of the st atonva re
¢ gnsed n the Ight of border ncde t  d the Sardirs cws
Za hmself ga e n ndcaton whate er of th N zams att tud
on ny of the man subjects nder d cusson but V P ra r
edhm nthelmtat n faccesiontoth  ub) cts—a yth 3
more t ben g tated the dentty nd ntegrity { the Hyd ra
bad Army nd the Nzam 1g | thve powers 1l
most ticky contit tonal nd polteal ise nmwh & w.- """
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need to bnef ourselves carefully) Laks position_and the ro-
consttution of the Government were considered Zain stressed
the difficulty of Laik dismissing the whole Cabinet except him
self and re forming 1t but this matter will be frankly discussed
at the forthcommg meeting The possibility of Zamn himself
taking part i the new Gosvernment was constdered He said he
would prefer to serve 1s Deputy to someone else but \ as ready
to co operate provided his appomtment came from the Nizam
du'dect and not as a result of pressure from the Government of
ja
Zam seemed to feel that V P s proposals on all these subjects
were being made in a more palatable form than before but so
far as I know there was no change of ground on the Indian
side V P however spoke i the most fervent and emotional
terms of hus esteem for Zan and of s wish for settlement and
the understanding that clearly exists between the two men 1s
encouraging The situation now Jargely revohes sound the Mus
soort meeting with Patel and the measure of discretion V P
can get from that meeting V P anticipates that 1t will be no
easy encounter _
Both V P and Zamm were good enough to say that my wisit
to Hyderabad had been helpful

GOVERNOR-GENERAL 5 LODGE SIMLA Saturday 22nd May 1948

To complete this crowded week Fay and I set off on our last
trek to Simla  The Mountbattens and nearly all the Staff have
been here ever since the begmning of my Hyderabad tnp So
much has happened since I left and I have been so absorbed
n lmy own actvities that 1t seems almost hike a return from
exile

T have had two long talks with Mountbatten alone He says
he only wishes now that he had sent me down earlier as the
value of my report to him 15 in 1its objecttvity He has found
it very hard 1n view of his own friendship for Monckton and
tus personal desire to achieve a settlement before he leaves to
avord a subjectnne approach to the problem 1In this connevion
I gase Am my frank opmon that fie Nizrat may well de placig
more reliance on C R —a Southern Indian and a Madrassi—
than on himself as Governor General Mountbatten was_ not
wornied bout the Nizams negainve attitude The wital objec
tnve of stirnng up a sense of urgency among the ruling group m
Hyderabad and of causing a renewal of negohations has be feels
been secured For he says unul ¥ went neither side seemed
prepared to make a new move

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELHI Tuesday 25th May 1948
1 left Simla on Sunday mormng with Vernon after hitle
than thurty six hours there T am surferted with travel |
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1 gistics of my last week re a serious chailenge to ccnstruct: ¢
or sustamned thought We returned t the furnace 1 Delhr a:
ad ance gnards t Mountbatten, who has spent the I st twe ty
four hours 1 P tala We were able to advise hm n atm a
that M r Laik Al who reach d h  on Sunday has apparent!
com 1 completely the vrong sprtand  so out of touch \ «
e bty that be clamms that the cn 13 mow p st Mountbatier
therefor got to work on him today m  hat I belic e 15 the
long t nter 1 w he b s had with anybody nth ent em siT
—fi e hour 1n all
Mountb tten b gan by g ving hm with brut 1 frankness a p¢
tu e of v hat would prob bly happen if no settlement was re che
and Hi d  blood beg n to flow in Hyderab d If aft r hus de
partuema fw veecks Inda r to d aide up n armed nter
nton wh t could b done by the Hyderabad army? Lak Al
s d he fully app eciated the m1tary posii n but that he con
dered acce s ten time worse than paramountcy H e plam
d that whle he was per on Iy n fav ur of democrat ¢ wstitu
ton he was pposed to the intr duct on of espo ble govern
ment n Hyderab d 1mply b cause it uld with ut do bt leac
to access When V P entered the room Lak Al propos
a 1 ngterm ag ment for fi even t  years coveri & the
thr  cent al subgects

GOVIRNMENT HOUSE NEw DELMI B d sday 26th M y I94
scus o betwe n V P and Laik Al a de x went on fai
1t themght dV P wthh prodigo  powers of drafting
nd fom lafinding has produced omp ehensv  Head o
Agreement  Th y re dv'ded wnto tw parts and cover elever
f{nnﬂpﬂl tems Part I deali g wth the ba ¢ relaton befs eer
yderabad and Td  nd P rt 1T wth th interm m asur § to
mplem t Pt I V Ps Heads f Agreement mt Lalk
Alis request to be abl t present t the Nizam a th d alter
nitvet acces n whch sruled out anyh w and a pleb cate
Mountb tten h mself s strongly of the opmon th t a plebsaite
w uld be th best s luton as th Heads of Apreem t open
up noth depressng ta f protracted and mgghng negot at on
oerdetal Lak Al s personal view would scem to b m the
me sense { r he said th t h thought a pl bscte would sav
the f ce of both de At the Indl n end the plebisct find
f ur n partcular with Pat 1 whose blessing 13 ind spens bl
even though there ec gnton that st w uld n t ut matically
fead toacess n

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, NEwW DELM1 Sat day 29th May 1948
This 13 most erit cal moment n_the t ntal g Hyde ab d
neg tati ny V P has been to see P t 1 at Musso i and has
returned from hum wth a construch ¢ but strongly w rded mes
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sage Patel comes down once more 1 favour of the plebiscite
As for the Heads of Agreement., he accepts the basic relation
ship 1 Part T without amendment but would tighten up the 1
tenm measures of Part II by shifung the balance of control more
m favour of the non Moslems The final paragraph of Patels
message wrnitten 1in his own hand urges that if Lask Al means
business he should come up with plenipotentiary powers from the
Nizam. It 1s no use he writes discussing wath a person who
has to go back every tume for instructions

He wants a telegram with a twenty four hour time hmit to be
sent saying that if Yaik Al cannot return with authonty and
agreement on the fundamentals withun that deadline the Govern
ment of India would draw the conclusion that Hyderabad do
Not want to continue the negotiations and are merely playmg for
time His last words are finahise withmn a week = Nehru has
expressed great distrust of Laik Ali Intelligence about his acti
vities confirms that we are dealing with a very sly procrastinator
}Jut his—or the Nizams—response cannot be delayed much
onger

On the credit side 15 Moncktons decision to come out again
Mountbatten has expressed his dehght at the news sayng that
he will try to hold the position until his arrival but pointing out
that powerful influences—growing stronger every day—are at
work militating against the settlement winch they both want

Monckion however 1s not due mn India vntil the 3rd June
which happens to be the day when I and my family are due to
leave Bombay by set for home It 1s thus possible for Monck
tons and my paths to cross in Bombay on the mornmng of the
3rd without undue admmstrative mnconvemence or danger of
breach of confidence As Monckton 1s arranging to fly straight
on to Hyderabad and has not been fully in the picture on the
developments duning the perzod of my own visit onwards Mount
batten sees in my presence a providential opportunity to brief
him before he 1s called upon to give what may be the decisive
advice to the Nizam So there will be no fading away for me
until T am finally aboard the ship

This evemung there was a farewell Staff party to Fay and my
self 1 the Panelled Room  We do pot actually Jease vonl Tues
day morming but this was the only time that the Mountbattens
could come and characteristically they wished to be there It
was a very pleasant family affair I am very sorry to be leaving
before the final curtam 1 would have liked to have been present
for the denouement over Hyderabad and to have witnessed the
senes of ceremonies of formal farewell which I am sure will burst
the bounds of formahty But there it 15 The phasc-out pro
gramme was arranged some time back and it would be very
difficult to amend our plans Duning the party there was much~-
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amusement at my alleged 1ken ss to a large portrait on th wall
of th enowned T ppoo Sahb The pcture shows a m n o
dsmal nd almost mor se counten nce  nd the compar son dd
11l to rase my moral !

Afterw ds Mountbatten presented me with a s lver ¢ g reite
boX generously inscr bed We ¢ e much m ved by these tok ns
of onfidenc app ciation ndfrendshp F tmyself my b ggest
r atdh been the pr lege of ser ng a great manonaget
m ssion

GOVERNMENT HOUSE NEW DELH! Sunday 30 May 1948
Weh ethiseenngb ntoa large reception given by V
at th Delln Gymkhan Club whch attracte] sofra Ic uld
e narly ery cel brity n Delht For th Mo tbattens t1s
the fir t 1n a f tm dable sequenc f fare Il p rtres d n g the
ext thre w ks Thr ugh th mddl fth mlilng thr ng a
m g t brought m no £ er than th ee letters from the Nozam
hchimm d tely absorbed the attentton f host principal gue t
a d P me Minst Most of the Ind_n and Fo e'gn Pressve e
present and t dd not t ke thes intelig ce experts long to te
ogn  that mport nta d f from f rabl mform t'on had
come th ugh a M untbatten N hru and V P m o0g mnto a
corner put the r heads t gether and talked 1n anvous u t%c
At first ght t would seem that hope of sttimnt und r
M untbatte a spces h v rece ed a s ee setback 1 the
fist 1ttrth Nzam 71 ction to the H d of Ag ement
was mply that he co 1d do no more th n wait M cktons
o4 Inth second he r turned a brusque no to the dscre t
suggeston th t he mght ¢ nsder app mntng a new and more
acceptabl Pnime M ni ter—a suggestion which La k Al h mself
w th wh t degree of cand ur 1t 13 d fficult to s y had e pres ed
humself as ready to sponsor if it I1d serve the cau ¢ of good
will The thrd1ssmply rene ed in taton to M untbatten t
v thmin Hyd abad Here again the terms of th 1oy tato
are sngularly 1a king n armth r even ourtesy of Ypression
M untbatt  decid d—w sely I think—to teply only t the fir ¢
Tetter express g reg et at furthe d lay and th  hope that \ hen
Lak Al comes to Delh the next tme he w 1db 1o ed to
br ng w th him plen potentiary powe s to each a settlem nt
In addton t these deplorable notes f negaton f om the
Nizam Lak Ali has we gh d n d ny ng the accu ¢y of V rnons
notes on lus me t g w th Mountbatt N hru and'V P on the
26th and asserting th t he had never ag eed to Fad s decl ra
f1 n of right to overr ding legi 1atr n 10 the three ce tral s byects
Ev ryone mn the room at the tme h \eer sq t certamn that
he did agree  This | tter only seems to 1 wnforce Nehrug warmung
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that Latk Al: 15 not to be trusted and that his sole objective s
to delay matters Monchton s mtervention assumes hourly more
decisive importance

In spite of the current tension Zain Yar Jung creates calmness
and confidence with dinner parties at Hyderabad House Almost
our last engagement before leaving was to dine with him and tus
famuily and entourage As we sat out n the gardens after dinner
one of the Hyderabadi ladies exchanging polite conversation put
such small items as Standstll Agreements Instruments of Acces
ston and Paramountcy into their proper perspective Delhu

she (mghed 15 not what 1t was There are no Moghul Emperors
now

M V CALEDONIA Thursday 3rd June 1948

As my last offical duty before boarding the ship I reported
back to” Mountbatien by telegram that Monckton at the outset
was clearly 1n a state of doubt and despondency and unaware of
the by now crucial importance of his advice n swaying events
favourably He felt the chances of the Nizam agreeing to any
thing were a hundred to seven against and 1f he was over pushed
he timself was ready to suggest that he should fight it out I
stressed the reality of the poltical tension"and the urgency of the
time factor and was able to say that I had left him in 2 much
ﬂnore constructive and hopeful frame of mind than I had found
1m

Monckton urged that he must have time to handle the Nizam
m his own way for he was hardly ever susceptible to direct
assault 1n one mterview However 1if and when a pomnt of de-
cision was really reached he would come to Delht immediately
After advismg him of Mountbattens and Patels support for a
plebiscite 1 was reheved to hear that he had atready of lns own
accord amved at a conclusion firmly 1n favour of this solution
He thinks that the Nizam s sharp reply about Latk Ali s possible
replacement as touching hus prerogatives might have been the
outcome of some mishandhng 1n the ongnal transmussion of the
proposal Monckton ntends to tackle this problem himself and
considers Zain to be the only feasible alternative

Apart from the customs interruption I was well satisfied with
this meeting It helped 1o confirm my own belief that i pohities
much turns on the art of bemng available 1n the nght place at the
nght time  Monckton for his part said he was most grateful for
it as he confessed that while 1t would not have been desirable
for im to stop off at Delbu first on this visit he would have been
at 1 disadvantage i going straight ito the Nizam wholly un
briefed on the sttuation from the Indian end
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LONDON W dn day 23 d June 1948
We r ached Liserpool yesterday after twenty days at sea
cyclone d ly met us one hundred and fifty mules out of Bombay
and remanedt 1 hu allthe ayto Aden I asback) tin
tm t watch the Mo ntb tt  and all the rest of th party touch
d \‘wlnht Nobnhok the same ; ney h 1 g taken th m forty
eght
B ththe D ke f Ed burgh and Mr Attlee \ ere at the airfi 1d
to et ths homecommg  th unq e dstineion for ¥ doubt
hether  Royal Duke and Prm Mmnst r of th dy have
be n present t gethe before to greet a v cer y 1 Governor
ene ! nhus ceturn Th er other M msters high offici Is
adsemor ff es BBC Ne s 1 dPresrepres tative nt
tome t n photog phe nlargenumbes ndl tb tn tleast
2 Gua d of H nour of hund d 1 dian satlor f om the r new
cro the DIk Michisstll nP rt mo th
Attlee  p esence t a partcularly appop te for the
transfer of po r: Ind my w Il be r garded as the m t
moment u policy d a1s n of h's Prem exshp In st co cepton
and implement t n-he has thr gh tcan d a specal esponsl
blty th t h tory w1l u do btedly 1 k Attl d Mo
batte nmuchthe m wayas th Mo ley and Mnto Mon
tagn nd Chelmsf rd
lew wereallinth at omh ngt Muthtten
ho 3 dscuss g the Hyd rabad st n wih the Pnme
M trcaldm T to say few w ds abo t th impres
sonsThdf nndoftthumonmyv t M Aulcel tnd
car f lly to the brief pcture I drev thensad th th was qute
sat fiedth t enythngh m lypo bl hdbeend neto ur
hon rable ttlement f r th Nizam  d that we could all
£0 aw y w th clear ¢ n o nces n th matter Id not as yet
det | of the b kdown h g only he rd o 1 the
l'ml"n‘in tt tships rad that au mpls tore h n agreement had

ge to th ok that the M untbatten d (he T Smﬂ p ty
whol r(h patfifteenm thshv w rked n
reno dspersngf thel tttme Th m re mtcnscly y uly
mthevotx fgreatev ts th hrder t st break avaya d
acccpl nomalcy syorlt As eg ff mlo lh s ft summ
1 m tofu wilbetking a spell of ve if o ly U
lc:m oeraganh wtoc pewihith daly round t the routt c
pace
i
LONDON Morday 281 Nt 1948
Tn spte of th lures and dst actions of Bradmans { ew Il
Test M tchat Lord T haeopowhad tmet p cet gether lhe
dram of Mountbatten Jast three eeks n Tnda e shp
rad o had reported only the brefest stat m_ t of the }Iydcrab d
breakdown together with short reports of Mountb ttens final
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broadcast and some indication that the farewell scenes n Delht
had been no less heart warming than those of the 15th August
and 1n many ways even more remarhable, in so far as they were
now simply expressions of personal gratitude to the Mountbattens

From long talks 1 have had with Ronme and Vernon and one
or two with Mountbatten himself since their return and from
notes which were maintained nght up to the day of their de
parture it would seem that the course of events after my meeting
with Monckton was briefly as follows

Monckton stayed for three days in Hyderabad returming with
Latk Ali to Deltn At first the discussions were stormy and the
Negotiations more than once on the verge of complete collapse
> Nehru refused to see Latk All Monckton threatened to leave for
home Mountbatten at one poimnt saved the day by telephoning
Nehru to say he was quite sure he could find a sattsfactory solu
tion when 1n fact he had no 1dea how or where to seek 1t But
~omehow a hfe lne was maintained Nehru made a helpful
speech on the 8th June posing and answenng the question for
his cnitics as to why the Indian Army had not already marched
w  He replied that whenever force was employed 1t created more
problems than it solved The storm subsided and Mountbatten
was left with effective control over the negotiations

Monckton for hus part recogmsed that something more than
a long term plebiscite was required to restore the situation Patel
Irom hus sick bed still wanted unquahfied acceptance of accession
He now urged that no more formulz should be provided from
the Indian side This was acceptable to Monckion who put up
two documents—a draft Firman to introduce responsible govern
ment establish a Constituent Assembly early 1 1949 and recon
stitute 1mmediately the existing Government The second docu
ment was the first part of V P s Heads of Agreement 1 full
Laik Alt once agamn played for time saymng he must return to
the Nizam  On the 9th June rumours reached Delhi that a
Pakistan representative was 1 Hyderabad but Latk Alr denied
this on oath and agreement was reached that he should return
to Hyderabad for consultation

On the 12th June Monckton reported getting the proposals
past the Nizam and through the Executive Council except for
two pomnts—the issue of overnding legislation and the composi
tion of the Constituent Assembly This led to further difficult
discussions first between Mountbatten Monckton and Nehru in
Deltt and then at 1 meeting with Patel and most of the Cabmet
at which Mountbatten was present i Mussoonn  But the pro
posals were agreed as modified by the Nizam subject to the dele
tion of any direct reference to panty n the composition of the
Assembly and the substitution instead of the words n consulta
tion with the leaders of the major poltical parties n

Hyderabad
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On the 13th June Monckton st ongly urged La k Al to come
up with plen p te tary powers ths t me but ce agamn he was
hmt dmhsds retton both by th € unal and the N zam him
s 1f On the 14th June Lak Al asked for f ur néw amendments
to the H ads of Ag eement These were fi t that the Go er
ment of Inda  ould only eq est Hyderabad to pa _legisl tion
sim! rtoth t oforce m Ind and not pecul ar to Hyder bad
s condly that Hyd ribad sh Id b llo ed fo tan ght
thouand ¥ g la  th dly tht the R zaka should be dis
banded grad ally nd n t all 2t once and fo rthly that th tate
of em g n y nder vhich Ind a m ght stat on troops ~ Hyder
bad hauld be defi ed und r the G e nment of Ind a Act M unt
batten f It th re s Iittle hope of getting these add t nal powts
past the G ernme t of Inda but much to hus pl asure nd
st pr ¢ Nehru ¢ s re dy to apree

On the 15th June Menntbatt n v the Hyderab d delegat o
and eported th _ nexpected s ccess Lak Al at once r ised
tonwpont H wantd de laratons of ec nome and fi cal
freed mt be ncldd Or  gan the Gove nm nt of Inda
agre d to gt e symp th t ¢ cons derat on and suggested that these
co ld bestre ednacollat r 111t M untb tten s d that on
ths pont Nhru entsofa ast p pos the ncl son n the
coll ¢ ral lett r pr nof f ltes for } nt collab ra n n
the ¢ onome d elopment of Hyd ab d Lak Al appa entl
not clsng hathem ant ctually ask d for th drt J
Only on M n kt n pr testng that 1t w uld be mo t unwse f r
Hydeabad t p s o rth fler and M untb tien xplanng
that st had hthert 1 'y been condt n ! upon full ccss n
and wa thusa f rthe Yampleof g odwll did Lak Al th
dra hs eqest Bt a Mo nthatten pownted out the incdent
vas typical of h ¢ exaspe ating obt ¢ éss t ths tme

Lak Al left for Hyde b d wth the fin | document a d all
the am ndme ts Mon kton Stre sng  pon him the ne d now
for total acceptance o total r fusal An a swer wa 1 atd
at 730 tht e ing but no m ss ge came thro gh u &l 940
when the Nizam egetted h  nablty to gnve a final wo d v th
out taking th  pmon fh _Councl This va physcally nt
possbl until th n xed y The del y was acc pted mn Dclbt

On the 16th at n o M untb tt n and Monckton were nf rm
ed that the N2zam h d b ¢ 5 comm nded not to ccept the p
posal on fo r new gr unds sh h M ntbatten dp nd

tood even Monckt n ¢ n d red so wny stf ble and d culou
th t it was dec ded th t Monckt n sh uld fly down t Hyderabad
duning th rnught to ead out nd und I e M untbatten reply
smost s¢ 1ous obye ton asthedel t nofth w rds on
ba swhechIshallen drlater’ a1 a subpa agraph of th F'r
man refer ing to the sett ng up of the Const tue t Assembly Th
deletion had already been agreed to by his delegat n and

4

S
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by no stretch of the imagination be regarded as a major point
of substance Another objection was his unwillingness to allow
the economic agrecment (which 1t any case had only been offered
by India at the last minute) to be settled by a collateral letter
He now wanted 1t i the body of the agrcement

By mudday on the 17th there was a telephone message from
Monckton with the one word lost By the evening a completely
new point had been raised by the Nizam which he had never
mentioned before concerning Indias right to statton troops in
the cvent of emergency He asked for the negotiations to be con
tnued Nehru and V P waited for Monckton and then held a
Press conference releasing the terms that had been made available
to the Nizam

Even now Nehru promised to leave this present offer open for
acceptance and impose no time hmit  Monckton told Mount
battenn that he had been particufarly disappanted to find that
Lak Alr had spent three hours with Razvi before even secing
the Nizam He also gave lis view at an nformal Press confer
en~c that the so called blockade of Hyderabad had not been m
posed by the central Government and probably not by the Pro
vincial admimistrations either but rather by the individual action
of Tow level officials

Mountbatten now_withdrew offictally from the negotiations
but made one last effort 1n a long persuasive telegram a revised
left barrel which was supplemented by a message from Monch
ton Both told him to have the courage of his convictions and
not allow himself to sacrifice the interests of his State at the be
test of the Ittehad chique The Jttehad extremusts made 1t quite
clear that they were not prepared to enter into any concessions
which would limit their control over the State and when 1t came
to the crists the Nizam lacked the will to assert himself agawmnst
this group

Mountbatten feels that the mam reason for failure 1s that the
principals on either side have never been able to get together
throughout the entire eleven months of negotiation and he 1s
still confident that if the Nizam had come to Delli and he could
have acted as mediator agreement could have been reached
Sumilarly 1f the Hyderabad delegrtion had had more negotiating
powers and ability to appreciate Monckton s magmificent negotiat
ing shill and fundamental personal loyalty to his client the Nizam
the outcome might weil have been favourable

The prolonged Hyderabad negotiations with their crescendo
in the Iast two weeks of his term of office made 1t impossible
for Mountbatten to effect any last minute act of medntion over
Rashmir In March he had secured the agreement of the two
Prme Ministers to meet each other 1t roughly monthly ntervals
But two months had passed without any action on this and
Mountbatten suggested that Nchru should wrte ta Liaquat to
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propose a meeting prefer bly in Deln  hch uld enable
Liaquat to say good bye to M u_ tbatten before h 1t Butilc
attempt had first to be p tponed ow ng to Hyderab d nd then
aba doned o ng t Ly qu ts llness
The ¢ und had been prepared for d ta led discus on of ven
ous soleton  The Ind n Cabnet although ery btter abo t
reports of the part cipatton of large regular Pak t  Army umts
were still in a comparat: ely receptive mood f r  til ment Whe
Nehru sent det led 1den fthe Pk tn Amvs nterven
ton tws gmficantth tE qut nh reply dd not specfically
d ythe charge but stressed real st cally the danger to the's ¢ rty
f P kitan As the Indan Army approaches the North west
Frontier he d clrd the tnb smen feel drectly thre tened
It Mountbattens pn ntht here ag nth 1 blty of th’
two prn pal to come together t ths partcul r moment as
p ltéally and psy h log cally most unfortunate
t frustaton wth the Nzam nd o e hashmr e but
n dental wh et ag nst the Mountb tten d as ve v ctory
over the hearts of the T d n people The Mountbattens last d y
nldawa Ih rfomallsdes atr mph beyond contnn a ce
or m un Itw toup nothem with whelm g
emph sis th t Ind  pe ple and Governm t had recogn sed the
meanng fth msson dth ncenty fth red T
and € hail ng them 1b and f nq
There was f ¢t f ell address by th Delln Mun ¢ pal ty
To rece ¢ th thy dro e th ugh den ely p cked streets a) ng
th Chnd Cho k thegethghyvy fOldDelh d wnshch
Vceroyh dpa edsnc th assas nat nattempton H rd ge
n 1911 They ¢ mobbed b ed and garl dedallth wy
to the G ndh’ g ound wh re a o7 wd of @ qu rer of a millon
h d g thered and wh re a further quarter famlt nyver trymg
to gan ent nce
Jntheeven g tthel tof theg tStateb qets gven
ths t me by the t Nehru poke n m morable t rm pay
) g heartfelt trb t s to th Mountb ttens n t forgetting Pamela
wh com gstraghtf msh 1 and posessing all th h rm
she do¢ dd gro nup person tk i ths troubled scene of
Inda  Of Me nthatten hmelf he d clared Y u came here
sr vthahghrpotat b tmnyarept tion has found ed
wmIndia Youlwedhrethr ghape dofgeatdfeulty ad

It 13 interestng t note th t the M thattens them !
through ut th r fifteen m nth i Ind  carried thr gh ont p
of lither othe actvites a prodg uspog mm ofetn 0
ment at Government Hou ¢ which pl yed no small part a the
Pt mot nof g odwill Altogeth  th y ent rtamed 7605 g 'S
U lmbon 8313 t dnner and 25287 to ga denparnes ¢
hom s and tea part es
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cnsis and yet your reputatton has not foundered That 15 a
remarkable feat

He next spoke of Lady Mountbatien as possessing the healer s
touch Wherever you have gonc you have brought solace
you have brought hope and encouragement Is 1t surprising there
fore that the people of India should love you and laok up to
you as one of themselves and should gneve that you are gomng?

Refernng to the wonderful demonstration of friendship and
affection by the common people of Delht four hours before I
do not know’ Nebru said how Lord and Lady Mountbatten
felt on that occasion but used as I am to these vast demonsira
ions here I was much affected and I wondered how it was that
an Enghshman and Englhshwoman could become so popular in
India dunng this brief period of ttme A period cerfainly of
achievement and success i some measure but also a period of
sorrow and disaster Obviously this was not connected so
much with what had happened but rather with the good faith
the fnendstup and the love of India that these two possessed
You may have many gits and presents but there 1s nothing more
seal or precious than the lave and affection of the people” You
tl‘ag& seen yourself Sir and Madam how that love and affection

Mountbatten and Lady Mountbatten wisibly moved rephed
wiih the eloquence of the heart At the end gifts were exchatfgcd
the Government presenting the Mountbattens with an mscribed
“ag ‘eaning the signatures of all the Governors of the Provinces
al\n Cabwet and Mountbatten handing over on behalf of the

10g the gold plate presented ongmally by the Worshipful Com
lpm‘\{) of Goldsmnhs and Silyersmiths to king George V for use
dnd ¢ State dining room of his Viceroy m New Defli  This he
T the hung's express wish as a symbol of the fniendship of
% English men and women and wmdeed of all the people 1n the
“‘a‘;‘?;ﬁ:&g‘s:m 1o the people of India  After the dinner there
s Atxlxllousmd s T uon which was attended by no fewer than

ong Lady Mountbattens last pubhc acts w

:}:0 greal refugee camps of hurukshetra and Pamp::‘\s\ l‘gh:‘};x:othc
ree hundred thousand refugees still shelter One of the hdme
ADC.s with her reported that he had never visited Scenes "i“
i lndia The refugees gathered round her in their the tke
IN lears at saying good bye to her In many other ¢ nds
fugees collected their pice and ann1s to buy 2 railway oo ;‘e
"?9 of their members just to carry some smll gift to her 5 v.“:;
of gratitude

It was at another umque gatherng—2 dinner given

0y
Mountbattens by the entire Diplomatic _ij)rgs ‘l\\‘}l,?_






PRINCIPAL PERSONALITIES

N THE course of this narrative more than two hundred and fifty
pames of promnent personalities are mentioned Many of the
{eferences are only ncidental and most of them self explanatory
Footnotes have been kept to a miimum  With the coming of
Independence the functions and duties of many of the leaders and
bifictals either changed or were termmated The following are
ome of the principal dramatis persone with (where applicable)
bewr official position before and after 15th August 1947 (Inde
Pendence Day) withm the period covered by this book  Cross
eferences are ‘provided whercver Christian names or abbrevinted
ttles have been used It should be noted that COHQ and
SEAC refer to Combined Operations Headguarters and South
east Asia Command (Lord Mountbattens two major War Com
Tnangds)
bl
leba'uh'alx Sheskh  Leader of the National Conference Party i
Kashmir State  After accession to India was appomted Prime
: Minmister by the Maharya of Kashmir Member of Indian
i Qelegation 30 United Nations January 1948
AI]:%I)[, g’ SE’VB (later Sir George) Private Secretary to the Vice
A’ig%lr Laxk) Prestdent of the Nizam s Counal from November

Amnt Kayr Rajkuman Mahatma Gandhis Secretary Mimister
for Health 1n the Government of the Domunion of India

Auchinleck  Field Marshal Sir Claude Commander m Chief m
India until 15th August Supreme Commander admimstering
Partiion of Indian Army until 30th November 1947

Ayyengar Gopalaswam: Mimster without Portfolio mn the Gov
emment of the Domimon of India Leader of Indian delega
tion to United Nations 1n January 1948

Baldev Singh Sardar Sikh leader Member for Defence 1n the
nterim Government Mumster for Defence i the Government
of the Dominion of Indin

Bhabha C H Member for Works Mines and Power m the
Intenm Government Mmister for Commerce i the Govern
ment of the Dommon of India

Bhopal The Nawab of Ruler of Bhopal State Chancellor of the
Chaimber of Princes until May 1947

Bikaner The Maharaja of Ruler of Bikaner State

Brabourne Lord and Lady sonm law and elder -
Earl and Counte s Mountbatten of Burmn
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Bro kma Captam (8) R. V R N _Personal Secretary to
Vceroy  Pn ate Secr tary to the Gov rn r Generat of
f m I5th Augus( 1947

CiJ] tar._The N w b of Presdent of the Nizams Coun
M y 1947 to November 1947 i

€ R refers to C R ) g p lachar

E k Crum Lieutenant Col nlvV F Conferencc SecreWY
th c £ ndt th Go ernor G 1 of Ind

Gandl Mahatma Father of th Natior

G Devds M guog Editor (he H ndusta  Times
s n ofth M h

G g refers to Sr Georg  Abell and t Command r Nicht
acc rdmg to context H
yd Nzam of R 1 £ Hyd bd St M

Ismy X. rd Ch f fthe V roys St ﬁ and of the G ert
Ge er 1 of Ind s Staff ntil De mber 1947

J 7é47 Sit Evan G nor of the Pun;ab uantd 15th Avg

A Mbhmmd Al (Q 1deAzam) Pesdent f th
Ind M 1m League fi st Gov nor General fth D m
of Pkitn

Kaslmi Th Mha ) of R1r of ] mmu and Kashmr St
Knplm Achry J B P dent of Co s
Lig t Al

L khart Liewten tGeneral Sr Rob General Officer C
manding n-Ch ef Southern Command Ind  Governor of
Nrth estF nt  Pro nce {r m Jun to 15th Aug t 1€
Cemm nd r nChef I d n Army Dommon of Ind 1
A gut 1947 t J puary 1948

M tthat Dr J hn Memb r for T nport and Ral ys in
Interm G vernm nt Mastr for Tr sport  d Ra' lways
lh Go ernment £ th Dom of Ind

K shna Hgh Comm oner for Inda 1%
Un ted Kngdom fr m Auzusl 1947
V P Reforms ner to the Viceroy and fi
ly 1947 ?cv:re( v f lhc Stat  Department Government
lhe Dom nf n of

M e lle Sir Enic Pnnclp'.\l Sec tryt the Veery

Mohammed 4! T nancial Ad er n the Miltary l‘mmoc !
partment of th Go ernment £ 1 dia Memb r of the St r
Comm ttee of th P rttion Councl Secretary G T of
Demimion of Pakistan

Mam:él(r Sir Walter C nstt tonal Ad iser to the N zam
H

A th t!m of Burma Rear Adm 1 the Vi count {cr at d E
August 1947) 1a t Viceroy of Ind a 2 nd March to l4th Augl






